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			Preface

			There is a great burden and zeal I’ve been given to continue to address Biblical conversion, regeneration, and to defend and proclaim the saving gospel. This is the fifth book written to address sacramentalism in Christianity and the many false teachings on regeneration and conversion. This book is similar in nature to The Apostle Paul’s Theology on Conversion and Condemnation of Sacramental Conversion and The Gospel Call and Conversion Theology of James – a Condemnation of Sacramental Conversion and Salvation where we will look at Biblical conversion and regeneration but through the witness and testimony of the apostle Peter.

			The Apostle Peter is proof texted and caricatured as teaching sacramental conversion and salvation in sacramental churches (1 Peter 3:21, Acts 2:38). However, sacramental conversion and salvation was the furthest thing from Peter’s theological understanding of true conversion. When Peter is proof texted as one who would teach salvation by sacraments, there is an absolute lack of Biblical consideration of the ritualistic and ceremonial environment that Peter was immersed in. It is troublesome to see how Peter’s letters, teaching, and messages in Scripture are twisted in such a way that portray this apostle as teaching sacramental conversion and salvation. In this book, it will be demonstrated that Peter would have put no hope for salvation in circumcision or covenant signs, ceremonial and external washings, law keeping, or any of the like. Rather, Peter understood conversion being repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

			This is the fifth book I’ve written on this topic. These books have been written to demonstrate that Jesus, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, John the Baptist, James, Peter, Paul, and the rest of the Bible speak in one voice. A sinful man is reconciled to holy God through the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ who calls all men everywhere to repentance toward God and faith in Him.

			This book is also written to bring awareness of churches that teach sacramental conversion, and thus, give a false gospel and false assurance of one’s salvation. In the books I have written, I’ve always attempted to replace false doctrine with true doctrine, to explain true regeneration which would expose baptismal regeneration as false, to explain the true gospel which would expose a false gospel, and to explain true conversion which would expose false conversion through sacraments and rituals. In this fifth book, I am seeking once again to explain true conversion through the testimony and witness of Peter and expose the false teaching that conversion and salvation can occur through sacraments, ceremonies, and rituals. A vast majority of churches in the world teach sacramental conversion which leads to massive amounts of false conversions in churches. To sit back and say nothing would be cowardly, disobedient, lazy, inexcusable, and sinful. Love delights in the truth. Adrian Rogers has said this regarding the truth:

			“It is better to be divided by truth than to be united by error. It is better to speak the truth that hurts and then heals, than to speak falsehood that comforts but then kills. It is not love and it is not friendship if we fail to declare the whole counsel of God. It is better to be hated for telling the truth than to be loved for telling a lie. It is better to stand alone with the truth than to be wrong with the multitude.”

			Below is a list of churches that teach sacramental conversion. Saturate these churches with your absence:

			
					Eastern Orthodox Church

					Oriental Orthodox Church

					Greek Orthodox Church

					Assyrian Orthodox Church

					Lutheran Church

					Anglican Church denominations

					United Methodist Churches

					United Church of Christ

					Many more churches 

			

			We will see that Peter warns of false teachers who enter the church, give false gospels, and bring destruction upon themselves and their listeners. Peter’s description of these false teaching heretics is astonishing. We’ll see that there is not one ounce of grace that Peter gives to false teachers. While it is true that false teachers need to be rescued, the language and utter disdain that Peter uses is inescapable. Peter describes false teachers as false prophets (2 Peter 2:1), bold (2 Peter 2:10), self-willed (2 Peter 2:10), irrational creatures (2 Peter 2:12), blasphemous (2 Peter 2:2, 10), ignorant (2 Peter 3:16), defiled (2 Peter 2:10), deceptive (2 Peter 2:13), covetous (2 Peter 2:3), accursed (2 Peter 2:14), un-submissive (2 Peter 2:1), Lordship scorning (2 Peter 2:10), unrepentant (2 Peter 2:21-22), unceasing from sin (2 Peter 2:14), adulterous (2 Peter 2:14), right way forsaking (2 Peter 2:15), waterless springs (2 Peter 2:17), hell bound (2 Peter 2:17), slaves of corruption (2 Peter 2:19), Scripture twisting (2 Peter 3:16), unestablished (2 Peter 3:16), vomit eating (2 Peter 2:22), excrement wallowing (2 Peter 2:22), and only good when dead creatures who will be eternally destroyed and condemned (2 Peter 2:1, 3, 9, 12).

			Lastly, this book is written for the glory of God. The Lord decided and determined to save an adulterous, sexually immoral, loathsome, and selfish sinner such as me. Instead of allowing me to commit suicide, I was given salvation. Rather than continuing on in adultery, I was adopted. Rather than continuing on in pornography, I was pardoned for my transgressions. Rather than continuing on in manipulation, I was monergistically saved. To Him who is the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
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			Chapter 1

			Peter’s Pre-Conversion Life – Learning from John the Baptist

			Acts 10:37 – You yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed.

			If we are to understand Peter’s theology on conversion, it is imperative that we must seek to understand the gospel. If one is wrong about the gospel, they will be wrong on many other biblical doctrines. If one is wrong about the gospel, they will inevitably misinterpret Scripture. If one is wrong about the gospel, they will be wrong about salvation. If one is wrong about the gospel, they will likely have some error on the person and work of Jesus. If one is wrong about the gospel, they will be wrong about the subjective response of repentance and faith to the objective Biblical facts of the person and work of Jesus. 

