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involved in the design and construction process are proud to be part of the company team. All those employed were making gut money from hard work getting the job done. Those there for over five years received a part ownership package, bonuses for the job well earned. And an incentive for those Men never missed a day of work. Bonus money. 
Chapter Three
Misty Roses 
A botanical garden had nm come to mind amongst the misty roses in bloom. Lavinia Bontrager is proud of her Roses. She tiny lady at best twenty-three years old. Her job was to be a florist because of her love of flowers. 
   Ma’am insisted I get to do it as my job and Vader agreed with her. Life was gutt with her soul. And the Rose garden at Grossmama's farmstead, Grosspapa grew beans and made horse harnesses. He is Vaders, Vader. Liefde overwint alles.(Love conquers all.)
Her Grootouders (Grandparents) motto, and it truly was. The truth of the matter is that the most beautiful thing is your marriage. Gott created this relationship to be so perfect and unique lasting a lifetime. Then the creation of Kinner came next. To show love and help with farming. A distinguished way of farming off the land, cultivating the land for growing crops. Using old Order Amish techniques. From the ancestors who lived before them. And used for generations. 
   A sunset captured by a background of Apple orchards. Smells of honeysuckle on the vine spread along the walkway. Picket fences kept back well-kept gardens for private use of the family. Among the wide varieties of vegetables are tomato plants a fruit, eggplant, Carrots, potatoes, cabbage, lettuce, cucumbers, many squash varieties and radishes, and pumpkins. A carefree lifestyle of the plain and simple is hard-working people. 
   A big white farmhouse, double-sided for two families to live in. Beautiful and very clean house.
Chapter Four
Bontrager family 
On that particular day, something peculiar happened. I’m not sure if I should recollect it or cherish the memory in a moment in time. 
   Almonzo , stood firm while at the same time holding his ground.” Stay off my property, Herman Yoder. You turn around and walk to your buggy get in and go. You're not part of the family. You owe me money and until you pay up we aren’t building anymore for you, hear me.” 
  Herman obeyed not without a cross word between them. “ I paid all I’m gonna pay you no more money I’m suing you, you’ll hear from my lawyer.” 
   “ You’ve paid half the amount, if your Vader were alive he’d shame you, Herman.” With that, he trotted away in a black buggy and a Hershberger Horse. 
   Samuel,and Hans his braudars walked from behind him.” He’s turned bad his Vader would be ashamed of him. Such a gut guy he was his memory must not be forgotten. Except Herman was opposite to a point of disbelief is what. More than that to cheat a neighbor at church is sacrilegious. Your reputation goes downhill fast. And lately, the way it looks he's on the chopping block. He owed all around town. For some reason, he has a reputation for being bad. He comes from such a nice family too. 
Chapter Four
Enthusiasm 
Lavinia Bontrager had planted more pots of roses. As if it hadn’t been enough already she laughed inside herself. A shadow above her brought her attention back to the present not her garden. “Hello, Almanzo, good to see you today. Let’s step inside my house to have Kofie and visit together.” 
  “Of course, that would be nice Lavinia .” They walked on together she removed her gloves and set them on her gardening cart. A barefoot and free-spirited woman walked ahead on a cement block walk to her house. He followed her. Both wore traditional Amish dress. She had a light blue dress, a white apron, and a white bonnet. He wore a straw hat, a dark green shirt, and brown work pants. 
   From where they stood at four o’clock the farmhouse she shared looked peaceful and comfortable. It has a screened-in porch with wooden steps. A big screen door with a latch so it didn’t slam against the house. He followed behind her feminine body and stride a true beauty. He couldn’t take his eyes off her, her pretty feet, beautiful face, and hands. 
   Another wooden door with a glass window. Stepped inside to a cool space a wooden ceiling fan was going by pulling a leather strap. Convenience at your fingertips. 
   “Please sit at my table, a wooden table and six chairs. In the center a glass oil lamp. Six table mats made of cloth printed with Flowers. Sugar on the table in a small bowl with a tiny wooden spoon. Lots of wood-built-in cupboards painted white. A large spacious countertop , held canisters for flour, sugar, brown sugar, tea bags, and another for ground Kofie  A black pot-bellied stove and shelves of glass canned goods. Roast beef, chicken, chilli, pork chops, meatballs, spaghetti, and several soups. Canned vegetables and fruit. Pie filling, white bread, wheat bread to slice into breakfast bread, and butter. Hot dogs, ham, pickled vegetables, potatoes, and gravy. Wide-mouth jars make removal easy. Also pumpkin bread , and squash bread. 
The place very impressive for sure. And pretty too. 
Recipe 
Pumpkin bread 
When using a jar to bake bread, use a wide-mouthed one. You're going to can so your dough bakes inside nicely. 2/3 cup shortening, 2 1/2 cups sugar, 4 eggs, 2 cups pure pumpkin, 2/3 cups water, 3 cups flour, 1/2 tsp. Baking powder, 2 tsp. Baking soda, 1 1/2 tsp. Salt, 1 tsp. Cinnamon,1 tsp. Ground cloves mix by hand with a wooden spoon till smooth. Pour into wide-mouth glass canning jars. 
1 cup ground walnuts 
Using a funnel pour into wide-mouth jars 12. 
Using a canner put six jars at a time. Next place jars and lids loosely, fill with water. Boil till lids pop shut. Also, fill your jars half full of dough. Otherwise, it runs over the top and ruins it. Enjoy. 
Chapter Five
Kofie 
Facing one another drinking kofie, Lavinia and Almanzo , sipped the kofie, with cream and sugar. Positive conversation was interrupted and they both laughed aloud over friends and family both of whom they genuinely knew well. 
  Her pumpkin bread is tasty as ever slathered with butter. A side of goulash adorned in melted shredded cheese, on the side cold apple juice kept in the underground refrigerator. Outside the back door, opened by a cellar door with a lock so kinner don’t get shut inside without an adult being mischievous. 
