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Nestled high in the snow-capped peaks of Mount Bulgaransa, Camp Wilderness stood as a sanctuary for adventure and self-discovery. Its sprawling grounds were cloaked in whispering pines, brushed by the cool fragrance of crisp mountain air. At the heart of the camp, a crystal-clear river snaked around rocky cliffs, its calming murmurs mingling with the excited chatter of campers.

For the teenagers, glued to screens for far too long, this place was a revelation. Gone were the days of scrolling through social media; instead, they embarked on days filled with treetop zip lines, canoeing through sun-kissed waters, and navigating obstacle courses that tested both grit and teamwork. Like the sturdy trees around them, these activities fostered independence and resilience, while their laughter echoed as a testament to newfound friendships.

Trainers equipped with enthusiasm and wisdom guided them through challenges, igniting sparks of ambition and collaboration. They taught the power of working together, sharing smiles and adrenaline as they conquered fears and embraced nature.

As evenings fell, campers gathered around flickering campfires, sharing stories that transcended their digital lives. They learned to appreciate the simplicity of roasting marshmallows under a canopy of stars, feeling truly connected to each other and the environment. Through every thrilling challenge and serene moment, they were crafting their identities—one story at a time.
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At Camp Wilderness, the soul of nature melded with the spirit of youth, forging character and igniting a deeper appreciation for life itself. This magical place was not just a retreat; it was a transformative journey into self-discovery, forever etched in their hearts.

[image: A cartoon of a person with his arms crossed

Description automatically generated]

Grandpa Jones planned this trip for the children in the orphanage, he feels that sometimes public education is not enough to foster resilience, self-independence, risk taking character. He foresee that life needs to counter challenges. If the orphans are well equip with such activities, then these skills will enhance their ability to cope with whatever that is coming in the future. 
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Grandpa Jones did his research for a suitable place to camp. He found that camp wilderness has lots of great reviews and gives a thumbs up to enrol the orphans for this program.
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Emma: (bouncing in her seat) Have you seen the itinerary? Climbing treks, karate, and even elephant riding! This is going to be the best summer ever!

(pointing at the brochure) And after that, we kick off the intensive course! Karate, defence tactics, and robotics tutorials—oh my gosh! 

I’m so excited for the robot battle! Emma clutching her fist to affirm her determination. “I show them girl’s power.”

“Great outdoor camp,” Trekking on mountain trails with snow peak and cool weather.  Activities to get our young readers glued till the final pages.”

“A heroic adventure” I was surprised by the intrigues of the tale, especially the campers outsmart the villains with their skills, such as, sign signals and counterattack bigger opponents. That is an unsung bravery.” 
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Chapter 1: Summer Camp
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A travel brochure spread out on the coffee table.

Grandpa Jones: (pointing at the brochure) Honey, have you seen the itinerary the organizer put together for the kids at Mount Bulgaransa? It looks like they’re going to have a blast!

Grandma Jones: I’m excited! A 14-day intensive course? That sounds perfect for them. Karate, robotics, and even flying fox? They’ll be busy from dawn till dusk.

[image: image]

Grandpa Jones: And don’t forget the trekking! They’ll get to see some breathtaking views after climbing those trails. We should check if they have all the necessary gear before they leave.

Grandma Jones: Absolutely! With the weather being so unpredictable at that altitude, we should prepare ponchos and trek boots. I’ll also pack their swimsuits for the river activities.

Grandpa Jones: Right. And pack some food and snacks too. Can't let our little adventurers go hungry!

Grandma Jones: (smirking) Especially Leo. He eats like a bear! I wonder if he’ll even get a chance to use those swimming lessons after the rigorous schedule the organizer has planned.

Grandpa Jones: (laughs) He’ll need the energy for that elephant riding. I’m more curious to see how Benny deals with the wildlife tactics. You know how he gets around spiders!

Grandma Jones: Oh, it’ll be good for him! A little exposure to the wild might toughen him up. And Oliver will love the robotics tutorial. He’s been talking about that for ages.
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Grandpa Jones: (nodding) And Emma and Mia can soak up some half-decent wisdom about self-defence! Just imagine how much they’ll learn about teamwork and survival skills.

Grandma Jones: (thoughtfully) You know, these experiences will shape them in ways we can’t even imagine. I hope they come back with incredible stories to tell.

Grandpa Jones: Me too. But first, we’ve got to figure out the travel plan. It’s a six-hour bus ride...

Grandma Jones: Right, let’s check the bus schedules. We’ll need to leave early to avoid traffic. Should we book round-trip tickets?
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Grandpa Jones: Definitely. And maybe we can arrange for their backpacks and gear to be snug in the bus. I just want to make sure the kids have a smooth trip up.

Grandma Jones: (checking her notes) How about we drop them off a day early? We could have a little family day at the camp before they dive into all those activities.

Grandpa Jones: That sounds perfect. The kids will be so excited! Just imagine their faces when they see the mountain!
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Grandma Jones: (smiling) And it’s a great way for us to relax for a bit—maybe a little hiking too!

Grandpa Jones: (grinning) Now you’re talking! Let’s finalize everything. This summer camp is going to be one for the books.