			To understand the gospel will help us understand Peter’s theology on conversion. For example, what did Peter believe about the bad news of sin, death, and hell? What did Peter believe and understand about sin? What did Peter understand about God’s judgment against sin? What did Peter understand about the punishment for sin against God? What did Peter understand about hell? 

			When it comes to the person of Jesus of Nazareth, what did Peter believe about the person of Jesus? Did Peter believe that Jesus was both God and man? Did Peter believe Jesus was a created being? Did Peter believe that Jesus was the Son of God? Did Peter believe that Jesus was the Son of Man? Did Peter believe Jesus was Lord? Did Peter believe Jesus was the Christ? Did Peter believe that Jesus was the Prophet that was foretold in Deuteronomy? Did Peter believe that Jesus was the King of Israel? Did Peter believe that Jesus was the Creator and Sustainer of the world? 

			When it comes to the work of Jesus of Nazareth, what did Peter believe about the work of Jesus? Did Peter believe that Jesus was the Savior of the world? Did Peter believe that Jesus Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world? Did Peter believe that Jesus was the one who would baptize with the Holy Spirit (salvation) and fire (judgment)? Did Peter believe that Jesus was a substitutionary atonement for sin? Did Peter believe that Jesus was sinless or sinful? Did Peter believe that Jesus’ miracles provided attestation to His teachings and claims? Did Peter believe that Jesus died? Did Peter believe that Jesus rose from the dead? Did Peter believe that Jesus ascended into heaven? Did Peter believe that Christ would come again and save all true believers while condemning unrepentant men?

			When it comes to salvation, what did Peter believe? Did Peter believe that one needed to repent and turn towards Christ? Did Peter believe John the Baptist’s message of bearing fruits of repentance? Did Peter believe that one needed to put their faith in Jesus? Did Peter believe that ceremonial and ritual washing or baptism with water gave salvation? Did Peter believe that circumcision gave salvation? Did Peter believe that keeping the Sabbath laws of the Pharisees gave salvation? Did Peter believe that burnt offerings or any offerings under the Levitical system gave salvation? Did Peter believe that law keeping or law observance gave salvation?

			To understand Peter’s theology on conversion, or rather, repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, it will be most beneficial to follow a chronological sequence  with John the Baptist. We will use the timeline found in the Harmony of the Gospels (1) as we trace Peter’s life to understand what Peter comprehended about the gospel and we will follow this timeline through to the book of Acts. By following this timeline, we will see many things such as Peter’s first appearance in the gospels, the preaching of John the Baptist that he was exposed to, the teaching and works of Jesus, Peter’s sermons, and Peter’s statement at the Jerusalem Council. However, before we get started looking at Peter’s pre-conversion life, it would be advantageous to become grounded on the bad news of sin and hell as well as the gospel. If we’re familiar with the bad news of sin and hell as well as the gospel, we’ll be able to identify these elements as we work our way through this book. 

			The Bad News of Sin and Hell

			Man has sinned which is breaking God’s law by either not doing what God’s law demands (James 4:17) or doing what God’s law prohibits (James 2:10) by any thought (Matthew 5:28), word (Matthew 5:22), deed (Matthew 5:39), or intent (Matthew 6:1) which God hates (Psalm 5:5, 11:5), abhors (Psalm 5:6), is angered with (Psalm 7:11), is ready to destroy and punish (Psalm 7:12-13), which is being at warfare with Him (James 4:4), which God considers an abomination (Proverbs 22:12), and which God considers evil (Psalm 7:9). Because God hates sin, He must deal with sin according to who He is. Because God is infinite (1 Timothy 1:17), loving (Psalm 136, 1 John 4:17), just (Genesis 18:25, Deuteronomy 32:4, Job 34:10, Jeremiah 17:10, Ezekiel 18:1–32), good (Psalm 25:8, Mark 10:18), faithful (Lamentations 3:22–23), omniscient (Psalm 147:5, Hebrews 4:13), immutable (James 1:17, Numbers 23:19), omnipresent (Jeremiah 23:23–24), and holy (Isaiah 44:6, 45:5), He must punish sin. For God to leave sin unpunished would violate and act in opposition to His character.

			The punishment for sin is hell which is a place of God’s full wrath and is a place of blackest darkness (Jude 13, Matthew 22:13), filled with furious and concentrated fire everywhere (Matthew 5:22, 5:29, 13:42, 13:50), where there is weeping and anger against God for the unrepentant Christ-rejecting (Matthew 11:20-24) and Christ-neglecting sinners (Hebrews 2:1-3) where they will spend all eternity paying for every sin they’ve ever committed (Revelation 20:12) with no hope of escape (Luke 16:26), and only the expectation of excruciating torments to their body, soul, and spirit (Matthew 10:28) and an undying conscience that will haunt them day and night, forever and ever, with no reprieve (Luke 16:25). 

