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FOREWORD

By The Blue Cross

Dogs are a part of our daily life and they mean many things to many people. They are a source of inspiration to artists, writers and sculptors; they feature in films and television programmes; and their images are used to sell a whole range of products. Dogs were once kept mainly as working animals, but, in recent times, their principal role has changed to one of being a companion to share our lives. For a dog to be good company, it must be contented and have all its needs met. Only then can it behave in a way that allows us to enjoy living with it in our homes. Without a job to do, a companion dog must be given an outlet for its energies and some purpose in life. It will then be free to act in a way that we, as owners, can approve.

Sadly, all too often, relationships between pets and their owners break down due to a lack of understanding or appreciation of dogs’ special needs. The resulting bad behaviour forces owners to try various methods of punishment to no avail. If those relationships cannot be mended in time, the greatest loser is the dog who loses its home and is rejected by the people it knows and loves. If it is lucky, it will find itself in rescue kennels, like those of The Blue Cross. There it may languish for some time before a new owner can be found who is willing to take on the dog and its problems. In addition, the original owners who raised the dog lose a much-loved pet and may, worse still, without recognising their mistakes, go on to raise another puppy with the same bad habits.

The Blue Cross’s commitment to animal behaviour work stems from the belief that if owners understand their pets better, fewer dogs will ‘go wrong’ and be given up or abandoned. Owners who have developed a greater understanding of dog behaviour, make better owners who are kinder to their animals. Thus, the lives of the animals they own may improve considerably.

This book attempts to achieve a greater understanding between dogs and their owners and is fully supported by The Blue Cross. All relationships need to be worked at to be successful and the alliance between dog and owner is no exception. With the help of this book, you can achieve an understanding with your dog which will go beyond words, and the result will be a well behaved dog with whom you can look forward to spending many more happy years.
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CHAPTER ONE

ALL DOGS CAN BE WELL BEHAVED
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Almost every owner would like a dog that is loyal, friendly, never naughty and obeys their every command. Most people, however, live with a dog whose behaviour is less than perfect and are tolerant of a wide variety of behaviour that does not conform to their idea of good conduct. However, it is possible for everyone to have a well-behaved dog. All that is required is that the owner develops a better understanding of their dog and changes the way they behave towards him. This book will help you to do this.

WHY IS YOUR DOG LIKE HE IS?




A dog’s adult character depends on both the genes passed on to him by his parents and ancestors and the environment he has lived in throughout his life. Both will have an effect on his personality, his temperament and qualities, and, consequently, on the way he behaves.

Genetic influences in dogs are very profound. Our present-day dogs are all descendants of the wolves. Wolves are efficient predators of large prey that hunt co-operatively in packs. To do this they need to be sociable and communicative; both traits that make them excellent precursors of our domestic dogs.

[image: Image]

Terriers enjoy games with toys that squeak because they were bred to catch and kill small animals.

In addition, the wolves have an instinctive hunting behaviour which gave them a suitable template to exploit in order to produce the working breeds. We selected the qualities we most admired and created a whole range of dogs to suit different purposes. Different breeds have specific traits that their ancestors required for their ‘job’. For example, Collies are born with a strong instinct to chase and herd moving objects, Terriers enjoy shake and kill games, particularly with objects that squeak, Dachshunds and Terriers which are bred to ‘go to ground’ like to dig, and Bull Terriers like to hang on to objects and tug.

[image: Image]

Puppies learn about each other’s strengths and weaknesses as they play together.

While genes have given our dogs the blueprint for behaviour, the environment in which they live helps develop and strengthen behaviour patterns. Dogs that are raised and kept in different situations will have different characters. Thus, for example, a pet dog raised from a very early age in a kind home with lots of children and animals is likely to be friendly, playful and sociable, whereas a dog kept shut away for most of the time is likely to be shy and fearful. A dog raised with overbearing owners will possibly have a low opinion of his own abilities whereas a dog kept with very indulgent, easy-going owners is likely to be more confident.
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A Springer Spaniel is likely to be energetic and enjoy retrieving because of his genetic make-up.

Experiences early in life, particularly during the first year, will have the most influence on future character. However, dogs are very adaptable and will continue to change their behaviour as a result of experiences and influences from their surroundings throughout their lives.

