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Li Guangbi was from Liucheng, Yingzhou. His father, Li Kailuo, was originally a chief of the Khitans. During the reign of Empress Wu, he came to the court and successively held the position of the grand general of the Left Feathered Forest and was enfeoffed as the Duke of Jijun. When the Tubo invaded Heyuan, Li Kailuo led elite soldiers to drive them away. Before setting out, he said to others, "Once the rebels are pacified, I won't return." On the way back after the battle, he died on the road. He was posthumously named the governor of Yingzhou, with the posthumous title of Loyal and Heroic. Li Guangbi was strict, resolute, calm, and decisive, with great strategies. He didn't play around when he was young and was good at horse - riding and archery. He started his official career as the left - aide of the Left Guard's Personal Office and was gradually promoted to the left - director of the Clear - Path Guards, concurrently serving as the protector - general of Anbei. He filled the position of the military - officer in Wang Zhongsi's mansion in Hexi and served as the military - commander of Chishui Army. Wang Zhongsi treated him well, and no veteran general could compare with him in terms of the favor he received. Wang Zhongsi once said, "The one who will command my troops in the future is Li Guangbi." Soon, he inherited his father's title. Due to his achievements in defeating the Tubo and Tuyuhun, he was promoted to the General of the Cloud and Banner. An Sishun, the military governor of Shuofang, recommended him to be his deputy and be in charge of the rear - area affairs. Admiring his talent, An Sishun wanted to marry his daughter to Li Guangbi, but Li Guangbi feigned illness and left. Geshu Han, the military governor of Longyou, admired his integrity and recommended him to return to Chang'an. 

When An Lushan rebelled, Guo Ziyi recommended Li Guangbi for his ability. An imperial edict appointed him to act as the grand censor, hold the festival as the deputy grand - ambassador of the Hedong military governor, be in charge of the military - governor affairs, and concurrently serve as the prefect of Yunzhong. Soon, he was additionally appointed as the prefect of Wei Commandery and the inspector of Hebei. Li Guangbi led 5,000 troops from Shuofang out of Tumen Pass to rescue Changshan in the east. When they stopped at Zhending, the local militia in Changshan captured the rebel general An Siyi and surrendered. Since the death of Yan Gaoting, the commandery had become a war - zone, with corpses covering the fields. Li Guangbi offered libations and wept for the dead, released those who had been imprisoned by the rebels, and generously provided for their families. At that time, the rebel generals Shi Siming, Li Lijie, and Cai Xide were attacking Raoyang. After Li Guangbi captured An Siyi, he didn't kill him but asked for his advice. An Siyi replied, "Now your army is tired from the march. If you encounter the enemy, you may not be able to withstand them. It's better to station your army in the city and wait. When you are sure of victory, then go out to fight. The rebel troops are fierce and impetuous, lacking in steadiness. You should plan for a complete victory." Li Guangbi said, "Good." So he held the city and waited. The next day, 20,000 of Shi Siming's troops approached the city walls. Li Guangbi's troops couldn't go out, so he used 500 strong crossbowmen to shoot at the enemy, forcing the rebels to retreat and move their camp a bit north. Li Guangbi deployed his troops to the south, camping on both sides of the Hutuo River. Although Shi Siming was repeatedly in trouble, he relied on the nearby reinforcements and let his soldiers rest with their saddles off. On that day, 5,000 rebel troops from Raoyang arrived at Jiumen. Li Guangbi learned this through his spies. He led a small, light - armed force, muffled the flags and drums. When the rebels were having a meal, he launched a surprise attack and almost wiped them out. Shi Siming was frightened and led his troops away. He sent elite troops to cut off the supply route. When the horses had no forage and had to eat straw mats, Li Guangbi ordered his generals to go to Xingtang to get fodder. The rebels attacked them, but Li Guangbi's soldiers fought from behind the houses, and the rebels couldn't stop them. When Guo Ziyi captured Yunzhong, an imperial edict ordered all the troops to go out of Jingxing Pass and jointly attack the rebels with Li Guangbi west of Jiumen. Shi Siming was severely defeated and fled alone to Zhao Commandery. Li Lijie was hit by a stray arrow and died. Cai Xide fled to Julu. Li Guangbi captured ten counties including Gaocheng and then attacked Zhao Commandery. An imperial edict promoted Li Guangbi to be the chief - secretary of the Fanyang Grand Governor's Office and the military governor of Fanyang. Shi Siming entered Boling from Gucheng and killed the officials. The six commanderies of Jingcheng, Hejian, Xindu, Qinghe, Pingyuan, and Boping set up camps to defend themselves and pledged their allegiance to Li Guangbi. Li Guangbi attacked Zhao Commandery fiercely and captured it in one day. Many of his soldiers looted. Li Guangbi sat at the city gate, collected all the looted items, and returned them to the people. The people in the city were overjoyed. He then advanced to besiege Boling but failed to capture it. He and Guo Ziyi jointly attacked Shi Siming at Jiashan and defeated him severely. Li Guangbi thought that Fanyang was the rebels' lair and should be taken first to uproot the rebels. When Tongguan fell, he led his army out of Jingxing Pass.  

After Emperor Suzong ascended the throne, an imperial edict ordered Li Guangbi to lead his troops to Lingwu. He was then appointed as the minister of the Ministry of Revenue and a chancellor, and his military - governorship remained unchanged. Li Guangbi led 5,000 troops from Jingcheng and Hejian into Taiyuan. Previously, Wang Chengye, the military governor, had been lax and incompetent in governance. Cui Zhong, a serving censor, was in charge of the troops in Taiyuan and often insulted and bullied Wang Chengye. Li Guangbi had long been indignant about this. At this time, an imperial edict ordered Cui Zhong to hand over the troops to Li Guangbi. Cui Zhong was always arrogant and insolent. When he saw Li Guangbi, he just bowed slightly and didn't hand over the troops immediately. Li Guangbi was angry and arrested him. Just then, an imperial envoy arrived to appoint Cui Zhong as the vice - director of the Censorate. Li Guangbi said, "Cui Zhong is guilty and has already been arrested. Now I will only execute the serving censor. If the envoy proclaims the imperial edict, I will also execute the vice - director of the Censorate." The envoy hid the edict and didn't dare to take it out. Li Guangbi then beheaded Cui Zhong to show the army, and his prestige shook the three armies. 

In the second year of the Zhide era, Shi Siming and Cai Xide led Gao Xiuyan and Niu Tingjie with 100,000 troops to attack Li Guangbi. At that time, all the elite troops had been sent to Shuofang, and Li Guangbi had less than 10,000 soldiers under his command. Most people suggested reinforcing the city walls for defense. Li Guangbi said, "The city wall is 40 li around. If we start to repair it when the enemy arrives, it will only exhaust our people." So he dismantled the civilian houses to make stone - throwing machines. Each machine was pulled by 200 people. Wherever the stones hit, dozens of people would die. The rebels suffered 20% casualties. Shi Siming built flying towers and covered them with wooden curtains. He also built an earthen hill to overlook the city. Li Guangbi sent people to dig tunnels to make the hill collapse. Shi Siming held a feast under the city. The actors on the stage insulted the emperor. Li Guangbi sent people to dig tunnels and capture them. Shi Siming was greatly shocked and moved his headquarters far away. The soldiers in the rebel army all looked at the ground before walking. Li Guangbi also secretly dug trenches under the rebel camp to sink their army. Then he pretended to agree to surrender. When the time came, he sent armored soldiers to guard the city walls and sent subordinate officers out as if they were going to offer their submission. Shi Siming was overjoyed. Soon, thousands of rebel soldiers fell into the trenches. The soldiers on the city wall shouted and the cavalry charged out. Tens of thousands of rebels were captured or killed. Fearing defeat, Shi Siming left and left Cai Xide to attack Taiyuan. Li Guangbi sent fearless soldiers to fight the rebels, beheading 70,000 of them. Cai Xide abandoned his supplies and fled. At first, when the rebels arrived, Li Guangbi set up a tent in the corner of the city to rest and didn't even look at his own residence when passing by. After the siege was lifted, he didn't return to his private quarters until three days later. He captured the Qingyi and Hengye armies. Another rebel general attacked Haozhi and captured Daheng Pass. Li Guangbi chased and defeated him. He was promoted to acting minister of war. Soon, he was promoted to grand minister of works and enfeoffed as the Duke of Zheng, with 800 households providing actual tax revenue. 

