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Introduction


A K-pop boy band with a hip-hop influence, BTS’s catchy songs, smooth moves, and adorable personalities have skyrocketed the seven members to worldwide idol status, earning them a top spot on charts around the globe. They even landed a place in Guinness World Records for having more Twitter engagement than any other musical group in the world in 2018.

Rebellious and edgy, romantic and sensitive, 90 percent of BTS’s songs are written by the seven members of the group. Their hopes, dreams, fears, struggles, excitement, and passions are reflected in their songs, prompting an entire generation across the globe to join the BTS ARMY.

BTS debuted in 2013 with their breakout single “No More Dream.” Their music is a mash-up of Western and Korean styles and includes star-studded collaborations with rappers and EDM stars such as Steve Aoki, the Chainsmokers, and Supreme Boi.
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BTS GOES BY MANY DIFFERENT NAMES:

Bangtan Boys

Beyond the Scene

Bulletproof Boy Scouts

Bangtan Sonyeondan (방탄소년단) in Korean

Bōdan Shōnendan (防弾少年団) in Japanese
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Who is BTS?


	Jin: vocalist, visual, hyung

	RM: rapper, producer, leader

	Suga: rapper, producer, group dad

	J-Hope: rapper, dancer, aegyo

	Jimin: dancer, vocalist, chocolate abs

	V: vocalist, visual, 4D

	Jungkook: dancer, vocalist, maknae



 The boys’ playful, casual energy offstage can seem surprising to fans whose first exposure to the group is their emotional, hard-edged lyrics and tight dancing style.

[image: image]






BULLETPROOF BOY SCOUTS: THE STORY BEHIND THE NAME

The group went through a few possible names before coming up with BTS, like Big Kids (because their management company is “Big Hit”) and Young Nation. The name Bangtan translates to “bulletproof,” a symbol of their goal to block out the world’s bullets, standing tall and fighting for their beliefs no matter what kind of shade anyone throws at them. Sonyeondan translates to a group of boys or boy scouts.





“The meaning of ‘bangtan’ is to guard against something. So [our name] means that we will boldly defend our music and our value/worth.”

—J-Hope

The acronym BTS has evolved since the group’s debut, and the boys have expanded the meaning to Beyond the Scene in a nod to their connection with their fan base, ARMY.





THE LOGO

The band’s open-door logo represents young people who aren’t content with settling for their current reality, and are willing to open doors and go forward to achieve growth.









ARMY

An acronym for Adorable Representative MC for Youth, describing the army of fans devoted to spreading BTS’s music and message of love, acceptance, and fun.









Timeline


2010–11 Big Hit Entertainment holds auditions for the group that becomes BTS

December 17, 2012 BTS Twitter account launches

June 9, 2013 Member lineup officially announced

June 11, 2013 “No More Dream” music video released

June 12, 2013 First album, 2 Cool 4 Skool, released

September 2, 2013 BTS’s Rookie King variety show debuts

January 1, 2014 “Rookie of the Year” Golden Disc Award

February 12, 2014 “Boy In Luv” releases. The album Skool Luv Affair later reaches number 3 on the Billboard World Albums chart

March 29, 2014 BTS performs in front of three thousand fans at Global Official Fanclub ARMY First Muster concert in Seoul, South Korea

April 24, 2014 Makes Japanese debut with Wake Up

July 1–14, 2014 Stars in their first TV show, set in Los Angeles: American Hustle Life

September 9, 2014 Launches Hip Hop Monster webtoon series

January 23, 2015 Wins New Artist of the Year at Seoul Music Awards

February 10–19, 2015 First Japanese tour, “Wake Up: Open Your Eyes”

October 26, 2015 Becomes brand ambassadors for Puma

December 2, 2015 Wins Mnet Asian Music Award for Best World Performer

February 17, 2016 Wins Gaon Chart K-Pop Awards’ World K-Pop Star Award

FAST FACT:

    By September 2018, the “DNA” music video had more than 485 million views on YouTube and more than 1.5 million comments.
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2016 Wings hits number twenty-six on the Billboard 200—the highest K-pop album debut until 2018

October 9, 2016 “Blood Sweat & Tears” achieves all-kill, at number one on all eight Korean music charts: Melon, Mnet, Bugs, Olleh, Soribada, Genie, Naver, and Monkey3

November 19, 2016 Wins Melon Music Awards’ Daesang, Best Album of the Year

May 21, 2017 Wins Billboard Music Awards’ Top Social Artist Award, dethroning Justin Bieber, who had previously held the spot for six years running

November 1, 2017 Partners with Unicef to sponsor #ENDviolence and launches Love Myself

July 31, 2017 Wins Artist Award at the forty-fourth Korean Broadcasting Awards

September 5, 2017 Reaches eight million Twitter followers

September 16, 2017 Hits six million followers on their V Live channel

September 18, 2017 “DNA” becomes the first K-pop group single to hit the US iTunes top ten at number four

September 18, 2017 In its first twenty-four hours online, the “DNA” music video becomes eleventh most viewed video of all time

September 22, 2017 Hits the European charts in Sweden, Ireland, Italy, and Germany as well as the UK
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September 25, 2017 Becomes the first K-pop group to hit the Billboard Hot 100 with “DNA” at number eighty-five

September 26, 2017 Love Yourself: Her hits number one on the Billboard World Albums chart

November 12, 2017 BTS becomes the first Korean artist to reach ten million followers on Twitter and reaches eleven million one month later

November 19, 2017 Becomes the first K-pop group to perform at the American Music Awards

December 2, 2017 Takes home four group awards, and Suga is awarded the Hot Trend Award at the Melon Music Awards

January 11, 2018 Love Yourself: Her takes home the Bonsang and Daesang Golden Disc Awards and the Digital Bonsang for “Spring Day”





BONSANG VERSUS DAESANG

The Bonsang is a main award given to ten to twelve different artists, while a Daesang goes to one grand-prize winner.





