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PREFACE
THE ORIGINS OF HUMANITY AND ITS RELIGIONS
Much has been said about the Anunnaki today. They are mentioned in ancient Mesopotamian writings, as well as in the contexts of esotericism and fringe science. They also feature in the volatile topic of the New World Order as it relates to politics and global issues. It is astonishing—at least for those who have not dealt with the hidden history of our world—to discover how all these things interweave. But who are the Anunnaki? Do they really exist? What sources tell us anything about them? Is there a planet Nibiru?
SITCHIN, TELLINGER, AND PARKS
The subject gained attention through the books of Zecharia Sitchin (1920–2010), who set forth the theory that the Anunnaki are visitors to our Earth from a planet named Nibiru. Sitchin’s books and hypotheses met with much interest but were criticized by scientists and skeptics. He was reproached for giving too few references to sources for his interpretations of Mesopotamian texts. It was also claimed that his linguistic interpretations were amateurish. It is true that his source references are much too few, and the question about his linguistic qualifications may be justified. Nevertheless, his theses are remarkable, even if they are only partially correct (though these may be essential parts). (As a kind of response to repeated questions about sources, Sitchin published The Lost Book of Enki
in 2004. It gives the impression of a real Mesopotamian document but raises more questions since no source at all is stated, and some have, therefore, assumed it to be a construction.)
Michael Tellinger carries Sitchin’s theses further in his interesting book 
Slave Species of the Gods, and he corroborates them with his own investigations and comparisons with various cultures. In my view, however, Tellinger relies too uncritically on Sitchin’s writings, especially
The Lost Book of Enki. His opinions about Jesus and Christ as agents of the Anunnaki derive from a layman’s view of ecclesiastical Christianity. If he had engaged more critically in the history of Christianity and especially of Gnostic Christianity, he could not have written as he did. As a result, his claims about Jesus are erroneous. As I will show here, Jesus was a messenger of Christ and had the mission of informing us about the rule of the Anunnaki: that was why he was killed. This mission was carried on by the Gnostic Christians until they too were eliminated by the ruling powers. Another problem with Tellinger’s text is that it lacks direct references to sources: there is only a general bibliography.
Later, another writer joined the discussion. The French-German author Anton Parks published some books in French, of which Eden: La vérité sur nos origines (Eden: The truth about our origins) is the most important. Parks translates Mesopotamian texts quite differently from previous linguists and ethnologists. Although the result is an interesting contribution to the subject, it contains some surprisingly erroneous linguistic references to Hebrew concepts. Moreover, as I will explain later, some of his assertions can be questioned. Again, source references are sparse, especially concerning Mesopotamian texts. He cites only coded notations for cuneiform texts, making it difficult to compare his translations with others.

SO WHO ARE THEY?
Why are they called Anunnaki? This word means
the people of Anu, and it first appeared in Mesopotamia on cuneiform clay tablets that are several thousand years old. In this book, I will retell and discuss the story of the Anunnaki according to these tablets. This is done from more of a spiritual viewpoint, in contrast to the common, and rather dry, scientific attitude, which is based on a limited worldview.
The traditional approach to creation myths is to regard them as such—as myths—but we will consider them under the hypothesis that they may have a factual background. What does this hypothesis mean for our monotheistic religions, and what worldview will that lead to? Moreover, what connections could there be with actual occurrences in our world?
I will try to give answers that will probably not appeal immediately to all readers, depending on their worldviews, but at any rate will offer material for discussion and reflection. My intention is to span a bridge between, on the one hand, the common “scientific” views on this subject, and, on the other hand, the numerous esoteric books and ideas, which have their defects as well. The latter in many cases lack a proper grounding in the clay tablets and other ancient texts, and sometimes provide isolated quotations that do not stand up to verification.
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A first millennium Mesopotamian cylinder seal impression. This image—in the conventional interpretation—shows a worshipper and a fish-garbed sage, with a stylized tree and a crescent moon and winged disk above it. To the left is the dragon of Marduk, with Marduk’s spear and Nabu’s standard on its back. Some of these elements will be discussed later in this text.

ARE THERE REALLY EXTRATERRESTRIALS?
