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PREFACE

When strangers ask me what I do for a living, I usually tell them I’m an accountant at a cardboard company. Then they wander off to find someone else to talk to. But if I’m feeling chatty, I’ll tell them the truth: I’m a lawyer who makes internet videos where I share interesting insights about the law. At that point, they usually start asking questions. Questions like…


	Is it true undercover cops have to tell you they’re cops if you ask them?1

	How do I get out of a parking ticket?2

	I recently [insert legally questionable activity here]. Is that illegal?



That last category of questions—the “Is that illegal?” questions—are always fun. Sometimes the answer is no, that’s not illegal. Sometimes the answer is yes, what you did was illegal—now wait here while I call the cops (just kidding, I’m cool!). And sometimes the answer is maybe.

People often get confused or frustrated when a lawyer tells them something might be illegal. Shouldn’t I know for sure? Didn’t I pay a bunch of money to learn what is and isn’t illegal? Sure, but so did everyone on the Supreme Court, and even they don’t always agree on what’s legal. My point is that the law is messy, sometimes frustrating, and often open to interpretation. What one lawyer calls freedom of speech, another might call harassment. A single word in a piece of legislation can be scrutinized and interpreted several different ways. In fact, a poorly placed and in the Constitution is the reason we have an area of land in the US where you theoretically can’t be convicted of any crime.3

If you ask me, this is exactly what makes almost every aspect of the law so fascinating. Despite my best efforts, I can’t make the ins and outs of getting a fence permit sound interesting. I really tried, but ultimately my editor and I agreed to scrap the “Everything You Need to Know About Fence Permits” chapter. (All that hard work, down the drain!) And so I’ve tried to narrow this book down to only the good stuff. What follows is a collection of legal insights, anecdotes, hypotheticals, and stories. Some of this might be useful to you later on. Some of it won’t be useful at all (you probably don’t need to know if it’s legal to kill Bigfoot), but I think you’ll enjoy it anyway.

But before we get started, I have to be a good lawyer and include a disclaimer: This is not a legal advice book. If you opened this book because you’re in serious legal trouble and need help, I highly suggest hiring your own lawyer! This book is for entertainment purposes only, and it’s probably not going to keep you out of jail. (If you’re already in jail, feel free to keep reading, for fun.) Also, there is no guarantee that the information in this book will stay accurate forever. Laws change all the time. Sure, right now it’s illegal to drive with dirty tires in Minnetonka, Minnesota, but in the near future the good people of Minnetonka may rise up and abolish this oppressive tire law! The same thing could happen with any number of laws I mention in this book.

Now that all the disclaimers are done,4 we’re finally ready to dive in. Welcome, my law-abiding readers, to the official Law by Mike guide to all things (il)legal.

Footnotes

1 No!

2 Try rescheduling your court date. It increases the chances of the officer not showing up!

3 See the sidebar “The Zone of Death: Where the Law Goes to Die” on here.

4 Until two pages from now.







PARTY FOULS
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Your Guide to Having a Good Time Without Having a Bad Time

Here’s a story you’ll probably never hear: “Me and my friends drank twelve beers each, and not much happened after that.” A good drinking story is usually about the best or worst night of someone’s life. As a lawyer, the ones I hear usually fall into the second category. When you see an especially crazy news headline like “Local Woman Attacks Coach with Sword at Little League Game” or “Alleged ATM Thief Flees Police on Water Skis,” there are usually drugs or alcohol involved. Also, it usually happened in Florida, but there’s an explanation for that. (More on “Florida Man” later!) The last thing I want is to see you make the news, which is why I decided to include a chapter on how to party responsibly. Even if you don’t drink or use drugs at all, you might be the only sober person at a party someday, in which case YOU could be the one who saves the day with your legal knowledge. Your drunk friends will thank you later, once you explain to them what happened!


Mike Mandell does NOT condone underage drinking, even when it’s legal, which it sometimes is.


