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This book is dedicated to the very lovely


Kissy, who has enriched our lives with her


presence, good humor, and style!









SOME UNEXPECTED GOOD THINGS


	
Finding money on the sidewalk.


	
Getting all the words right on your spelling test even though you forgot to study.


	
Meeting a famous person.
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WHAT YOU DO WHEN AN UNEXPECTED GOOD THING HAPPENS TO YOU

Say a quiet-to-yourself thank-you.







QUIET THANK-YOUS VS. OUT-LOUD THANK-YOUS

Out-loud thank-yous are the kind you say when someone gives you a present or passes the ketchup across the table. These are important because it is always nice to be polite and thoughtful, but sometimes the biggest, most special thank-yous are the kind you say to yourself so no one else can hear you. These kind of thank-yous are probably the kind that would be nice to hear, but for some reason most people hardly ever say them.
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Before school today I had three quiet thank-yous, but then an unexpected thing happened and now I have four. When something like this happens you can’t help but think . . . Today is going to be a great day!







MY QUIET THANK-YOUS


	
Thank you, Mimi, for being the best friend in the whole world that a person could ever have.


	
Thank you, Miss Lois, for trying to be a more fun teacher like Mr. Frank, and not so bossy and not-smiling like you used to be.


	
Merci (which is French for “thank you”), Augustine Dupre, for having super-great ideas all the time and living in the nice apartment in my basement.


	
And finally, thank you, Owen 1, for picking on Sunni and saying that her lunch was disgusting and looked like worms.
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WHY I AM THANKING OWEN 1

My thank-you to Owen 1 is a quiet thank-you, and one that I would never in two hundred thousand years say out loud so he could hear me.

At lunch today Owen 1 told Sunni that her lunch looked like worms, and that she was weird for not eating a sandwich like everyone else. Normally this is not a good thing, and it was even more of a not-good thing for Owen 1 because Mr. Harris, the principal of the school, was walking right behind Owen 1 when he said it. After Owen 1 got into lots of trouble, and after lunch was over, Mr. Harris sent a special note to Miss Lois. And now for the rest of the week, we are going to study foods of the world instead of the insides of frogs. Miss Lois said we are going to do this because it’s important to appreciate people from other cultures and the interesting foods that they eat. No matter what anyone eats I am sure it cannot be as disgusting and gross as the insides of a frog. So thank you, Owen 1, because your not-good thing is now all of a sudden my great thing.
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WHY I AM NOT SAD FOR SUNNI

Sunni is super smart, and no matter what Owen 1 could say, it would probably never in a million years hurt her feelings. If Miss Lois said something mean to Sunni she would for sure cry, but Owen 1 does not have any make-Sunni-sad power. And probably Miss Lois would never say anything mean to Sunni anyway, because one, she is a teacher, and because two, Sunni is her number-one star student of the class. She pretty much never does anything wrong.
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Sunni was not upset about Owen 1 calling her lunch disgusting. She just put one of the little round things she was eating in her mouth and stuck her tongue out at him. Mr. Harris didn’t see that part.

Mimi said Sunni was eating a squid, but I didn’t see any of those suction cup things or long skinny squid legs. It just looked like she was eating giant white Cheerios.





THE POOR OWENS

Every time Owen 1 does something dumb, which is a lot and more than you could really imagine, my empathy power starts feeling a little sad for the other two Owens in our class. They are the good Owens, and are probably mad that Owen 1 is messing up their Owen name. Sometimes when you start thinking a certain way about a person, it is hard not to think that same way about other people who have the exact same name. This can happen even if you know it’s not fair—a little piece of your brain just wonders if those other boys with the Owen name are troublemakers too!

That’s why I’m glad that the three other Graces in our class are nice, and I’m super glad that Grace F. turned out to not be the Big Meanie that I first thought she was. This way I know no one is even thinking of having wondering thoughts about me.







THINGS THAT OWEN 1 DOES


	
Loud talking when he should be listening.


	
Not listening.


	
Kicking his desk when Miss Lois is reading, which makes it hard to concentrate on what she is saying because your ears keep hearing bang, bang, bang instead.


	
Trying to sneak-eat snacks when it is classtime and we are not allowed to be eating.


	
Saying mean things.


	
Always asking to go to the bathroom.


	
Chewing on his pencil like a beaver.
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THINGS THAT OWEN 2 AND OWEN 3 DO


	
Listening.


	
Being funny. (Well, just Owen 3 is funny. Owen 2 is kind of quiet.)


	
Not making trouble.


	
Liking superheroes.










WHAT HAPPENED BEFORE OWEN 1 MADE FUN OF SUNNI

Every Monday Miss Lois is full of ideas and rules about what we are going to be doing for the rest of the week. She says this helps our brains to be prepared for what is coming up and gives us a chance to be excited about the rest of the week. Since today was Monday she told us all about how we were going to be learning about the inside workings of frogs, and how we were going to be amazed about the things we were going to find out and discover. She made it sound like we were going on a treasure hunt, but for sure there was not going to be interesting treasure like crowns or jewels or gold on the inside of frogs.

