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We are on the doorstep of full-blown apostasy  
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MORE THAN EVER, WE live in the reality of 2 Thessalonians 2, which refers to the great falling away or rebellion.

The Greek word translated “rebellion” or “falling away” in verse 3 of the Scripture is apostasia, from which we get the English word apostasy. It refers to a general defection from the true God, the Bible, and the Christian faith. Every age has its defectors, but the falling away at the end times will be complete and worldwide within the church first. The apostasy is also referred to in the KJV as the “falling away,” while the NIV and ESV call it “the rebellion.” And that’s what an apostasy is: a rebellion, an abandonment of the truth. The end times will include a wholesale rejection of God’s revelation, a further “falling away” of an already fallen world.

Apostasy means “a defiance of an established system or authority; a rebellion; an abandonment or breach of faith.” In the context of 2 Thessalonians, this refers to the rebellion within the church, for the simple reason that the world cannot fall away from faith when you are not in the position of faith.

Who can argue that we have not already seen an abandonment of the Truth of the Lord? Doctrines on Jesus Only, Universalism, and Hyper-Grace, along with the Word and Faith Movement, abound, leading people further down a path of spiritual darkness and confusion. The Holy Spirit has been shunned, and so has sound doctrine. The church has been engulfed by moral relativism, humanism and secularism as it continues to be also moulded, influenced and shaped by religious and traditional perspectives and outlooks.  

We are living in the time of the Emerging Church movement, where it is about adapting to the times and the culture to be relevant. Yet adapting has become nothing more than the practice of conforming and compromising. And so many of the ‘faiths’ have opted for tolerance and acceptance in the name of love, yet at the same time, we violate God’s Truth and eternal principles. For this reason, same-sex marriages, abortions, and tattoos are all condoned. Church worship looks like a rock concert, as we sway to the music, caught up in the hypnotic hype, left confused and dazed as if we were truly in the presence of God or just caught up by our own emotions.

This is a time where we opt for openness and transparency without repentance, tolerance at the cost of dismissing holiness, and acceptance of all at the cost of mocking the Lord. Yes, we are all sinners, and we are called to reach out to the broken and the lost, yet sin cannot be tolerated, condoned, or even promoted.

We forget God never changes, and His truth and eternal laws never change. And so we continue to fall into the trap of humanism, secularism, and condoning the ways of the world. This movement of love is not about placing God at the centre, but man takes the centre stage. It is similar to the Flower Power movement of the 1960s, where acceptance and tolerance covered up all sin. Yes, love does cover up all sins, but this speaks of a love we have for the Lord, whose love for us shone brightly on the cross when He shed His Blood for our redemption. And such a show of love we cannot mock, yet we do so if we condone the sin that was covered by the Blood.

Only the Truth of Jesus will set people free. Therefore, not the diluted, changed, or altered Gospel. We may continue to be seeker-friendly, never rocking the boat or never offending, but as we continue on this path, we also become seeker-friendly, therefore friendly to the devil. The devil still roams like a lion, and he shall still devour those who open the door to his malicious intent. Yes, we shall seek, and we shall find the Lord, but in our mockery, in our rebellion, and our abandonment of sound doctrine, we shall also find the serpent waiting and lurking.

We read in "2 Thessalonians 2: 3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:  12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness."

Paul reminds us that the coming of the Lord will only follow the great falling away, which will pave the way for the coming of the last Antichrist. And we are reminded that such a worker of the devil comes after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.

We are also left with the following sobering truth: 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

The word heresy comes from a Greek word meaning a self-chosen opinion, or a choice. We live in a time where we can all decide and choose. Ignorance is no longer an excuse. Verse 11 speaks of those who choose to believe a lie instead of the truth. And this is the mark of the apostasy. Many within the church will CHOOSE to believe a lie instead of the truth. And no, we cannot blame the pastor or anyone else if we walk in deception. We are all called to test all things or all spirits, to test the word, and to walk in Truth by being led by the Spirit. Yes, we all have a choice, just as the false prophets on Mount Carmel had a choice.

Paul’s writing to the church in Thessalonica is reflected in “Romans 1: 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.”

Indeed, God shall not be mocked, but this is happening all around us, all the time. This is the time we are living in. A time of the great falling away. A time of apostasy and rebellion. Paul writes in "Galatians 1: 8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we said before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed."

Indeed, cursed are those who preach any other doctrine except the one preached by the Apostles, most of whom learned directly from the Lord when He walked the earth. And the apostasy and heresies will only get worse. More than ever, the Lord has revealed that the levels of apostasy and even heresy within churches will continue to intensify and leave many utterly shocked at the levels of depravity and falling away from truth.