It is impossible to say whether genes or environmental factors have more influence on the dog’s adult character. Both play their part and are inextricably linked. Both should be considered when trying to understand why a dog is like he is.



THE CANINE HUNTING SEQUENCE




The hunting sequence of the wolf is as follows:




1 TRACK AND FIND PREY




2 FIX GAZE ON PREY AND FREEZE




3 STALK




4 CHASE




5 GRAB BITE




6 KILLING BITE




7 DISSECT




8 CONSUME




9 RETRIEVE AND BURY WHAT HE CANNOT CONSUME




Man has accentuated different parts of the hunting sequence to create dogs that are suitable for various types of ‘work’.

2 & 9: Gundogs

2, 3 & 4: Herding breeds

1 & 4: Hounds

5 & 6: Terriers



WHICH BREED IS RIGHT FOR YOU?




A careful choice of a puppy or an adult dog will ensure that you acquire a dog with a genetic make-up that suits you.

1 LABRADOR RETRIEVER

[image: Image] BRED FOR retrieving fish and game from icy water

[image: Image] ACTIVITY LEVEL: [image: Image]

[image: Image] CHARACTERISTICS: good-tempered, very agile, biddable

[image: Image]

Labradors are natural swimmers and enjoy retrieving objects from the water for their owner.

2 GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG

[image: Image] BRED FOR herding and guarding

[image: Image] ACTIVITY LEVEL: [image: Image]

[image: Image] CHARACTERISTICS: alert, attentive, tireless

[image: Image]

German Shepherd dogs can be territorial and are often protective.

3 BORDER COLLIE/WORKING SHEEP DOG

[image: Image] BRED FOR herding sheep

[image: Image] ACTIVITY LEVEL: [image: Image]

[image: Image] CHARACTERISTICS: persistent, hard-working, compliant

4 JACK RUSSELL TERRIER

[image: Image] BRED FOR killing rats and foxes

[image: Image] ACTIVITY LEVEL: [image: Image]

[image: Image] CHARACTERISTICS: alert, courageous, tenacious

[image: Image]

Like most terriers, Jack Russells enjoy digging.

5 WEST HIGHLAND WHITE TERRIER

[image: Image] BRED FOR killing rats and foxes

[image: Image] ACTIVITY LEVEL: [image: Image]

[image: Image] CHARACTERISTICS: active, resolute, high self-esteem

[image: Image]

West Highland White Terriers will shake and ‘kill’ toys.

6 GOLDEN RETRIEVER

[image: Image] BRED FOR retrieving game

[image: Image] ACTIVITY LEVEL: [image: Image]

[image: Image] CHARACTERISTICS: alert, attentive, tireless

[image: Image]

Golden Retrievers

7 ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL

[image: Image] BRED FOR flushing and retrieving game

[image: Image] ACTIVITY LEVEL: [image: Image]

[image: Image] CHARACTERISTICS: friendly, biddable, energetic

[image: Image]

Springers’ boundless energy, agility and willingness to please make them ideal working dogs.

8 COCKER SPANIEL

[image: Image] BRED FOR flushing and retrieving game

[image: Image] ACTIVITY LEVEL: [image: Image]

[image: Image] CHARACTERISTICS: bustling, exuberant, affectionate

[image: Image]

A Cocker Spaniel in full flight flushing out game.

9 STAFFORDSHIRE BULL TERRIER

[image: Image] BRED FOR fighting other dogs

[image: Image] ACTIVITY LEVEL: [image: Image]

[image: Image] CHARACTERISTICS: courageous, tenacious, fearless

[image: Image]

Staffordshire Bull Terriers are courageous and fearless.

10 YORKSHIRE TERRIER

[image: Image] BRED FOR killing rats

[image: Image] ACTIVITY LEVEL: [image: Image]

[image: Image] CHARACTERISTICS: alert intelligent, spirited

[image: Image]

Yorkshire Terriers are spirited little dogs which enjoy playing.

11 CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL

[image: Image] BRED FOR companionship

[image: Image] ACTIVITY LEVEL: [image: Image]

[image: Image] CHARACTERISTICS: affectionate, friendly

12 BOXER

[image: Image] BRED FOR hunting bears and boars

[image: Image] ACTIVITY LEVEL: [image: Image]

[image: Image] CHARACTERISTICS: lively, strong, loyal

[image: Image]

Boxers are affectionate, exuberant and boisterous. They can make lovely pets providing they get enough play and exercise.








