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			Agatha Christie 

			English novelist, dramatist and short story writer

			
					Born in Devon in 1890.

					Died in Oxford in 1976.

					Notable works:	Murder on the Orient Express (1934), novel

	Death on the Nile (1937), novel

	The Adventure of the Christmas Pudding and a Selection of Entrées (1960), short story collection




			

			Agatha Christie was born in 1890. She was an English author who is particularly well known for her string of world-famous detective stories. She wrote more than 60 novels (including The Murder of Roger Ackroyd, 1926; Murder on the Orient Express, 1934; and Death on the Nile, 1937), several plays (including The Mousetrap, 1952), two autobiographies, and six novels under the pseudonym Mary Westmacott. Some of the detectives in her books, such as Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple, are recurring characters. 

			Her books stand out due to their unique style and feature various recognisable elements, such as their ability to keep the mystery and the suspense going right until the very end, their spontaneity, their humour, and their surprise endings.

		


		
			And Then There Were None

			From a children’s nursery rhyme to a series of frightening murders

			
					Genre: detective novel

					Reference edition: Christie, A. (2007) And Then There Were None. Masterpiece Ed. New York: Harper.

					1st edition: 1939

					Themes: anxiety, murder, isolation, guilt, investigation, performance

			

			And Then There Were None (1939) is a detective novel which depicts a series of macabre murders that take place behind closed doors, and that the law is powerless to stop. The victims are former defendants who were let off because of a lack of evidence, in order to punish them for their crimes. The mysterious, nerve-wracking atmosphere, the rhythm of the dialogue, the interactive element (the reader can try to guess the identity of the murderer), and the tightly structured nature of the story continue to captivate readers both young and old to this day. 

		


		
			Summary

			The mysterious Owen family

			The story takes place in the 1940s, in Devon in the South of England. The first chapter introduces almost all the characters of the book on their way to Soldier Island: Mr Justice Wargrave, Vera Claythorn, Captain Philip Lombard, Miss Emily Brent, General Macarthur, Dr Armstrong, Anthony Marston and Mr Blore. They are all guests of Mr and Mrs Owen, the owners of the island. However, once they meet at the little harbour, the guests realise that none of them know the Owens or Soldier Island which, when seen from afar, has “something sinister about it”.

			The Owens’ house is very modern and their servants, Mr and Mrs Rogers, provide the guests with impeccable service. However, they also admit that they do not know the owners who, moreover, are nowhere to be found on the island. Vera, who discovers a nursery rhyme in her room about ten Soldiers who disappear one after the other, thinks that it is there to tie in with the island’s name (Soldier Island).

			The nursery rhyme Ten Little Soldiers

			At dinner, the eight guests realise that, firstly, the same nursery rhyme is in each of their rooms and, secondly, there are ten soldier statuettes on the dining room table. Shortly after, a voice from nowhere accuses all of the people on the island of having committed a crime, throwing them all into a panic. 

			In reality, the voice came from a gramophone in a nearby room. Mr Rogers then admits that he was ordered by the Owens to put it on. He explains that he and his wife were hired, through an agency, by Ulick Norman Owen, who sends them orders by post. The guests, who are at first amazed, are then outraged by the accusations levelled against them, and each of them attempts to defend themselves. 

			Justice Wargrave suggests that each guest explain why they came to the island and respond to the charges against them: some of them completely deny their crimes, others take offense, while others, such as Lombard and Marston, admit their guilt even though they deny all responsibility. The judge astutely points out that the initials of the couple who have invited them here sound like the word “unknown” (Ulick Norman Owen and Una Nancy Owen, or U. N. Owen). He comes to the conclusion that the person who sent them the invitations “knows […] a great deal” and immediately suggests that they leave the island. However, Mr Rogers points out that the only way off Soldier Island is the boat which comes every morning with supplies. 

			The first murders

			The murders begin that night: Anthony Marston drinks a draught of whisky and dies. Dr Armstrong then analyses the glass and concludes that the young man died from poison. While the doctor puts this down to suicide, Vera cannot help thinking that Anthony Marston died just like the first “soldier” in the nursery rhyme, who choked to death after drinking. 

			Dr Armstrong is woken up in the middle of the night by Mr Rogers to examine another murder scene, this time of Mrs Rogers, and decides to wait until breakfast is finished to announce the news to the other guests. 

			That morning, the boat does not arrive, and the guests begin to get worried, especially since the weather has taken a turn for the worse. Their anxiety increases even more when Rogers discovers that there are now only eight soldier statuettes on the dining room table. Lombard thinks that everyone on the island is concerned with “crimes that cannot be brought home to their perpetrators” and that Marston and Mrs Rogers were murdered by U. N. Owen, who must be on the island somewhere. Blore, Dr Armstrong and Lombard, armed with a pistol, decide to inspect the island. However, after finding no trace of Owen on the island or in the house, the guests begin to suspect one another. 

			At dinner, after he excuses himself, Macarthur is found dead, hit on the head with a club. Justice Wargrave then sums up the events of the day and comes to the undeniable conclusion that Owen must be one of the guests. They organise a sort of investigation, piecing together the facts of the deaths of Marston and Mrs Rogers as well as each guest’s reactions to the murders. The judge concludes that every one of them is a suspect. The criminal is among them: they cannot trust anyone. 

			The next morning, it is Mr Roberts who is found dead, his head cleaved open with a chopper. There are now only six statuettes on the dining room table, which does not prevent the guests from continuing their day as normal. 

			After breakfast, Miss Brent, alone in the dining room, hears the buzzing of a bee and feels a sting in her neck. She is found dead by the other guests. Armstrong, the only guest who has a syringe, is searched, but the syringe is no longer in his suitcase. As a result, the judge decides to inspect each of the five survivors and put Armstrong’s medicine and Lombard’s revolver, which has also disappeared, in a safe place. Blore finally finds the syringe, thrown from the dining room window, with the fifth statuette. 