(They both lean over the brochure, excitedly planning their trip ahead. Grandpa Jones keying the organizer website to book the course, and round-trip tickets for their travel. He pays the bill and says, it is ready)

Within minutes the process completed

An email received for Grandpa Jones stating the booking is confirmed. 

Grandpa pasted a poster of the summer camp on the board and the itinerary of the program. That got a stir of excitement within the orphanage. 

A cozy living room at orphanage where Leo, Benny, Oliver, Emma, and Mia are gathered. They’re all sitting around a large coffee table covered in snacks, maps, and a summer camp brochure.

Leo: (grinning) I can’t believe Grandma actually pulled this off! A summer camp at Mount Bulgaransa sounds epic!

Emma: (bouncing in her seat) Have you seen the itinerary? Climbing treks, karate, and even elephant riding! This is going to be the best summer ever!

Benny: (nodding) True! And I heard the view from the top of the first trek is breathtaking! We need to pack our best snacks for the hike. I’m bringing my favourite protein bars.

Oliver: (laughs) You and your protein bars, Benny! But we also need to be smart. What about ponchos and those trekking boots Grandma told us to bring? It rains a lot up in the mountains, doesn't it?

Mia: (pulling out a checklist) Yes! Here’s what we need for the first part of the trip: ponchos, trek boots, swimming suits, and some packs of snacks. We’re also stopping by the lake after the climb, right?

Leo: Exactly! I can’t wait to jump into the water after a long hike. Just picture it: climbing all day, then swimming at the river. Heaven! Yaba do doo...
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Emma: (pointing at the brochure) And after that, we kick off the intensive course! Karate, defence tactics, and robotics tutorials—oh my gosh! 
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I’m so excited for the robot battle! Emma clutching her fist to affirm her determination. “I show them girl’s power.”
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Benny: (smirking) Yeah, but don’t forget the wildlife tactics. We might meet some wild animals. I really hope we don’t encounter a bear during the mountain trekking expedition!
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The last time we learn from the bears on our river adventure, that is techniques to catch salmon fish, but I’m not sure what’s the catch this time. Did you remember guys, we invented our spears from branches.

“But don’t forget the salmon dance and catching salmon by hand,” said Emma (smiling).

Oliver: (enthusiastically) Who cares? We’ll have a crash course on how to deal with them. Plus, it’ll just add to the adventure! Grandma said we’ll have guides with us, right?

Mia: (thoughtfully) Speaking of guides, do you think they’ll have someone to help with the elephants, too? I’ve never ridden one before!
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Emma: (eyes sparkling) That would be amazing! Picture us riding elephants by the river while we find new ways to make friends with wildlife. It’s like living in a movie!

“You would be lucky if you get a FREE bathe of water splashed from the elephants.” Mia laughing. 

“However, you need to watch out and open your eyes wide when taking steps near the elephant.” Says Oliver.

Emma was curious, “For what Oliver?”

Oliver (Smirking), “just in case you step on elephant poop.” Yuk! And that is the worst scenario. 

Emma: No worries, Oliver, I will get some of it and throw some cannon balls at you. So, you can have an early birthday party. (laughing)

Leo: (leaning back) Alright, let’s focus! We need to finalize our travel plans. Grandma arranged the bus ride; it’s six hours long. Should we pack extra games and music for the trip?

Benny: Definitely! Let’s bring a mini speaker and some card games. It'll make the ride more fun. But wait—who's responsible for snacks on the bus?

Oliver: (grinning) I’ll take care of the Savory snacks! Chips and sandwiches galore!

Mia: (giggling) And I’ll do the sweets! Candy and cookies to fuel our excitement for the camp!

Emma: (clapping her hands) Perfect! So, we meet at Grandma’s kitchen at 8 AM, right? We hop on the bus, and WHOOSH, and then it’s adventure time!

Leo: (with a fist pump) This is going to be the best summer camp ever! Let’s make sure we’re ready! YEA!

Benny: (grinning) And let’s make a pact to take a ton of pictures. We have to show everyone how awesome Mount Bulgaransa is!
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“By the way, who is in-charge of taking pictures?” Oliver chirped in a question.
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“Well, we picked up random sticks for the duties, and I was given that responsibility, but no worries, guys, I will get awesome shots and snaps of fun, interesting pictures.” Benny said with an assuring grin.

Mia: (nodding eagerly) Agreed! Now, let’s finish planning—there’s no time to waste if we have the summer of our lives ahead of us!

Leo: Guys don’t forget to pack your bags with proper clothes, towels, and check the list given by Grandma Jones. 

[image: A collage of a child with a backpack

Description automatically generated]

The group continues to discuss their plans, excitement filling the room as they prepare for their upcoming adventure at summer camp. Imagine for a moment if the boys take a shot.
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Ball curved and landed in a bird nest. What do you think the chicks are saying, GUESS! “What a huge egg. “Chirp, chirp.”
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“I’m not sure about that? If mama bird gets angry, she may attack and drop poop like the kamikaze birds.” says Oliver. “Hopefully mama bird would not call up her friends for help, then we will be in trouble, rained with poop again. “

“If the mama bird is a pigeon, then we are safe, however if the mama bird is an eagle, then we are in great trouble, because it is big and may swoop you off the ground and carry you up the trees!” as normal this is what Oliver thinks. 
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