MONGRELS AND CROSS-BREEDS




Mongrels contain elements of their various ‘pure bred’ parents. They will have a real mixture of genetic traits which can be accentuated or played down by their owners as they are raised. They are good ‘all round’ dogs and often make excellent pets.

Cross-breeds (from pure-bred parents of different breeds) contain a mixture of the characteristics of both breeds. They have the advantage over pure-breeds of having fewer health problems associated with inbreeding. The most successful crosses are often those where a breed with a gentle, placid nature is crossed with a breed with a more reactive temperament.

[image: Image]



THE RIGHT DOG FOR THE RIGHT SITUATION




When looking at the characteristics for each breed, you should realise that there is a negative side to each quality if it is incorrectly channelled. For example, it may be beneficial to have an ‘alert’ dog that responds to all your requests quickly, but a dog that is alert and responsive to every little noise outside would become very tiresome. Similarly, it may be nice to have a ‘lively’ and ‘energetic’ dog if you have a high activity level yourself, but on days when you have no desire to be very active, this energy may emerge in unwanted activity and bad behaviour.

[image: Image]

Exercise requirements are not always dependent on size. The giant Irish Wolfhound, for example, is often less active than other smaller dogs.

[image: Image]

Any surplus energy in active dogs can be channelled into energetic games with toys.

Choosing the characteristics that best suit your requirements is essential to achieving a happy partnership.

YOU CAN TEACH AN OLD DOG NEW TRICKS!




The old saying that ‘You can’t teach an old dog new tricks’ is simply not true! One of the requirements of a hunting/scavenging existence is that you need to be adaptable. This trait has been handed down to our domestic dogs and they remain flexible in their behaviour and open to change throughout their lives. Unacceptable dog behaviour can be channelled into more acceptable avenues and new patterns of behaviour can be developed. With a better understanding, many owners can have dogs that are well behaved and can change their dog’s behaviour for the better.

[image: Image]

Older dogs may take more time to learn new ways because you will be working against established behaviour patterns. However, all dogs will readily pick up new ways of behaving if it is to their advantage to do so.

Although it is relatively easy to change the way in which a dog behaves, it is unlikely that you will be able to change a dog’s character fundamentally once he is mature. A shy, submissive dog, for example, is unlikely to become a super-confident extrovert. Being realistic about how much you can change the way your dog behaves is important, but, with knowledge, understanding and some effort, even the most unruly of dogs can be tamed.

THE PERFECT PUPPY




If you take on a puppy, you start with a relatively clean slate. Raising a puppy takes a lot of time and effort but at least the mistakes, or lack of them, will be all yours.

Most ways of achieving good dog behaviour are common to both adult dogs and puppies and are covered elsewhere in this book. However, a most important area that relates specifically to puppies is that of socialization. One of the primary requirements of a pet dog is that he is friendly with people and other animals. This will depend on the quantity and quality of social contact he gets with them as he grows up.

The early weeks of a puppy’s life are very important, particularly up to the age of twelve weeks. During this time, a puppy will approach anything unfamiliar without caution. Meeting plenty of people, including children, as well as other animals, makes it more likely that he will be unafraid and sociable with them in later life.

As a puppy gets older, he becomes more apprehensive of the unfamiliar and, as a result, socialization becomes more difficult. For this reason, it is essential that a puppy is obtained from a source where every care has been taken to ensure that the socialization process is well underway before he reaches you. Never be tempted to buy a puppy from someone who will deliver him or who has numerous litters of puppies, often from different breeds, for sale. Only buy from a place where puppies are kept in a home environment or where each puppy has been given enough individual attention to make him confident and outgoing.

[image: Image]

It is unwise to buy a puppy that is older than eight weeks unless he has been well socialized with humans.



VACCINATIONS VERSUS SOCIALIZATION




You will also need to protect your puppy from contagious diseases until such time as he has developed sufficient immunity against them. Consult your veterinary surgeon for information on the disease conditions in your area and how to keep your puppy safe. There is always a balance to be found between keeping your puppy protected from disease and preventing him from growing up shy and unfriendly because of a lack of social contact. With care, it is possible to reach a compromise and keep your puppy healthy while ensuring that he socializes enough to become confident and friendly towards people
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