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Introduction


This book is for the Edexcel GCSE History unit Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39.

In it you will learn about an interesting period of European history. It is about how war affected a country and caused millions of people to suffer. It is about how a dangerous politician with extreme ideas took over the government and created a country where he controlled everything. This government even controlled the ideas of the people who lived there!


What is in this book?

This book is divided into four key topics:


	•  Key topic 1 is about the Weimar Republic 1918–29. This was the government of Germany after the First World War. You will see the problems that they faced, how far they solved these problems, and how German society changed.

	•  Key topic 2 is about how the Nazi Party started and grew, and how its leader, Adolf Hitler, eventually became leader of Germany.

	•  Key topic 3 is about how Hitler controlled Germany as Chancellor. You will learn about how he dealt with his opponents, how he used the police, and how he controlled people’s ideas.

	•  Key topic 4 is about life in Nazi Germany. You will see how the lives of different groups of people, like women, young people and minorities, were changed by the Nazi government.



Each chapter in the book:


	•  contains activity boxes. These will help you to learn the key information and practise exam skills.

	•  gives lots of practice exam questions with advice on how to answer all the question types.

	•  has key words at the start of the chapter to help you to use the right historical words.





About your exam

For your Edexcel History GCSE, you will study four units and sit three exams. This unit, Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39, is part of exam Paper 3.

This exam will test your:


	•  knowledge and understanding of the main events in Germany 1918–39

	•  ability to write short and longer essay questions

	•  ability to answer source and interpretation questions.



The questions will include these four historical skills:


	•  Inference – this means using a source to learn more about a topic.

	•  Causation – this means explaining why an event or change happened.

	•  Utility – this means judging how useful a source is.

	•  Interpretation – this means explaining the difference between two interpretations and why they are different, as well as judging how far you agree with the interpretation.



As you go through this book, you will improve all these skills.
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Paper 3: Modern depth study

Option 31: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39


	1  Give two things you can infer from Source A about the Reichstag fire of February 1933. Complete the table below to explain your answer.
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1 This is an inference question. That means saying what we can learn about the topic from what the source says.

[image: ]





	a)  What I can infer:
_________________________________

Details in the source that tell me this:

_________________________________


	b)  What I can infer:
_________________________________

Details in the source that tell me this:

_________________________________

(Total for Question 1 = 4 marks)





	2  Explain why there was increased support for the Nazis in the years 1929–32.
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2 This is a causation question. This means explaining three reasons why something happened.
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You may use the following in your answer:


	•  unemployment

	•  Goebbels



You must also use information of your own.
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(Total for Question 2 = 12 marks)



	3  a)  Study Sources B and C. How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into the effects of Nazi policies towards women in the years 1933–39? Explain your answer, using Sources B and C and your knowledge of the historical context.
(8)
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3 a) This is a utility question. This means saying how useful each source is to a historian.
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	b)  Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views about the effects of Nazi policies towards women in the years 1933–39. What is the main difference between these views? Explain your answer, using details from both interpretations.
(4)
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b) This is an interpretation question. You need to say what is different about the two historians’ opinions.
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	c)  Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about the effects of Nazi policies towards women in the years 1933–39. You may use Sources B and C to help explain your answer.
(4)
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c) This is also an interpretation question. You need to explain why the two interpretations are different.
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	d)  How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about the effects of Nazi policies towards women in the years 1933–39? Explain your answer, using both interpretations, and your knowledge of the historical context.
(20)
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d) This is a judgement question. You need to decide how far you agree with the opinion in one of the interpretations.
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Up to 4 marks of the total for part (d) will be awarded for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology = 4 marks)

(Total for Question 3 = 36 marks)

(Total for Paper = 52 marks)
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KEY TOPIC 1 The Weimar Republic, 1918–29
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Useful words

Constitution – the rules for how a government works.

Culture – parts of everyday life, like music, fashion, entertainment, hobbies.

Economy – the money that a country has.

Legacy – the effects that continue after something has ended.

Loan – when countries or people borrow money.

Pact – an agreement between two countries. It is another word for a treaty.

Reparations – the money a country pays as a punishment if they lose a war.
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History words

Armistice – the agreement to stop fighting at the end of the First World War.

Treaty of Versailles – a deal after the First World War that was designed by other countries to punish Germany.

Weimar Republic – the new German government after the First World War.

Reichstag – the German parliament.

[image: ]






[image: ]

This section will tell you about Germany in the years after the First World War.

The war was a disaster for Germany. It cost a lot in money and lives. After the war, Germany was in chaos. The ruler, or Kaiser, stopped ruling Germany, and the German people needed a new government. The new government that they created was called the Weimar Republic. You will learn how the new government worked.

The Weimar Republic faced many problems, including violent rebellions, shortages of money and losing land after the war. Things got especially bad by 1923. You will learn about the problems that the Republic faced.

After 1923, things started to get better, mainly because of a politician called Stresemann. You will learn about how he fixed some of the problems, and what it was like to live in Germany once things started to improve.
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Timeline



	1918
	Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicates



	
	First World War ends



	1919
	Spartacist Uprising



	
	The Treaty of Versailles is signed



	1920
	Kapp Putsch



	1923
	French occupy the Ruhr



	
	Hyperinflation



	1924
	Dawes Plan



	1925
	Locarno Pact



	1926
	Germany joins League of Nations



	1928
	Kellogg–Briand Pact



	1929
	Young Plan
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1 The start of a new Republic, 1918–19
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The main points:


	•  On 9 November 1918, Kaiser Wilhelm abdicated his throne.