			The Gospel

			The gospel is the good news of salvation that God has authored and owns (Romans 1:1). God had promised this plan of salvation through His prophets and Holy Scripture and has fully revealed the good news of salvation through Scripture (Romans 1:2) which is the authoritative, inspired, inerrant, infallible, and all-sufficient Word of God (2 Peter 1:20-21, 2 Timothy 3:16-17). The good news concerns the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Jewish Messiah and Son of the Living God (Matthew 16:16, Romans 1:1-4). Jesus is God and He is coequal and coeternal with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit (John 5:17-18, 10:30, 10:38, 14:10). Jesus is the eternal, only begotten, one-of-a-kind, Son of God (John 3:16). Jesus is the Anointed One of God (Luke 4:18-19). Jesus is the Savior of the world (Luke 2:11). Jesus is the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe (John 1:1-14). Jesus is the King of Israel (John 1:49). Jesus is the Son of David (Matthew 1:1-16, Luke 3:23-38). Jesus was born of a virgin (Matthew 1:23, Galatians 4:4). Jesus was the Word made flesh (John 1:14). Jesus was physically born into this world as a man (Matthew 1:25). Jesus is thus truly God and truly man (Philippians 2:5-11).

			The work of Jesus is that Jesus lived a sinless life (Matthew 26:59-60, 1 Corinthians 5:21) and fulfilled all righteousness found in the law and prophets (Matthew 5:17-20, Luke 24:44-46). He declared Himself to be the Christ (Matthew 16:16), the only begotten Son of the Living God through His teaching (John 3:16, Matthew 22:41-46), which was attested to by His miracles and display of divine power (John 10:37-38). Jesus offered himself as a spotless and blameless sacrifice for sin (John 1:29, 1 Peter 1:19) to propitiate the righteous anger of God by taking all the sins of God’s people (John 10:11, Romans 3:25, Isaiah 53, 1 Peter 2:24) and, thus, the full wrath of God that was due to man (Matthew 26:39, 27:45-46, Luke 22:44). His sacrifice propitiated the righteous anger of God and reconciled (Romans 5:10-11) and brought peace from man to God and God to man (Matthew 27:51-53, John 19:30, Romans 5:1, 1 Peter 2:25). His substitutionary sacrifice and death also redeemed sinful man to Holy God by forgiving man’s sin (Hebrews 8:12, Ephesians 1:7) and imputing Christ’s righteousness to man (1 Corinthians 5:21, Isaiah 53:1-12, Romans 4:3-5). Jesus was resurrected from the dead on the third day by His own power (John 10:18), by God the Father (Galatians 1:1) and God the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:11), which affirmed His person, His teachings, and salvific work for sinners (Romans 4:25). He ascended to the right hand of the Father (Luke 24:51) and is empowered with all authority to bring about the plan of salvation for all His people (Matthew 28:18) by causing them to be born again (John 3:1- 10) and justified by His grace (John 3:16, 3:18, 3:36). He will also return to bring all His own to heaven with Him (John 6:37- 40, 14:1-3) to be glorified (John 17:24) while also judging and condemning Satan, demons, and sinful man to hell (Matthew 25:31-46, Revelation 20:7-15).

			The benefits of the person and work of Christ are available to those who respond to the gospel call of repentance towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Mark 1:15, Acts 20:21). Repentance is a gift from God and radical change in mind (Acts 5:31, 11:18, 2 Timothy 2:25) where the sinner understands his sin against God and is thus, poor in spirit (Matthew 5:3, Luke 18:9-14), has godly sorrow and mourns over his sin against God (Matthew 5:4, 2 Corinthians 7:10), and turns away from his sin and sinful former way of life (Ephesians 4:22) and toward God for righteousness and salvation (Matthew 5:5-6, Luke 3:3-17, Acts 17:30, 20:21, 1 Thessalonians 1:9). Saving faith is a gift from God (Ephesians 2:8-9) where a sinner has knowledge of Jesus’ person and work where a sinner will respond to Christ’s person and work by denying themselves (Matthew 16:24, Mark 8:34, Luke 9:23), picking up their cross (Matthew 10:38, 16:24, Mark 8:34, Luke 9:23), and lovingly (Luke 14:26-27, James 4:7) and obediently (2 Thessalonians 1:8, Romans 1:5) submitting (James 4:6, Matthew 11:28) and committing their life to Jesus (Matthew 10:37-39, 16:24-26, Mark 8:34-37, Luke 9:23-26, 14:25-33) and trusting in Him only for salvation (Romans 10:13, John 3:16, John 3:36, Acts 4:12). Thus, conversion is the turning away from sin in repentance and to the Lord Jesus Christ in faith for salvation (Acts 20:21, 1 Thessalonians 1:9, Ephesians 4:22-24, Colossians 3:9-10, Mark 1:15).

			Now that we’ve gained a brief understanding of the bad news of sin, hell, the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, the work of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the response of the sinner to the person and work of Jesus Christ, let’s get started.

			John the Baptist Preaches a Baptism of Repentance for the Forgiveness of Sins and Testimony of Christ - Luke 3:3-17

			John the Baptist had an extraordinary ministry. John the Baptist was the son of a priest named Zechariah who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah. John’s mother was Elizabeth, who was also a descendant of Aaron. Elizabeth was related to Mary, the mother of Jesus, so John the Baptist would have also been related to Jesus. John was the forerunner to Jesus and had the ministry of getting the nation of Israel ready for the Messiah and preparing the way of the Lord. John’s ministry was to bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God and to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord (Luke 1:17). John was to go before the Lord in the spirit and power of Elijah, which means he would be known for being bold and uncompromising in his stand for the Word of God (Luke 1:17). In this section, we will seek to understand John the Baptist’s message of repentance and testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ. We’ll see that Peter would have been well aware of John the Baptist’s message as Peter’s brother, Andrew, was a disciple of John the Baptist. We also see Peter make this comment to Cornelius about how widespread John the Baptist’s message was in Acts 10:37-38, “you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power.” We will look at Luke 3:3-17 to understand John the Baptist’s baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, Jesus’ baptism with John in Matthew 3:13-17, John’s testimony of Jesus in John 1:29-34, and Andrew, John the Baptist’s disciple, introducing Peter to Jesus (John 1:35-42). 