February 14, 2018 You’ll Never Walk Alone wins Album of the Year for the first quarter while Love Yourself: Her wins for third quarter

February 25, 2018 BTS is awarded the Bonsang and Daesang Awards at the Seoul Music Awards

February 28, 2018 Is awarded the Musician of the Year honor at the Korean Music Awards

March 9, 2018 Wins a non-music-related award at the iF Design Awards for Brand Identity

March 11, 2018 BTS ARMY works round the clock to ensure BTS wins for Best Fan Army at the iHeartRadio Music Awards. BTS also wins for Best Boy Band.

FAST FACT:

Love Yourself: Her sold more than 1.2 million copies worldwide in less than one month.

FAST FACT:

Although they were invited, BTS was unable to attend the 2018 Winter Olympics in Seoul, South Korea, due to scheduling conflicts, but the BTS ARMY in the house went wild when “DNA” was played at the opening ceremonies.
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March 24, 2018 Kids across the USA vote BTS the Favorite Global Music Star at the Nickelodeon USA Kids’ Choice Awards

April 16, 2018 BTS hits another new height with a record-breaking six Soompi awards for Artist of the Year, Album of the Year, Song of the Year, Best Choreography (“DNA”), Fuse Music Video of the Year (“DNA”), and Best Collaboration. V also wins for Best Idol Actor.

April 27, 2018 Receives award for Outstanding Achievement in Music and the Hall of Stars Award, plus Best Fandom Worldwide at the Asian Awards

April 29, 2018 Named brand ambassadors for Coca-Cola at the 2018 Russia World Cup

May 18, 2018 Love Yourself: Tear released

June 2, 2018 Love Yourself: Tear becomes the first K-pop album to debut at number one on Billboard’s Top 200 album chart





BTS: Before the Scene


Bang Si-hyuk—the Man behind BTS

Bang Si-hyuk, known as Hitman Bang, is BTS’s creator and producer, and the founder and CEO of Big Hit Entertainment. His vision was to create a new kind of K-pop group based on substance as well as style.

The K-pop world is known for its churn-and-burn treatment of performers—finding raw talent and molding it through rigorous training, major plastic surgeries, and complete image reconstruction. These idols come and go like bubblegum pop stars from the 1980s in the US, shining brightly for a moment before burning out and fading into obscurity.

Bang had a different vision in mind when he set out to form BTS. His vision of “bulletproof boy scouts” would take raw talent and build on the members’ internal fire, motivation, and personalities, to create a group worth idolizing.
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Hitman Bang

Bang Si-hyuk had had a great deal of success in the Korean music world as a lyricist, composer, producer, and record executive well before Bangtan Sonyeondan hit the scene. Early in his career, he had partnered with Park Jin-young, the founder of JYP Entertainment, composing and arranging music while Jin-young wrote the lyrics.

Bang earned the nickname “Hitman” in the 1990s, as he and his partner created hit after hit with the groups they worked with. He left the partnership in 2005 to form Big Hit Entertainment, a new kind of entertainment company that would be more nurturing to its artists, provide more personalized attention, and let the trainees’ personalities and artistic style shine through—a big divergence from the success machines that churn out K-pop stars focused more on a perfectly crafted image than on a true identity. He selected the group members carefully, finding artists who had a deep and abiding internal motivation as well as raw talent.

The first iteration of the group was a rap duo that included RM (then called RapMon), but later evolved into a seven-person idol group, which caused some of the trainees to jump ship. The personnel changed a few times along the way, but the resulting lineup was the perfect mix of talent, drive, spirit, personality, and “worldwide handsome.”





Rooting for the Underdogs


Big Hit Entertainment was small potatoes compared to the corporate giants that dominate Korean mainstream media. That meant that there were no big corporate sponsors or PR machines to push the Bulletproof Boy Scouts out onto the scene. Instead, the small production company with a big heart supported their trainees fullon on their road to becoming idols.

Hard-core fans of BTS’s well-choreographed dance routines and easy, polished manner in front of the cameras may be surprised to find that their initial debut was far from smooth or professional.

Early criticism of the group was harsh. Critics felt the boys were portraying watered-down versions of American rap and hip-hop culture without truly knowing what they were paying homage to. And in a sense, they were right. For all of their immersion in the music and dancing, most of the boys had never been on a plane or outside of the country, not to mention experienced true American culture. Suga and RM also faced backlash from the underground rap world they used to be a part of. Their former colleagues accused them of selling out, and criticism from their peers hit these adolescents hard, just as they were beginning to find their places in the music world.

“The boys just came up from the countryside. I didn’t expect they would become famous on a worldwide scale.”

—Bang Si-hyuk on BTS and the future of K-pop
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But instead of letting the criticism get them down, Hitman Bang packed the boys up and sent them to Los Angeles, California, to experience the true nature of American street culture and music. Mentored by icons in dance, rap, and American music, the boys received a crash course in culture. The two-week experience became a hit reality show, American Hustle Life. It was so popular that fans waited impatiently, messaging each other about what would happen next, eager for the weekly episodes of a series that began with earnest, wide-eyed wonder and ended with newfound comfort and confidence.

After that, the group quickly skyrocketed to success, surprising even Hitman Bang.
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