These will truly be the days of 1 Kings 18 where one prophet stood in the presence of God, opposing 850 false prophets. These are the days of 1 Kings 22, where the king of Judah and the king of Israel received false word from 400 ‘prophets’, with only one true servant of God speaking the truth of the Lord.

Yes, these are such days, says the Lord. More than ever, we will be witnessing the apostasy as spoken by Paul. It is the level of outright rebellion as seen in Ezekiel 8.

So terrible will be apostasy within the church that indeed, we will be left shocked, and the apostasy and the rebellion will be done with greater arrogance, and with greater aggression. Yet nothing is new under the sun – this is a call for great discernment.

The occasion of Paul’s writing to the Thessalonians was to correct some of the errors concerning the end times that the believers had heard from false teachers. Among the falsehoods was that “the day of the Lord has already come” (verse 2). The Christians in Thessalonica were afraid that Jesus had already come, they had missed the rapture, and they were now in the tribulation. Paul had already explained the rapture to them in his first letter (1 Thessalonians 4:16–17). Paul writes his second letter to assure them that, contrary to what they had heard, and despite the persecution they were enduring, the “day of Christ” had not yet come.

In 2 Thessalonians 2:3, Paul, therefore, makes it clear that the day of the Lord, a time of worldwide judgment (Isaiah 13:6; Obadiah 1:15), will not transpire until two things happen. First, the falling away, or great apostasy, must occur. Second, the “man of lawlessness” must be revealed, he who is called the “son of perdition,” also known as the Antichrist.

Peter of course also spoke about the coming apostasy/falling away in "2 Peter 2: 1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber."

The King James Version speaks of damnable heresies and the NIV speaks of destructive heresies. Whatever the correct translation, it is destructive or damnable. So Peter was saying that we need to be aware of false teachers and false prophets who introduce a ‘truth’ that will be destructive and even damnable.  Remember, the word "heresies" in this above Scripture means "to choose" in Greek. It carries the understanding that when people decide they will believe in a false doctrine it is by their own free will.

Shocking as it is, apostasy will abound in churches because of free will and because of a choice. On Mount Carmel, Elijah cried out to the prophets to choose whom they would serve, yet he was met with silence. Just so the indifference in churches among believers is deafening, as we remain lukewarm and silent to the butchering of God’s Truth, but those who mind not to be cursed.

Something destructive cannot be taken lightly. We cannot read in the Bible that something is destructive, and just mark that off or think it doesn’t matter. Peter speaks to the reality of false prophets and false teachers. Their work is destructive; they not only do not edify, but they also destroy, and they tear down. And this is the work of apostasy and the work of rebellion, which is like the sin of witchcraft.

According to Peter, these false teachers and preachers will bring in something within the church that is destructive. And this is already happening at an alarming rate. False prophets and false teachers will and are introducing something destructive, bringing upon those involved swift destruction. It involves shame, exploitation, and condemnation. This is not something you can just overlook. This is not a simple difference in opinion or judgment or some sincere soul who just hasn’t learned something yet. This is the bringing in of error, which is called “destructive heresies,” and that is deserving of “condemnation.”

This is the apostasy as spoken about by Paul. This is the outright rebellion that will befall the church before the coming of the Lord. And this outright rebellion will become ever so clear. It is already here.

Jesus warned the disciples concerning the final days in Matthew 24:10–12: “At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold.”

He also said the following in "Matthew 24:24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect."

Take note that even the elect will be deceived. Yes, the devil deceived Adam and Eve, and will surely try to deceive every believer. Judging by the myriad of false teachings and preaching in the church these days, it is clear Matthew 24:24 has become a stark reality. We live in a time where the great apostasy is hastened by false signs of power and lying wonders.

It says in 1 John 4: "1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. 4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 5 They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. 6 We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error."

Let us pause here for a minute – John writes that those who know God hear them (the disciples teaching the Gospel of the Lord), yet they who are of the world hear them not. Then he concludes by saying “hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error”.

The Amplified Bible’s translation is as follows: 5 They [who teach twisted doctrine] are of the world and belong to it; therefore they speak from the [viewpoint of the] world [with its immoral freedom and baseless theories—demanding compliance with their opinions and ridiculing the values of the upright], and the [gullible one of the] world listens closely and pays attention to them. 6 We [who teach God’s word] are from God [energized by the Holy Spirit], and whoever knows God [through personal experience] listens to us [and has a deeper understanding of Him]. Whoever is not of God does not listen to us. By this we know [without any doubt] the spirit of truth [motivated by God] and the spirit of error [motivated by Satan].