In the first year of the Qianyuan era, Li Guangbi entered the capital. An imperial edict ordered all court officials of the fourth rank and above to go to the suburbs to pay their respects to him. He was further appointed to concurrently serve as the palace attendant. He joined forces with nine military governors to besiege An Qingxu in Xiangzhou and defeated the enemy in a major battle west of Ye. Li Guangbi discussed with the other generals, "Shi Siming has mustered his troops in Wei Prefecture, trying to wear us down. We'd better march our army to confront him. Remembering his defeat at Jiashan, he won't dare to come out easily. Then we can capture An Qingxu." However, Yu Chao'en, the supervisor of the military appearance, firmly opposed this plan. Soon, Shi Siming came to the rescue. Li Guangbi resisted the rebels with great determination and inflicted heavy casualties on them, while also suffering significant losses himself. When the other generals panicked and fled in disarray, looting everywhere as they retreated, only Li Guangbi managed to lead his well - organized troops back to Taiyuan. The emperor pardoned the other generals' crimes and appointed Li Guangbi to concurrently serve as the chief - secretary of the Youzhou Grand Governor's Office and be in charge of the military operations of all circuits. Later, he replaced Guo Ziyi as the military governor of Shuofang. Before long, he was appointed as the deputy marshal of all the troops in the empire.  

Li Guangbi rushed to Dongdu (Luoyang) with 500 cavalry from Hedong and entered his army at night. He also said that since the rebels were eyeing Luoyang, they should hold Hulaoguan and lead the army eastward along the Yellow River. He sent a written order to summon Zhang Yongji, the military - officer. Zhang Yongji was afraid of Li Guangbi's strictness and instructed the other generals to delay their troops. Zhang Yongji came alone on horseback to pay a visit, and Li Guangbi beheaded him, replacing him with Xin Jinggao. He then summoned the chief general Pugu Huai'en. Pugu Huai'en was scared and arrived ahead of time. Just then, Xu Shuji, the military governor of Huabian, was defeated in battle and surrendered to the rebels. Shi Siming took advantage of the victory and advanced westward. Li Guangbi arranged his troops in good order and advanced slowly towards Dongdu. He said to Wei Zhi, the military governor of the Eastern Capital, "The rebels have just won a victory. It's difficult to compete with them head - on. I want to outwit them. However, there is no available grain in Luoyang, and it's in a dangerous and vulnerable position, hard to defend. What's your plan?" Wei Zhi said, "Increase the troops in Shaanxi. You defend Tongguan, and we can hold out for a long time." Li Guangbi said, "When two armies confront each other, every inch of land must be contested. Now, if we abandon a 500 - li area and just defend the pass, the rebels will gain territory and their power will grow. It's better to move the army to Heyang. Blocked by Ze and Lu in the north, we can advance if we win and defend if we lose. The interior and exterior will support each other, and the rebels won't be able to go west. This is like the posture of a monkey stretching its arm. When it comes to the etiquette of the court, I'm no match for you; but when it comes to the victory or defeat of the army, you're no match for me." Wei Zhi couldn't reply. The judge Wei Sun said, "Dongdu is the imperial residence. You should defend it." Li Guangbi said, "The rebels can easily pass through Sishui and Eling. Can you defend all these places?" Then he sent a written order to allow the officials in Henan to avoid the rebels. He emptied the city and supervised the army to prepare for battle and defense.  

When Shi Siming reached Yanshi, Li Guangbi led his entire army towards Heyang, with 500 cavalry under his own command as the rearguard. When the rebel scouts reached the stone bridge, the generals asked, "Should we go north along the city or advance across the stone bridge?" Li Guangbi replied, "Advance across the stone bridge." At night, the soldiers donned their armor and advanced slowly with torches in hand. The troops were well - organized and in good order, so the rebels didn't dare to get too close. After entering the three cities, there were 20,000 soldiers in his army, and they only had ten days' worth of rations. Li Guangbi shared the meager food with the soldiers, giving up the better - quality provisions. The rebels were in awe of Li Guangbi and didn't dare to attack the imperial palaces. They camped at Baima Shrine, dug trenches, and built crescent - shaped forts for defense. When the rebels attacked Li Guangbi, a battle took place west of Zhongtan. Li Guangbi defeated the rebel forces, beheaded a thousand enemies, and many rebels drowned. Five thousand rebels were captured alive. At first, Li Guangbi said to Li Baoyu, "Can you defend the southern city for two days for me?" Li Baoyu asked, "What if it exceeds the time limit?" Li Guangbi replied, "Then abandon it." Li Baoyu agreed. He then deceived the rebels, saying, "Our food is running out. We'll surrender tomorrow." The rebels were delighted and gathered their troops, waiting for the appointed time. After Li Baoyu had repaired the city defenses, he requested to fight. The rebels were angry at being deceived and launched a fierce attack. Li Baoyu sent out surprise troops to attack from both sides, capturing more enemies than his own losses. The rebel general Zhou Zhi retreated. Li Guangbi personally led the troops to defend Zhongtan, building fortifications and digging trenches. Zhou Zhi gave up attacking the southern city and turned to attack Zhongtan. Li Guangbi sent Li Feiyuanli to fight at Yangma. The rebel army was routed. Zhou Zhi regrouped his troops and regained his strength. He joined forces with An Taiqing, with a total of 30,000 troops, to attack the northern city. Li Guangbi gathered his troops and entered the city. Standing on the city wall and observing, he said, "Although their army is fierce, their square formation is in disarray and making a lot of noise. There's no need to worry. We'll defeat them by noon." Then they went out to fight. By the appointed time, the outcome was still undecided. Li Guangbi summoned the generals and said, "Although they are strong, they can be defeated because they are in chaos. Now, if we fight in a chaotic way against their chaos, we won't achieve anything." Then he asked, "Where is the strongest part of the rebel formation?" The answer was, "The northwest corner." He summoned Hao Tingyu and said, "Break through that part for me with your troops." Hao Tingyu said, "I lead infantry. Please give me 500 cavalry." Li Guangbi gave him 300. He then asked about the next - strongest part, and the answer was, "The southeast corner." He summoned Lun Weizhen, who declined, saying, "I'm a foreign general and not familiar with infantry battles. Please give me 300 iron - clad cavalry." Li Guangbi gave him 200. Then he took out 40 horses that had been awarded to him and distributed them to Hao Tingyu and the others. Li Guangbi held the large flag and said, "Watch my flag. If I wave it slowly, you can act according to the situation. If I wave it to the ground three times, all the troops must charge forward. It's a matter of life and death. Those who retreat will be beheaded!" Then, looking from the city wall, Li Guangbi saw that Hao Tingyu's troops couldn't advance. He ordered his attendants to bring Hao Tingyu's head. Hao Tingyu said, "My horse was hit by an arrow. I'm not retreating." So Li Guangbi ordered a replacement horse for him. There was a subordinate general who stabbed the rebels with a spear, piercing a horse's belly and hitting several enemies. There was also a soldier who faced the rebels but retreated without fighting. Li Guangbi summoned the spear - wielding general and rewarded him with 500 bolts of silk, while beheading the one who retreated without fighting. Li Guangbi waved the flag three times, and all the troops fought bravely. The rebel army fled in defeat. More than 10,000 rebels were beheaded, over 8,000 were captured, 2,000 horses were seized, and military supplies and equipment were counted in billions. Zhou Zhi, Xu Huangyu, and Li Qinshou were captured, and only An Taiqing managed to escape. Shi Siming didn't know about the defeat yet and was still attacking the southern city. Li Guangbi drove the captured rebels in front of the city for Shi Siming to see. Shi Siming was extremely frightened and built fortifications to resist the imperial army. At the beginning of the battle, Li Guangbi put a knife in his boot, saying, "Fighting is a dangerous thing. I hold the position of a grand - minister. I can't be humiliated by the rebels. If there's a chance of defeat, I'll cut my throat to apologize to the emperor." After this victory, he bowed and danced towards the west. The three armies were deeply moved. An Taiqing raided and occupied Huaizhou.  