Q. Am I allowed to let my kids have a little bit of alcohol? Like a sip of wine with dinner, or a beer at a barbecue?

It depends where you live. You’re going to hear that a lot in this book, because the laws in the US vary wildly by state. I could have easily written a separate book for each state. (I offered, but the publisher said a fifty-book deal was “unheard of” and would be “prohibitively expensive.”)

In most states, it’s legal for a kid to have a little alcohol as long as their parents or legal guardians say it’s OK. There are usually limitations on where you can let your kid drink, though. Usually it’s allowed only in the child’s home. In some states, underage drinking with parental permission is allowed in any private location, including someone else’s house. That means that if you’re going to a neighbor’s Super Bowl party, you’re technically allowed to bring your kid along and let him crush beers.1

In at least a couple of states (Texas and Wisconsin), you can let your kid drink pretty much anywhere,2 including restaurants. It’s perfectly legal for a Milwaukeean to let their kid have a margarita or two at Chili’s.3 However, any establishment has the right to deny alcohol to anyone for any reason. If your kid can’t hold his liquor, your server may simply cut him off.

Q. I had a few too many rounds at the bar and got into an accident on the way home. After a lot of self-reflection, I’ve decided this is all the bartender’s fault. Can I sue a bartender for letting me get too drunk?

Most states in the US have dram shop laws. What does that mean? If a server lets a patron get too drunk, and the patron gets into an accident on the drive home that results in injury, the server can be sued. Maybe not by the patron, though. Before you get excited and call your lawyer, you have to find out what type of dram shop law your state has, if any.

So let’s imagine you stumble out of McGinty’s Pub and injure another driver on the way home. What happens next depends on whether your state has first-party or third-party dram shop laws.


	In a state with first-party dram shop laws: You can sue McGinty’s for letting you get too drunk.

	In a state with third-party dram shop laws: You can’t sue Mr. McGinty for letting you get too drunk, but the person you injured can. And don’t make the mistake of thinking the victim can sue only Mr. McGinty. They can sue Mr. McGinty AND you. Plus, you’ll still face criminal penalties. Driving drunk is a crime no matter what, so it’s not like the cops are going to throw Mr. McGinty in jail instead of you.

	In a state with no dram shop laws: You’re probably screwed.



Winning a first-person dram shop lawsuit isn’t easy. You and your lawyer would have to prove that Mr. McGinty was really negligent. If you were outrageously drunk, and old man McGinty kept pouring you rounds (or, better yet, encouraged you to have more rounds) then you might have a case. But generally, judges and juries don’t go for the whole “It’s not MY fault I drank fifteen beers” defense.

Q. If I’m too buzzed to drive, am I allowed to “sleep it off” in the car?

Yes, but you need to make it very clear to the police that you don’t plan on driving that car anytime soon. If the cops catch you sleeping in the driver’s seat with the key in the ignition (or anywhere near the ignition), they can reasonably say, “Hey, I bet that drunk guy’s gonna try to drive that car as soon as he finishes his nap.” That could get you arrested for DUI. If you need to sleep it off, do this:


	Make sure you’re parked in a safe location.

	Put the keys in the glove compartment or, better yet, in the trunk.

	Sleep in the back seat.



Since you’re not in the driver’s seat, and your keys are nowhere within reach, there’s no reasonable argument to be made that you were about to drive. The police might still bust you, but you’ll have a solid defense later in court.

Q. I brought a bottle of liquor to a party and didn’t finish it. I really want to bring it home with me, but how can I get it home without getting busted for an open container?

Toss that bottle in the trunk. Anytime an open container of alcohol is within reach of the driver, it’s grounds for a DUI. If it’s in the trunk, a police officer can’t reasonably accuse you of drinking while driving. It’s not like you’re pulling over every five minutes to pop the trunk and take a swig on the side of the road. Unless you are doing that, in which case I’d say you have a lot to think about.

Q. Are my passengers allowed to drink while I drive?

In most states, it’s illegal to have an open container within reach of you while you’re driving—period. It doesn’t matter if the passenger is the one who’s drinking it. But in at least seven states—Arkansas, Connecticut, Delaware, Mississippi, Missouri, Virginia, and West Virginia—it’s legal for your passengers to drink.