			Luke 3:3 – He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

			John’s ministry was one of confrontation with the nation of Israel. It was not only a call to national repentance, but also a call to personal repentance. In ancient times, the herald would go before a king and announce the king’s message. The herald would come with the king’s message and whether it was an order for the nation’s surrender or an edict from the king, the messenger would go throughout the towns and villages and announce the king’s message. The herald would not be quiet. The herald would bring forth the message with conviction and all authority of the king. The herald would neither dare to misrepresent the king’s message, add to the king’s message, leave anything out from the king’s message, nor would the herald quietly announce the message. In fact, in ancient times, the herald was to announce the message with a gravity and authority that required the listeners to obey. The herald was not to enter negotiations. The herald was to learn the message and speak the message with the force and conviction of the king himself. The herald would boldly, loudly, and clearly articulate the message of the king to all people with conviction. John the Baptist was no different. His job was to boldly, loudly, and clearly articulate the message with the conviction of the Lord to repent and be baptized. His message was not just a mere change of mind, but a call to prepare one’s heart and life to turn away from sin and toward the Messiah. The original word for repentance comes from metanoeo which means “to change one’s mind” or “a change of mind.” Repentance is certainly a change of mind, but when this change of mind occurs, it is radical. When this change of mind occurs or when there is true repentance, the person realizes they’ve been wrong about sin. This change of mind leads one to realize they have been wrong about God, wrong about one’s salvation, wrong about one’s sin, wrong about one’s standing before God, wrong about Jesus, wrong about one’s worldview, and much more. This change of mind causes one to see their spiritual bankruptcy before a holy God (Matthew 5:3). This change of mind causes one to mourn over their sin against God (Matthew 5:4). This change of mind causes a person to be meek and submissive unto the Lord (Matthew 5:5). This change of mind causes a person to turn to Christ and hunger and thirst for the righteousness they don’t possess (Matthew 5:6). This change of mind causes one to see the heinousness of one’s sins, confess one’s sins before God, and turn from one’s sinful manner and walk of life to Christ (Ephesians 4:22-24). This change of mind causes one to see sin as enormous. This change of mind causes one to see the Biblical Christ as preeminently lovely and worthy above all else. This changing of the mind is not mere intellectual assent, but it also impacts the emotional affections and the volitional will of man. Repentance is not some built up effort performed by man. May it never be! Repentance that leads to life is a gracious and merciful gift which is granted by God (Acts 11:18, 2 Timothy 2:25). His job was to proclaim that all of Israel needed to repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins. He did not enter negotiations with anyone. He did not change the King’s message. He was not a reed swayed by the wind, meaning that he was not a weak man with no convictions (Matthew 11:7). He was a herald and preacher of repentance. The next question that arises is what did this baptism of repentance represent?

			There were several ceremonial washings in the Old Testament. However, there was a specific meaning behind John’s baptism that would have been especially offensive. Under the old covenant, there was a ceremonial ablution or washing for Gentiles who would convert to Judaism. This ceremonial washing of proselytes was considered purification from heathenism and an initiation or consecration of the convert before his admission to the people of God. Since a Gentile had lived in what was considered heathen pollution and was also considered a heathen and impure, the Gentile would be required to complete a purification process to fully become an Israelite. It was, thus, required of every Gentile to submit to the rite of purification from heathen pollution by immersion. The Babylonian Talmud says that, concerning proselytes, “one is not to be regarded as a proselyte until he has been circumcised and undergone immersion, and as long as he has not undergone immersion, he is still a non-Jew.” This was a part of rabbinic regulations for ceremonial purifications and required three witnesses. The candidate, if a male, was first circumcised and when the wound had healed, he was taken to the bath. While he stood in the water, the rabbis once more recited to him some of the great and lesser commandments. The convert would then make a complete immersion and stepped forth as a fully privileged Israelite. In addition to this, the proselyte would be asked questions such as, “What makes thee desire to become a proselyte?” and, if the proselyte would answer, “I am not worthy to give my neck to the yoke of Him who spoke the word and the world came into existence,” they would immediately accept him and move forward with the baptism while also reciting commandments.

