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When Mama said I was going to have a baby brother. 
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I asked, “How do you know I’m going to have a brother?”

“Your brother is in here,” she said as she pointed to her belly.
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“You ate my baby brother,” I asked as I started to cry. 

“You see, Marcus, I have a room in here made just for your brother.”

“He must be little bitty. I hope when he comes out to play, he doesn’t get stepped on.”

My mother laughed. “He won’t come out to play for a long time.” 

“What’s the room called where my baby brother is hiding?”

“Well, Marcus, the tummy room where he is growing is called the womb. It is a protective shell around your brother.”
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“Is my brother a chicken?” 

“No, son, he just has to get a little bigger, so he won’t get sick.”

“Is there a window, so I can see my brother?”

“No, but a machine at the doctor’s office took a picture of your brother through a magic window. 

“You mean we can see baby brother? Can he see us?”

“No, it’s very dark inside my tummy.”

“Doesn’t he get scared in the dark?”

“Your brother knows he is safe.” Would you like to see your brother?”
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“Yes, could I see him now, Mommy?”  

Mommy held up the picture, and I started to cry.

“Why are you crying, Marcus?”
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“Because a snake is fighting with my brother, and it looks like it bit him in the stomach.”

Again, my mommy
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