    She lit all the oil lamps on the first floor. As the door opened Noah and Pricilla walked in holding hands smiling. Noah Almanzos Brauder and Pricilla, Lavinia's sister. 
They’d been together a year and were considering marriage. Because they love each other very much. 
   Pricilla got each a hot cup of coffee and a hot roast beef sandwich, buttered 
Small potatoes and milk. Each started to eat and drink quietly savoring every bite. 
   Before long the foursome 
Decided to play cards and did so till midnight and the guys left for home. The night is perfect for company and getting to know each other. 
Chapter Six 
To hear Gott
A familiar sound a hummingbird in flight, sipping nectar juice from the feeder. An array of colors, intertwined, a weave of a tiny bird dance.
Quick flutter strokes intricate, the bravo of a culture of trained glory of nature at its best. Letting us know it has fulfilled its promise of being alive. The dance of the Hummingbird. 
   Suddenly as my heart grapples with my life being found by your soul awakens mine. Lavinia Bontrager thought about Almonza so dear to one’s heart if only he knew or made a move to love her back or at least show interest. She prayed over her own heart to obey Gott and trust in his ways. 
  It hadn’t been long before she was invited to the card club at the Lapse Farmstead. Besides her Priscilla of course, is Noah’s girlfriend. Relaxed about it and at the same time wanting to give out a gut impression. Her Schwester Ruth was attending with them. You could tell they are related by facial features. Something about the eyes, and mouth, the same shape nose gives it away. A mix of Ma’am and Vader both. 
  Much to everyone’s delight the Bontrager Schwesters had come. Each brought a homemade pie made from scratch. Pricilla made a Chocolate Meringue pie, Lavinia apple crumb, and Ruth made a strawberry pie all set on ice inside the barn. 
  Besides other pies, cakes, cookies, and fried chicken over a candle under a pan. Tossed salad with everything and ham salad sandwiches, potato chips, and a relish tray. A cooler of ice full of assorted drinks from a can or bottle pop, water, and iced tea.Paper plates, napkins.
   Soon the church band tunes up and starts singing and playing. Amish songs this sect of plain people can sing and dance. Square dancing together if they choose to. Each is self-ruling and a group made the rules. Also, the way they move around the Amish Village of Green Tree Township. 
Seven
Wrestless Wind
Ruth settled into the party with a plate of food. Dark-haired wearing a black scarf tied behind her bun. Big green eyes, pink cheeks, and an oval face, tall and poised. A smile that makes one take notice right away. 
 And he sat there off to the other side of her. Eli lapses, quiet, serene with a gut work ethic. His face was that of a Pennsylvania Dutch, with a nose and bulky torso, and gold wire-rimmed glasses. 
 A deep voice and hearty laugh.wearing Amish clothes as all men did here. To those of us who are still waiting for love this may be for you a picnic. Come join us. 
  After eating Ruth walked with Priscilla speaking with other friends. The sultry day turned evening. Lavinia caught up with them, hugging their backsides. “Hello, Schwestern, and how are you doing?” Ick hou Von ja,” ( love you.)
   They then meandered onward and sat amongst the singers. Singing on with them all to a tempo of delightful sound of harmony. Angelic sounds of Angels filled the air high above them. 
   What could have happened to bring such joy to the singing group? You may ask, for surely there are some things we can not explain. 
   Suddenly a restless wind stirred up light airy. Dirt scattered off the field blew. Untouched by the incident and singing at the party. 
     Nearby a hollowed-out tree left behind from past storms of rain turned it into a place where animals made their own. 
    Suddenly out of nowhere a man came up and asked a guest whose farmstead this was? And they let them know who owns it. 
  Sounds from the kinner playing at the yard swings
Brought consciousness into the air as they are all aware of the truth about the existence of love throughout the place. 
  Ruth lost her footing and started falling going to her seat after singing. Eli lapsed, grabbed her by the waist small his big hands wrapped around it. “ You ok Mam?” 
   “ I’m Ruth and yes Danke, gracious, phew. I honestly don’t know how it happened really.” She giggled at her predicament. And he did even. 
  Together they walked to get a drink and ice cream. Priscilla and Lavinia stopped taking a long look at them. “ They are so cute together, awww.” Ruth looked straight at them and they all waved, smiling.” The beginning of the start of a love story. 
Chapter Eight 
Dreams 
“ Do you believe in dream catchers ?” Eli asks Ruth, " I bought one for you today. Look It has feathers, a Web made from heavy thread. Light blue beads, white sparkly beads, and gold stones. A hook on the top of it to hang wherever you want.”
   After opening it she hung it in front of the window. Where it collected light sheer delight looking at it there. 
    Soon Priscilla and Almonzo, Lavinia and Noah. Sat around amongst them using the gift of gab to get to know each other better. 
    For those of us who have wished upon a star one night or another, we must have a Dream Catcher of our own. 
    Possibilities of life are endless with one hanging in the mist. Some who chance to dream may be born again by a dream Set in time. Looking back at life and then forward to seeking new opportunities in store for you. 
   A settling effect came over those in tune with the laws of karma. To those marveling in trust and confidence, respect for others and their actions will always prevail coming back to them. 
   Then others who no longer believe in sharing see nor understand others’ feelings. They will always end up with unhappy karma just exactly what they are owed. True to the spirit laws of karma “ What goes around comes around.” 
    Time and again the wheel rolls around going in the direction of karma dealt by yourself. How well you treat others will determine your future. 
Chapter Nine 
Courage
My friend wanted fertile ground and a good crop of trees for his tree farm to sell as Christmas trees. Something about the aroma sap from the Pine trees attracts your heart and soul. 
   A Timber wolf
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Introduction: Although | walk through the Valley of Darkness | shall fear o . For though art
wih m.

