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PREFACE:




Evade the Tourist Herds and Enter Into An Insider’s Northern Virginia




Known and unknown history, hidden delights and fascinating stories pervade the history of Northern Virginia. This kaleidoscope of discovery, personalities, egos, scandals, conflict framed by sheer beauty creates a vivid tapestry defining over three centuries.




This guide transports you geographically and photographically to the precise famous and infamous locations where history occurred. The scenes may sometimes appear ordinary, weird, but often illuminate the physical background and descriptions behind events. Many of the narratives defy believability, yet they are true.




This Twisted Tour Guide is your alternative to conventional travel. It accommodates the restless visitor, tourist and resident seeking a unique and different perspective to traditional tourism. Northern Virginia remains one of the most beguiling, historic and enchanting cities within the Unites States. 




Welcome to one on the most useful, eclectic and enlightening introductions to Northern Virginia.


[image: Image]


Intuitive Thinking Saves The Declaration of Independence From Destruction

Pimmit Run:

North Glebe Road (State Highway 120) and 41st Street, Arlington




The British Army’s sacking of Washington D.C. ranks as one of lowest points in American history. On August 24, 1814, the invasion of the Capitol materialized despite military officials certainty to the contrary.




Stephen Pleasonton, a State Department clerk had grave doubts regarding their confidence. He gathered together the Declaration of Independence, correspondence from George Washington and other documents of importance and hid them in a gristmill adjacent to Pimmir Run in Arlington. Once the chaotic evacuation began, his foresight proved timely. The British forces torched all government buildings including the White House.




The gristmill was located where the Chain Bridge Road and Glebe Road coincide under the current George Washington Parkway overpass. The documents only remained inside the mill a single evening. They were then relocated to Leesburg the next day to insure their survival.




Pimmit Run is a 7.8-mile stream that originates from Fairfax County running into the Potomac River. The stream parallels Chain Bridge as it bisects the Arlington Bluff. The gristmill has long ago disappeared. Thousands of motorists pass the site daily. Stephen Pleasonton faded into historical obscurity following his action. His initiative saved the original copies of some of America’s most precious historical documentation.
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A Purloined Enemy Estate Become A National Treasure

Arlington National Cemetery

1 Memorial Avenue, Fort Meyer




Confederate General Robert E. Lee’s family had their Arlington Estate confiscated following a questionable and unethical property tax dispute during the Civil War. 




George Washington Parke Custis was the son of Martha Dandridge Custis Washington through her first marriage. When his natural father John Parke Custis died, George moved to his mother’s Mount Vernon residence where he resided with her and new husband George Washington. The couple raised him as their own son.




Custis later began building the Arlington House on land that he had inherited from his natural father. The construction was completed in 1818. He intended the residence to become his home and a memorial to his foster father. He married Mary Lee Fitzhugh in 1804 and they had four children. Only one, Mary Anna Randolph Custis survived and would marry Robert E. Lee.




Arlington House was given to Mary Lee in her father’s will with the stipulation that allowed her to live and operate the Arlington Estate for the rest of her life. She was not authorized to sell any portion of it.




Upon Virginia seceding from the Union following the commencement of the Civil War, Robert E. Lee resigned his military commission on April 20, 1861. He would assume command of the armed forces of Virginia, later becoming commander of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia.




On May 7, 1861, troops from the Union’s Virginia militia occupied Arlington. General Winfield Scott gave orders to clear the region of all troops not loyal to the United States. Mary Lee was reluctant to leave, but assumed that her house would soon be captured by federal troops. She buried many of her family treasures on the grounds and departed to live on her sister’s estate at Ravensworth in Fairfax County. Arlington Estate became occupied without opposition on May 24.




Civil War dead overwhelmed the military cemeteries located in Washington D.C. and Alexandria by 1863. The demand for burial space became heightened following the Battle of the Wilderness staged on May 5-7, 1864 in Spotsylvania County, Virginia. The Arlington Estate was designated as the most suitable potential burial site within the District of Columbia region. The grounds were aesthetically pleasing, elevated and free from flooding, and boasted a view of the Capitol city.