In the first year of the Shangyuan era, Li Guangbi was promoted to the Grand Tutor and the Head of the Secretariat. He advanced to besiege Huaizhou, and Shi Siming came to rescue it. Li Guangbi repelled the enemy twice. Shi Siming showed his troops at Heqing, threatening to cross the river and cut off the supply route. Li Guangbi set up a camp at Yeshuidu. In the evening, he returned to the main army, leaving the subordinate general Yong Xihao to guard the camp. He said, "The rebel generals Gao Hui and Li Riyue are extremely brave. The rebels will surely send them to attack me. You stay here. If the rebels come, don't fight with them. If they surrender, bring them with you." His subordinates secretly wondered at his strange words. On that day, Shi Siming really summoned Li Riyue and said, "Li Guangbi is camping in the open. You take 500 iron - clad cavalry and capture him tonight. Otherwise, don't come back!" When Li Riyue reached the camp, he sent someone to ask, "Is the Grand Tutor here?" The answer was, "He's gone." "How many soldiers are there?" "A thousand." "Who is the general?" "Yong Xihao." Li Riyue said to his subordinates, "I was given such an order. Now, if I only capture Yong Xihao, I'll still be executed when I go back." So he asked to surrender. Yong Xihao brought him to Li Guangbi. Li Guangbi treated him well and recommended him to be promoted to a high - ranking official and concurrently serve as the General of the Guards of the Golden Weaponry. When Gao Hui heard about this, he also surrendered. Someone asked, "Why was it so easy for you to get these two generals to surrender?" Li Guangbi said, "Shi Siming has been defeated twice. He's eager for a field battle. When he heard that I was camping in the open, he surely underestimated me. He sent his general to attack, definitely threatening him with death if he failed. Yong Xihao is unknown. Capturing him won't count as a great achievement. Li Riyue was afraid of death. What else could he do but surrender? Gao Hui is more capable than Li Riyue. Seeing how well the one who surrendered was treated, how could the other one not be tempted to follow suit?" The various armies diverted the Danshui River to flood Huaizhou, but they failed to capture it. Li Guangbi ordered Hao Tingyu to enter the city through a tunnel, obtain the enemy's military signal, then climb onto the city wall and shout. The imperial army climbed the city wall and captured An Taiqing and Yang Xizhong, sending them to the capital and presenting the captives at the Imperial Ancestral Temple. Li Guangbi was granted an additional 1,500 households providing actual tax revenue.  

Shi Siming sent spies to spread the word that the rebel soldiers were all northerners and were homesick, singing songs of longing to return home. Yu Chao'en believed this and repeatedly reported to the emperor that the rebels could be wiped out. The emperor issued an edict to instruct Li Guangbi, but Li Guangbi firmly stated that the rebels were still strong and that they shouldn't act rashly. Pugu Huai'en was jealous of Li Guangbi's achievements and secretly supported Yu Chao'en in presenting a plan for eliminating the rebels. When the imperial envoy came to urge them to fight, Li Guangbi had no choice but to order Li Baoyu to defend Heyang and led his troops to camp at Beimang. Li Guangbi arranged the troops to form a formation along the mountain. Pugu Huai'en said, "We use cavalry. Now being close to a dangerous place is not suitable. Please form the formation on the plain." Li Guangbi said, "With a dangerous terrain, we can either win or lose. If we form the formation on the plain, once defeated, we'll be annihilated. Moreover, the rebels are determined to fight us to the death. It's better to rely on the dangerous terrain." Pugu Huai'en didn't follow his advice. The rebels occupied the high - ground. They sent 700 soldiers with long halberds, followed by strong warriors with knives, and then pretended to flee, leaving their belongings behind. Pugu Huai'en's troops rushed to plunder the items, and then the rebel ambush was launched. The imperial army was routed. Huaizhou fell again. Li Guangbi crossed the river to defend Wenxi. Li Baoyu abandoned Heyang due to the small number of his troops. Li Guangbi asked for punishment. The emperor, believing that it was Pugu Huai'en who violated the order and caused the army's defeat, issued a kind edict to summon Li Guangbi to the capital. Li Guangbi sincerely declined the position of Grand Tutor. Instead, he was appointed as a High - Ranking Official with Special Privileges, the Head of the Secretariat, the Prefect of Hezhong, and the Military Governor of Jin, Jiang and other prefectures. Before long, he was again appointed as the Grand Tutor, concurrently serving as the Palace Attendant, the Deputy Marshal of Henan, and was in charge of the military operations of the five circuits including Henan, the east and west of Huainan, the east of Shannan, and Jingnan, and was stationed in Sizhou. The emperor wrote a poem to bid him farewell.  

Taking advantage of the victory at Mangshan, Shi Chaoyi advanced to capture thirteen prefectures including Shen and Guang. Li Guangbi set off on his journey despite being ill. The supervisor of the army, citing the small number of troops, suggested defending Yangzhou. Li Guangbi said, "The court entrusts me with the safety of the country. How do the rebels know the size of our forces? If we act unexpectedly, they will surely collapse on their own." So he rushed to Xuzhou. At that time, Shi Chaoyi besieged Li Cen in Songzhou. Li Guangbi sent Tian Shengong to drive the rebels away. Initially, after Tian Shengong pacified Liu Zhan, he lingered in Huainan. Shang Heng and Yin Zhongqing were fighting in the area between Yan and Yun. Lai Zhen took control of Xiangyang without permission. But when Li Guangbi arrived at his camp, Shi Chaoyi fled, Tian Shengong returned to Henan, and Lai Zhen, Shang Heng, and Yin Zhongqing successively entered the capital to pay homage. This shows how much he was feared and respected by the other generals. In the first year of the Baoying era, Li Guangbi was further enfeoffed as the Prince of Linhuai. He captured Xuzhou and beheaded more than a thousand rebels, and captured twenty - two fake generals. Shi Chaoyi divided his troops to attack Songzhou, but Li Guangbi defeated and drove them away. In the east of Zhejiang, the rebel Yuan Chao revolted in Taizhou, established the era name Baosheng, and regarded the twelfth lunar month as the first month. His rebels plundered the prefectures and counties. Li Guangbi sent his subordinates to defeat Yuan Chao's troops in Quzhou. In the first year of the Guangde era, Yuan Chao was captured, and the east of Zhejiang was pacified. An imperial edict was issued to increase his fief by two thousand households, confer a third - rank official position on one of his sons, grant him an iron certificate of immunity from punishment, record his name in the Imperial Ancestral Temple, and paint his portrait in the Lingyan Pavilion.  