	•  The First World War ended two days later when the two sides signed the Armistice.

	•  A new government was created that was called the Weimar Republic.

	•  It had some strengths, but it also had a lot of weaknesses.
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1.1 The legacy of the First World War

The First World War began in 1914. Europe was divided into two sides.
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Until the end of the First World War, the Kaiser had control of the government. By 1918, Germany was losing. French, British and American troops were pushing back the German army. Food was running short in Germany. In October 1918, the army generals and German politicians wanted the war to end.


A new government

The politicians created a new government which was led by Prince Max of Baden. They did not have to answer to the Kaiser any more. He had lost control of his government.

Prince Max wanted the war to end. He spoke to Woodrow Wilson, the President of the USA. Wilson said that there would be no peace while the Kaiser was still the ruler of Germany.

Things got worse in Germany at the end of October. Sailors at a German naval base at Kiel refused to leave the port to attack British ships.

On the 9 November, Kaiser Wilhelm realised that he had very little support. He abdicated his throne. This meant that Germany was now a republic.

A new government was created under the leadership of a new Chancellor, Friedrich Ebert.

One of Ebert’s first actions was to accept an Armistice with Germany’s enemies. He thought that Germany would be treated fairly. This was because the American leader, President Wilson, had a list of fair ideas called the Fourteen Points, which were to sort out Europe by treating all countries reasonably.

Ebert announced that there would be elections on 19 January 1919 to elect a parliament to create the rules for the new government.
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SOURCE A ‘The signing of the Armistice’. This 1918 painting shows the Allied Commanders meeting German politicians ready to sign the Armistice.
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Activities


	1  Read this page carefully. Then make a timeline of the main events. It should start with the USA joining the war, and end with the election date for the new parliament.

	2  What was one reason for Kaiser Wilhelm abdicating in November 1918?
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1.2 Creating the new Weimar Republic

The German people elected politicians to design a new government. They were called the Constituent Assembly. In the January elections, a political party called the SPD won the most votes. But they only won 163 seats, which was still not enough to make a government on their own. They would have to work with other political parties. This is called a coalition government. There were nine other parties in the parliament. The biggest had 75 seats and the smallest had just one seat.

The new government was not secure. They were threatened by left-wing and right-wing enemies. To keep the new Constituent Assembly safe, they moved from Berlin to a smaller town called Weimar. Because they were based in Weimar, and the new government was a republic without a king or emperor, the new government became known as the Weimar Republic.

The new assembly had two urgent jobs to do:


	1  They had to write the rules for the government, called the constitution.

	2  They had to work on a peace agreement with Britain, France and the USA (known as the Allies).
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SOURCE B Friedrich Ebert (in the centre) at a meeting with journalists on the day he was elected President in November 1919
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Activities


	1  Why was the new government called the ‘Weimar Republic’?

	2  What does it mean if a politician is:

	a)  left wing?

	b)  right wing?
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What does ‘left-and right-wing’ mean?

In this topic, you will see the words ‘left’ and ‘right’ used a lot. It is a way of describing the general opinions of a politician.
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The Weimar Constitution

The new Weimar Republic was the first time that Germany had tried democracy. The diagram shows how the government worked.
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SOURCE C Key articles (rules) of the Weimar Constitution



	Article 22
	The Reichstag delegates are elected by universal, equal, direct and secret suffrage by all men and women over twenty years of age, in accordance with the principles of proportional representation.



	Article 23
	The Reichstag is elected for four years.



	Article 48
	If public safety and order in the Reich is materially disturbed or endangered, the Reich President may take the necessary measures to restore public safety and order.
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Everyone could vote from 20 years old, including women. In Britain, women had to be 30 before voting.
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The voting system was called ‘proportional representation’. It meant that parties won seats in the Reichstag depending on how many votes they got. But this caused some problems that are on the next page.
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Article 48 said that in an emergency, the President could run the country without needing anyone else, including the Reichstag.
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Activities

Copy and complete these sentences:


	1  The most powerful person in the Weimar Constitution was the ...

	2  The day-to-day decisions were made by the ...

	3  Article 48 said that the President could ...
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In what ways was the new constitution strong?


	•  Men and women could vote at the age of 20. In Britain, men had to be 21 and women 30!

	•  The Chancellor could only do his job if the politicians in the Reichstag supported him. This meant that he had to listen to them instead of simply making decisions that no one wanted.

	•  The President could use Article 48 in an emergency to fix problems quickly.

	•  Voting was by proportional representation. Parties got seats in the Reichstag because of how many votes they won. If they won 10 per cent of the votes, they got 10 per cent of the seats. This was fair.





What about the weaknesses of the new constitution?

Even though there were strengths, there were also some weaknesses.
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Because of the weaknesses, many Germans did not like the new government.
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SOURCE D Part of a speech that Hugo Preuss gave to the Constituent Assembly in 1919. He was the man in charge of the committee that was writing the constitution. He was talking about the new constitution.

I have often listened to the debates with real concern, glancing timidly to the gentlemen of the Right, fearful lest they say to me: ‘Do you hope to give a parliamentary system to a nation like this, one that resists it with every sinew in its body?’ One finds suspicion everywhere; Germans cannot shake off their old political timidity and their deference to the authoritarian state.
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Activities


	1  Copy the scales below. Pick two strengths and two weaknesses of the Weimar Constitution from this page. Write them on each side of the scales.

	2  Look at the two weaknesses that you picked in activity 1. Which do you think was the biggest weakness? Give a reason for your choice.
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Practice question

Give two things you can infer from Source D about the Weimar Constitution. (For help, see page 78.)
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