And in one very party-friendly state, even the driver can drink while driving.


Mike’s Bar Trivia #1

In Mississippi, it’s legal for a person to drink while driving, as long as they stay below the legal blood alcohol limit of 0.08%.4


Q. Hey, Mike, is it legal to do a U-turn at a DUI checkpoint? Try to make it quick.

Yes, as long as it’s a legal U-turn (e.g., there’s no sign that says “No U-Turns”) and you’re not breaking any other traffic laws.

But let’s be honest, it’s pretty suspicious. Just because doing a U-turn at a DUI checkpoint is legal doesn’t mean the police won’t find another reason to pull you over. You’re going to learn a lot about the police later in this book (as we speak, a young man named Officer Donutelli is graduating from the police academy, and he can’t wait to catch you pulling a U-turn at a DUI checkpoint), but here’s what you need to know for now: If you’re driving drunk and you hit a DUI checkpoint, it’s probably already too late. You can either go through the checkpoint, or you can pull a highly suspicious U-turn. Either way, you’re almost definitely going to be dealing with the police.


[image: Illustration of a sobriety checkpoint with police officers inspecting vehicles. A car is seen driving away, with a driver saying, ‘Nope.’]


Mike’s Bar Trivia #227

In Tennessee, if a drunk driver kills someone who has children, the driver must financially support the victim’s children until the children turn eighteen.


Q. Hey, you were right! I got pulled over for driving drunk. What’s the game plan here?

First, the officer is going to ask you if you’ve been drinking. There’s no good answer to that question, but the “best” answer is:


“Respectfully, I prefer not to answer that.”



Heads up: The officer is NOT gonna like that. I told you there were no good answers! From here, the officer is going to ask you if you’re willing to take a sobriety test. It might be a field sobriety, Breathalyzer, or blood alcohol test. You have the legal right to refuse a sobriety test… but should you? That depends. Basically, there are only two ways this can end, and it’s up to you to decide which one you prefer. Here’s how the rest of this traffic stop will go down:

THE DUI FLOWCHART


[image: Flowchart illustrating the process of a field sobriety test and its outcomes. It outlines steps based on consent to tests and potential consequences for DUI.]

Q. But I heard there are ways to trick a Breathalyzer! Is that true?

There are a lot of myths about this. Some say you can cheat a Breathalyzer by smoking a cigarette or holding your breath right before blowing. One rumor goes that you can trick a Breathalyzer by sucking on a bunch of coins. I’m not a conspiracy theorist, but sometimes I think the police started these rumors just to mess with drunk people, because none of these tricks work. The only way to pass a Breathalyzer test is to not have alcohol in your system, just like the only reliable way to avoid a DUI is to not drink and drive.

Q. Can I bring my own booze on an airplane?

You can bring alcohol onto a plane in your carry-on as long as it doesn’t exceed 3.4 ounces in volume. The catch is that you can’t actually drink it. You’re allowed to drink alcohol only if it’s served to you by the airline staff, so if you want to get drunk at thirty thousand feet, you’ll have to suck it up and pay twelve dollars for a cocktail that was made a foot and a half away from a toilet.

Q. Can I get a DUI on a bicycle?

Sure, it’s easy!

Even though a bicycle doesn’t have a motor, many states look at a bicycle the same way they look at an automobile: If you operate one while drunk, you’re driving under the influence. If you get pulled over for bicycling drunk in these states, you can be charged with DUI. You could even lose your driver’s license. Other states don’t consider riding a bicycle to be driving, which means you can’t technically get a DUI on one—but you can still be charged with other crimes, like public intoxication, reckless endangerment, etc.

Q. Can I get a DUI on a lawn mower?

Yes. A riding lawn mower counts as an automobile. If you get drunk and decide to take your lawn mower out for a joyride on a public road, you can be charged with DUI. And in certain states, drunk-driving laws apply to your own private property, too. That means that if you get drunk on chore day and flip your John Deere, you could be the rare person who gets a DUI in your own yard!