After the defeats at Xiangzhou and Beimang, Yu Chao'en was ashamed of his wrong strategies, so he deeply hated Li Guangbi to the bone, and Cheng Yuanzhen hated him even more. With the two of them in power, they schemed every day to slander him. After Lai Zhen was slandered to death by Cheng Yuanzhen, Li Guangbi became even more fearful. When the Tubo invaded the capital, Emperor Daizong issued an edict for Li Guangbi to come to the rescue. Fearing disaster, Li Guangbi procrastinated and dared not act. When the emperor went to Shaanxi, he still relied on Li Guangbi and often inquired after his mother to ease the suspicion. When the emperor returned to Chang'an, Li Guangbi was appointed as the military governor of the Eastern Capital to observe his actions. Li Guangbi claimed that he hadn't received the imperial edict for a long time and used going back to Xuzhou to collect rent and taxes as an excuse. The emperor ordered Guo Ziyi to bring his mother back to the capital from Hezhong. In the second year, Li Guangbi was seriously ill. He submitted a memorial to return the fiefs that had been granted to him before and after, but the imperial edict didn't allow it. When his subordinates asked about his last wishes, he replied, "I've been in the army for a long time and haven't been able to take care of my mother. I'm an unfilial son. What else can I say!" He took the remaining silk and cloth and distributed them to his subordinate generals. He passed away at the age of fifty - seven. His subordinate generals used the cloth to hold a funeral for Li Guangbi, and they cried and asked about each other's well - being. The emperor sent an envoy to console his mother, posthumously conferred on him the title of Grand Preceptor, and gave him the posthumous title of Wumu. An imperial edict ordered all the court officials to attend his funeral outside Yanpingmen.  

When Li Guangbi commanded the army, he planned thoroughly before engaging in battle and was able to defeat a large enemy force with a small one. He trained and disciplined his troops well, and the whole country respected his fame and might. When he gave orders in the army, the generals didn't even dare to look up at him. At first, he was as famous as Guo Ziyi, and they were collectively known as "Li and Guo" in the world. His military achievements were regarded as the greatest among those contributing to the restoration of the dynasty. When he replaced Guo Ziyi in charge of the Shuofang Army, he didn't change the military camps, soldiers, or flags. However, once he gave the orders, the army's morale and appearance became even more impressive.  

Li Guangbi's son, Li Hui, was a man of noble aspirations and integrity, conducting himself with honesty and self - restraint. He served as a subordinate general under Jia Dan and was recommended to concurrently hold the position of the Censor - in - Chief. In the early years of the Yuanhe era, Fuli in Xuzhou was separated to form Suzhou. Due to Li Guangbi's benevolent deeds left behind, Li Hui was promoted to be the prefect of Suzhou. Later, he was transferred to be the military governor of Jingyuan. He abolished the miscellaneous corvée in the army and used his own salary to redeem the children of soldiers who had been pawned or sold, and sent them back to their families. After his death, he was posthumously conferred the title of Minister of Works. Li Guangbi's younger brother, Li Guangjin, styled Taiying, was initially a subordinate general under Fang Guan. He led the northern army to fight at Chentaoxie. After the defeat, he fled to the emperor's temporary residence, and Emperor Suzong forgave him. When Emperor Daizong ascended the throne, he was appointed as the Acting Grand Tutor of the Crown Prince and enfeoffed as the Duke of Liang. When the Tubo invaded and reached Bianqiao, Guo Ziyi was the deputy marshal, and Li Guangjin and Guo Yingyi assisted him. Since the Zhide era, he and Li Fuguo jointly commanded the imperial guards and were regarded as the emperor's trusted subordinates. After Li Guangbi was slandered, Li Guangjin was sent out to be the military governor of Weibei and Binning. In the early years of the Yongtai era, he was enfeoffed as the Prince of Wuwei. He was gradually promoted to the Grand Tutor of the Crown Prince and then passed away. His mother, Lady Li, had dozens of whiskers about five inches long. She was conferred the title of the Grand Lady of the State of Han. Both of her two sons held first - rank military governor positions. After her death, she was buried on the southern plain of Chang'an. Forty - four tents were set up for the memorial ceremonies by the generals and ministers, which was considered a great honor at that time.  

Among Li Guangbi's subordinate generals, Li Huaiguang, Pugu Huai'en, Tian Shengong, Li Baoyu, Dong Qin, Geshu Yao, Han Youhuan, Hun Shizhi, and Xin Jinggao have their own biographies. As for Li Feiyuanli, Hao Tingyu, Li Guochen, Bai Xiaode, Zhang Boyi, Bai Yuanguang, Chen Lizhen, Hou Zhongzhuang, and Bai Liangqi, all of them are notably worthy of mention and are listed below.  

Li Feiyuanli started as a subordinate general and was gradually promoted to concurrently hold the position of the Deputy Censor - in - Chief. When Li Guangbi was defending Heyang, Zhou Zhi attacked the northern city. Li Guangbi was then stationed at Zhongtan. When Zhou Zhi heard this, he concentrated his forces to attack Li Guangbi. Li Guangbi ordered Li Feiyuanli to defend the Yangma Fortress and set up a small flag at the northeast corner of the city to observe Zhou Zhi's army. Relying on his large number of troops, Zhou Zhi directly advanced towards the city. He used a thousand vehicles to carry wooden geese and battering rams, and commanded his soldiers to fill the moat, advancing in eight directions. Li Guangbi said to Li Feiyuanli, "Why do you, the Deputy Censor - in - Chief, just watch the enemy's troops passing by without taking action?" Li Feiyuanli replied, "Do you want to defend or fight?" Li Guangbi said, "Fight." Li Feiyuanli said, "Since we're going to fight, the enemy is filling the moat for us. Why be surprised?" Li Guangbi said, "I didn't think of this. Do your best." So Li Feiyuanli went out to fight, and Zhou Zhi's army retreated a little. Li Feiyuanli thought the enemy was strong and it was not the time to charge, so he withdrew his army to show weakness and lull the enemy into complacency. Li Guangbi was angry and sent someone to summon Li Feiyuanli, intending to enforce military law. Li Feiyuanli replied, "I'm in the middle of a battle and have no time to go. Please wait until I defeat the enemy and then you'll see." So he rested in the stockade. After a long time, he looked at his subordinates and said, "Just now the general summoned me. He probably wants to behead me. It's better to die in battle with a good name than to be executed for no reason." Then he dismounted, picked up a knife, stared angrily and charged straight ahead. His brave soldiers advanced in a line, striking left and right. One man could fight against several enemies. They beheaded hundreds of the enemy, and Zhou Zhi fled. Due to his achievements, he was gradually promoted to the rank of General of the Agile Cavalry, the prefect of Huaizhou, and was in charge of the military operations of the Zhenxi and Beiting Armies. In the second year of the Shangyuan era, when Li Guangbi advanced to recapture Luoyang and the army was defeated, Li Feiyuanli moved his army to Yicheng and was killed by his subordinates.  