So what was John saying? He said those who truly know the Lord will hear the truth as spoken by those walking in the truth, yet those who do not know the Lord will not listen to the truth for their ears are turned towards the world. For those who know the Lord thus will want to listen to the truth of the Lord, which is the spirit of truth, and those who choose not to listen to the Lord and His Truth are thus still of the world, which is the spirit of error. Those who walk in the spirit of error as that Paul warns about in "Galatians 1: 9 As we said before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed."

Let us connect what John wrote to "2 Timothy 4: 3 For the time will come when people will not tolerate sound doctrine and accurate instruction [that challenges them with God’s truth]; but wanting to have their ears tickled [with something pleasing], they will accumulate for themselves [many] teachers [one after another, chosen] to satisfy their own desires and to support the errors they hold, 4 and will turn their ears away from the truth and will wander off into myths and man-made fictions [and will accept the unacceptable]."

So if you take into consideration what John and Paul wrote, we see clearly the manifestation of the spirit of error within churches. After all, as Paul mentioned, a time will come “when people will not tolerate sound doctrine and accurate instruction.” This means their ears are no longer turned to the truth, for they wish not to listen to those who are still standing and preaching the Truth. John makes it clear they, therefore, do not even know God or is of God.

It says in "Romans 8 (KJV): 9: Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." Let us take stock of this. In Romans 8, Paul is writing about a life led by the Spirit of the Lord and not the dictates of the flesh. He, therefore, said that those who do not have the Spirit do not belong to the Lord (take into consideration the Lord’s teaching in John 3 regarding the importance of being reborn in the Spirit). These are harsh words, but it is about the same as what John said. He said those who do not listen to the Truth are not of God. Remember, the Spirit of the Lord was poured out to lead us in all truth. So if we truly are led by the Lord, we are then led by the Spirit, and then our ears should be turned to the truth and we should be embracing the truth. If our ears are turned away from the truth, then how can we truly be in the Spirit, and therefore how can we belong to the Lord?

Apostasy in the last days is marked by large-scale deceptions and false teachings. It is the days as described by Paul regarding the itching ears turning to many teachers ... this then also implies the teachers are also false because the itching ears are turning away from the Truth. After all, we read they are turning away their ears to satisfy their own desires and to support the errors they hold, and will turn their ears away from the truth and will wander off into myths and man-made fictions [and will accept the unacceptable]. Again, we see the connection between what Paul wrote and what John wrote regarding the error. Of course, what they warned about links up to the false prophets and teachers as described by Peter in 2 Peter 2. Yes, apostasy is rife in churches, because so many are turning away their ears to listen to the spirit of error, instead of the spirit of truth.

So Apostasy is very much characterised by the spirit of error because so many are turning away from the Truth as taught by Jesus and the first disciples. Again, if our ears are turned away from the Truth, as we see happening more and more in churches, then you have to wonder who truly belongs to the Lord. After all, if we belong to the Lord, we shall know the voice of the Shepherd (John 10), and we shall be led by the Spirit who leads us in all truth.

Again, a mark of a true believer is who turns his ears to the Truth, who seeks the truth, and who speaks the truth of the Lord. After all, a true disciple worships in spirit and truth and therefore walks in the spirit of truth and not the spirit of error.

One should remember that apostasy deals with a falling away from key and true doctrines of the Bible into heretical teachings that proclaim to be “the real” Christian doctrine, and also to a complete renunciation of the Christian faith, which results in full abandonment of Christ. The latter is the goal of the devil – to get the believer in a position where he becomes so confused and deceived he even abandons God. Think it cannot happen? We need to wake up then, for it is happening all around us, and many who are preaching on the pulpit are even questioning God or are not even walking in the Spirit of the Lord!

We are living more than ever in such a time of apostasy. A time of false prophets and false christs WITHIN the church. We are living in the time of 2 Timothy 4, where more than ever those within the church system are abandoning sound doctrine to believe fables and myths, and they are lured away and deceived by the lying wonders and false power and signs.

It is interesting to note that the apostasy will be accompanied by great signs and wonders. It says in "Revelation 13:13-14 of the beast that comes out of the earth:

"He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived."

It also reminds me of the warning of Jesus in John 4: 47 When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he would come down, and heal his son: for he was at the point of death. 48 Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.

And also ... Matthew 12: 38 Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee. 39 But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:

We cannot deny that the Charismatic Movement is now all about the experience instead of the Word. People flock to churches for signs and wonders as if that validated the authenticity of the pastor. The promise of signs and wonders is used as some kind of marketing tool, for indeed, we sit with a church that seeks signs and wonders above the reality of the Lord or the reality of the Word (Sound Doctrine). Signs and wonders are all about the experience, the feeling, and the hype, yet we drift further away from the fundamentals of the Truth of the Lord. And without discernment, we forget that even the devil will use signs and wonders to deceive many because, in the end, we trust in the work, outcome, and manifestation of the sign and wonder instead of being grounded in the Word. Can we see the problem? If the sign and wonder are fake, or even demonic, we would rather trust in the tangible reality of it and what it means to us instead of being led by the Spirit and the Word. 