The widespread opinion that the Anunnaki belonged to an extraterrestrial race is, of course, taboo in circles that consider themselves scientific. Yet if we study the Mesopotamian texts, we will not find contradictions to this interpretation: it is logically possible. It merely conflicts with the present-day official worldview and the customary dogmatism found in “scientific” circles.
Today it should be clear that we cannot possibly be alone in the universe. Mainstream astronomy now estimates that there are trillions of planets in the cosmos, and the probability that only one of them has biological life is almost zero. Since there are probably hundreds of thousands of populated planets, it is also probable that other civilizations are out there.

ORIGINS OF RELIGIONS
The present treatise is based on research into the history of religions and looks ahead in connection with spiritual and esoteric sources. Unlike the above-mentioned works, it cites a large number of sources that can be found in relevant books and on the internet. I will avoid attempting a scientific transliteration of words from non-European languages.*1 Please note also that I will not distinguish strictly among the various cultures in question but will for the most part use the general term Mesopotamian. As for the many links to the internet that are cited, a number of them will no longer be available after some time, because the URLs will change or the websites will no longer be active. I hope that the interested reader will be able to find corresponding websites with the help of the information that is given.
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I would also like to express my thanks to Jennie Marx of Inner Traditions/Bear & Company for her suggestions and helpful editing of the text.


1
THE ANUNNAKI AND THE CREATION OF HUMANITY
Facts about Us in the Mesopotamian Clay Tablets
The ancient Mesopotamian cultures consisted of Sumer (3500–1800 BCE), Akkad (2340–2125 BCE), Babylonia (2000–1000 BCE), and Assyria (1170–612 BCE). (These are all approximate dates and vary somewhat from one source to another.)
These civilizations left a large number of texts in cuneiform writing on clay tablets. Many of these have been preserved to this day, even though some are damaged or broken; others have no doubt been stolen and are now in private possession or kept at unknown locations. Regrettably, some have even appeared to be used as building material for houses. It was only in the nineteenth century that these texts could gradually be deciphered and the valuable clay-tablet literature became accessible. With this, a worldview appeared that had previously been unknown in modern times.
Among the most important texts in our context is the Babylonian creation story Enuma Elish (so called after its first two words, which mean “when above”), written on seven tablets, which gives some information about the creation of humans.1 I will briefly describe this creation story, referring to various translations (which differ in part, in some cases extensively). A much older description is published in another of my books, Es begann in Babylon 
(It began in Babylonia).2 This book was published in 2008; today I would have written much of it quite differently.
Early scholars dated the Enuma Elish to about 2000 BCE. Some more recent authors want to date it some one thousand years later. A more accurate dating remains uncertain.
Official science regards these stories as tales and mythologies without any correspondence to the actual cosmos. Because there are remarkable parallels to the first books in the Old Testament, especially Genesis, one would logically have to also regard the latter as pure mythology (as some actually do). As a result, I will write using the equally admissible hypothesis that the Mesopotamian stories may also be based upon actual truths.
The Enuma Elish tells us that the Goddess Tiamat was the primordial mother of the race of the gods.*2 Their primordial father was Apsu, her male partner. Out of their union a kind of personified power of creation emerged, called Mummu. They mixed their energies, and three generations of gods came to be. The first of these was the divine pair Lahmu and Lahamu, out of which emerged Anshar and Kishar. A third generation followed: the one of the heavenly god Anu, with two female mates, and their sons Enlil (“lord of the storm”) and Enki (“lord of the Earth,” also called Ea or Nudimmud), who also had their female companions. Out of them, a race of gods then emerged, called Anunnaki or Anunna.
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Enlil, Lord of the Storm
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A detail from the Adda Seal showing Enki, center, with streams of water and fish flowing from his shoulders.
After they had emerged, the divine brothers, Enlil and Enki, and the other Anunnaki disturbed Apsu and Tiamat with their behavior. Although Apsu could not pacify them, Tiamat was tolerant at first. Then Apsu called his counselor or vizier, Mummu. They went to Tiamat to get her advice. They actually wanted to exterminate these divine brothers, or rather reverse their creation. Tiamat was infuriated, because she was their primal mother, and she wanted to discipline them benevolently. Mummu, however, advised Apsu to continue with the extermination, and Apsu was pleased.