			John’s baptism of repentance was a proselyte baptism of repentance for Israel. In other words, John was proclaiming to them with full gravity and conviction that they were not ready for the Messiah. John was telling them that they needed to see themselves as Gentiles. John was telling them that they needed to see themselves as unrighteous as tax collectors, prostitutes, swindlers, whoremongers, fornicators, and outright sinners. John was telling them that their circumcision meant nothing in terms of salvation. John was telling them that their ancestry meant nothing in terms of salvation. John was telling them that their religious rituals meant nothing in terms of salvation. John was telling them that their good works meant nothing in terms of salvation. John was telling them that they were not ready for the Messiah and, if they wanted to receive forgiveness of sins that could be offered by the Messiah, they would need to consider themselves as Gentiles. John was telling them that if they wanted forgiveness of sins as offered by the Messiah, they should consider themselves outside of God’s covenant people, that they should consider themselves cut off from God, that they should consider themselves ceremonially unclean to accept the Messiah, that they should consider themselves as equals with the Gentile pagan, and that they should consider themselves unrighteous and damned. This was the meaning of John’s baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

			It would have been an extreme shock to the Jews who thought they were the covenant people and were righteous. This message would have turned their world upside down as John not only commanded all of Israel to repent and identify as a Gentile, even the religious leaders and teachers of Judaism were called to this very same repentance. No one in the nation of Israel was excluded from the command to be baptized, repent, identify as a Gentile, confess their sins, and throw themselves at the mercy of the Messiah. This was an extreme message for the Jews to prepare for the Messiah’s coming and it was a radical call to turn not only nationally, but also personally, to the Messiah. Isaiah 1:5–6 captures the state of where Israel was just prior to the Messiah’s coming where it says, “Why should you be beaten anymore? Why do you persist in rebellion? Your whole head is injured, your whole heart afflicted. From the sole of your foot to the top of your head there is no soundness—only wounds and welts and open sores, not cleansed or bandaged or soothed with olive oil.” John proclaimed this very same message to the Jews. They were unsound from the top of their head to the sole of their foot.

			Luke 3:4–6—As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. And all people will see God’s salvation.’”

			John the Baptist has just quoted from Isaiah 40. Although the message and baptism of repentance would have been shocking and offensive as it called for a radical spiritual repentance, John was also citing a promise from Isaiah where God comforts His people. In Isaiah 40, God announces comfort for His people (v. 1), God has said that Jerusalem’s penalty has been paid for twice over (v. 2), God promises to tend to His flock like a shepherd (v. 11), God declares His sovereignty and power (v. 15–25), and promises hope for those who trust in Him (v. 29–31). John is preparing Israel to receive their Messiah and he begins to explain repentance through Isaiah 40:3–5. 

			John’s theology of repentance according to Isaiah starts with, “Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.” John is not calling for a massive demolition and construction of a physical path or road. No, his ministry was to prepare the hearts of the people (Luke 1:17). Therefore, in this short little sentence John is saying that any obstacles that would deter the people from accepting the Messiah must be put away. John is saying that every person needs to clean out their spiritual closet. He is saying that everyone in Israel needs to get rid of their apathy, get rid of their pride, get rid of their distractions, get rid of false religion, get rid of other priorities that interfere with God, get rid of self-reliance, get rid of hypocrisy, get rid of self-will, and get rid of anything that is going to prevent them from accepting the Messiah.

			He goes on to state that the crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. Once again, John wasn’t calling for a road construction project. John was calling for a total self-evaluation. In verse 5, he said, “Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low.” When John said that “every valley shall be filled in,” he was stating that every sin shall be brought up and openly confessed. Take your sins and confess them and do not hold anything back. All the debase sins that you cherish shall be raised up and elevated so that you may be brought low and humbled to receive the Messiah. Notice that he says “every.” This was a radical repentance. He was saying that the sins that the people knew about in their lives needed to be confessed and rejected. He was saying that all the hidden sins in the valley of one’s heart needed to be exposed. Likewise, John said that “every mountain and hill needed to be brought low.” He’s stating that every righteous act and that every self-exalting accomplishment must be brought low. There was no room for confidence in circumcision. There was no room for confidence in ceremonial washing. There was no room for confidence in Sabbath observance-keeping. He’s saying that your sins must be elevated, all your good deeds and religious accomplishments brought low, and every other obstacle in your life must be dealt with and removed. There was no room for religious exaltation, only room for soul-searching repentance and humility and a heart readiness to accept the Messiah as Lord and Savior.

			Luke 3:7–8—John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You, brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham.”

			So, as John is performing his ministry of preparing the nation of Israel for the Messiah, he is also confronting people that do not have true repentance. Here, he calls them “a brood of vipers.” Notice that he doesn’t call them “Abraham’s descendants.” He doesn’t call them “children of God.” He doesn’t call them “sons of Israel.” No, he calls them a “brood of vipers.” He is calling them “children of serpents.” In Matthew’s account, he is speaking specifically with Sadducees and Pharisees, but, in Luke’s account, Luke makes no distinction and includes the crowds. He is not calling them “covenant people of God,” but “children of the devil.” He is warning Israel of divine wrath and judgment. The people of Israel would have noticed this. They would have known of the serpent in Genesis 3. They would have known that John was telling them they were still under divine wrath and judgment. Notice too that he tells this to the religious Israelites. Israel should have known better that entrance into the kingdom was not a group affair but an individual entrance into the kingdom. They would have known Psalm 1:1–2, “Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of scoffers, but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on His law day and night.” They would have known that this should have been an individual repentance and not just another ritual.