[image: A police sobriety checkpoint with several officers checking vehicles. A person on horseback approaches, saying ‘Nope.’ A sign indicates ‘STOP SOBRIETY CHECK POINT.’]

Q. Well, I have to get home somehow! Can I get a DUI on a horse?

Yes. Whether you’re riding bareback or operating a horse and buggy, you can get a DUI on a horse. If you don’t believe me, search for “horse and buggy DUI” videos. You might be surprised at how hard the Amish can party.

Q. Can I get a DUI on a boat?

No, but you can get a BUI! Every state has laws against boating under the influence. You could get busted by the coast guard or even the navy. Imagine partying so hard that the military has to intervene.

Q. What about on international waters? Anything goes out there, right?

If you party so hard that you have to do it on the high seas, you’re a true legend. I’d love to get you in a room with the guy who flipped his John Deere and the guy who got a horse DUI. But truthfully, international waters aren’t actually as lawless as people think they are. If you were to get busted for committing a crime on international waters, the authorities would check to see what state your boat is registered in. That state is known as the ship’s flag state. Even on international waters, you’re still expected to follow the laws of your ship’s flag state. For example, if your boat is registered in the state of Hawaii, you’re expected to follow Hawaii’s laws—even on international waters.

Q. Is it true that I can drink in public as long as I keep the bottle in a brown bag?

“Brown bagging” is mostly a myth. The myth goes like this: If you’re carrying something in a bag, it’s considered your personal property. The police aren’t allowed to search your personal property without a warrant or something called probable cause. (More on probable cause later!) That means that even if the cops think you have an open bottle of liquor inside your little brown bag, they’re not allowed to check, right?

Not really. Here’s how it would actually go:


Officer Donutelli: Excuse me, sir, may I see what’s in your bag?

You: No! I know my rights! You’re not allowed to search my personal property without a warran—

Officer Donutelli: Yeeeah, I’m smelling some alcohol on your breath, which means I have probable cause to suspect you’ve committed an open container crime. I’m gonna go ahead and search your bag now. God, I love being a cop.



If you just really love drinking in public, consider moving to Las Vegas or New Orleans. In both of those cities, it’s completely legal to drink on the street as long as your drink is not in a glass bottle.

Q. Is it legal to make my own alcohol at home?

Yes, but only beer and wine. It’s a federal crime to distill your own spirits (i.e., liquor) at home.

Q. Great, because I’ve always thought it’d be fun to run a speakeasy out of my basement! You’re telling me that’s legal?

There’s really no way to run a speakeasy without breaking the law. You might have some bars in your city that brand themselves as speakeasies, but they’re actually legal establishments. Speakeasy is usually just code for “a bar that’s in a weird place and the bartenders wear little suspenders.”

Even though it’s legal to make your own wine and beer at home, there are a ton of restrictions on what you can do with it. In every state, it’s illegal to sell your home-brewed alcohol without the proper licenses. And most states say you can share your homemade booze only with family members who live with you. That means it’s illegal to let your friends have a sip. A lot of states even put restrictions on how much alcohol by volume your home brew can contain. In some of these states, the ABV can’t exceed 4 percent. That’s about as much as a light beer. No offense, but your “legal speakeasy” doesn’t sound like the best place to spend a Saturday night. I’m not even allowed to drink your booze!

Q. If one of my party guests overdoses on drugs and I call an ambulance, will they get in trouble? Wait, will I get in trouble?

Don’t hesitate to call that ambulance, because every state has some type of Good Samaritan law. These laws protect you from legal liability when you help someone who’s in peril. In the case of calling 911 for someone who’s overdosing, you’ll be granted immunity or partial immunity from any drug-related charges. Think of it as your reward for doing the right thing.


Mike’s Bar Trivia #3,066

It’s a federal crime to drink and skydive.



Mike’s Bar Trivia #529

In at least ten states, it’s illegal for bars to run “ladies’ night” specials. They consider “ladies’ night” a form of gender discrimination.