We will have to understand Apsu in two ways. In one aspect, he is the primordial energy out of which the creation came to be, but in another aspect he is also that energy as a personified entity. Tiamat is often characterized as another primordial energy but can also be understood as an entity representing the female (birthgiving) part of an androgynous aspect of one Creator.*3 These entities are often devalued when it does not fit the common worldview to see them as Gods.
Enki discovered their plans and thwarted them. Using spells, he put Apsu and Mummu to sleep, stripped Apsu of the signs of his power, and killed him. Mummu was fettered. Enki had won and established a world “on Apsu” to which he gave the Creator’s name—meaning that he built his own world on the basis of the already existing creation. Thus Enki hijacked a part of the primordial energy. The sphere of life and power of Enki was now called Apsu. Here the god Marduk, the wisest of the wise, was born of Enki and his female partner Damkina (also called Damgalnuna). This god, who had four eyes and four ears, was to become the destroyer of Tiamat, and he molested her day and night with “waves,” also translated as streams, wild surf, or 
flood waves (and, improbably, in one German translation as “reed swamp,” which can hardly reflect the energetic nature of the attack).
Some of the gods now have evil plans. They accuse Tiamat of passivity and challenge her to fight. Tiamat prepares herself. The gods split: some support Marduk, and some take the side of Tiamat, who had previously given birth to them. Tiamat produces invincible weapons such as monstrous snakes, with sharp teeth and bodies filled with poison, for her defense in the coming confrontation. She manifests cruel but godlike dragons, who raise fear at the mere sight of them. A horde of monsters is assembled—a hydra dragon, a demon (also called Lahamu), a rabid dog, a lion man, a scorpion man, tempest demons, and so on. Eleven kinds of monsters arise, and Tiamat’s firstborn Kingu (“laborer”) becomes their leader as well as Tiamat’s new spouse. In this, we may see a separation of the originally unified energies of Apsu and Tiamat.
Enki finds out about these preparations and feels afraid. He informs Anshar, who is also greatly disturbed, and asks Enki to appease Tiamat. Since Enki has already killed Apsu, Anshar wants him to kill Kingu also. He is aware of Tiamat’s strength and asks him to send another against her. Anshar then turns to Anu, who first wants to negotiate with Tiamat but then shrinks back as a result of her preparedness to fight. The Anunnaki—the people of Anu—are alarmed. Enki now calls Marduk to his chamber and orders him to fight, and he accepts the task with bellicosity.
Marduk approaches Tiamat, with all of his assisting gods marching at his side. Tiamat roars vehemently, and Marduk accuses her of having caused conflict in arrogance and pride and of having aroused discord through conspiracy. Sons would have done injustice to their fathers because of her influence, and she would have groundlessly hated her own children. She would have sought evil. Marduk turns the tables. He challenges her to a fight that ends with her death.
Now it is obviously impossible that Marduk and his cohort could have killed the primordial Creators and destroyed all the cosmos therewith: it would have meant suicide for themselves. Therefore the true meaning is that they turned their back on the Creators and declared them as dead to the Anunnaki: the latter would live as if the Creators no longer existed. In that way, they made a separate region in the universe for themselves, a kind of enclave in which they lived as if they were alone. Hence—if we are to assume a basic reality behind the story rather than regarding it as only a myth—we can also assume that there are other regions in the universe besides the Anunnaki enclave. This would explain the existence of other divine beings (or extraterrestrials) that are not mentioned in the clay-tablet texts and that were probably unknown to the Mesopotamians.
GOOD AND EVIL IN THE DIVINE WORLD
The first impression we get is that there were “black sheep” among the gods that emerged from Apsu and Tiamat. In a motherly way, Tiamat wanted to tolerate them, but Apsu wanted to eliminate them so as to restore order and peace. The troublemakers then carried out a revolution and took power through violence and murder. (This resembles the familiar story about Satan and the fallen angels who followed him.) Tiamat, convinced of the need to fight, prepared to intervene and defend herself.