			Notice as well that he says, “Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?” This wrath isn’t the wrath of the devil or the wrath of demons or the wrath of men. No, true repentance is an understanding that one is fleeing from the wrath and judgment of God. In other words, John is saying, “So you heard that there was a baptism of repentance and now you’re looking to go through a ceremonial rite or ritual to escape God’s wrath. Don’t do that! Don’t think that divine judgment will not fall on you just because you’ve been baptized. Don’t presume that the Jordan River will make you right with God.” John further goes on to refine what repentance should look like when he says, “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” The word worthy comes from axios and it means “to weigh in keeping with how something weighs in on God’s balance-scale of truth.” In other words, John is telling them that this ritual means nothing, but what means everything is the heart preparation as it relates to repentance. If the people of Israel do see their offense toward God, have intellectual knowledge of their sins, understand they have no merit before God, mourn over their status before God, and humble themselves to receive the Messiah, they should bring forth fruit that God finds worthy of repentance. If there is no fruit of repentance, there was never a root of true repentance, but rather, a false repentance and dead ritual. John’s call for repentance doesn’t only apply to the people of Israel, but also applies to all people today. God commands all men everywhere to repent (Acts 17:30).

			John was very concerned about false repentance. John knew how wicked the heart was and how man would want the easy road. John knew that not everyone who came to be baptized for repentance would bear fruits of repentance. John was preparing the people for the Messiah and was trying to warn them of a repentance that bore no true fruit. A repentance that bears no fruit is a dead repentance. A repentance that doesn’t elevate the sins is a dead repentance. A repentance that doesn’t bring one’s pride and righteous accomplishments down low is a dead repentance. A repentance that does no soul searching to remove spiritual obstacles from the heart is a dead repentance.

			John’s theology on man’s heart would have surely been solid. Surely, John would have known that the heart of a man in its natural state was desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9), perverse (Proverbs 11:20), evil (Genesis 6:5), full of madness (Ecclesiastes 9:3), unwashed (Jeremiah 4:14), deceitful and deceived (Jeremiah 17:9), disloyal (Psalm 78:37), straying (Proverbs 7:25), impenitent (Deuteronomy 10:16), unbelieving (Hebrews 3:12), hard (Zechariah 7:12), proud (Proverbs 16:5), covetous (Jeremiah 22:17), murderous (Jeremiah 22:17), foolish (Proverbs 14:1), idolatrous (Ezekiel 14:3), rebellious (Jeremiah 5:23), stubborn (Jeremiah 18:12), and dull (Isaiah 6:10). The job of John was to shock the Jews out of cardiac arrest and bring about a true heart repentance.

			In verse 8, he says, “And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham.” John is making quite a statement here. He knows that the Jews are inclined to say they are the covenant children of God based on their national heritage. He knows that they are going to say they are circumcised and have the covenant sign. He knows that they are going to say they have the law of Moses, the Levitical system, and more. However, John is telling them not to presume you are righteous just because of your affiliation. Don’t presume that because you’re a born Israelite that you have right standing with God. Don’t presume to say that because you’re a priest and have been circumcised in the flesh that you are eternally blessed by God.

			Likewise, John’s message bears weight today. Today’s message to the church would be to say, “Don’t presume because you’ve had a Christian baptism that you possess eternal life. Don’t presume because you’ve made a profession of faith that you have eternal life or the Son. Don’t presume because you’ve gone through confirmation that you have saving faith. Don’t presume that because you’re a part of a church that teaches biblical and orthodox doctrine that you are in the kingdom of God. No. Rather, you “need to produce fruit worthy of repentance.”

			Additionally, in verse 8, he says God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Once again, this was a hard and demeaning message. He has just gotten done calling them snakes and now he is saying that their position is no better than dirt. John is not calling them God’s covenant people. He is saying that God can raise up dirt from the ground to be sons of Abraham. No doubt that this would have been incredibly offensive to the nation of Israel, but John’s message of repentance was radical and demanded the people’s heart be prepared for the Messiah.

			Luke 3:9—The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

			John is exhorting the Israelites to earnestly repent, but there is another element to repentance. Notice that John says, “The ax is already at the root of the trees.” He is speaking of the urgency of needing to repent. The Israelites would have known what it meant for the ax to be at the root of the tree. This means that the one who is chopping down the tree only has one more swing of the ax before the tree falls. His ax has chopped away the bark and made it through the pulp and now there’s only one more swing that will complete the fall of the tree. John was speaking of the urgency to repent. Not only had he clarified the nature of repentance, but now he was emphasizing the urgency of repentance. Don’t wait one more day. Don’t put this off. As John had referenced Isaiah 40, surely the people would have also remembered Isaiah 40:6–8, “All people are like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the people are grass. The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.” Surely, they would have known that time was of the essence in repentance. Jesus had also emphasized the point of urgently repenting when, in Luke 13:6–9, He gives a parable of a fig tree that has been given care for three years but has shown no fruit. While the man who was growing the fig tree was patient for three years, He gave it one more year to bear fruit otherwise He would cut it down. So, it is today that we must exhort men to repent. We can ascend no higher than John. We have no better message than what John, Jesus, or the apostles said. All men must repent and bear fruit worthy of repentance for their time on earth is short.

			The next point John brings up is that a man that bears no fruit of repentance is not saved. The man that says he believes but produces no good fruit of repentance is an unbeliever and is unsaved. The condition of a man who bears no fruit of repentance is evidence that the man was never regenerated. It is evidence that this man never had saving faith. The end of this man is an eternal punishment of fire in hell. Let’s also stop and pause to note that John says “every” tree that does not produce good fruit is cut down. There is no exception to this. Either a man bears fruits of repentance or he doesn’t.

