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Preface

Dear reader,

The aim of this book is to improve your understanding of the game and your practical skills. By reading the book, you’ll see that almost all diagrams are exercises. Please try to answer the question after the diagram. Active learning is a must if you want to improve.

This book has only junior games (from under 8 to under 14). It has two parts, namely ‘Strategy’ and ‘Tactics’. Each part has five chapters, three of which have a theme, some theory and several illustrative games with exercises. The chapters on strategy (positional play) discuss ‘Weaknesses’, ‘Piece play’ and ‘Evaluating the position and planning’. Those on tactics discuss ‘Calculation’, ‘Attack’ and ‘Defence’. I assume that you have already an, albeit general, knowledge of strategic and tactical principles. There is a test at the end of each part with a set of positions to solve.

If you are a junior, I suggest that you look at this book as a challenge. Up to now, you have probably only looked at games played by masters when reading other books. Guessing the best move was undoubtedly a bonus for you. Now, it is different. The games in this book have been played by juniors in your age group. Guessing the best move now becomes a must.

If you are a chess instructor, this book will help you to identify typical mistakes made by juniors, and it will give you some tips to correct them. It also makes available interesting examples to show them.

I trust that the way chess is explained in this book will be easy to understand. Generally, a good understanding of what weaknesses are is essential, while good piece play is necessary to exploit weaknesses. Material, time and space are important if they are useful to create and exploit weaknesses. Strategy must produce weaknesses in the opponent’s camp, and tactics must exploit them. Hence, everything revolves around weaknesses.

We may have a good understanding of weaknesses, and still not achieve the desired result! Often we lose not for a lack of knowledge, but because we are unable to use our knowledge. Typical situations are: blundering a piece, not seeing the best move, not seeing a threat, and losing on time. In every situation, there was a weakness (the chess clock is the 33rd piece). We had the knowledge to identify and exploit it, but we didn’t do it. Why does this happen? Because we have to improve our way of thinking. This book provides some tools for doing this.

Franco Zaninotto,

Milan, December 2017





PART I

Strategy





CHAPTER 1

Weaknesses

In the middlegame, we need to start an attack. In the past, chess players immediately attacked the opponent’s king. Nowadays, this strategy is very difficult to apply, as the openings are played much better. Hence, we usually have to find another way.

The pawn structure might be thought of as the skeleton of a position, and an understanding of it enables us to prepare a good plan. Let’s study our opponent’s pawn structure (not forgetting that our opponent will do the same with our pawn structure!), and ask ourselves: is it possible now or later to attack some pawns or pieces? Or is it possible to put our pieces on advanced squares where they can’t be easily dislodged? This is possible if our opponent’s camp has weaknesses. But what is a weakness? A weakness is a square (occupied or not by a piece or a pawn) that can be taken by the opponent. Hence, it is either not defended or not defended sufficiently. Undefended pieces and undefended pawns are therefore weaknesses.

A typical weakness is the ‘hole’. Steinitz was the first person to use this term in his famous work The Modern Chess Instructor. He stated: ‘The “hole” means a square on the third or fourth row in front of a pawn after the two adjoining pawns have been moved or captured. Thus, for instance, after the opening moves 1.e4 e5 2.c4, there are already two holes in White’s camp, namely, one at d3 and one at d4.

[image: images]

These holes will be all the more dangerous as long as the adverse e-pawn remains at e5, for that pawn stops the advance of two hostile ones [Steinitz means the d- and e-pawns], and by skilful play, Black will retain that advantage for a long time. If White’s d-pawn is moved forward to d3, that pawn will be weak, and even if he succeeds in exchanging that pawn for another, the squares at d3 and d4 will remain weak, and White will have to guard against the entrance of hostile men on those squares with one or more pieces, since both the pawns that previously could afford protection against such entrance are advanced.’


Javier Habans Aguerrea

1391

Ciro Revaliente Montoya

1822

Spanish Youth Chess Championship

Salobreña 2016 (U10)



1.e4 c5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗b5 g6 4.♗xc6 bxc6 5.d3 ♗g7 6.0-0 ♘f6 7.♘c3 0-0 8.♗e3 d6 9.h3 ♖b8 10.♖b1 ♘e8 11.♕d2 f5 12.♗h6?!