			Vera, alone in her room, is frightened by some seaweed hanging from the ceiling, which she mistakes for a hand coming to strangle her. Alerted by her cry, the survivors, with the exception of the judge, rush to her aid. After making sure that Vera is not in danger, they go back to the dining room and discover the body of Wargrave, sitting in an armchair, clothed in a scarlet robe (the red curtain in the bathroom which had disappeared) and an improvised judge’s wig. Armstrong notes that he was killed by a bullet to the head. 

			That night, Blore hears footsteps in the hallway and spots a silhouette leaving the house. He wakes up the others and notices that Armstrong has also disappeared. Blore and Lombard set off to find him, but come back empty-handed. In the meantime, another statuette has disappeared from the dining room table. 

			The perfect crime

			The next morning, the three survivors are on edge. Vera thinks that Armstrong has set them a trap by faking his disappearance, since the nursery rhyme mentions a “red herring”. All three then leave the house to go find the doctor. Blore goes back to the house to eat, where he is found dead by Lombard and Vera, his head crushed by a clock. 

			Shaken by this murder, the two survivors hide out at the cliffs, where they spot Armstrong’s body, drowned. While they are pulling the body from the water, Vera sees her chance and slips Lombard’s pistol out of his pocket. She kills him, convinced that she will no longer be in danger once she is alone on the island. 

			When she returns to the house, she notices that there are still three statuettes on the dining room table. She throws out two of them and keeps the last one. She then goes up to her room, where she finds a rope hanging from the ceiling and a chair below it. She decides to hang herself, mentally exhausted. 

			When the bodies are discovered, an investigation is opened to find the culprit. Two inspectors from Scotland Yard, Thomas Legge and Maine, discuss the ten bodies discovered on Soldier Island, which was bought by a man called Isaac Morris (a mysterious character, who died in suspicious circumstances just before the ten characters arrived on the island) for Owen. Their investigation reveals that all the guests were involved in crimes, but all of them were acquitted because of lack of evidence. They think that the criminal must be one of the characters murdered on the island. Maine pieces together the timeline of the murders by reading the guests’ diaries. He concludes that, after Vera’s death, there must have been one more survivor on the island to put away the chair the schoolmistress used to hang herself. However, he still cannot work out who the criminal is. 

			The final chapter is Wargrave’s written confession. It turns out that he is the island’s criminal; he faked his death in order to avoid all suspicion. He admits his crimes in a letter which he signs and throws into the sea in a bottle. As a result, if the police ever find the letter, the crime will be solved; if not, the case will forever remain a mystery. He explains that, after finding out he was suffering from a fatal illness and as he was at the end of his career anyway, he decided to go out as an “artist in crime” and commit the perfect murder, which nobody will ever be able to solve. He discovered his future victims’ secrets through rumours and then invited them to Soldier Island, previously purchased with the help of Isaac Morris, who he then poisoned. Isaac Morris is therefore the tenth victim, since Wargrave commits suicide, believing he is completely innocent. 

			The letter is finally discovered by the master of the Emma Jane fishing trawler and sent to Scotland Yard. 

		


		
			Character study

			Mr Justice Wargrave

			Wargrave, the character who opens and closes the novel, is a former judge with a formidable reputation in the world of justice, nicknamed “the hanging judge” because of his rigidity. Dr Armstrong recalls that he “had great power with a jury – it was said he could make their minds up for them any day of the week”.

			He sets himself up as the island’s Supreme Judge and manipulates the other characters like puppets. As well as his talent as a pitiless judge, Wargrave has many other qualities:

			
					He is an astute psychologist, and is capable of predicting the actions of his next victims. As a result, he sends each of them a fake invitation, written well enough to fool them and lure them to the island. 

					He is intelligent, organising and leading an investigation like a real policeman. 

					He is also a talented actor (he hides his real emotions extremely well) and director (he wants to commit “something theatrical, impossible!”).

					He could have been a detective writer and believes he is has an “incurably romantic imagination”.

			

			In short, he is the perfect criminal (“It was my ambition to invent a murder mystery that no one could solve”). Wargrave is therefore a complex character:

			
					Young Wargrave was a cruel teenager, who loved to torture and kill insects, all the while feeling both immense pleasure and unrelenting remorse.

					Adult Wargrave is a man with a great deal of self-confidence, driven by a particular sense of justice. As a result, “he gets to see himself as all powerful, as holding the power of life and death”. He trusts his instincts and is capable of sniffing out guilt, boasting that he has never committed a legal error thanks to this high degree of perception. This madness and self-confidence in himself had already been noticed by one of his peers, who describes him as “some fanatic with a bee in his bonnet about justice”.

					He is also very ambitious, wishing to end his life “in a blaze of excitement”. “I would live before I died”, he says. 

			

			In a way, he appears to be a sort of modern Satan: all-powerful in his “hell” (Soldier Island), with his victims at his mercy. He kills his guests in a pre-established order; those who, in his opinion, are less guilty are killed first, while the guiltiest ones are kept for the end. He goes about his crime in an ingenious manner, killing himself with Lombard’s revolver using a system of cords and a handkerchief, in order to make the investigators think that he has really been killed by a bullet to the head, as the guests write in their diaries. 

			Vera Claythorne

			Young Vera Claythorne is a former governess, games mistress and personal secretary during the school holidays. She committed a crime of love: she pretended to try to save Cyril, the child who she was

			
			Captain Philip Lombard

			
			
			Miss Emily Brent

			
			General Macarthur 

			
			
			Dr Armstrong

			
			
			Anthony Marston

			
			Mr Blore

			
			Mr and Mrs Rogers
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