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Those who are planted in the house of the Lord

Shall flourish in the courts of our God. 

Psalm 92:13

_________________________________________________________________-

Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles ‘doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.

Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.

So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

Acts 2:41-46

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This is the membership Handbook of The Triumph Church. It can be adopted for any church
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To God’s elect gathered under this commission and to the millions that the Lord shall add.
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This Handbook is not intended as an exhaustive source, but as a springboard. Depending on the content and context, membership classes would usually last from 2 to 8 hours, either in one session or in multiple sessions.

Classes could be completed

❑  in one block of time,

❑  or in one day with break(s),

Awareness initiatives: Once the purpose, format, and the days and times of the class(es) are determined, details need to be shared and publicized with the congregation in enough time to allow for people to arrange their schedules. A written and/or verbal invitation from the Pastor or other leaders in the congregation may be issued with specific targeting of those who are new to the community and seem ready to learn more and possibly commit.

Facilitator(s): The church leadership will also have to determine who best to facilitate the Membership class(es). The Pastor or other Pastoral Leader is very often involved in at least a good portion of the class, or at least designates a facilitator, but other Pastoral Staff and Team Leaders may be involved in at least part of the facilitation. If more than one person is involved in facilitating the class(es), it is important to be clear ahead of time about who is responsible for which part and how the facilitators will work together to make the learning experience positive.

Delivery Methods: In working with adult learners, it is important to keep in mind that adults learn best in experiential, interactive modes: simply reading to them or lecturing is rarely enough to help the learning process. It is also important to remember that there are different learning styles represented among the participants, and by varying the format and mode of delivery, it will keep participants engaged at different levels and appeal to the various learning styles present.

Handouts/Printed Material: If there will be handouts of any kind, the details of printing them, what goes into them, who is responsible for printing, where they will be printed need to ironed out in sufficient time to ensure that the handouts are completely prepared well before the class(es) start. Each participant should have a good writing utensil and paper for taking notes if they choose to do so.

Multimedia: Very often, membership classes will include some sort of video, PowerPoint presentation, or even music. If there are any multimedia elements to be included, it will be important to determine who will set those up ahead of time and test that they work, and to ensure someone trained, the facilitator(s) or someone else is available during the class(es) to operate the multimedia equipment.

Refreshments: Classes presented in one day with a significant break would usually include a meal at the break. Snacks would often be served at classes in any format. At the very least, drinks should be provided. It will be important to determine ahead of time which Team/Committee/person(s) will be responsible for any food, snacks, or drinks and for them to set up in plenty of time.

Registration: The coordinator will need to determine if and how there will be any sort of registration or RSVP for participants. Doing so will provide estimates to allow planning for handouts and refreshments.

Ice breakers: Given that the participants will be new or will be meeting others for the first time, it is so important to ensure a relaxed environment where everyone feels comfortable and warm. This can be achieved by using relevant ice breakers to break the walls and build a sense of togetherness. 

Sometimes depending on time and purpose, the facilitator may choose to make this a time of each person sharing their faith stories. Some questions that might help people in telling these stories might be:

❑  How did you understand faith when you were younger? How, if at all, has this changed?

❑  Who has been particularly instrumental in your faith story?

❑  Has there ever been a time when you felt like you had no place in a faith community? In God’s love? What changed that?

❑  How is God present in the events of your everyday life?

❑  What is it that you believe the world needs more than anything else?

With all of the introduction activities, be sure to thank people for sharing.

Start of Class: The start of the class is a time to meet, greet, and get to know the participants, for them to get to know one another and the facilitators. There are a variety of ways to do introductions. It is important to create a safe space for people to speak freely or not to speak, and also to create space that is shared and not monopolized by one or a few individuals. Some people are naturally more shy and reticent and some more outgoing and gregarious. Try to be sensitive to these differences in introductions. 

Model the introductions so participants get an idea of the content and length requested. Depending on purpose and length of class, introductions can be brief or can be more in depth.

Some possible brief introductions:

● Name, where from, occupation, how long attending

● Name, where from, occupation, what brought you to this church

● Name, where from, occupation, religious background

● Name, where from, what is your favorite place to go to think

● Name, story of how you got your name
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Dear Prospective Member

We greet you in the wonderful Name of our Lord Jesus Christ and heartily welcome you to our connect class.

Your consideration to become a member is highly appreciated. The church is more than shared values and resources; it is the living body of Christ, and “you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house” (1 Peter 2:5). The church is a place for giving as well as receiving. Each person in the church is important. 

The book of Hebrews, chapter 10:24-25 tells us,” And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. What does this mean to us as a family? To neglect assembling ourselves together is to give up the encouragement and help of other Christians. 

Please do not think that membership is just “another ritual” in the church. We have no intention of you joining The Triumph Church and then fading into inactive anonymity. Our desire is for each member to be active in ministry. This manual describes what the church believes and how we try to live out these convictions. As you learn more about the church, please be praying about how you can become more connected here.

Why do we want you to be an “active” member? Because we believe people bloom when they are serving God! Serving God in the church is a positive and rewarding experience. We have seen a great number of people grow and bloom into the person God intended them to be through service in the congregation. It enhances personal and spiritual growth when we serve each other “as unto the Lord”.

We understand well today that many are uncomfortable with “membership” in a church. Our current culture requires flexibility and Christians in particular are reluctant to commit themselves to a local Body. We would encourage you to run counter culture to this new mind-set. We believe that belonging to a local congregation is extremely important for your spiritual health and the health of the church of Jesus Christ. There is no organization in the world that doesn’t have some system of belonging. We believe the Bible teaches a system of belonging for the local body of believers. 

While we all belong to the church universal, we understand the church universal cannot meet for worship, ministry and mutual edification. God has called into being local manifestations of the universal church - the local congregation. The New Testament gives us very clear revelation on how the church should function and organize itself. We are determined to follow His Word without apology, and call God’s people to the commitment and love which the local church needs to fulfill God’s intentions for it. 

We, along with our church ministry team, desire to serve you too! We pray that as you join hands with
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