12.e5 was better.

12…fxe4 13.♘xe4 ♗xh3! 14.♗xg7

[image: images]

What must Black play? Take the bishop with the king or the knight, or play …♖xf3?

14…♘xg7??

Black had to defend the ‘hole’ on h6 with 14…♔xg7!. For example: 15.♕c3+ ♔g8 16.♘eg5 (16.♕d2? ♖xf3!) 16…♗d7 17.♕c4+ ♔g7, and Black remains with an extra pawn. It was not correct to play 14…♖xf3? 15.♗c3! d5 16.♘g3+–.

15.♕h6 ♘f5

After 15…♗f5 16.♘fg5 ♖f6 17.♕xh7+ ♔f8 18.♕h8, Black is mated.

16.♕xh3+–

And White won.

Why did Black make this blunder? It seems that he used only 20 seconds to decide to take with the knight. Too little. He didn’t notice that this was a critical position. What is a critical position?


A position is critical when the position is difficult (mainly tactical), or you have to take a decision that can’t be taken back, such as in the case of pawn pushes or exchanges.



It is also possible that Black automatically rejected taking with the king. But the king is not only a strong piece in the endgame, as he can also be very useful in defence. For a king that is under attack, as in this situation, it may be a question of life or death.

In this game, we saw:

1) A bad habit (bad time management);

2) No appreciation or identification of the critical moments;

3) A reluctance to play with the king in the middlegame.

All this is normal, as this was an ‘under 10’ game. We’ll see what to do about the first two points shortly.


Gregoire Brouard

1681

Elliot Papadiamandis

1805

French Junior Chess Championship

Gonfreville 2016 (U12)



1.d4 ♘f6 2.c4 g6 3.♘c3 ♗g7 4.e4 d6 5.♗e2 0-0 6.f4 ♘a6 7.♘f3 e5 8.fxe5 dxe5 9.d5 ♘c5 10.♗d3 ♕e7 11.0-0 ♖e8 12.♗c2 a5 13.h3 ♗d7 14.♗e3 ♘a6 15.a3 ♕d6 16.♕d2 ♖ab8 17.♖f2 b6 18.♖af1 ♖f8 19.♗h6 ♘e8 20.♗xg7

[image: images]

How must Black continue?

Black clearly must take the bishop. If you studied the position carefully, you noted that White has an attack on the king’s flank, but without immediate threats. In the previous example, White could successfully attack h7, because Black had pushed and exchanged the f7-pawn. This time, with the f7-pawn on its original square, the same strategy is not fruitful. Hence, it’s better not to move the king, which can be more easily attacked. Furthermore, after 20…♔xg7, the ♘e8 remains out of play and prevents the connection between the two rooks.

20…♔xg7?

A mistake. Better was 20…♘xg7 21.♘h2 (after 21.♘b5 ♗xb5 22.cxb5 ♘c5 23.♘g5?! f6, the e6-square is defended by the knight. Better was 23.♕c3 f6[image: images]. Attacking, as in the previous example, with 21.♕h6 gives White only a slight plus after 21…f6) 21…f6 22.♘g4 ♘h5, and Black can defend.

21.♘b5!

The game continued with 21.♕g5? f6, with a small advantage to White. Both 21.♘e2 f6 22.♕c3 and 21.♗a4 ♗xa4 22.♘g5 were interesting.

21…♗xb5

21…♕e7 22.♕c3 f6


[image: images]

analysis diagram



23.♘xe5!, with a great advantage. For example: 23…♘d6 24.♘xd7 ♕xd7 25.♖xf6+–

22.cxb5 ♘c5 23.♘g5 f6 24.b4! axb4 25.axb4 ♘d7 26.♘e6+ ♔g8 27.♘xf8+–


Let’s pay great attention to pawn structures, and then we will learn where to put our pieces and how to attack our opponent’s pieces.



2016 was a great chess year for the Polish girl Wiktoria Smietanska. In May, she took part in the Polish U8 Chess Championship. For her. it was a training tournament for the U6 Championship, which was to take place later, and Wiktoria was born in 2010. But she surprised everyone and won with 9/9!

Afterwards, she took part in the U8 European Union Youth Chess Championship. I suspect that she used it
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