Arlington Estate was also the legal property of the military head of the opposition army. Depriving Lee of his residence became a popular rationale for possession. Mary Lee had sent an agent to pay the $92.07 property tax bill in a timely manner. The government turned away her agent refusing to accept her payment. The estate was foreclosed. The government acquired the property at a tax sale in 1864 for $26,000. 




The first military burial on site was William Henry Christmas on May 13, 1864 near the current northeast gate in Section 27. Burials were not officially authorized until the following month.




Following the war’s conclusion in 1874, heir Curtis Lee would sue the United States claiming his ownership of the estate as stipulated in his grandfather’s will. On December 9, 1882, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 5-4 in his favor determining that the Arlington Estate was confiscated without due process. Congress returned the property to him. On March 3, 1883, he sold it back to the government for $150,000 during a signing ceremony with Secretary of War, Robert Todd Lincoln. The land was then converted into a military reservation.




The cemetery has since expanded into 639 acres through land acquisitions. Nearly 400,000 individuals are buried inside including some of the most famous American political and military leaders. All burials were segregated by race and military rank until President Truman desegregated the military in 1948.




Periodic scandals have embarrassingly revealed that cemetery officials had formerly placed the wrong headstones on tombs, buried coffins within shallow graves, and stacked bodies on top of one another. In 2005, the cemetery gradually imposed increasing restrictions on media coverage.




The cemetery is divided into 70 sections designated by casualty themes. The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is part of the Arlington Memorial Amphitheatre that has hosted state funerals and Memorial and Veterans Day ceremonies. The tomb consists of seven pieces and was completed and opened to the public on April 9, 1932. Additional memorials include the USS Main Mast, Space Shuttle Challenger, Lockerbie Cairn, Cross of Sacrifice and Laos Memorial. President John F. Kennedy’s tomb features an accompanying eternal flame and is the most frequently visited.




Other notable burial sites include Robert, Ted and Jacqueline Kennedy, President William Howard Taft, Astronauts Gus Grissom, Roger Chaffee and John Glenn, Military leaders General John J. Pershing, Field Marshall Sir John Dill and Major General Philip Kearny. Fourteen Supreme Court Justices including most recent Ruth Bader Ginsburg are accompanied by than 400 Medal of Honor recipients.
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A Clandestine Love Nest For A Controversial 1920s Seductress

Gulf Branch Nature Center and Park:

3608 Military Road, Arlington VA




Silent film star Pola Negri (born Nee Apolonia Chalupac) radiated sexual energy on stage and screen during the 1920s. She achieved prominence in Warsaw and Berlin before immigrating to the United States. Her initial American success was a role in Passion (1922) followed up by over twenty films for Paramount Pictures. She parlayed her exotic beauty into roles casting her as a flirt and a manipulative woman, who could induce men through her charisma to do what she wished.




Her screen roles mirrored her public and private persona. Her two most prominent lovers included actors Charlie Chaplin and Rudolph Valentino. Critics and the viewing public panned her excessively melodramatic behavior at Valentino’s funeral. Her screen downfall became her inability to adapt her strong Polish accent into a successful transition to talking films. She returned to Germany and spent the 1930s acting in Berlin-based films choreographed by Nazi directors and censors. By 1941, her roles and appeal had dimmed and she retired to Los Angeles followed by San Antonio, Texas. She lived in obscurity there until her death in 1987 at the age of 90 from a combination of a brain tumor and pneumonia.