It says in "Mark 16: 17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover." Signs and wonders are never really about assuring the believer, but it is about the validation and the authentication that the Kingdom of God is one of power that saves, restores, and delivers those in darkness unto the light. For it says in Acts 2:43: "Then fear came upon every soul, and many signs and wonders were done through the apostles.”

We are never called to follow after signs and wonders, but according to Mark 16, signs and wonders should follow those who believe. For what reason? So that we can be exalted, glorified, or praised? Of course not! It is so that the Kingdom of God is manifested to a broken world, and that people can be delivered from the bondage of the devil. The reality of our spiritual walk should not be grounded in signs and wonders, but in the Lord, who is the Word, and for this reason, Jesus withstood the devil by stating, “It is written”. The devil tried to fool and trick the Lord with signs and wonders of power, but the Lord remained steadfast in the Word.

Strangely enough, if you are strong in faith, you don't need signs and wonders to know that the Father cares for you. You don’t need to be further convinced of God by exhibiting power. We don't need signs and wonders to prove that He exists or that He hears our prayers. Faith comes by hearing the word about Christ (Romans 10:17). Without seeing any evidence of supernatural manifestations, we can believe because God has granted us grace to believe based upon the testimony of His Word. Faith is to work from his word. The Lord requires faith, however, we are more blessed who believe without seeing (John 20:29). Faith is the foundation upon which rests everything we receive in our spiritual life.

Scripture and history prove that signs and wonders do not instil faith, just the opposite, for lack of faith prompts one’s desire to see signs and wonders. John 12:37 But although He had done so many signs before them, they did not believe in Him. John 4:48 Then Jesus said to him, "Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will by no means believe." Jesus was therefore disappointed that it took the miraculous for people to listen to his teachings or follow.

The problem is that some people seek after signs and wonders because they want confirmation of the truth of God. There is nothing inherently wrong with this desire. God willingly gave signs to Moses (Exodus 4:1-9) and Gideon (Judges 6:11-22) to confirm His word. Miracles can aid a person’s coming to faith, as in John 2:23, “Many people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his name.” Yet, it becomes a problem when our very spiritual reality is solely determined by signs and wonders that we perceive through our physical senses.

Some people also seek signs and wonders because they are curious thrill-seekers. Like the crowds in John 6:2 and King Herod in Luke 23:8, they want to see something sensational, but they have no real desire to know the truth of Christ. And then you get those who seek after signs and wonders because they hope to get something for themselves. After Jesus fed the multitudes, a large crowd followed Him to the other side of Galilee. Jesus saw their true motivation, however, and rebuked it: “I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill” (John 6:26). The crowd’s desire was not to know Christ or even to see more miracles; it was simply to fill their stomachs again.

Yes, our God is a God of wonders (Psalm 136:3-4). As the Creator and Sustainer of all that is, God has the power to suspend natural laws to fulfil His purposes. Miracles were a part of the ministries of Moses, Elijah, and Elisha, and of course Jesus and the apostles, and their miracles primarily served the purpose of confirming their message as being from God (Hebrews 2:3-4). Today, many people still seek to experience the miraculous, and some will go to great lengths to have that experience. But our walk with God is not about the experience or the feeling or what we perceive with our senses, but in our relationship with God, which is solidified by our faith.

And so the devil has used signs and wonders to lead people astray, for they trust in the experience instead of building their spiritual life upon the Word by abiding in Christ. The danger for the church has always been extremes – the extreme of intellectualism and the extreme of emotionalism. We are called to walk a balanced spiritual life as worshippers in Spirit and Truth, for then we shall not be deceived and be led astray by doctrines that promote apostasy.

There is nothing new under the sun, so false teachings and doctrines have always been a mark of the church. Yet Paul warns of the final and great rebellion – a large-scale abandonment of the truth.

The apostasy that we see in the churches these days in the form of false doctrines and false teachings, highlighted in 2 Peter 2, has been around for a long time. It is only that we are seeing these false doctrines and teachings being accepted on a much larger scale, engulfing and enveloping so many believers. Mass communication, aided by swift advancements in technology, has aided the promotion and promulgation of these false teachings that have fanned the profane flame of apostasy.

As mentioned, a great threat to sound doctrine is the doctrine of Oneness, or the Jesus Only movement, which claims God is not a Trinity. Deceptive teachings on the Trinity of God are not new. Back in the years 250 to 336AD, Arius, a Christian priest from Alexandria, Egypt, who was trained at Antioch in the early fourth century, accused Bishop Alexander of Alexandria of subscribing to Sabellianism, a false teaching which asserted that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit were merely roles or modes assumed by God at various times. Arius was determined to emphasize the oneness of God; however, he went too far in his teaching of God’s nature. Arius denied the Trinity and introduced what appeared on the surface to be an inconsequential difference between the Father and Son.