Mostly it was the boys who were excited about the frogs. I don’t like the outsides of frogs, so I was pretty sure I wasn’t going to be filled with joy about what the inside parts looked like either. The only good thing about the whole project was that we were not going to be looking inside real frogs. Miss Lois said only older grades did that sort of thing. We were going to use plastic models. This was definitely something else to be thankful about.

Since I am not planning to be a doctor or a veterinarian, or a scientist, it’s probably not so important for me to be understanding how frogs work anyway.
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WHAT HAPPENED AFTER OWEN 1 MADE FUN OF SUNNI

Miss Lois said that she was not prepared to study foods of the world, and because of that she had no big ideas about what we should do next. Then she asked us, our whole class, if we had any suggestions. Miss Lois is a teacher who always seems like she knows exactly what she is doing, so Miss Lois with her head empty of ideas was something new. Of course our class had tons of suggestions. Kids are always filled with ideas, but kids are not always filled with good ideas. This is probably why kids get into more trouble than grownups.
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SOME OF THE IDEAS

Miss Lois said these were not good ideas:


	
Fly the whole class around the world so we can try all sorts of new foods.
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Take the class out to dinner at a different restaurant every night so we can try all sorts of new foods.


	
Have a fancy chef come to our class and make us all sorts of new foods.


	
Buy up anything weird from the grocery store and bring it to class and then try to eat it.




Miss Lois said these were good ideas:


	
Tell the class about interesting foods that we have eaten at home or at restaurants.


	
Find out what kids from other countries eat for lunch at school.


	
Find out about interesting snacks from around the world.


	
Have a snack party where we can try some new foods.




It took up most of the afternoon to have the class find the ideas that Miss Lois liked. Owen 1 didn’t say anything the whole time.
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This was a totally new record for him. He didn’t even ask to go to the bathroom. He was acting like a person who was feeling guilty, a person who knew that probably every boy in the whole class was mad about the frog thing. I bet if he could have suddenly had any superpower in the whole world he would have picked the superpower to be invisible and disappear. I know this because this is exactly how I feel when I’m in trouble.







THE NEW IDEA IN MISS LOIS’S HEAD

Miss Lois said that we could keep a diary of interesting foods we ate, find out about snack foods from around the world, or find out what kids from other countries ate for lunch. Of course, she also had the big idea that we had to write everything we find out down, on at least two sheets of paper.

Miss Lois says she loves to save the earth, but I think she likes us to use up paper writing reports even more. For once, though, she said that we did not have to stand in front of the class and read our reports out loud. This was a good thing, because sometimes it gets pretty boring listening to everyone do their talks, especially certain people who are not very good at doing reports.
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MISS LOIS’S BEST IDEA

Next Monday we get to have a snack party! Sandra Orr said she wanted to bring in some of her mom’s famous Rice Krispie treats, but Miss Lois said we were not going to have that kind of snack party. Miss Lois said the snacks we were going to eat had to be unusual and different, and then we made a list of regular snacks so that no one else would be confused. 
Miss Lois is smart about stuff like that—certain people in our class get confused really easily. Sometimes it seems like they don’t even understand English, which of course is crazy, because that is the only language I hear them speaking.







REGULAR SNACKS THAT CANNOT COME TO THE SNACK PARTY


Rice Krispie treats

Pretzels

Potato chips

Apple slices

Normal fruits

Regular cookies

Carrots

Raisins

Brownies

Cupcakes
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The list could have gone on forever, because our class was excellent at thinking of all kinds of regular snacks, but Miss Lois finally said we had to stop.

Sandra Orr put her hand up again and asked if she could bring the Rice Krispie treats if her mom used food coloring to make them blue or green. That way they
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WALKING HOME WITH MIMI
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MIMI’S HOUSE
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MIMI’S ROOM
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WHO CAN ABSOLUTELY NOT SEW








WHO CAN ABSOLUTELY NOT SEW, EVEN IF SHE TRIES SUPER HARD








WHO THINKS I COULD MAYBE SEW IF I TRIED HARDER
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WHY THIS IS REALLY TOO BAD
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WHAT MIMI WANTED TO DO NEXT








WHAT WE WERE HAVING FOR DINNER
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FOODS I HAVE TRIED AND MOSTLY LIKED
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MOM’S BIG IDEA
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WHAT I DID AFTER DINNER











MY PRESENT
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WHAT YOU SHOULD NOT DO AT NIGHT RIGHT BEFORE GOING TO BED
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WHY YOU SHOULD NOT DO THIS
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WHAT I LOOKED FOR AT NIGHT








WHAT WOULD BE REALLY GREAT
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THE TWO THINGS I WOKE UP THINKING


	


	










WHAT HAPPENED BEFORE SCHOOL










WHAT DAD SAID RIGHT WHEN I WAS LEAVING








WHAT MIMI HAD TO SHOW ME
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MY IDEA
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WHAT MISS LOIS SAID
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WHAT I WAS HAPPY ABOUT








FRUITS
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WHAT I COULD NOT BELIEVE