During her American acting prominence, she briefly lived in an Arlington stone bungalow. Her hideaway was rumored to be a love nest for clandestine trysts with Valentino and Hollywood style pool parties. The building would eventually become the Gulf Branch Nature Center featuring a vernal pond, pollinator gardens and a restored 19th century log cabin. Gulf Branch stream flows adjacent emptying into the Potomac River. Hiking trails route visitors from the center along Gulf Branch traveling through a designated conservation area.
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The Enduring Fractured Trust Prompted By The Watergate Scandal

Watergate Office Building:

2600 Virginia Avenue NW, Suite 610, Washington D.C.

Deep Throat Parking Garage:

1816 N Nash Street, Arlington VA




Making sense and perspective of the Watergate Scandal a half-century afterwards requires an understanding of the prevalent expectations most citizens shared towards their Executive branch then. For nearly two and a half centuries, many Americans have harbored a healthy distrust and caution towards political institutions. 




This angst and divisiveness was heightened during the early 1970s, particularly following the conclusion of the Vietnam War. Ridicule towards the assumption of political propriety has inflamed dialogue beginning with the presidential tenure of George Washington. 




The Watergate scandal distanced itself in severity from precedent improprieties. In the past, national leaders may have misled or misrepresented facts, but never had they been caught and exposed so flagrantly. The scandal pricked an artery of American trust towards an essential presumed truth in public disclosure. This violation of that trust required public accountability and ultimately a change in leadership.




The genesis of President Richard Nixon’s administration unraveling began on January 27, 1972 when G. Gordon Liddy, then the Finance Counsel for the Committee for the Re-Election of the President (CRP) presented an intelligence plan to three members of the administration’s staff. These three included Attorney General John Mitchell, Presidential Counsel John Dean and acting CRP chairman Jeb Magruder. The project involved extensive illegal activities against the Democratic Party.




The crux of the plan involved burglarizing the Democratic National Committee’s headquarters located in the Watergate Complex in Washington D.C. The intent was to photograph campaign documents and wiretap telephones within the office. The break-in occurred on May 28th with two telephones targeted to be wiretapped. The plan seemingly worked flawlessly until it was determined that the listening devices were defective. A second burglary to correct the flaw was planned for three weeks later. 




The second break-in attempt would launch the operation into infamy. Shortly after midnight on Saturday, June 17th, a Watergate security guard noticed tape covering the latches on some of the complex’s doors leading from the underground parking garage to several offices. He removed the tape and shortly afterwards, noted that upon his return later the locks had been re-taped. He telephoned police.




A series of missteps by the burglars followed. Three plainclothes policemen arrived in an unmarked vehicle. The burglar’s spotter watching from across the street at a Howard Johnson’s Motel Lodge failed to observe their arrival in front of the Watergate building. The officers advanced to the sixth floor and the Democratic National Committees suite of 29 offices. They would apprehend five men and impound lock picking tools, film, two cameras, three pen-sized tear gas guns and $2,300 in cash.




There was no evidence to suggest that Nixon was cognizant of the operation. His administration team began immediate efforts the following morning to cover-up both the crime and any direct linkage to the CRP. 




Nixon’s initial error occurred during a conversation with his chief of staff, H. R. Haldeman on June 23rd when he was informed about the break-in. He expressed ignorance regarding the operation to Haldeman, but ordered him to the have the CIA impede the FBI’s investigation into the financial sources behind the burglary.




Days afterwards, Ron Ziegler, Nixon’s press secretary publicly described the arrests as a third-rate burglary attempt. On August 29th, Nixon addressed the issue with a news conference. He indicated that John Dean, his presidential lawyer had fully investigated the incident concluding that no one employed by the White House or administration had any involvement with the operation. The problem with his pronouncement was that Dean hadn’t conducted an investigation. Worse, he was amongst the initial three administration members aware of the plan.




On September 15th, a grand jury indicted the five office burglars along with G. Gordon Liddy and former CIA officer E. Howard Hunt on charges of conspiracy, burglary and violation of federal wiretapping laws. Following a juried trial, on January 30, 1973, all seven either pled guilty or were convicted by a jury.