Arius argued that Jesus was not homoousios (of the same essence) as the Father, but was rather homoiousios (of similar essence). Only one Greek letter – the iota – separated the two. Arius described his position in this manner: “The Father existed before the Son. There was a time when the Son did not exist. Therefore, the Son was created by the Father. Therefore, although the Son was the highest of all creatures, he was not of the essence of God.”

Even though "Arianism" might suggest that Arius was the originator of the teaching that bears his name, the debate over the Son’s precise relationship to the Father did not begin with him. This subject had been discussed for decades before his advent; Arius merely intensified the controversy and carried it to a Church-wide audience.

Then there was Peter Abelard (1079–1142), who was the pre-eminent philosopher and theologian of the twelfth century. He is regarded, arguably, as the greatest logician of the Middle Ages and is equally famous as the first great nominalist philosopher. He championed the use of reason in matters of faith (he was the first to use ‘theology’ in its modern sense). He came under fire for this reasoning regarding the Trinity, with his views bordering on Tritheism, which is the belief that cosmic divinity is composed of three powerful entities. In other words, he suggested three different gods.

Arius and Abelard (who were opposed by the sound doctrine as preached by St Bernard) represented a form of apostasy that encapsulated a denial of key Christian truths (such as the divinity of Christ) that begins a downhill slide into a full departure from the faith, which is the second form of apostasy. It is important to understand that the second form almost always begins with the first. A heretical belief becomes a heretical teaching that splinters and grows until it pollutes all aspects of a person’s faith, and then the end goal of Satan is accomplished, which is a complete falling away from Christianity.

In A.D. 325, the Council of Nicaea convened primarily to take up the issue of Arius and his teaching. Much to Arius’s dismay, the result was his ex-communication and a statement in the Nicene Creed that affirmed Christ’s divinity: “We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all things visible and invisible; and in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only-begotten of his Father, of the substance of the Father, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father.”

The reality is that apostasy abounds in our churches, and there are even those who are still in ministry yet who have abandoned their faith! A 2010 study was done by prominent atheists Daniel Dennett and Linda LaScola called “Preachers Who Are Not Believers.” Dennett and LaScola’s work chronicles five different preachers who, over time, were presented with and accepted heretical teachings about Christianity and now have completely fallen away from the faith and are either pantheists or clandestine atheists. One of the most disturbing truths highlighted in the study is that these preachers maintain their position as pastors of Christian churches, with their congregations being unaware of their leaders’ true spiritual state.

The dangers of apostasy were also warned about in the book of Jude, which serves as a handbook for understanding the characteristics of apostates like those chronicled in Dennett and LaScola’s study. Jude’s words are every bit as relevant for us today as they were when he penned them in the first century.

He writes: "3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ."

Jude was the half-brother of Jesus and a leader in the early church. In his New Testament letter, he outlines how to recognize apostasy and strongly urges those in the body of Christ to contend earnestly for the faith (vs. 3). The Greek word translated “contend earnestly” is a compound verb from which we get the word “agonize.” It is in the present infinitive form, which means that the struggle will be continuous. In other words, Jude is telling us that there will be a constant fight against false teaching and that Christians should take it so seriously that we “agonize” over the fight in which we are engaged. Moreover, Jude makes it clear that every Christian is called to this fight, not just church leaders, so all believers must sharpen their discernment skills so that they can recognize and prevent apostasy in their midst.

After urging his readers to contend earnestly for the faith, Jude highlights the reason: “For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ” (vs. 4).

In this one verse, Jude provides Christians with three traits of apostasy and apostate teachers.

First, Jude says that apostasy can be subtle. Jude uses the word “crept” to describe the apostate’s entry into the church. The word means “slip in sideways; come in stealthily; sneak in; hard to detect.” In other words, Jude says it is rare that apostasy begins in an overt and easily detectable manner. Instead, it looks a lot like Arius’ preaching in which, nonchalantly, only a single letter differentiates his doctrine from the real teaching of the Christian faith.

Second, Jude describes the apostates as “ungodly” and as those who use God’s grace as a license to commit unrighteous acts. Beginning with “ungodly,” Jude describes eighteen unflattering traits of apostates so his readers can more easily identify them. Jude says the apostates are ungodly (vs. 4), morally perverted (vs. 4), denying Christ (vs. 4), ones who defile the flesh (vs. 8), rebellious (vs. 8), people who revile angels (vs. 8), who are ignorant about God (vs. 8), those who proclaim false visions (vs. 10), self-destructive (vs. 10), grumblers (vs. 16), fault finders (vs. 16), self-satisfying (vs. 16), people who use arrogant words and false flattery (vs. 16), mockers of God (vs. 18), those who cause divisions (vs. 19), worldly-minded (vs. 19), and finally (and not surprisingly), devoid of the Spirit/unsaved (vs. 19).