Hao Tingyu was brave and good at fighting, and was a favorite general of Li Guangbi. When defending Heyang, he captured Xu Huangyu and made great contributions. He was gradually enfeoffed as the Prince of Anbian and appointed as a general of the Shence Army. When the Tubo invaded the capital area, he and Ma Lin were stationed at Zhongweiqiao. One day, Yu Chao'en heard that he was good at arranging battle formations and asked to watch. Hao Tingyu issued orders, sounded the drums and bugles, and the troops sat, stood, advanced, and retreated in perfect unison. Yu Chao'en sighed and said, "I've been in the military for a long time, and now I finally understand the method of training troops." Hao Tingyu said sadly, "This is the legacy method of the Prince of Linhuai. The prince was good at commanding the army. He rewarded according to merit and punished according to fault. Every time he inspected the troops, those who didn't follow the orders were beheaded. So everyone tried their best, and when charging into battle, they were fearless. Since the Prince of Linhuai passed away, there has been no more inspection of the troops. What's there to praise about this?" He was repeatedly appointed as the prefect of Qinzhou. After his death, he was posthumously conferred the title of Minister of Works.  

Li Guochen was from Hexi and originally surnamed An. He was strong enough to open city gates. As a commander of a battalion, he participated in the recapture of the five cities in Yuhai and was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant - Colonel. Later, he became a general of the Shuofang Army. Through accumulated merits, he was promoted to the rank of General of the Splendid Banners and was granted the surname Li. He followed Li Guangbi to defend Heyang and was gradually enfeoffed as the Prince of Linchuan. In the eighth year of the Dali era, he served as the prefect of Yanzhou. After the Tubo defeated Hun Jian at Huangpu Plain and were about to raid Qian and Long, Li Guochen said to others, "The enemy is victorious and will definitely harass the capital. If I march towards Qin Plain, they will have to turn back." So he led his troops up Anle Mountain, beat the drums and marched westward, traveling thirty li a day. When the Tubo heard this, they turned their army back from Baili City. After crossing the dangerous terrain, Hun Jian defeated them. After his death, he was posthumously conferred the title of Grand Governor of Yangzhou.  

Bai Xiaode was from Anxi and served as a subordinate general under Li Guangbi. When Shi Siming attacked Heyang, he sent the brave general Liu Longxian with fifty cavalry to challenge. Liu Longxian put his right foot on the horse's mane and insulted Li Guangbi. Li Guangbi climbed up the city wall, looked at the generals and said, "Who can capture this enemy?" Pugu Huai'en offered to go. Li Guangbi said, "This is not a task suitable for a great general." Someone beside him recommended Bai Xiaode. Li Guangbi summoned Bai Xiaode and asked how many soldiers he needed. Bai Xiaode replied, "I'd like fifty cavalry. I'll advance when the opportunity arises, and the main army can shout to boost my morale. That'll be enough." Li Guangbi patted him on the back and sent him off. Bai Xiaode held two spears, whipped his horse and crossed the river. When he was halfway across, Pugu Huai'en congratulated him and said, "The task will be accomplished. The way he reins in his horse and maneuvers, he's sure to succeed." When Liu Longxian saw him, he underestimated him and didn't move. As Bai Xiaode approached, he pretended to retreat. Bai Xiaode waved his hand and stopped him, saying, "The Minister of the Palace has a message for you. There's nothing else." After talking with him for a while, Bai Xiaode glared at him and said, "Do you know me, enemy? I'm Bai Xiaode." Liu Longxian cursed at him. Then Bai Xiaode leaped forward on his horse. The soldiers on the city wall shouted loudly, and the fifty cavalry followed. Liu Longxian ran around the embankment. Bai Xiaode chased him and cut off his head before returning. Later, through accumulated merits, he was promoted to the military governor of the Beiting Armies on campaign and was transferred to Binning. When Pugu Huai'en led the Tubo troops to invade, Bai Xiaode defeated them. In the early years of the Yongtai era, the Tubo and the Uyghur surrounded Jingyang. Guo Ziyi persuaded the Uyghur to form an alliance, and the Tubo retreated. Guo Ziyi sent Hun Jian with five thousand soldiers out of Fengtian and ordered Bai Xiaode to respond. They fought a great battle at Chisha Beacon and achieved many kills and captures. He was gradually enfeoffed as the Prince of Changhua and served as the Junior Tutor of the Crown Prince. He died in the first year of the Jianzhong era and was posthumously conferred the title of Grand Preceptor.  

Zhang Boyi was from Weizhou. He joined Li Guangbi's army due to his military achievements. When the rebel Yuan Chao in Zhejiang rebelled, Zhang Boyi was sent to suppress the rebellion and made the greatest contribution. He was promoted to be the prefect of Muzhou. Later, he became the military governor of Jiangling. He was simple - minded and illiterate, but he treated others sincerely. The soldiers in the army respected him, and the common people also found it convenient. When Li Xilie rebelled, Zhang Boyi was ordered to join Jia Dan and Zhang Xianfu to recapture Anzhou. The battle went unfavorably. Zhang Boyi was hit by a stray arrow, and the army retreated. He lost his official insignia. When the enemy caught up, he brandished his sword to defend himself. The two blades clashed and couldn't come down. Just then, the reinforcements arrived, and he was saved. When he reached the Han River, he took a boat from a local villager to reach Mianzhou. When the defeated soldiers reached Jiangling, they cried in the courtyard. Zhang Boyi's wife comforted and encouraged them and distributed the family's silk to them, which calmed them down. Zhang Boyi gathered the scattered soldiers and returned. After a long time, he was appointed as the Commander of the Right Dragon - Martial Guards. After his death, he was posthumously conferred the title of Grand Governor of Yangzhou. When applying for a posthumous title, the courtier Li Jifu commented, "For thirty years since the restoration of the dynasty, the war has not ceased because the generals and marshals have been nurturing the enemy for their own self - preservation. If they take defeats as a warning, those in command of the troops will surely seek perfect strategies and avoid decisive battles. Although Zhang Boyi was defeated, his loyalty is worthy of recognition." So Zhang Boyi was posthumously given the title of "Gong" (respectful).  

Bai Yuanguang, with the courtesy name Yuanguang, was of Turkish ancestry. His father, Bai Daosheng, had successively served as the prefects of Ningzhou and Shuozhou. Initially, Bai Yuanguang was attached to his own army and was appointed as the vanguard of the military governor. When An Lushan rebelled, an imperial edict was issued to move the Shuofang troops eastward for the expedition. Bai Yuanguang led his subordinate Jiyi Camp and, with a long - drive, followed Li Guangbi out of Tumen Pass. He was gradually promoted to the position of the Supervisor of the Crown Prince's Palace and was enfeoffed as the Prince of Nanyang, serving as the patrolling officer of the two capitals.  

After Chang'an was pacified, he led troops to clean up the imperial palace and attacked the remaining rebels. He was wounded several times, and Emperor Suzong personally applied medicine to his wounds. He was transferred to be the Minister of the Palace Guards and concurrently served as the vanguard of the Shuofang Army. When Shi Siming attacked Heyang, Li Guangbi summoned him to command the cavalry. Later, he successively served as the Acting Military Governor of Lingwu and the Defender of Dingyuan City. He died in the second year of the Zhenyuan era and was posthumously conferred the title of Governor of Yuezhou. 