The case might have ended with their sentencing. Nixon was easily re-elected on November 7th in one of the largest landslides in electoral voting history, 520-17. His opponent George McGovern only won the state of Massachusetts and the District of Colombia. 




The break-in from the outset was entirely needless. The revelations to follow the election were only just beginning. 




The journey through the labyrinth of darken financing, dirty political tricks and ethically absent perpetrators proved unsettling to the American public palette, 




Over the next eighteen months, the scandal would evolve into arguably the worst political scandal in American history. The sustained and accurate accounts by Washington Post reporters Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein revealed that the Watergate break-in was an element of a much larger campaign of political spying and sabotage employed by the Nixon re-election campaign. Their chief anonymous informant was William Mark Felt, Sr., nicknamed Deep Throat, deputy director of the FBI. Woodward met clandestinely with Felt at an underground parking garage in Rosslyn, Virginia between June 1972 until January 1973.




As public disclosure regarding the extent of the CRP’s activities widened, Nixon’s administrative team were ensnared in a web of duplicity. Their efforts to deny guilt or destroy incriminating evidence heightened public distrust of Nixon and his effectiveness as a national leader. Many observers felt that his concealment of the trust was a betrayal that undermined the election process and democracy.




Unable to effectively govern under an enormous weight of suspicion, Nixon resigned as President on August 9. 1974.  His desperate action preceded the certainty that he would be impeached by the House of Representatives and removed from office by the Senate. He had increasingly fewer allies defending his actions publicly.




One month later, he was pardoned by his successor, Gerald Ford. Public resentment over the pardon limited Ford’s tenure as President to only the conclusion of Nixon’s term. Jimmy Carter would defeat him in the 1976 election.




Sixty-nine individuals would be indicted during the follow-up investigation with 48 being convicted. Many of these individuals were the highest-level members of the Nixon administration.




Viewing the scandal in hindsight, the magnitude of actual events involved with the cover-up appear comparatively subdued to subsequent scandals. 




Two later Presidents, Bill Clinton and Donald Trump have been impeached. Trump twice. Clinton admitted an extra-marital relationship with a Capitol intern. Trump was impeached first for an inappropriate extortion request with the Ukrainian government and second for inciting an attempted Coup d’Etat on the Capitol steps. Both were narrowly spared conviction by the Senate because their political parties held a narrow majority.




Impeachment remains an aggressive and retaliatory threat towards a sitting President. In the future, such an action will doubtlessly be employed when an opposition party holds a majority in the House of Representatives and US Senate. The ghost of Watergate still haunts the American political legacy. The event merely substantiated a fractured public faith that may never heal within our philosophically divided country.
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The Unexplainable Evil Behind The Southside Strangler Motives

Murder Sites:

Debbie Dudley Davis, 4520 Devonshire Street, Richmond

Dr. Susan Hellams, 514 West S1st Street, Richmond

Diane Cho, Porter Street, Chesterfield County (Near Richmond)

Carolyn Jean Hamm, 4921 S. 23rd Street, Arlington




Timothy Wilson Spencer would become publicly acknowledged as a serial killer during the fall of 1987. He began as a prolific burglar, escalating his criminal activity into three rapes and murders within Richmond and one in Arlington. He would become the first perpetrator within the United States to be convicted of a murder solely based on DNA evidence.




Spencer’s crimes followed a pattern of breaking into residences between September 18-November 27, 1987. He raped the lone female occupant and then strangled her to death. His victims ranged between 15 and 44 years of age. As his crimes escalated in notoriety, he began being labeled the Southside Strangler.




His Arlington killing of Susan Tucker inside her condominium finally resulted in his arrest as investigating officers traced his movements from Richmond. He was spending Thanksgiving 1987 with his mother, who lived only a mile from Tucker’s residence. The similarity of the killings linked him with the earlier Richmond murders.




During the course of his subsequent trial, DNA evidence was introduced enabling Spencer’s conviction for the murder, rape and burglaries of Susan Tucker, Debbie Davis and Susan Hellams. He was sentenced to death. He was not tried for his involvement in the death of 15 year-old Diane Cho, a high school student. 




