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The seller handed the beggar a beautiful apple. The poor man
bowed at the waist to the man who paid for the apple, and said,
turning to the crowd, "Centlemen! | have several hundreds of excellent
apples! | ask you to try them without payment!”

Everyone was surprised at such words!

"Why did you beg for this apple, if you own hundreds of them?"

someone asked from the crowd.
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One day, as usual, the miser brought his top quality -hand-picked
apples to the market. The market was already bustling: the sellers
interrupting each other made a pitch for their goods and invited
the customers.

The miser looked around at the neighboring counters and thought
aloud, "My apples are the best, so today | will get a good profit.”

As he uttered these words, as he saw a poor old man before
him. The wanderer approached the seller and held out his hand.
3But the greedy seller pretended not to notice the beggar.
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The wanderer began to pick the apples and give them to the people.

The miser, who never allowed himself to eat even a rotten apple
from his own garden, greedily ate a wonderful fruit.

Soon not a single apple was left on the tree, and the people began
to go away. Everyone returned to their business.

The wanderer took up his stick again and began to strike the
tree. And with each blow the tree grew smaller and smaller. It turned
into a thin tree, the tree became a tiny sprout, and soon the sprout
disappeared. And in the place where a tree with juicy fruits had stood,
only a small hole remained.

When the miser came to himself with astonishment, the wanderer
;Nas gone. He disappeared around the turn.
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"Now | will explain
why | did it," the beggar
replied.
He quickly ate the apple
and carefully collected the seeds.
Then he dug a deep hole, threw
seeds into it and covered it with earth.
From the nearest stream the poor man scooped
up the cold water and poured onto the seeds.
The people waited impatiently for what would happen next. Only
the miser was still angry, because everybody crowded around the old
1man and no one paid any attention to his beautiful apples.
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The miser shouted so loudly that the market people gathered around

to hear.
A simple-minded woman tried to calm the miser and said, "Why do

you fuss? Give him the worst apple and he will leave!”

"l do not have bad apples!” said the miser.
"Ok,” said a young man standing in the crowd. "Take this money

and give the poor old man the best apple!”
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In one small town lived a well-to-do man. His name was.... Well,
no one remembers what his name was. He was so greedy and mean
that no one wanted to make friends with him. He was afraid that
someone would take his belongings away.

This greedy man grew a large garden. The juicy apples, pears and
peaches from his garden were famous throughout the neighborhood.
Every week the miser appeared in the market, pushing a large
wheelbarrow filled with fruit.
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"Good lord, you will not be poorer if you give the wanderer
one apple," said the old man.

"Go away, beggar!" The miser shouted angrily.

But the beggar did not leave.

"Sir! You have so many apples. | only ask for one. Should you
be angry about such a trifle?”

"Because of a trifle?” the miser cried out. "Every apple is worth
its weight in gold!”
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