Chen Lizhen was from Fanyang, Youzhou. Initially, he was a general of the Pinglu Army. During the An Lushan Rebellion, he followed Li Guangbi's army in Henan. When Zhang Xun was besieged in Suiyang, Li Guangbi sent Hao Tingyu and Chen Lizhen to rescue him. Chen Lizhen rode in and out on a light - horse. Hao Tingyu said that Chen Lizhen was better than himself and married his daughter to Chen Lizhen. After they returned, Hao Tingyu recommended Chen Lizhen to Li Guangbi. Chen Lizhen was gradually promoted from the ranks to be the Acting Consultant to the Crown Prince and was enfeoffed as the Prince of Jingrong. When Li Xilie rebelled, an imperial edict was issued for Geshu Yao to launch an eastern expedition. Chen Lizhen served as the vanguard and stationed at Jiacheng. A large number of enemy troops gathered. Chen Lizhen sent five hundred surprise troops to charge horizontally at the enemy's right flank. The enemy's offensive was blunted, and they didn't dare to advance for several months. When Li Xilie attacked Geshu Yao in Xiangcheng, Chen Lizhen climbed onto the city wall to defend. He didn't wash his hair or comb his hair for seventy days and didn't leave the city except for discussing military affairs. When Zhu Ci rebelled, the soldiers under Chen Lizhen and Zhang Tingzhi were all from You, Ji, He, and Long regions. So Zhang Tingzhi conspired with Chen Lizhen to respond to Zhu Ci, and the soldiers under Chen Lizhen also joined the rebellion. In the middle of the night, the mutiny broke out. Chen Lizhen drew his sword and stood in front of the military gate, shouting, "Those who want to pass through the gate, kill me first!" The crowd was intimidated by his bravery and stopped. Zhang Tingzhi fled. Emperor Dezong commended him and promoted him to be the Defense Commissioner of Ruzhou. In the fifth year of the Zhenyuan era, he developed a carbuncle on his head and died. In a letter to the Observation Commissioner Cui Zong, he stated that he had received the grace of the country and regretted not being able to die in a worthy cause.  

Hou Zhongzhuang, with the courtesy name Zhongzhuang, was from Yuzhou. He served as the vanguard of Li Guangbi and was awarded the title of Loyal - Martial General. He made great contributions in capturing An Taiqing and was gradually promoted to the title of Champion General. When Pugu Huai'en rebelled with the Shuofang Army, Hou Zhongzhuang served as the chief general. He trained his troops to defend themselves. His troops were called "Flat - Shooters", and people were afraid of their might. After Pugu Huai'en was defeated, Guo Ziyi replaced him and regarded Hou Zhongzhuang as his confidant. Hou Zhongzhuang was enfeoffed as the Prince of Shanggu and served as a general of the Shence Army in the western part of the capital. When Emperor Dezong fled to Fengtian, Hou Zhongzhuang was promoted to the position of General of the Left Guard and served as the Defense Commissioner of the city. He repaired the city walls and battlements and patrolled day and night with a weapon in hand. He followed the emperor to Xingyuan and served as the rearguard in Luogu Valley. He was appointed as the Defense and Recruitment Commissioner. After the emperor returned to the capital, Hou Zhongzhuang guarded Fengtian again for nearly twenty years. After his death, he was posthumously conferred the title of Governor of Hongzhou.  

Bai Liangqi, with the courtesy name Gongliang, was from Weizhou. His father, Bai Zao, died in the An Lushan Rebellion when he was the magistrate of Huojia. So Bai Liangqi learned fencing and wanted to avenge his father. His father's friend, Wang Huan, was an assistant to Li Guangbi. When he saw Bai Liangqi, he said, "The lines on your forehead are like those of the Prince of Linhuai, and the mole on your face is like that of Yan Zhenqing, the governor of Pingyuan. You're likely to make great achievements." Then he recommended Bai Liangqi to Li Guangbi. Bai Liangqi was given troops to pacify the mountain tribes in Yue and was promoted to be the Lieutenant - Colonel of the Left Martial - Guard. He led his troops and was attached to the army in the western part of Zhejiang and participated in suppressing Yuan Chao and Fang Qing. Later, Pan Ninghu and Hu Can respectively occupied Xiaoshang and Zhengli, and he defeated them. At that time, he was only twenty - four years old and had participated in sixty - two battles.  

When Li Xilie besieged Ningling and blocked the water to flood the city, he personally ordered the army to capture the city the next day. Bai Liangqi arrived with the relief troops. He selected good swimmers among the crossbowmen to enter the city along the Bian Canal at night. By dawn, the hidden crossbowmen fired, and all the enemy soldiers on the city wall were killed. For his merits, he was enfeoffed as the Prince of Pingyuan. He entered the capital and served as the Grand General of the Left Shence Army and was in charge of military affairs. His portrait was hung in the Lingyan Pavilion. He recruited capable and brave men to replace the soldiers who were engaged in business. The Lieutenant - Colonel Dou Wenchang disliked him. Due to his friend's unauthorized entry, he was transferred to the Right Leading - Guard Army. From then on, military affairs were all monopolized by eunuchs. He finally served as the Grand General of the Left Leading - Guard Army and was posthumously conferred the title of Grand Governor of Shanzhou. His son, Bai Qi, has a separate biography. 

Wu Chengci, with the courtesy name Derun, was from Zhangye. During the Kaiyuan era, he and his clan brother Wu Chengen both served as the vanguards of the Pinglu Army. They were calm, brave, and decisive, and were known as the "Two Dragons at the Camp Gate". Ke Tuyu of the Khitans killed their king Shao Gu and surrendered to the Turks, and the Xi also rebelled. Their king Lu Su led his clan and the wife and children of Shao Gu to submit to the Tang Dynasty. In that year, the Xi and the Khitans invaded. An imperial edict was issued for Wu Chengci to attack them, and he defeated them at Nalu Mountain. In the twenty - second year of the Kaiyuan era, an imperial edict was issued for Li Yi, the Prince of Xin'an, to lead Zhao Hanzhang, the Prefect of Youzhou, on an expedition. Wu Chengci advised Zhao Hanzhang, "These two tribes are indeed powerful enemies. They were defeated in the previous battle not because they were afraid of us, but because they were luring us. You should preserve your strength to foil their scheme." Zhao Hanzhang didn't believe him. When they fought at Baicheng, they were indeed defeated. Only Wu Chengci led his troops steadily out of the right flank, beheaded tens of thousands of enemies, and Ke Tuyu fled to the northern Xi. 