One of the surprises emerging from Spencer’s trial resulted when his DNA sample was compared to others found at unresolved murder sites. His DNA was traced to evidence collected during the 1984 Arlington homicide of Carolyn Jean Hamm, a Washington D.C. based attorney inside her home. 




Investigators were puzzled why there existed a three-year gap between this killing and his 1987 crime spree. They determined that Spencer had been incarcerated for burglary during that period. Another man, David Vasquez had been found erroneously guilty for Hamm’s murder. He was already serving his prison term following conviction. His release would become the first national exoneration through DNA evidence. Spencer would not be tried for this murder since he was already condemned to death.




He would be executed by electrocution at the age of 32 on April 27, 1994 at 11:13 p.m. at the Greenville Correctional Center. His response towards his condemnation disappointed many of the 100 spectators in attendance. He walked eight short steps from his deathwatch cell to the execution chamber not betraying any emotion, guilt or remorse.




The warden asked him if he had any final words. He responded with Yeah, I think… but never completed his sentence. A leather death mask was fitted over his face. Afterwards, he turned both of his thumbs in an upward direction.




According to a witness: After the first lethal dose of electricity was introduced, his body became swollen and lurched forward against the restraints securing him to the chair. A second jolt prompted his body to swell as smoke began to rise from his head and leg. The electricity was switched off and his body slumped. Five minutes later, the prison doctor placed a stethoscope against his chest confirming his death. 




Spencer would expire in eerie silence offering no explanation behind his actions. Sometimes evil simply eludes elocution.
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The Final Breaking Point Of An Arkansas Lawyer

Vincent Foster Suicide Location: 

Fort Marcy Park, 700 George Washington Memorial Parkway, McLean VA




Vincent Foster had constructed a credible professional reputation within the Arkansas legal establishment. When his boyhood friend Bill Clinton was elected President in the 1992 election, he welcomed the opportunity to assist him during his transition period before assuming office.




Foster learned abruptly and painfully that the rigors and pressures of Washington D.C. were far more invasive and destructive than Little Rock, Arkansas. During the transition period when Foster was vetting a number of top appointees, he began complaining to his personal physician over feelings of depression and anxiety. He experienced panic attacks that had the effect of gutting his soul.




There was no one able or capable of consoling or shielding him once the intense media and political attacks began. The Clinton administration transition faced early snafus including an Attorney General nominee that had failed to pay taxes for nanny services. Shortly following, a financial impropriety scandal tainted the White House travel office. Travelgate resulted in seven firings, negative press and the threat of a Congressional investigation. 




Foster shouldered the blame, but likely prematurely. The Travelgate storm had been blown enormously out of proportion. It withered into insignificance. The escalating fears that Foster internalized convinced him that his own professional reputation was near ruin. Returning back to a legal practice in Arkansas had ceased to become a legitimate alternative.




Foster, like many who have suffered the debilitating effects of depression, could not envision simply waiting out the imminent crisis. His concerned sister arranged for him to speak with a psychiatrist and also suggested two additional confidential practitioners. His fear towards compromising his security clearance tempered his follow-up. He telephoned one contact, but hung up when he only got an answering machine.




Politics is a dangerous arena for the emotionally vulnerable. Character assassination is bloodsport. Media commentators and rival political partisans sniff weakness and often attack without discretion. Foster couldn’t shake his obsession over the damage of a potential Congressional inquiry. He spent the weekend of July 17-18, 1993 accompanying his sister to the Maryland shore for rest and recuperation.




On Monday, July 19th, no one realized that he was formulating a personal exit strategy. He spent the day reportedly in his office with the door closed wrapping up legal and family matters, his father’s estate details and sending out thank-you notes.