Q. I want to be famous—what’s the penalty for streaking at a football game?


Fifteen yards and an automatic first down.



Actually, streaking at a sporting event will get you charged with trespassing and disorderly conduct at the very least. You’ll definitely have to pay a hefty fine. (In 2020, a guy rushed the field shirtless during an Australian Football League game and was charged $50,000.) You might even spend some time in jail, like another guy who rushed the field at a Ravens game in 2012 and was sentenced to 180 days. And that guy was fully clothed. (In fact, he was dressed in a full Batman costume. Not even Batman could thwart the security team at M&T Bank Stadium.) If you’re fully nude when you rush the field, you could potentially end up on the sex offender registry. That will get you some local fame (they even put your picture on the website!), but probably not the kind you’re looking for.


Mike’s Bar Trivia #482: The Truth About “Florida Man”

Have you ever wondered why all the craziest news stories seem to come out of Florida? Is there just something in the water there that makes every Floridian want to smoke bath salts and rob fast-food restaurants using live alligators as weapons? Not really. The truth is, Florida probably isn’t any crazier than the other forty-nine states. It just seems that way because of something called sunshine laws.

Unlike other states, Florida makes most of its government records available to the public—and that includes police arrest records. Journalists (and anyone else) can scour these publicly available arrest records and find out who was arrested that day and why. This makes it easy to cherry-pick crazy news headlines. I’m sure every state has its own version of Florida Man, but we don’t hear about them as often because it’s harder to access arrest records in other states. God only knows what Indiana Man is up to right now.


Footnotes

1 Mike Mandell does not condone letting your kid “crush beers.”

2 Mike Mandell does not condone letting your kid “drink pretty much anywhere.”

3 Mike Mandell does not condone letting your kid get drunk at Chili’s.

4 Mike Mandell does NOT condone “legal drinking and driving,” but if you live in Mississippi and insist on having a few beers behind the wheel, consider keeping a Breathalyzer in the car to make sure your blood alcohol never exceeds 0.08%.







CAN I SUE?
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Your Guide to Legal Disputes

So someone screwed you over, and now you’re wondering, Can I sue this guy? The answer to that question is usually, “Sure, you can sue almost anyone for almost anything! The hard part is winning.” But before we get into the ins and outs of lawsuits, you need a crash course on damages.

Damages are the compensation you receive from winning a lawsuit. If someone injures you, and that injury causes you to lose money (e.g., because of medical bills), you can sue for that amount of money. Say you’re walking down the street and a roofer drops a hammer on your head. Your medical bills add up to $5,000, plus you have to take a week off work to recover. You can sue that roofing company for $5,000 plus a week’s worth of your salary. These are called economic damages.

But sometimes there’s not an exact price tag attached to your suffering. Imagine that hammer fell only on your foot. The physical injury wasn’t severe enough to require medical attention, so there are no medical bills to sue over. However, the incident caused you intense emotional trauma. Maybe you’ve developed post-traumatic stress disorder, and you’re afraid to walk down the street out of fear of being bonked by a hammer. Your quality of life has decreased. There might not be any medical bills or lost wages associated with your mental anguish, but you’re still suffering. You can sue for non-economic damages like these anytime an injury or incident causes you mental anguish, extreme inconvenience, humiliation, pain and discomfort, or a drastic decrease in the quality of your life. You and your lawyer will decide what your suffering is worth and sue for that amount.

Q. I slipped on a wet floor at the grocery store and got hurt. Can I sue?

Yes, but in order to win, you’ll have to prove that the grocery store was negligent—and that’s not always easy. A few years ago, my family’s law firm spent an entire afternoon in court interviewing a guacamole expert. The entire case was riding on this…

I should probably back up. Our client was a guy who’d slipped on a dollop of guacamole at the grocery store. Our job was to prove the store had been negligent by leaving that guacamole on the floor. It all came down to one question: How long had the guac been there? If it had been there for only a short time, the store probably wouldn’t be liable, because it’s perfectly reasonable for grocery store staff to take a minute or two to deal with messes. But if we could prove the guac had been there a long time, it would mean the store had been negligent. There was no video of the guacamole being dropped, so no luck there. But what we did have was some photos that the victim took after his fall, including photos of the guacamole in question. We called in a food science expert to examine the photos. Based on the color of the guacamole, he determined that it had been there for a few hours. This single detail won us the case.