Dayi Wuji, the king of Bohai, fought with his younger brother Dayi Menyi within the state. Dayi Menyi came to the Tang Dynasty. An imperial edict was issued for him and Jin Silan, the Minister of the Imperial Stud, to mobilize 100,000 troops from Fanyang and Silla to attack Bohai, but they achieved no success. Dayi Wuji sent assassins to kill Dayi Menyi in the Eastern Capital and led troops to Mafu Mountain, massacring cities and towns. Wu Chengci blocked the strategic passes and dug trenches filled with large stones, stretching for 400 li, preventing the enemy from entering. As a result, the displaced people were able to return, the soldiers had a short rest, took off their armors and engaged in farming, and the annual expenditure on military supplies was reduced.
An Qingxu sent Shi Siming to guard Fanyang. Shi Siming, relying on his strong army, planned to consolidate his own power. An Qingxu secretly sent Ashina Chengqing and An Shouzhong to supervise the affairs and plot against Shi Siming. Wu Chengci advised Shi Siming, "The Tang Dynasty is reviving and starting anew. An Qingxu is just lingering on. You will surely perish with him. If you submit to the court and wash away your past misdeeds, it will be as easy as turning your hand to make contributions." Shi Siming agreed with him, beheaded Ashina Chengqing and others, and submitted a memorial to the court to await orders.
Previously, Wu Chengen was the governor of Jizhou and lost the city. Shi Siming escorted him to the Eastern Capital. So Emperor Suzong sent Wu Chengen from Yunzhong to Youzhou to persuade Shi Siming. He and Wu Chengci planned to take the opportunity to kill Shi Siming, but failed and died. Wu Chengci fled to Li Guangbi. Li Guangbi submitted a memorial recommending him as the Champion General. He was enfeoffed as the Prince of Changhua and served as the military commander of Shiling. Wang Sili, the military governor, relied on him to handle military and administrative affairs. After a long time, he reported illness and returned to the capital. He died at the age of ninety - six. His son, Wu Chongyin, has a separate biography. 
The author comments: Li Guangbi was of foreign origin but was calm, fierce, and steadfast. When the An Lushan Rebellion broke out, he was entrusted with military power. His strategies to defeat the enemy were unparalleled. He rewarded the meritorious and punished the guilty clearly, so the soldiers vied to fight bravely. He resolutely had the style of ancient excellent generals. He didn't enter his wife's room during his father's mourning period. Although he was a duke, he was extremely filial to his step - mother. He liked to read the "Book of Han" by Ban Gu, which was different from ordinary military men. However, when beset by slander, he couldn't prove his loyalty. The eunuchs instigated trouble internally, which led to suspicion and estrangement. He tried to seek safety, but his situation became more and more dangerous. This is what is called being good at judging others but bad at planning for oneself. At first, when he rolled up his sleeves and served the country whole - heartedly, the whole country responded. But once he hesitated, generals like Tian Shengong no longer obeyed his commands, and he finally died of anxiety. Shouldn't the choices of meritorious officials be made with caution? Alas, although Li Guangbi faced accusations for not relinquishing his position, the harm caused by slanderers was really terrifying. Was it just the misfortune of the times!  
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Guo Ziyi, with the courtesy name Ziyi, was from Zheng County, Huazhou. He was seven feet and two inches tall. He was selected as an outstanding candidate in the military examination and was appointed as the Chief Clerk of the Left Guard. He was gradually promoted to be the Deputy Protector - General of the Chan Yu and the Military Commander of Zhenyuan. In the eighth year of the Tianbao era, the Hengsai Army and the Anbei Protectorate were first built at Mula Mountain. An imperial edict was issued for him to serve as the military commander there. Soon, he found the place was too remote for farming, so he moved the army to build Yongqing, which was named Tiande Army. He also served as the governor of Jiuyuan concurrently. 

In the fourteenth year of the Tianbao era, when An Lushan rebelled, an imperial edict was issued for Guo Ziyi to serve as the Minister of the Palace Guards and the governor of Lingwu Commandery, and to act as the Jiedushi (Military Governor) of Shuofang, leading his troops to launch an eastern expedition. Guo Ziyi captured the Jingbian Army, beheaded the rebel general Zhou Wanqing, attacked Gao Xiuyan in the bend of the Yellow River and defeated him. Then he recaptured Yunzhong and Mayi and opened the Dongxing Pass. He was promoted to be the Censor - in - Chief. The rebels captured Changshan, and all the prefectures and counties in Hebei fell. At this time, Li Guangbi attacked and captured Changshan. Guo Ziyi led his troops down the Jingxing Pass and joined forces with Li Guangbi. They defeated the tens of thousands of troops of the rebel Shi Siming and pacified Xiancheng. They attacked Zhao Commandery in the south, captured 4,000 rebel soldiers and then released them. They beheaded the puppet governor Guo Xianqiu and returned to Changshan. Shi Siming followed the army with tens of thousands of soldiers. When they reached Xingtang, Guo Ziyi selected 500 cavalry to take turns to provoke the enemy. After three days, the rebels withdrew. Guo Ziyi's army pursued them and defeated them again in the Sha River. Then they rushed to Changyang to defend. An Lushan sent more elite troops to assist Shi Siming. Guo Ziyi said, "They rely on the additional troops and will surely underestimate us. If they underestimate us, their morale will be unstable, and we can defeat them in battle." When the battle was undecided, he executed a divisional general as a warning. The soldiers fought desperately and finally defeated the enemy, beheading 2,000 enemies, capturing 500 prisoners and as many horses. After that, they showed their strength during the day and raided the enemy camps at night. The rebels couldn't get any rest, and their morale became weaker. Then Guo Ziyi, together with Li Guangbi, Pugu Huai'en, Hun Shizhi, Chen Huiguang and others, attacked the rebels at Jiashan, beheading 40,000 enemies and capturing tens of thousands of people and horses. Shi Siming fled to Boling. Then, in many prefectures and counties in Hebei, the puppet governors were beheaded, and the imperial army was welcomed. Just as they were planning to march north to attack Fanyang, Ge Shu Han was defeated. The emperor fled to Sichuan, and the crown prince ascended the throne in Lingwu. An imperial edict was issued for the army to return. Guo Ziyi and Li Guangbi led 50,000 infantry and cavalry to the emperor's temporary residence. At that time, the court was in its infancy, with a small number of troops and a shabby military appearance. After their arrival, the national prestige was greatly enhanced. Guo Ziyi was appointed as the Minister of War and a Grand Councilor, still in charge of the military affairs of the Shuofang Army. Emperor Suzong inspected the six armies on a grand scale and then marched south to Pengyuan. The prime minister Fang Guan volunteered to lead an army to fight against the rebels. When his army was stationed at Chentao, it was defeated and almost all the soldiers were lost. So the emperor could only rely on the Shuofang Army as the foundation. The rebel general Ashina Congli led 5,000 cavalry of the Tongluo and Pugu tribes, luring tens of thousands of people from the nine tribes in the bend of the Yellow River and the six Hu - inhabited prefectures to approach the emperor's temporary residence. Guo Ziyi sent Ge Luozhi, the leader of the Uyghurs, to attack them, capturing tens of thousands of people and countless cattle and sheep. The area in the bend of the Yellow River was pacified.  

In the second year of the Zhide era, Guo Ziyi attacked the rebel Cui Qianyou at Tongguan. Cui Qianyou was defeated and retreated to defend Pujin. At that time, Zhao Fu, a county magistrate of Yongle, Han Min, a registrar of Hedong, Xu Jing, an official in charge of local scholars, and Feng, a member of the royal clan, were in the city and planned to act as internal agents. When Guo Ziyi attacked Pu, Zhao Fu and the others beheaded the guards on the city wall and opened the city gate to let the army in. Cui Qianyou fled to Anyi. The people in Anyi pretended to surrender to him. When half of his troops had entered the city, the city gate suddenly closed. Cui Qianyou managed to escape. The rebel An Shouzhong set up camp at Yongfeng Granary. Guo Ziyi sent his son Guo Gan to fight against him. Guo Gan killed a large number of the enemy, up to 10,000, but he died in the battle. Then the granary was recaptured. From then on, the communication between the passes and Shaanxi was restored. An imperial edict was issued for Guo Ziyi to return to Fengxiang. He was promoted to the Minister of Works and appointed as the Deputy Commander - in - Chief of the areas within the pass and in Hedong. He led his troops towards Chang'an and camped by the Jue River. The rebel An Shouzhong and others camped on the left side of Qingqu. In a major battle, the imperial army was at a disadvantage and fled in a hurry, throwing away their weapons. Guo Ziyi gathered the scattered soldiers to defend Wugong and awaited punishment at the court. Then he was appointed as the Left Minister of the Secretariat. Soon, he followed the Crown Prince Guangping, who was the Commander - in - Chief, leading 150,000 troops of both ethnic minorities and Han people to recapture Chang'an. Li Siye led the vanguard, the Crown Prince commanded the main force, Guo Ziyi was his deputy, and Wang Sili led the rear - guard. They set up their formation north of Xiangji Temple, near the Feng River and facing a large plain, stretching for about thirty li. The rebel Li Guiren led elite cavalry to launch a fierce attack. The imperial army was in a panic. Li Siye rushed out with a long knife and beheaded dozens of the enemy's cavalry, stabilizing the situation. The Uyghurs launched a surprise attack from the enemy's rear and attacked them from both sides. They beheaded 60,000 enemies and captured 20,000 alive. The rebel leader Zhang Tongru fled to Shan Commandery at night. The next day, the Crown Prince entered the capital. The old and the young lined the streets, shouting, "We never thought we would see the imperial army again today!" The Crown Prince let the soldiers rest for three days and then marched eastward. When An Qingxu heard that the imperial army was coming, he sent Yan Zhuang with all his 100,000 troops to camp in Shan to assist Zhang Tongru. The flags and the sound of gongs and drums stretched for more than a hundred li. When the army reached Xindian, the rebels had already set up their formation and sent out light cavalry. Guo Ziyi sent two detachments to pursue them. When the rebels sent more cavalry, he sent twice as many troops, but they all returned before reaching the enemy's camp. Finally, the rebels sent 200 cavalry to attack the army, but they retreated without fighting. Guo Ziyi sent his whole army to pursue them and penetrated the enemy's camp. The rebels spread out their two wings to surround the imperial army, and the imperial army retreated. Li Siye led the Uyghurs to attack from the rear. The dust was flying, and arrows were shooting at the enemy. The rebels were shocked and shouted, "The Uyghurs are coming!" Then they were completely defeated, and the dead bodies were lying all over the road. Yan Zhuang and others fled to Luoyang, escorted An Qingxu across the Yellow River to defend Xiangzhou, and the eastern capital was recaptured. Then all the prefectures and counties in Hedong, Hexi, and Henan were pacified. For his meritorious service, Guo Ziyi was promoted to the Minister of Rites and enfeoffed as the Duke of Dai, with a fief of a thousand households. When he entered the court, the emperor sent an army to welcome him at Bashang and said to him, "The restoration of the country is due to your efforts." Guo Ziyi bowed his head to express his gratitude. An imperial edict was issued for him to return to the eastern capital to plan a northern expedition. 