			We also see that this fire is an unquenchable fire. In verse 17, He says that His winnowing fork is in His hand to clear His threshing floor and to gather the wheat into His barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. Once again, John is saying that time is of the essence. The farmer is separating the wheat and the chaff. The wheat has already been harvested. It is no longer growing season, but it is now a time of separation. The wheat is brought into the barn, which refers to believers, but the chaff, which represents unbelievers, is burned up with unquenchable fire. In those days, the people would have known what John was talking about with “burning the chaff with unquenchable fire.” They lived in an agricultural community. The people would have known that when you burn chaff the fire will eventually subside as it runs out of substrate and is quenched. However, John’s theology on hell and eternal punishment lines right up with Jesus’ theology on hell. Note that John says that the chaff will be burned up with unquenchable fire, which means that the fires of hell go on for all eternity. This is a fire that never diminishes, but rather, burns as a raging furnace. This was a fire that would not go out once it had consumed the chaff. No, this fire would persist forever. This fire would not go out. The fire would never be quenched. The chaff would never stop burning. A man that bears no fruit of repentance is on his way to an unquenchable fire that will never go out. Let us etch this in our minds that the Gospel contains many elements, but it must always include divine wrath, divine judgment, and repentance.

			Often, we are too quick to say, “Put your faith in Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” Let us learn from John that although the Gospel also includes an explanation of the person and work of Christ as well as the subjective elements of human response (i.e., faith), a faithful gospel preacher never leaves out divine wrath, divine judgment, and repentance as he warns men and calls them to the Lord Jesus Christ.

			Luke 3:10–11— “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.”

			John continues to expound on his theology of repentance. Notice that John notes what true repentance will look like on the horizontal level or, rather, toward man. True repentance will love your neighbor as yourself. John would certainly have in mind Leviticus 19:18, “Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among our people but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.” John is saying that true repentance will show itself in loving your neighbor and meeting your neighbor’s needs. He explains that there is not only a negative side to repentance, which is turning away from sin, but also a positive side to repentance, which is turning to righteousness that shows itself in acts of love that the LORD commands. Likewise, the half-brother of Jesus, James, describes a faith that saves and a faith that does not save. James describes a faith that has no care of meeting a neighbor’s needs and concludes that a faith that cares nothing for his neighbor and cannot meet his neighbor’s essential needs is a dead faith (James 2:14–17).

			Also, notice in verse 10 that the crowd says, “What should we do then?” Perhaps this was an honest question. Perhaps the crowd was indeed earnest to know what they needed to do. However, one ominous note here is that they needed to ask what to do rather than being deeply convicted. Perhaps they were asking out of deep conviction, but perhaps they really had no conviction at all and were blind to their sins. The main point is that if your sins are brought up to you, confess them, ask for forgiveness, ask for God’s help to deliver you from the sin, and repent.

			Luke 3:12–14—Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”

			Here, John is expounding even more on true repentance. Here, John tells the tax collectors to be honest in their work and stop stealing. He tells soldiers not to steal and slander. John is talking about the negative side of repentance, which is the aspect of turning from sin. This is further highlighting Leviticus 19:18, which calls us to love our neighbor as ourselves. If we keep this command, we will not only positively love them by doing good to them, but we will also react in a negative sense where we will stop sinning against our neighbor. Not only this but look at the flow of John’s theology of repentance. He first explains that there is divine judgment and wrath coming in verses 7–9, which could be considered a vertical repentance toward God, but then also talks about a horizontal aspect of repentance toward men. This is how we must present repentance to all men. We must warn men of the wrath of God that is coming. We must warn men that they must turn from their sin and turn to Christ in faith for salvation. We must also explain that all men must turn from their personal sin against God, but also sinning against man. John’s theology on baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins was thorough and complete.

			Luke 3:15–17—The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

			As we mentioned earlier, John is saying that the time of tilling, planting, growing, and harvesting is already done. The farmer has the wheat on his threshing floor. The farmer is throwing the wheat and chaff in the air to separate the two components. The chaff, which is lighter, will blow away and the wheat will fall in the same place. The separation is already occurring. Although there is debate over what baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire means, it is helpful to understand this verse in context. In context, to be baptized with the Holy Spirit indicates that this baptism ultimately ends in salvation and would refer to the wheat that is brought into the barn. On the other hand, the baptism of fire should be tied to the chaff as the chaff is ultimately burned up with fire, thus baptism of fire. In other words, you are either baptized with the Holy Spirit and saved or baptized with fire and judged unto condemnation. Only Jesus can baptize with the Holy Spirit and save man and He alone can judge men and send them to hell. Thus, true repentance turns away from sin and toward Jesus in faith. 