If you’re in a similar slip-and-fall accident, you and your lawyer will have to do everything you can to prove the store was negligent. Usually, you’ll have to prove the following:


	There was no “Wet Floor” sign near the spill.

	The spill was left unattended for a long time.

	The floor was unreasonably wet. (A single drop of water in the produce section probably won’t cut it.)



Q. If I slip on some ice on the sidewalk, can I sue the nearest business?

In most states, it’s the landlord or business owner’s responsibility to shovel and de-ice the sidewalk in front of their building. But some states have a natural accumulation rule. In these states, it’s not always the landlord or business owner’s responsibility to manage weather-related hazards, because sometimes weather is just too damn difficult to conquer. If it’s snowing eight inches per hour in Illinois, then the owner of Roscoe’s Prairie State Tire Shop can’t be expected to stand outside his shop all day shoveling snow. It’s simply not possible for Roscoe to keep up with the snow.

However, you could still sue Roscoe if he did something to make the weather-related hazard worse. That’s what happened to lazy ol’ F. P. Goodall…


TALES OF JUSTICE: 
WATKINS V. GOODALL

F. P. Goodall was a landlord who owned a few tenement buildings in Massachusetts. In the winter of 1884, one of his tenants sued him because the stairs of her building were icy, causing her to slip and fall. However, Massachusetts had a natural accumulation rule at the time, meaning F. P. Goodall had no legal obligation to de-ice those stairs…

Except it turned out the building had a broken pipe, which had caused water to leak down onto the stairs and create more ice. The court ruled this was not a natural accumulation of ice—it was an unnatural accumulation of ice that wouldn’t have happened if Goodall had gotten that pipe fixed sooner. The tenant won the lawsuit, and out of shame, F. P. Goodall changed his name to F. P. Goofball.1


Q. Can I sue a restaurant for giving me food poisoning?

Sure, but sometimes lawsuits just aren’t worth it. Perhaps you got food poisoning from some bad chili cheese fries at Greasy Gus’s Bar and Grill. Maybe it was so bad that you had to go to the doctor, and you got billed a few hundred dollars for the visit. Maybe you missed a day or two of work, too, so there’s another few hundred dollars down the drain. All in all, the chili cheese fries incident ends up costing you about $1,100. Is that amount of money really worth suing Greasy Gus for? Lawsuits take a lot of time and energy. Plus, it’ll be pretty easy for Gus to fight you. It might go something like this:


Greasy Gus: Can you tell me what else you ate on the day in question?

You: Well, in the morning I had an egg, then—

Greasy Gus: Did you hear that, Your Honor? This guy just ADMITTED to eating an egg! He probably got sick from bad eggs, not the chili cheese fries at my client’s restaurant. Are we



Q. I got hit in the head by a foul ball at a baseball game. Do I sue the stadium, or do I sue the batter? Oh, or maybe I could sue the—



Q. I got into a street fight with a guy, and—I’m not gonna lie—he beat my ass. Can I sue him for personal injury, even though I willingly participated in the fight?





FYI: Dueling Is Still Legal in the United States




	The fight is clearly over (e.g., one of you has been knocked out or seriously injured, or one of you has asked for the fight to stop)

	Other laws are being broken (e.g., other people are being harmed, property is being damaged, a weapon has been pulled)





Q. I hurt myself at the gym! Can I sue?




TALES OF JUSTICE: 
VOKES V. ARTHUR MURRAY





Q. I got bitten by a giraffe at the zoo! Can I sue?



Q. I got injured on a roller coaster. Can I sue?



	Mechanical failures: Obviously, an amusement park has a duty to inspect its rides for safety. If your lap bar comes unlatched in the middle of the Flying Teacups ride and you slip out, that’s certainly grounds for a lawsuit. The ride wasn’t supposed to turn YOU into a flying teacup. Whom you sue depends on the circumstances. The park itself might be at fault, or it could be the company that manufactured the Flying Teacups ride.

