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WHAT COULD BE SEXIER than a smoking-hot Russian man built like a brick house? One who is so into you... 

High on a hot, romantic love affair, young and pretty Kallie Margolis has everything—almost. She has a beautiful house, all the money she needs, and the undivided attention of the most magnificent man she could ever imagine. Only, she doesn’t have to just imagine him because Sasha Petrov is gorgeous, larger than life, unbelievable in bed, and very real. 

Sasha is also the one who unwittingly helped ruin everything Kallie once had, and still she fell for him. He earns his living on the mean streets of Baltimore in ways Kallie doesn’t want to know. She turns her head even though she was once a victim of his wicked ways. But their animal need for one another rockets them way beyond all that, and they have the time of their lives as Sasha makes it all up to her.

Just when the world could not get rosier, their passion more off the hook, the bottom threatens to drop out. Has Sasha played Kallie for a fool? Is he going to take her for another ride? Or can Kallie trust the sensual bad boy when he says his for love her, not a life of crime, is what drives him? 
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Kallie was being followed.

Not that it worried her a whole lot. In the bright morning sun, when the world was spring-fresh, even a bad neighborhood looked good. Kallie jogged on the crooked sidewalks that unrolled before her, in front of vintage houses in a part of town that had seen better days. But the retirees working in their gardens waved cheerfully as she passed, used to her morning jogs by now. A few welcomed her with smiles and called her name. Truly the neighborhood was becoming her own.

Home.

No one seemed to be overly concerned about the car creeping along in her wake.

She hid a smile, holding her pace steady, refusing to look back. 

Her braid thumped against her back as she ran. It was a comforting feeling, the heavy weight of it a pleasure she still savored after too many years of wearing it short. One more thing to give her satisfaction.

Is this what it feels like to feel...normal?

It was a question she’d asked herself frequently of late. A thing she wondered alongside the other...the one she refused to think about even as he crept along behind her.

Thankfully she’d already made her rounds, a course of nearly three miles, and was on her way back to her place when he showed up. As if she hadn’t noticed the lone car—a long, indigo-colored vintage muscle car—when it roared up along the wide street. Purple. He actually had a purple Mustang. There ought to be a law against vehicles that looked like hard grape candy. On the other hand, it kind of fit with the styling, so who was she to say? 

She stole a glimpse behind her then faced forward again, hiding a smile, determined to jog the last blocks. 

Was this love? That was her second question, the one with the answer that scared her half to death. 

Her feet pounded the pavement as she thought about this. It gave her a twitchy sort of feeling, knowing he was back there behind her. Sasha Petrov was every bit as flashy as his car. It seemed cliché to use words like ‘gorgeous’ when describing him, when ‘demi-god’ might have been more accurate. She’d been falling hard for him for a while now, and just knowing that his eyes were on her as she ran had already sent a moist heat building in her innermost core. Bluntly put, she felt like an animal in heat in his presence, a feeling that was entirely new to her in so many ways.

She acknowledged a wave from a mother pushing a stroller in the opposite direction. The woman’s eyes gleamed with speculation as she looked from Kallie to the car following her, her smile indulgent and even maternal as she passed. This was Petrov’s neighborhood; there wasn’t a soul here that didn’t know him, that didn’t know she was living in his townhouse on the next block. Not that she was living with him. That distinction was likely lost on the locals, especially given how often he’d been coming over of late. 

The question was, did she want there to be something more...permanent between them? 

The last block opened before her. She could see the roof of the townhouse through the trees. Sweat dripped between her breasts and her breath came in shorter gasps. Her thoughts had sent her running faster than normal. Or was she just that eager to get home?

She dropped to a walk, glancing back again to get a better look at the car. He had several vehicles in his collection, and this one was something she hadn’t seen before, though she’d known it was him when he’d roared up behind her. The muscle car was so distinctly him that it had made perfect sense from the moment she’d seen it. It had to be older than she was—probably built in the 1960s, though she was no expert. Her dad had liked old cars, had gotten a calendar every year of vintage cars that he’d hung out in the garage by his workbench. The Mustang was alluring, sleek, and sexy. But, then, anything Sasha touched or was connected with had that effect on her. The chemistry between the two of them was powerful.

And frightening.

How did one explain how two people so wildly different could be so utterly compatible? It should have felt like too much too soon; it hadn’t been that long since they’d met. Too soon to be moved into his place like this. Too soon to be...supported...by him. Not entirely. Just...enough, she reminded herself. She could leave at any time.

Not that she wanted to. As complicated as things were, she was okay with the arrangement. Let the neighbors think what they would. She and Sasha were so equally matched that it was as if destiny had swooped in and cemented them together. 

The houses next to her own had a distinctive feel to them. These neighbors were multi-generational Russians like Sasha, though completely and totally American, and had a lot of Old World customs and language. Their décor reflected that, giving this section of the neighborhood a somewhat European feel. They watched her, she knew. Every last one of them knew and adored Sasha like he was their son, and were protective of him. They’d eyed her with suspicion when she’d first arrived. Now they waved and called, seemingly happy to see her. 

That was Sasha’s doing. He knew how to handle these people, how to be respectful to them. He was their unofficial caretaker, and helpful to a lot of people in the neighborhood. His penchant for doing this was why he and Kallie came together. 

***
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THE SENIORS ESPECIALLY thought of him as a ‘nice man.’ If they only knew, Kallie thought. She’d watched him once as the widow from next door took Sasha’s gorgeous, vibrant face in her old hands, pulled his cheeks like he was a boy, and kissed his forehead. If they only knew Sasha Petrov made his living doing things he definitely shouldn’t. Things he couldn’t talk about, not even to Kallie. 

Speed-walking now along the sidewalk she kept teasing him as he trolled behind her, the muscle car’s engine purring like a big cat. It was mid-morning, broad daylight, and the street before her was mercifully empty. It felt like she and Sasha were the only two people on the planet. 

He kept the car at just enough of a distance behind her, so he could watch her backside. Kallie gladly worked it for him. She knew he had a thing for her hair, claiming the white-blonde reminded him of a cascade of snow or ice, so she flicked it for him. She then threw a smoldering glance at him. No one could look more perfect in the driver’s seat than he did. His honey-colored hair was longish, straight, but with enough body to fall in perfect form, like he just brushed it. His thick beard was a perpetual five o’clock shadow, though she knew for a fact that he shaved every day.

But she loved the roughness of his skin when he rubbed his face against her. Just the thought of it was enough to drive her own temperature up a notch or two
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