WHICH IS HARDER
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WHAT HAPPENED NEXT


 

[image: [Image]]







EATING LUNCH
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MY AFTERNOON SURPRISE
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WHAT WE STUDIED AFTER THAT








THE GOOD THING THAT HAPPENED IN THE AFTERNOON
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WALKING HOME WITH MIMI








WHAT MIMI WANTED AFTER SCHOOL
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WHAT MY BRAIN WAS THINKING


	


	


	










WHAT HAPPENED NEXT








WHAT WAS TOO BAD FOR MIMI
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WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THAT
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WHAT WAS A BIG SURPRISE FOR ME
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WHY JEALOUS FEELINGS ARE NOT GOOD








WHY JEALOUS FEELINGS ARE DANGEROUS








WHAT YOU SHOULD DO ABOUT JEALOUS FEELINGS
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WHAT DAD TOLD MIMI
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WHY SOMETIMES YOU HAVE TO LIE 
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WHAT HAPPENED AT DINNER








WHAT WAS DISAPPOINTING


	


	


	


	










THE THING I’M WONDERING ABOUT









WHAT I TOLD AUGUSTINE DUPRE
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WHAT I WANTED AUGUSTINE DUPRE TO SAY
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WHAT WAS TOO BAD FOR ME








WHAT AUGUSTINE DUPRE DID SAY









WHAT I HAVE TO DO AFTER VISITING AUGUSTINE DUPRE
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WHAT I KNOW ABOUT POTATO CHIPS NOW


	


	


	










WHAT I KNOW ABOUT POTATO CHIPS AFTER TWENTY MINUTES ON THE COMPUTER
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SOME COUNTRIES AND SOME POTATO CHIP FLAVORS
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU DO POTATO CHIP RESEARCH
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WHAT I SAW OUT MY WINDOW








WHAT ALWAYS MAKES ME FEEL GOOD IN THE MORNING








WHAT WAS A SURPRISE AT BREAKFAST
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WHAT I WONDER
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WHAT HAPPENED OUTSIDE








WHAT SAMMY WANTED TO TALK ABOUT








WHAT HAPPENED NEXT
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WHAT HAPPENED AT SCHOOL








MISS LOIS IS A TEACHER WHO DOES HER HOMEWORK
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WHAT HAPPENED THAT WAS A SURPRISE










THE LIST OF WHO SAW WHAT HAPPENED











 








HOW GRAVITY WORKS
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HOW A FALLING PENCIL CAN BE QUIET









WHAT MISS LOIS SAID
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WHAT MISS LOIS IS NOT
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THINGS I HAVE NEVER DONE AT SCHOOL
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WHAT I WAS GLAD ABOUT (PART ONE)
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WHAT I WAS GLAD ABOUT (PART TWO)


	


	


	










WHAT I AM EMBARRASSED ABOUT
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HOW I FEEL








THE ONLY GOOD THING








WHAT WAS KIND OF SURPRISING
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WHAT MIMI SAID
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WHAT SAMMY STRINGER SAID








WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU DO SOMETHING DUMB


	


	


	


	


	


	


	










WHAT MIMI MADE ME THAT HELPED ME FEEL BETTER
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WHAT MIMI SAID THAT WAS SUPPOSED TO MAKE ME FEEL BETTER






MR. POTATO CHIP
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WHAT HAPPENED IN THE AFTERNOON








WHAT DOES NOT FEEL GOOD
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WHAT HAPPENED ON THE SCHOOL STEPS








WALKING HOME WITH MIMI AND SAMMY
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WHO WAS OUTSIDE
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WHAT I WAS THINKING NEXT
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WHAT I AM GOING TO MAKE FOR MIMI







WHAT WAS UNUSUAL ABOUT DINNER
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ZINETASTIC
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WHAT I SAW RIGHT BEFORE BED








WHAT I DO NOT WANT FOR BREAKFAST
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WALKING TO SCHOOL
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WHAT HAPPENED LIKE USUAL












WHAT THIS MEANS (PART ONE)








WHAT THIS MEANS (PART TWO)







WHAT HAPPENED AT SCHOOL THAT WAS EXCITING








WHAT I THOUGHT ABOUT DOING
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WE ARE DIFFERENT






WHAT HAPPENED
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WHAT I SAID NEXT
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THE THING ABOUT SURPRISES








THE THING ABOUT DAD








SOMETIMES
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WHAT I DID BEFORE BED








WALKING TO SCHOOL








WHAT IS HARD TO DO






WHAT I DID NOT WANT TO HEAR
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WHAT MIMI TOLD ME
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WHAT HAPPENED ON THE WAY HOME








WHAT WAS IN THE DINING ROOM
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WHAT WAS SO FUN






WHAT IS A CHIPWICH?







MAKE YOUR OWN CHIPWICH
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THE WISH CHIP
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MIMI’S WISH
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WHAT WE DID TO MAKE MOM FEEL GOOD
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WHAT COULD HAPPEN NEXT?








WHAT HAPPENED AFTER DINNER
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WHAT DID HAPPEN NEXT
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