Ruth Bontrager, shivered to her core. Desp inside herself, she fet numb and cold.
Unreachable, to my regret a good man Gross-papa was lid to est. * Sony Voorie, rootvad

sony about your Grosspapa.

* Dankee so much Lavinia " Ruth then curiies to her n respect. As other naighbors came
through the Barn, a church that traveled twice a month, and the bench wagon folowing to set
out church benches. The church lasts e hours then  luncheon follows.

Ministr Stoltzfus, gave the thvee-hour funeral service about the wayward wind that s leading
im home to be with God ihe Almighty One.

“Tears she'd shed throughout the congregation. Grosspapa s traveling to heaven at the age of
70 years. He haslots of famly and friends. Leaving behind his wife of 50 years Edna Bontrager.
Futh her Vader Isaac and Maasm Jane. Both have been marred for 25 years happy as ever
*We learned 1o tolerate with Clasped hands. Hoiding hands, clasped hands in prayer. Have.
Kept us togeter all these years,”Isaac said,” Jane my Fra.

Miracuiows, Symbols of Go's Creation,representing Joy, resilience, resurrection, and
messages from loved ones. The Hummingbird.

"o thi day, the Town of Green Apple is unique. Friendly. hard-working Old Order Amish
‘Community, Wrapped in God's arms in carng towards thy fallow man.

Farmfields aplenty, charismatic and healing to look upon—the phone house used to call
thosa with more modem conveninces. Trust God and he wil protect you and allyour famiy.
With daily prayer to him. Remember all God's Grace and th healing effec thas on every one.
of us, His people.

Love s tried yet true around these parts of the countryside. Where the h sound of the il
Iamp in the evening hours settes your soul. And smells of fresh-baked bread and cakes il the.

“The Bontrager Fariyis known n Town for thei partin buiding log homes from theirtree
farm. Much ado about i was the truth they bultsolid homes. Purchased the seal o approval
on each ona bu.

Chapter 2
Famil of Lapse

The large white-washed farmstead, appeared serene and wel-buif, Vader Abel Lapse, maried
Ma'am lzzy Lapsa his wife ( Fra) for many years. They bore five boys Samul, £, Noah, Hans,
and Almanzo Lapse. All over the age of twenty years oid. Fortunately, enough stature for qualty
homes, has been tied {0 ther buiking log homes. Working sunup to sundown. Weskends off
for pleasure seeking. In a long time since cting down more logs, buiking homes. Sunny days
in June, with hot weather are a good thing this time of year. For the heat wave s yet to come.
back once more.

* Dank you heer” (Thank you, lord

Noah recited out loud with expression as he often did. He loaded board by board onto the
truck to carry to another home buiders sit.

Brauder Almanzo, and Hans, Samuel, and i ight with him. Working together to create a
better undarstanding of the buding process. Al proud Amish men are working Up 1o their
potential  trade taught 2s a young teen. Your raised from a young man to work with your
hands in farming the farmstead and in this case aiso buiding log homes along Wit i
Something for everyone to be a part of.

“Trees fel from being sawed down, and an unforgettable smell of fresh-cut wood ngers in the
ait Sawdust accumuated around the tres trunk. Many Amish men worked diigently at the ob
t0 be done as soon as possible and cut logs to buid homes. Beautfull but ones purchased
by sumounding communites And themsaives owned one. Barnes has also been bult according
to specifications for many years. All inder warranty in this buiing Business. Many of those
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