	Operator failure: Ride operators are the people who check your safety restraint, work the controls, read important safety instructions, etc. If they make a careless mistake (e.g., they let a child on the ride who doesn’t meet the height requirements), this is grounds for a personal injury lawsuit against the park.




Action Park: 
The Amusement Park from Hell


ALPINE SLIDE


LOLA CARS


BUMPER BOATS


KAYAK EXPERIENCE


BAILEY BALL


CANNONBALL LOOP



Q. I’m not too happy with the current president. Can I sue him for emotional distress?






[image: A golf cart labeled ‘GOLF FORCE ONE’ drives past a person whom it has run over, with the driver saying, “Hey, that’s politics.’ Two golfers are seen in the background, one looking surprised. A security guard is present.]


TALES OF JUSTICE: 
THE “EGGSHELL PLAINTIFF”




Q. A barber just gave me the worst haircut of my life. Can I sue?



Q. I think I have a bad doctor. It’s a long story, but he was supposed to cut off the OTHER foot. Can I sue?



FAILURE TO DIAGNOSE



	Fail to diagnose a medical issue

	Diagnose a medical issue too late

	Misdiagnose a medical issue





FAILURE TO TREAT


MEDICATION ERRORS




	Prescribe the wrong medication

	Prescribe too much or too little medication

	Prescribe a medication that has adverse interactions with other medications you’re on

	Fail to inform you of the side effects of a medication

	Fail to monitor the side effects of a medication



Q. My therapist encouraged me to “go after what I want,” and it backfired BIG-TIME!!! Can I sue my therapist for giving me bad advice?



	Break confidentiality (e.g., spill all your secrets to other people)

	Cross boundaries (e.g., make unwanted physical contact, ask you to hang out socially)

	Misdiagnose a serious mental illness

	Abuse you physically, verbally, or emotionally

	Suddenly abandon you as a client





Q. I run a business, and someone left me a very mean Yelp review! Can I sue?





	NOT DEFAMATION
	DEFAMATION (AS LONG AS THESE THINGS AREN’T TRUE)



	“0 stars! Do NOT eat at Pudgy’s Diner. My food was bland, my silverware was dirty, and my server was rude. Overall, I had a terrible experience here. How hard is it to cook a hamburger? Stay far away from Pudgy’s. There’s much better food in town for half the price.”
	“0 stars! Pudgy puts dog food in the burger meat. Everything on the menu is literally poisonous and my server threatened to beat me up if I didn’t tip 200%. Also, I saw Pudgy’s wife turn into a cat. She’s a witch I think.”




Q. I just bought a house, and it turns out the place is a complete dump! No one told me the septic system needed to be replaced and the foundation is crumbling! Can I sue?




TALES OF JUSTICE: 
STAMBOVSKY V. ACKLEY





Q. My neighbor’s kid is an a**hole. Is it possible to sue a child?


SCENARIO 1: INTENTIONAL ACT



SCENARIO 2: NEGLIGENT ACT



SCENARIO 3: ADULT ACT





Apology Laws: 
Can “Sorry” Be Used Against You?





Q. Do insurance companies really have spies who follow you around to prove you’re faking your injuries?





[image: ]
SIDEBARS: A LEGAL GRAB BAG

Sleep crimes, illegal tag removals, etc.

Q. IF I COMMIT A CRIME WHILE SLEEPWALKING, CAN I GET IN TROUBLE?



Q. IS IT REALLY ILLEGAL TO REMOVE THE TAG FROM A MATTRESS?


Q. ELECTION DAY IS COMING UP, AND I COULD REALLY USE SOME EXTRA CASH. AM I ALLOWED TO SELL MY VOTE?


[image: ]


Did Election Fraud Kill Edgar Allan Poe?




Footnotes
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