Which side is evil then? On the one hand, the texts mention the “evil plan” of Mummu and Apsu for doing away with the “divine troublemakers,” and it is written that Tiamat “contemplated the evil in her heart” (other, remarkably different, translations are “grieved in her heart,” “suppressed the evil in her belly,” “despaired about the evil plans,” and “uttered a curse”) when she first rejected this plan. On the other hand, Enki murders his grandfather and has his grandmother killed—the two primordial Gods, the father and mother of the whole creation! Marduk then becomes the lord of the world, the god of our Earth, and finally the chief god of Babylon. This gives us the impression that good and evil are being described from the subjectively reversed view of their worshippers—a view that is uncritically adopted by ethnologists and theologians. To the critical reader, however, Enki, Anshar, and Marduk may well appear as the real culprits. Are they the thugs of the divine world, who take power over part of Apsu’s realm through cunningness and murder?
Later the Anunnaki came to the Earth and “created” human beings here—not out of the primordial energy, which would have been a real creation; rather they manufactured them through genetic manipulation of existing forms of life. (Here as elsewhere, I sometimes place the word create in quotation marks, because true creation manifests something out of the primordial energy that was not there before. Making something through manipulation of existing forms is thus not a real creation in the same sense.) The two main gods that took possession of our planet were Enlil and Enki.
Thus the Mesopotamian religion is not, strictly speaking, polytheistic, since only one is mentioned as a primordial Creator, even though it has two aspects, both male (Apsu) and female (Tiamat); it is in a way androgynous. The other gods are subordinate intermediate beings between the true divine and us humans. Analogously, we could regard Christianity, with its assemblage of God the Father, Christ, the Holy Spirit, Mary, and a large number of angels as at least semipolytheistic—especially if we take into account the veneration of saints. Ethnologists and linguists have given hard evidence that the Bible (particularly Genesis and some other parts of the Pentateuch) essentially has its origin in Mesopotamian texts that were modified and abbreviated. The Bible begins with briefly mentioning the creation of heaven and Earth—the significance of the first sentence in Genesis and the waters mentioned will be discussed later in this book in a different sense (see here regarding 
tehom)—and then the creation of humans. The Enuma Elish begins earlier, with the original creation in more detail, and therefore has a section that is missing in the Bible. Theologians and rabbis who resist seeing it this way are merely using tactics to protect their positions.
Anton Parks has written an interesting book, Eden: The Truth about Our Origins, in which he translates Mesopotamian texts in a different way from that of many scholars.3 What is of main interest here is his description of the Anunnaki gods Enki and Enlil.
According to Parks, Enki is Enlil’s father, and not, as is otherwise commonly 
assumed, his brother; 4 Enlil enacted this deception to appear equal to his father. Parks’s view deviates from the general view of Enki and Enlil, but it appears to be substantiated by the quotation, “Enlil, may the father who gave you life, Enki, with Ninki [Damkina], say a prayer on my behalf.” The translation of this quotation is, however, uncertain.5 Another text mentions Enlil as the father of Enki.6 Hence this question has not yet been settled. In any case, Enlil, “the lord of wrath,” does not love the human race but despises it. Humans are mere animals to him.
Enki is sometimes described as a snake, perhaps because of his wisdom. The lord of knowledge, he holds the secret of the gods that humans should not know.7 But transgressing this prohibition, he has revealed certain secrets to the humans. Thus he is friendly to the humans.

THE CELESTIAL CEILING AND THE EARTH
The gods assisting Tiamat tried to escape, but they were caught and their weapons were destroyed. Marduk split the skull of Tiamat and cut her blood vessels. He let the north wind carry her skull (also translated as “her blood”) to distant regions, and the gods who were on his side rejoiced. He cut up the rest of the body as a fish is cut up for drying. He let one half of it form a ceiling in the sky. He spread her skin out and assigned a watcher to prevent her “water” (energy) from escaping. From the other part, he formed Esharra—the Earth. He also fashioned abodes for the great gods on Earth.