			We should also see that John the Baptist was continually telling the people that he could only baptize with water, that he was not the Messiah, and only the Messiah could baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. The New Testament gives witness from Matthew (Matthew 3:11), Mark (Mark 1:8), Luke (Luke 3:16), the apostle John (John 1:31-33), John the Baptist (John 1:31-33), Jesus (Matthew 3:11–12; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16, 24:49; John 1:31–33, 7:38–39, 14:15–17, 14:26, 15:26, 16:7; Acts 1:4–5, 2:17–18, 10:44–48, 11:16), Peter (Acts 2:17–18, 10:44–48, 11:16), and Paul (1 Corinthians 12:13, Titus 3:5-6) that man only baptizes with water, but Christ is the only one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. John was very careful to point away from himself as the Messiah and toward Jesus who was the Messiah (John 1:29). We won’t have time to fully develop the understanding of the definition of the Holy Spirit so, in lieu of this, a definition of baptism with the Holy Spirit could be understood as follows: The baptism with the Holy Spirit is the sovereign monergistic work of salvation performed by God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is given from the Father to the Son (John 14:16, 15:26; Luke 11:13) and the Son pours out or gives the Holy Spirit in the Father’s name (Matthew 3:11–12; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16, 24:49; John 1:31–33; 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7; Acts 1:4–5, 2:17–18, 10:44–48, 11:16, Titus 3:6). The Holy Spirit then regenerates or causes man to be born again (John 3:3–10, Titus 3:5, Ezekiel 36:25–27) through hearing the Word of God/Gospel (James 1:18, Ephesians 1:13, Romans 1:15– 17, 10:17, 1 Corinthians 1:21) which gives spiritual life to the previously spiritually dead man (Ephesians 2:1– 3, Colossians 2:13). God then grants man the ability to repent which is a gift (Acts 11:18, 2 Timothy 2:25) and put saving faith in Jesus Christ which is also a gift (Ephesians 2:8–9, Philippians 1:29, John 7:38–39). Man is then justified by grace through faith in Christ (Titus 3:7), receives and is indwelt by the Holy Spirit (Galatians 3:2, 3:14; Ephesians 1:13; 1 Corinthians 6:19), and the Holy Spirit spiritually unites/immerses man with Jesus Christ and puts the man into the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13, Romans 6:3–4). Baptism with the Holy Spirit is not water baptism, and water baptism is not baptism with the Holy Spirit for only Christ can baptize with the Holy Spirit and man can only baptize with water (Matthew 3:11–12; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:31–33, 3:8, 7:38–39, 14:15–17, 26; 15:26, 16:7; Acts 1:4–5, 2:17–18, 10:44–48, 11:16; 1 Corinthians 1:17). Baptism with the Holy Spirit is a one-time, instantaneous, and salvific work of God (1 Corinthians 12:13).

			In John’s baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, it would be a colossal mistake to think that the ritual of baptism is what forgave sins. John’s message of repentance was radical, and John even warned against treating this baptism of repentance as just another ritual or ceremony. John was calling for heart searching repentance that would bear fruit. If there was no fruit of repentance, but only a baptism, John would have warned that the person who went through the baptism was chaff that was

			just waiting to be burned with unquenchable fire. A person that desired to confess and reject his sins, reject his spiritual accomplishments, and get rid of the barriers of the heart in preparation for the Messiah would have been characterized as wheat according to John. Now that we understand John the Baptist’s message of repentance and the proselyte baptism he was preaching, let us turn our attention to John the Baptist’s testimony of Jesus as Jesus comes to him to be baptized.

			The Baptism of Jesus – Matthew 3:13-17

			As we transition from John the Baptist’s message of repentance, we will now observe Jesus’ baptism. The apostle Matthew, who was one of the twelve disciples, gives us an account of Jesus’ baptism. As Matthew was one of the twelve disciples (Matthew 10:3), it would be very reasonable to assume that Peter would have possessed the same knowledge as Matthew. Additionally, since we know that Andrew was also one of the twelve disciples of Jesus (Matthew 10:2), was also a disciple of John the Baptist (John 1:35-40), and lived with Peter (Mark 1:29), it would be reasonable to believe that Peter would have known these details of Jesus’ baptism.

			Matthew 3:13-14 – Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”

			As we noted earlier, John’s message of repentance was to turn the hearts of the people from sin and to the Messiah. John’s message was confrontational and bold and was given to sinners. So, when Jesus came to be baptized by John we begin to see some confusion by John. At this point, it’s unclear how John would have identified Jesus as the Christ. Perhaps John knew based on the testimony of Elizabeth, John’s mother, where Elizabeth said to Mary in Luke 1:43, “And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”. Here, we have a testimony from Elizabeth that the baby in Mary’s womb was Elizabeth’s Lord. Perhaps this is how John knew that Jesus was the Christ. We know that when Mary visited Elizabeth, she stayed with Elizabeth for three months (Luke 1:56). Perhaps during the three months, Mary told Elizabeth how the baby was conceived by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:31, 35, Matthew 1:20). Perhaps Mary told Elizabeth that her son would be called Immanuel (Matthew 1:23). Perhaps, Mary told Elizabeth that this child would be named Jesus (Luke 1:31). Perhaps Mary told Elizabeth that the baby Jesus would be called Son of the Most High (Luke 1:32). Perhaps Mary told Elizabeth that Jesus would be given the throne of David, rule over the house of Jacob, and His kingdom would have no end (Luke 1:33). Perhaps Mary told Elizabeth that Jesus would be called the Son of God (Luke 1:35). Perhaps John the Baptist’s parents told John these truths about Jesus. 

			However, there appears to be a better explanation of how John recognized that Jesus was sinless and the Messiah. In Matthew 3:5-6 it says, “Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.” Mark 1:5 says something similar where it says, “And all

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					Jesus is the sacrificial Lamb of God who will take away the sins of the world

					Jesus is preeminent and eternal

					Jesus is the Anointed One of God, or rather, the Christ or Messiah

					Jesus is the only one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit

					Jesus is the Son of God
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