The next morning should have brightened his perspective. Supreme Court nominee Ruth Bader Ginsburg and FBI head Louis J. Freeh were breezing through their confirmation hearings, certain to be appointed. He no longer cared judging by his response of the news to a colleague.




He ate his lunch alone on the couch of his office. Around 1:00 p.m., he picked up his suit coat and strolled to his car. He informed his office staff that he’d be returning, but didn’t carry his briefcase with him. He folded his suit jacket neatly on the front passenger seat and drove out to Fort Marcy Park. There were no eyewitnesses to his activities. Did he hesitate over this next act?




Fort Marcy Park was a Civil War fortress constructed to protect the Chain Bridge approach to Washington D.C. Foster mounted a diminutive trail to arrive at a cannon near a grouping of park benches. He likely reflected before lifting an old revolver into his mouth. He fired once. His body would be discovered at approximately 5:30 p.m. resting on a hillside slope near the canon.




His personality collapse was rumored, but his abrupt, isolated and unforeseen death suggested the possibility of murder. An exhaustive inquiry involving 125 witnesses, DNA tests, physicians, lawyers and FBI agents followed. Their findings confirmed that his actions constituted a legitimate suicide.




His death would become another scandal attached to the Clinton administration only six months old.




Suicide proved insufficient and counterproductive for conspiracy theorists and presidential critics. With his death, Foster became fingered as the man who knew too much. He was maliciously linked with a succession of accusations including the Whitewater scandal, a romance with Hillary Clinton and a litany of constructed insider abuses. None would later be substantiated nor proven.




Vincent Foster opted by his self-destruction to cease the personal attacks and character assassination levied against him. The depth of his desperation would be acknowledged posthumously, but not to the satisfaction of Clinton detractors.  He would not become the last tragic casualty on the grounds of Fort Marcy. On January 25, 2022, Kevin Ward, the mayor of Hyattsville, Maryland killed himself with a self-inflicted gunshot wound. Political life on any level is capable of darkening the perspective of the soul.
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The Spy Trapped By The End of the Soviet Union

Ames Couple Residence:

2512 North Randolph Street, Arlington, VA

CIA Headquarters:

1000 Colonial Farm Road, Langley, VA




The 1989 fall of the Berlin Wall and subsequent dissolution of the Soviet Union was the worst thing that had ever happened to Aldrich Ames. He was a 31-year veteran of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), but infamously became known as spying for the Russians since 1985.




Ames was a CIA case officer whose initial assignment had been in Ankara, Turkey. He also had worked in New York City and Mexico City. In April 1985, he was assigned to the CIA’s Soviet and Eastern Union Division at CIA Headquarters in Langley, Virginia. He spoke Russian and specialized in Russian intelligence services. That same year he married his deputy, Maria del Rosario Casas. Two years earlier he had divorced his first wife.




The new position became a lucrative opportunity for Ames that he promptly exploited. He voluntary sought out KGB officers at the Soviet Union Embassy in Washington D.C. His ideal job placement earned him a comfortable salary of $50,000. He yearned for more.




During the summer of 1985, Ames met frequently with a Soviet diplomat passing on confidential information about CIA and FBO contacts. Amongst his most valued information was identifying technical operations targeting the Soviet Union. Several of the Russian operatives that Ames had identified were subsequently arrested and reportedly executed.




Ames’ motivation for betraying secrets was not ideology. He was compensated handsomely and continued his activities even following the collapse of the Soviet Union. He was reportedly paid $1.88 million during the first four years of his spying activities.




Ames’ newfound wealth raised attention within the CIA. A ten-month investigation was begun in May 1993. The monitoring included intensive physical and electronic surveillance of his activities. Ames was unaware that he was under microscopic observation. He had planned to meet with his Russian handler in Bogotá, Columbia followed by a planned visit to Moscow.




Fearing Ames might abruptly disappear within Russia, Ames was arrested along with his wife on February 21, 1994. He protested his innocence, but at his trial he pled guilty to spying for the Soviet Union and subsequently the Russian Federation. Ames admitted that his information had compromised virtually every Soviet agent within the CIA. Officials indicated that over 100 intelligence operators had been identified and at least ten executed.




