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Dedication

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, the just shall live by faith. 

Romans 1:17
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​​Foreword
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​​​​​​​​

The Preaching of the Cross is a pastoral study material based on the text of chapter six of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

The writer exposes in his dialogue with the recipients of the epistle the content of the doctrinal themes that they received from the beginning of their conversion, and by the way that the writer exposes them in relation to their spiritual growth and maturity, we note that these doctrinal themes were in their time the doctrinal ensemble of what eventually became known as the doctrine of the apostles.

The preaching of the Cross is the main message of the Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven preached from the time when John the Baptist began to preach, until the resurrection of Jesus, when the cycle of the work of redemption for humanity was closed. Thus, then, the preaching of the Cross became the collection of the basic doctrines of Salvation and Eternal Life.

The Preaching of the Cross was widely known among the residents of Jerusalem, Judea, and even Samaria, as the Gospel of the Kingdom; however, within the Gentile communities it received the proper name of the Preaching of the Cross, classified as foolishness, of course, due to the fact that it did not appeal to the philosophical reason to which all those who inhabited the Hellenized regions were accustomed. 

Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles, leaves ample evidence of this when he writes his first epistle to the community of faith in Corinth:


For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. 18For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 1st. Corinthians 1:17, 18


But, although with a different name between the two groups, the doctrinal content was always the same. The doctrinal themes that formed part of the doctrine of the apostles, as recounted in the Epistle to the Hebrews, are the following:

	The doctrine of Christ, or the word of the beginning,

	We go on to perfection; 

	Not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, 

	And faith in God, 

	Of the doctrine of baptisms, 

	And the laying on of hands, 

	And the resurrection of the dead, 

	And eternal judgment.


Although the preaching of the cross gathered all the doctrinal set of the doctrine of the apostles, it was never considered as scholarly material of teaching; the apostle Paul establishes it as the living doctrinal body of life in Christ and defines it as the power of God;


For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 1st. Corinthians 1:18


In the account of the book of Acts of the Apostles, it is even defined as the counsel of God.


For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. Acts 20:27


The Preaching of the cross is the super eminent greatness of His power for us who believe, it is the power of His strength that dwells in us.


And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, Ephesians 1:19


Thus, more than a pastoral study material, The Preaching of the Cross is an introductory material to the themes of salvation as preached in the early years of the founding of the Church; a material to know the fundamentals of the Gospel of the Kingdom and the hope of our salvation by faith.
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​Overview
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​What is the Gospel Message?
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In an ambience as theologized as we live in, where talking about complex doctrinal issues has become almost the daily bread, we have overlooked that the message of the Gospel is a simple message, unpretentious, that tells us of the love of God that although we were sinners Christ died for us.

It is the message of the Bible, the message of an Almighty God, Creator of Heaven and earth; by Him all created things consist.​[1]  It is the message of an ever-present God, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.​[2] It is the message of a God who, though he hates sin, loves the sinner, and delights in his Creation.

It is the message of a God who is not a respecter of persons who, though he may speak judgment against even one nation, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; but if the nation turns from their evil, He will repent of the evil that He spoke about them.​[3]

It is the message that breaks out among people who do not know Him, even among those who do not want to hear Him. It is the message that speaks of Peace, of restoration, of edification, of restitution; he who says, you shall be built.​[4] 

It is the message of the one who calls things that are not as if they were,​[5] and who calls things by their name.​[6]  It is the message of the one whom the prophets described as God of all flesh,​[7] God of spirits,​[8] God of the heavens and God of the earth,​[9] God of gods.​[10]  Such is the greatness of his strength, and his power and virtue.

The Gospel message is not a philosophical or religious message, nor does the strength of its power lie in the etymology of the Word.


For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 1st. Corinthians 4:20


The Gospel message is not a difficult message to understand, one that requires the use of the hermeneutics of the word to be interpreted.


For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off. 12It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? 13Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it?   Deuteronomy 30:11-13


The Gospel message is the message born from conviction, from the personal conviction that God revealed Himself and spoke, and that His instructions do not require interpretation,


But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it. Deuteronomy 30:14


It was the message that ran through Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the entire Roman Empire,


But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 9That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. Romans 10:8, 9


The Gospel message is the same prophetic message established even before the foundation of the world; it is the theme upon which all the content of the Mosaic Law rests...


Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? 27And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. Luke 24:26, 27


.. And proclaimed by the apostles of Jesus as the foundation of faith,


Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 10Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: 11Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 12Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 1st. Peter 1:9-12


The Gospel message is the Revelation that Jesus is the Messiah (the Christ, in Greek),


He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, we have found the Messiah, which is, being interpreted, the Christ. John 1.41

The woman saith unto him, I know that Messiah cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things. John 4:25

These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. John 9:22


The Gospel message is the message that Jesus is the Son of God; it is the message that recognizes and proclaims his human presence...


And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.  1st. John 4:3


... But who knows how to distinguish him from any other prophet of ancient times. It is the message that proclaims that Jesus is God.


Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, of a truth thou art the Son of God. Matthew 14:33

And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: Romans 1:4


The Gospel message is a confession that Jesus is salvation, liberation and eternal life.


That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. Romans 10:9

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. Acts 4:12

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. Acts 2:21

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. Romans 10:13


It is not only a verbal acknowledgment, in the manner of pagan religious confessions; it is the confession born of the revelation that Jesus is God Himself made flesh, and established as a life conviction that He lives in us,


And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.   Matthew 16:16

Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities. Acts 3:26

And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Acts 8:37

God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.    1st. Corinthians 1:9


The Gospel message is the proclamation that Jesus is the foundation of eternal life,...


And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  Ephesians 2:20, 21

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 7Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. Colossians 2:6,7


The Gospel message is the doctrine of the Kingdom of Heaven which states that God demands that all men repent of living under the kingdom of Satan, and decide to live under the Lordship of Christ,...


And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent: Acts 17:30

And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Matthew 3:2

From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Matthew 4:17

And as ye go, preach, saying, the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Matthew 10:7


.. To be counted worthy of this Grace,


Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer. 2nd. Thessalonians 1:5


The Gospel is the proclamation of the Kingdom of Heaven, which establishes God's decision to reconcile man with his Maker. Jesus is the only mediator between God and men,


Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 20Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. Galatians 3:19, 20

For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.   1st. Timothy 2:5 

But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. Hebrew 8:6

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. Hebrew 9:15

And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.   Hebrew 12:24


The Gospel message is the testimony that He appeared to destroy the works of Satan and of demons,


And, behold, they cried out, saying, what have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time? Matthew 8:29

He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.  1st. John 3:8

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; Hebrew 2:14


The Gospel message is the regeneration of man through the Holy Spirit,


For the kingdom of God is
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