Marduk set the zodiac in the sky and divided the year in twelve months. He declared Nibiru to be the abode of the gods that announces their duties. Finally he put the Moon in its orbit. This means that he set the orbit of the Earth around the Sun as well as that of the Moon around the Earth. This determines the zodiac and the movement of the Moon, the division of the year into months.
The gods at work here were the Anunnaki, whose highest god was Enki’s father Anu, the god of the heavens. Nibiru is regarded by many as their domicile.

THE CREATION OF HUMANS
Marduk spoke (Enuma Elish): “I will form blood and let bones come to be. Then I will make the human being, his name shall be ‘man.’ Yes, I will make the human! Upon him shall be imposed the duty to serve the gods so that they may rest.” Kingu was killed as punishment for provoking Tiamat’s fight, and man on Earth was made out of his blood and his bones.
Other clay tablets give more details about how the human race was “created.” Another way of “creation” is mentioned, over which the goddess of birth, Ninhursag (“lady of the holy mountains”)—also called Mami (“mother”), Nintu (“goddess of birth”), or BeletIli (“lady of the gods”)—is appointed.
The humans were to cultivate and water the fields so that they would produce much for the Anunnaki. They were also to celebrate the feasts of the gods and keep oxen, sheep, cattle, fish, and poultry. Other tablets mention that the humans were fashioned to serve the gods without freedom of their own.
As slaves of the gods.

A SANCTUARY ON EARTH
Three hundred Anunnaki became watchers of heaven. Another three hundred were assigned for service on Earth. The latter are called Igigi. (It is not clear, however, exactly which Anunnaki group is called Igigi.)
A high, tower-shaped temple was erected in Babylon, called Esagila, in which lounges for Marduk, Enlil, and Enki were arranged. The Anunnaki also put up altars for themselves. Marduk was, in a quite dictatorial manner, appointed god of the humans by Anu (his grandfather).

WHAT IS NIBIRU?
The Enuma Elish mentions Nibiru on tablet 5, line 6 (some translators write Nebiru or Neberu). Translators into various languages have rendered this by different names—such as polestar, Jupiter, Mercury, pole of the universe, the one who seizes the middle, the one who seizes Tiamat in the middle, planet of passage (or crossing)—or it is left untranslated. On tablet 7, lines 124–9, Nibiru is said to be a star that controls the passage between heaven and Earth, and it is the “star of Marduk.”
Taken from a number of different translations and versions (into English, German, and French), the following quotations contain about all that the 
Enuma Elish tells us about Nibiru. Material in parentheses consists of variations among these translations (note the remarkably different choices of words):
He established the divisions of the year through signs (constellations of the zodiac; set up three stars each for the twelve months), he established (gave them) the position of Nibiru to determine their relations (mark out their course; fix the distance between the stars). So that no one would go astray (make an omission, an act of negligence; transgress or be slothful), he set up the stations of Enlil and Enki (with Nibiru). He opened gates on both sides and attached strong bolts (locks; a strong corridor) to the left and to the right. He placed the zenith (the heights of heaven; the superior zones) in her (Tiamat’s) belly (in her midst; in her liver; in the heavenly vault). (Tablet 5, 3ff.)
He indeed determined the end and the beginning (shall hold the beginning and the future; is the warden of all peoples). As Nibiru, the seizer of the midst (of Tiamat), may he keep the passage (place of crossing) of heaven and the netherworld (between heaven and Earth; keep the turning points of the orbit). They (the gods) should not pass up or down (above or below; everyone who cannot find the passage), but wait for him (pay homage to him). Nibiru is his star that he made to shine in the sky, may it take its position on the heavenly staircase (celestial ladder) so that it can be seen (so that it may maintain beginning and end; so that it may be venerated). Yes, he who constantly (tirelessly; without resting) crosses the sea (forces his way through Tiamat; passes through the middle of Tiamat), his name shall be Nibiru, who controls (grasps; seizes; occupies) her middle (the crossroads). May he uphold the course of the stars of heaven and shepherd all gods like sheep. May he bind (vanquish; subdue) Tiamat and bring mortal danger to her life (constrict her breath; narrow and shorten her life; may her life be straight and short; he conquered Tiamat, he troubled her and ended her life
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