Third, Jude says apostates “deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.” How do apostates do this? Paul tells us in his letter to Titus, "To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled. They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed" (Titus 1:15-16, emphasis added). Through their unrighteous behavior, the apostates show their true selves. Unlike an apostate, a true believer is someone who has been delivered from sin to righteousness in Christ.

Ultimately, the sign of an apostate is that he eventually falls away and departs from the truth of God’s Word and His righteousness. The apostle John signifies this is a mark of a false believer: “They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us” (1 John 2:19).

That God takes apostasy and false teaching seriously is evidenced by the fact that every New Testament book except Philemon contains warnings about false teaching. Why is this? It should be remembered that Satan did not come to the first couple in the Garden with an external armament or supernatural weapon; instead, he came to them with an idea. And it was that idea that condemned them and the rest of humankind, with the only remedy being the sacrificial death of God’s Son.

Sadly, until Christ returns and every last spiritual enemy has been removed, we will deal with apostasy in the church, which has become worldwide.  This reminds us of Matthew 13: 24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: 25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way.26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. 27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? 28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? 29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

It is therefore critical, now more than ever, that every believer pray for discernment, combat apostasy, and contend earnestly for the faith that has once and for all been delivered to the saints.

In conclusion, let us ponder on what Paul wrote in 2 Thessalonians 2, which we should take to heart and consider deeply in our times of apostasy:  15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle. 16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, 17 Comfort your hearts, and establish you in every good word and work.

Yes, let us stand fast, as Paul also wrote in Ephesians 6, and let us endure by preaching sound doctrine. Indeed, let us stand and not compromise.
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On a collision course with Jesus, the Cornerstone
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THERE IS A JOKE ABOUT the Battleship and a Lighthouse. It goes as follows:

In the darkest part of the night, a ship’s captain cautiously piloted his warship through the fog-shrouded waters. With straining eyes, he scanned the hazy darkness, searching for dangers lurking just out of sight.

Then his worst fears were realised when he saw a bright light straight ahead. It appeared to be a vessel on a collision course with his ship. To avert disaster, he quickly radioed the oncoming vessel.

"This is Captain Jeremiah Smith," his voice crackled over the radio. "Please alter your course 10 degrees south! Over."

To the captain's amazement, the foggy image did not move. Instead, he heard back on the radio, "Captain Smith. This is Private Thomas Johnson. Please alter your course 10 degrees north! Over."

Appalled at the audacity of the message, the captain shouted back over the radio, "Private Johnson, this is Captain Smith, and I order you to immediately alter your course 10 degrees south! Over."

A second time, the oncoming light did not budge. "With all due respect, Captain Smith," came the private's voice again, "I order you to alter your course immediately 10 degrees north! Over."

Angered and frustrated that this impudent sailor would endanger the lives of his men and crew, the captain growled back over the radio, "Private Johnson. I can have you court-martialled for this! For the last time, I command you on the authority of the United States government to alter your course 10 degrees to the South! I am a battleship!"

The private's final transmission was chilling: "Captain Smith, sir. Once again, with all due respect, I command you to alter your course 10 degrees to the North! I am a lighthouse!"

It may be funny, but this story also holds a lot of truth about our spiritual truth. Consider the following Scripture:

Matthew 21: The Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers: 33 “Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country. 34 Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit. 35 And the vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and they did likewise to them. 37 Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vinedressers?” 41 They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.” 42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This was the LORD’s doing, And it is marvelous in our eyes’? 43 “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. 44 And whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.”

Jesus, in this parable, when He was talking about the Wicked Vinedressers, was referring to those who do not accept Him, His Truth, His Gospel, and His Way.  Jesus had many encounters with the Pharisees and the Sadducees, because they were so religious and so intent on their own truth that they couldn’t see the truth standing right in front of them! They were so blinded by the religious spirit and so stuck in their legalistic mindset that they couldn’t see the Truth of God.

In today’s society, and churches across the world, we find many believers (even though we use this term loosely) and many spiritual leaders who are still following their own versions of the truth, like the Pharisees and the Sadducees. They are following a religion and not God, a system instead of the Spirit, and their way before the Way.

We still find today those who harden their hearts to God’s truth and would rather follow their path, trust their truth, and abide in their morals. We are talking here about both non-believers and Christians. We live in a world where Scriptures are subtly twisted, distorted, and manipulated for our own gain.