The remorseless Ames confessed that he never feared being caught by the FBI or CIA. Instead, he feared Soviet defectors who might finger him. His plea bargain deal spared him the death penalty. He was sentenced to life imprisonment without the possibility of parole. He was ordered to forfeit his entire assets. His wife received a modest five-year prison sentence for tax evasion and conspiracy to commit espionage.




The CIA was roundly criticized for not monitoring Ames’ activities sooner. CIA Director James Woolsey refused to dismiss or demote any of Ames’ peers or supervisors. Woolsey irrationally bargained on the furor subsiding. His gamble failed and he later resigned under pressure.




Ames remains incarcerated, rotting away and forgotten within the Federal Correctional Institution in Terre Haute.
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One of America’s Darkest Days: 9/11

The 9/11 Pentagon Memorial:

1 N Rotary Road, Arlington VA




American Airline flight #77 departed from Dulles International Airport on the morning of September 11, 2001 bound for Los Angeles. Less than 35 minutes into the flight, five Saudi passengers affiliated with the al-Qaeda movement stormed the cockpit. They forced the 58 passengers, pilots and crew members to the rear of the aircraft. One of the hijackers, trained as a pilot, took over control of the plane.




His intended destination was nearby. The hijackers were counting on the element of abrupt surprise, as their intended target was the Pentagon building. Contrary to their expectations and demands, passengers aboard the plane relayed the news of their hijacking to their friends and family via their cell phones. The doomed victims could do nothing to prevent the inevitable.




The Saudi pilot steered the plane towards the western side of the facility. At 9:37 a.m., the fully fueled Boeing 757 slammed into the Pentagon building igniting an explosion and fire that would require several days to fully extinguish. A section of the building collapsed into rubble. All aboard the plane were killed. One hundred and twenty-five additional victims including emergency workers on the ground would be added to the fatality count.




The horror of that collision would only be numerically exceeded by the damage and carnage inflicted upon the World Trade Center Buildings in New York City. The grim sequence of events became a dark day in American history.




The damaged sections of the Pentagon would be rebuilt in 2002 with employees returning to those sectors in August.




During the immediate aftermath following the attack, a temporary memorial was established on a hill at the Navy Annex overlooking the Pentagon. People would solemnly visit and pay tribute to the 184 who died and others who were injured on the ground. One year later, the Victims of Terrorist Attack on the Pentagon Memorial was dedicated at Arlington National Cemetery. 




Architects Julie Beckman and Keith Kaseman submitted the winning design for the 9/11 Pentagon Memorial. The effect is a brilliant example of conceptual design. The layout consists of 184 illuminated benches, arranged according to the victim’s ages over a 2-acre plot. Each bench is engraved with the name of a victim. The benches representing the interior Pentagon fatalities are arranged facing the building’s south façade. A shallow lighted pool of flowing water is positioned under each memorial bench. A wall along the edge of the Memorial begins at a height of 3 inches rising to 71 inches. This height represents the age range of the victims starting at 3 years old to 71 years old.




The Memorial was officially opened on September 11, 2008, exactly seven years following the tragedy. Each year an American flag is hung on the section of the Pentagon struck by American Airlines Flight #77. This section of the building is lit up in blue lights.




It is often thought and hoped for that such Memorials reminding visitors of tragic events, may one day end their reoccurrence. Sadly, successive generations add their own defining stories. Washington D.C. is a town littered with monuments, history and memories. 




The December 7, 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor was once coined a day that will live in infamy. As veterans of World War II increasingly expire and relations with Japan have long ago stabilized, the day has lessened in significance for many younger citizens. September 11th, 2001 currently remains a reminder of national vulnerability and tragedy. The harsh lesson learned should never be downplayed or worse, someday forgotten.
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