We can never be so gullible as to think all Christians are following the Truth of the Lord, in every aspect and detail. We are not talking here about some truths, but all the truth. There is no such thing as a major truth and a minor truth, and neither can we agree on one part of the truth while differing on the other truths. If this was not so, we would not have thousands of denominations all preaching their versions of truth!

In today’s society, we find moral relativism at work, meaning every person chooses to follow his version of the truth. What then is relevant to me must be the truth. Such erroneous teaching comes from philosophical movements that questioned all absolutes, with science and academics questioning the absolute truth of everything. Let us be reminded that the Holy Spirit was sent to teach us one truth, not many different versions.

Isaiah 2 and Micah 4 say that at the end of days, when the Lord’s Kingdom is once again established, the Lord will once again teach and show His way. Why? Because these days, believers tend to still follow their own truths, applying a kind of spiritual moral relativism to God’s Word.

There is one Truth, and Jesus is the Truth, and He is the Way and Life. There are no variations or differing opinions or interpretations of the Truth. Jesus is the TRUTH.  And all fullness – meaning all truth – is fulfilled in Him. The Law is fulfilled in Him.

The Lord says the following in Ezekiel 18 when dealing with Israel’s sins and rebellion: 25 Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O house of Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your ways unequal? This is repeated in verse 29.

Before this we read in the same chapter: 21 But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. 22 All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live. 23 Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord God: and not that he should return from his ways, and live?

The northern and southern tribes of Israel were judged and taken captive by the Assyrians and the Babylonians. Why? Because they regarded their way as being equal (thus right) and that God’s ways are not equal. They preferred their own truth, and they chose the path they wanted to follow. Yet God reminded them it is not His way that is not right, but it is their way that is not right. Again, God reminded them that it was His desire for them to live, but then they needed to repent and turn to Him. To repent meant to yield and submit to the Lord, and truly say that His way is right, His way is fair and equal.

This reminds us how the Lord has said that everything natural to God has become unnatural to man, and all things unnatural to God have now become natural to man. Thus, everything equal to God (that which is right) is unequal with the world, and all things unequal with God are equal to man. Mankind seeks equality in all things, even in relationships, even to the point of man becoming equal to divinity.

Isn’t this what is happening in our world these days – mankind demanding to follow his brand of truth, and even in our churches? Haven’t we decided to determine our path, our ruth and haven’t we come up with doctrines and teachings that we deem to be fair, equal, and true, even if it contradicts the Word of God? The world and even some churches are advocating same-sex marriages, approving of the homosexual lifestyle, abortions, and who knows what else. It is all done in the name of love, and we are basically saying this is fair and true, and that God’s way is therefore not right, fair, or equal.

This is nothing more than rebellion against God. This is nothing more than mocking God. He is still the same today, yesterday, and tomorrow. His Word does not alter. His Way does not alter. His Truth does not alter. Yet we insist by saying our ways are fair, right, and equal. In our eyes, we can easily justify sin, which leads to iniquity, but if we remain in the Lord, then surely we shall cry out that His ways are equal and His truth is fair and right.   

Jesus prayed in John 17:17 that we must be sanctified by the Word, which means we can only become holy and set apart when we apply the Word of God, which is the Truth. Jesus is also the Word that became Flesh. There are no shades to the truth, only the truth. We are called to worship in spirit and truth.  If we walk not in the Truth, where is the Spirit then in our life? If we walk in our own truth, then this speaks of a lack of submission to God’s will and ways. This then implies rebellion, and rebellion is like the sin of witchcraft.

Jesus is the TRUTH, and He came to teach and show us all TRUTH, not part of it, not a portion, but all of it. When we follow God completely and wholeheartedly, then we follow God and His Truth.

Matthew 21 speaks of Jesus being the capstone or the cornerstone. This implies that without such a stone, the entire building cannot stand. It says in "Ephesians 2: Christ Our Cornerstone: 19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit."

Now, consider, therefore, that Matthew 21 verse 44 speaks about the dangers faced by those who wish not to conform to God’s Truth but who wish to follow their own truth. It speaks of the process of being smashed against the rock and being crushed by it.

We know that Jesus is the Rock upon which the Church is built, and if we fail to stand upon this rock, we shall experience that our entire life, like a building, will collapse, for it cannot stand on the temporary spiritual replacements. It says in "Matthew 7: 24 Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

Taking this into consideration, Matthew 21 sounds a clear warning that if we do not wish to conform to God’s Truth, which implies submission and denying the Self, then we will eventually either be crushed by the Rock [Judgement] or we will shatter ourselves against it. Because those who keep on resisting the Lord and His Truth in this lifetime open themselves to all kinds of terrible ordeals, evil, and darkness.

And this is where the story of the lighthouse and the battleship comes in. Jesus is the lighthouse. We tend to be like the battleship. Man often thinks he is very important, and thus knows all truths and all ways. Man constantly wants to exalt himself; for this reason, the world is bent on status, popularity, and fame.

Man has become so arrogant and so full of pride that we constantly insist these days that God is outdated, His ways are old-fashioned, and He needs to change and adapt to modern-day society. And this is not just the message of the world, but it is also preached in churches! Today, many sins, such as homosexuality, are being advocated, as the Bible is deemed too fundamental in its approach. God’s Sovereignty, Jesus’ divinity, the Holy Spirit’s presence, and the very Word of God have been analysed, dissected, and interpreted.

Man, in his wisdom and knowledge, has for the last 2000 years introduced his own truth, denying the Truth of God and His ways. Man likes to think of himself as this battleship with all the answers [weapons], thinking himself invincible, untouchable, and above reproach. God is sounding a clear call that He is the True Lighthouse, and no matter how big we think we are, we are going to get crushed.

Just ask Goliath when he faced the might of the Lord in the small frame of a boy. In our arrogance and in our pride, we are like that battleship that is heading for the lighthouse. God doesn’t change. His Truth doesn’t change according to society. His ways don’t change. He is constant, and He is forever the same. He is that Rock, that Lighthouse, and that Capstone that cannot be moved or shifted.

This is the dangerous fire that those who fuel apostasy play with – they are on a collision course with God. They are the battleship that refuses to budge. They stand upon their word, their truth, and they follow their way. These are the people warned about in the book of Jude and 2 Peter 2. There are also those in the world who hold onto carnality and lies. In the end, God will never move. His Truth will not bend to the wishes of the world, and will not be swayed by apostasy. We can either listen to God or be heading for a shipwreck of our faith and spiritual condition...

We can therefore keep on denying God, or His Truth, or His ways as believers or as non-believers, but we are heading for that Lighthouse. We can argue, we can protest, we can change laws, we can shout and scream, and we can conform to the world, but we cannot change reality and truth.  We are all on a headlong collision with God. Either we submit to His Truths or Ways, or we are heading for the Rock that will shatter us.

If we wish to remain in the Truth, then we need to abide in the Lord (John 15), which means our entire life must continually be built on the solid foundation of our Lord Jesus. It says in 1 John 2: 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

In reality, we cannot always have it our way. We have to conform to a higher truth, thus a higher authority. Truth is not going to change to accommodate us. We are the ones who must change to conform to what’s true. His Ways are higher than ours, so we must submit.

He is God. We are but human. He made the Universe; we have made nothing without resources. End of story. The battleship thought it could continue on its way, for it was a battleship, but there was a higher authority in its way.

No matter who we are, no matter how wealthy we are, and no matter our position in life or what we have done, God is always the highest authority, and HE MOVES FOR NO ONE!

And so we are reminded of the importance of Jesus being the cornerstone in several other Scriptures:

1 Peter 2: The Chosen Stone and His Chosen People: 4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, “Behold, I lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.” 7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, “The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of stumbling  And a rock of offense.” They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed. 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

Peter also alludes to how people who reject the Truth find the rock a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence. And this has always been the case. We can either embrace God’s Truth, conform and be changed by it, or we will crash against the Rock. We can either submit or be humble, or we will stumble and fall. This is also the message by Paul in 1 Corinthians 1: 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.” 20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

And even also Isaiah ...

Isaiah 8: 13 The LORD of hosts, Him you shall hallow;

Let Him be your fear,

And let Him be your dread.

14 He will be as a sanctuary,

But a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense

To both the houses of Israel,

As a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

15 And many among them shall stumble;

They shall fall and be broken,

Be snared and taken.”

Why this violent connotation of stumbling, falling, being crushed, or taking offense? Is it because we have forgotten who Jesus is?

Colossians 1: 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the pre-eminence.

Let us be reminded of the following warning by Paul: Romans 1: God’s Wrath on Unrighteousness: 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.

Indeed, the Lord is mighty. Shall we not submit and heed His call for us to turn our backs on our ways – the forbidden and apostate ways – and seek Him in the Holy of Holies. Finally, in Daniel, we are also made aware that no power on earth or in the heavenlies can resist the Lord Almighty. There is no greater power, greater empire, or greater kingdom than the Kingdom of Heaven. We, as the creation of God, pale in comparison to His awesome might and power.

Daniel 2: 31 “Your Majesty looked, and there before you stood a large statue—an enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in appearance. 32 The head of the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay. 34 While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were all broken to pieces and became like chaff on a threshing floor in the summer. The wind swept them away without leaving a trace. But the rock
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