In the first year of the Qianyuan era, Guo Ziyi defeated the rebels on the Yellow River, captured An Shouzhong and presented him to the court. Then he went to the capital. An imperial edict was issued for all the officials to welcome him at Changle Post Station. The emperor waited for him on Wangchun Tower. He was promoted to the Chief Minister of the Secretariat. The emperor then issued an edict to mobilize the troops of nine military governors to attack An Qingxu. Since both Guo Ziyi and Li Guangbi had made great contributions, it was difficult for one to be subordinate to the other. So only Yu Chao'en was appointed as the Supervisor of the Army and the Commissioner for Pacification, and no supreme commander was appointed. 

Guo Ziyi crossed the Yellow River from Xingyuan and besieged Weizhou.  An Qingxu divided his troops into three armies. Before the battle, Guo Ziyi selected 3,000 excellent archers and hid them inside the wall, instructing them, "When I pretend to retreat, the enemy will surely storm the camp. Then you should shout and shoot at them." During the battle, Guo Ziyi feigned retreat.  When the enemy approached the camp, the hidden archers opened fire, and the arrows rained down.  The enemy was shocked and terrified. The imperial army then advanced in an orderly and vigorous manner, beheading 40,000 enemies, seizing hundreds of thousands of sets of armor and helmets, capturing An Qinghe, and recapturing Weizhou.  They also fought at Chousigang and defeated the enemy.  They set up a series of camps and advanced to besiege Xiangzhou.  They diverted the Zhang River to flood the city. After two periods of time, the city still could not be taken.  Food ran out in the city, and people resorted to cannibalism.  An Qingxu sent a request for help to Shi Siming. Shi Siming came from Wei.  The vanguard troops of Li Guangbi, Wang Sili, Xu Shuji, and Lu Jue encountered him and fought in the south of Ye.  The two sides suffered similar losses. Lu Jue was hit by a stray arrow.  Guo Ziyi commanded the rear - guard and had not yet engaged in the battle.  Suddenly, a strong wind uprooted trees, and it became dark.  People could not see each other even within a short distance.  So the imperial army fled southward, and the enemy also retreated.  The fields were filled with military supplies and equipment.  The various military governors led their troops back.  Guo Ziyi led the Shuofang Army to defend Heyang and cut off the ferry bridge.  At that time, the imperial army was large in number but lacked unified leadership.  The troops looked at each other when advancing or retreating, and no one was solely responsible for achieving victory.  That was why they were defeated. An imperial edict was issued for him to stay in the eastern capital. Soon, he was changed to be the Marshal of the marching camps in the Eastern Capital Region, the Shannan East Circuit, and various areas in Henan.  Yu Chao'en had long been jealous of his achievements and thus slandered him. So the emperor summoned Guo Ziyi back. Then Prince Zhao was appointed as the Grand Marshal of the Nation's Troops, with Li Guangbi as his deputy, to take over the Shuofang Army from Guo Ziyi.  Although Guo Ziyi lost his command, he had no complaints and remained loyal to the court.  When Shi Siming captured the Yellow River and Luoyang areas again and the Western Rong tribes harassed the capital region, the emperor was deeply worried.  Then Guo Ziyi was appointed as the Jiedushi of Binning and Fufang but still remained in the capital.  Critics said that since Guo Ziyi had made great contributions to the country, it was inappropriate to place him in an unimportant position while the rebels were still causing trouble.  The emperor also realized this.  

In the early Shangyuan era, an imperial edict was issued for Guo Ziyi to be the Commander - in - Chief of the troops of all regions, with Guan Chongsi as his deputy. He was to lead the Yingwu and Weiyuan troops as well as the garrison troops from Hexi and Hedong, and march towards Fanyang via Binning, Shuofang, Datong, and Hengye Armies. However, after the edict was issued, it was obstructed and nullified by Yu Chao'en. The next year, Li Guangbi was defeated at Mangshan and lost Heyang. The year after that, there was a mutiny in Hezhong, and Li Guozhen was killed. In Taiyuan, Deng Jingshan was murdered. The court was worried that the two armies would join forces with the rebels. The young and newly - appointed generals had little prestige and were not reliable. So Guo Ziyi was appointed as the Commander of the marching camps in Shuofang, Hezhong, Beiting, and the prefectures of Lu, Yi, Ze, and Qin, and also as the Deputy Commander - in - Chief of Xingping and Dingguo. He was further enfeoffed as the Prince of Fenyang and stationed in Jiangzhou. At that time, the emperor was ill, and no courtier was allowed to see him. Guo Ziyi requested an audience, saying, "I am an old general who has received an order and will die on the battlefield. If I don't see Your Majesty, I won't be able to close my eyes." The emperor summoned him into his bedroom and said, "I entrust all the affairs in Hedong to you." Guo Ziyi sobbed with emotion. The emperor bestowed upon him imperial horses, silverware, and colorful silk. Additionally, he was given 90,000 bolts of silk and cloth. When Guo Ziyi arrived at his station, he executed dozens of the ringleaders such as Wang Yuanzhen. Xin Yunjing in Taiyuan also punished those who had harmed Deng Jingshan. All the garrison towns were awed. 

When Emperor Daizong ascended the throne, Cheng Yuanzhen thought he had contributed to the emperor. He was jealous of the veteran generals who were difficult to control and resorted to all sorts of schemes to sow discord. As a result, Guo Ziyi was removed from his position as the Deputy Commander - in - Chief, but his fief was increased by 700 households, and he was appointed as the Supervisor of Emperor Suzong's Mausoleum Project. Fearing that the slander against him would succeed, Guo Ziyi gathered more than a thousand imperial edicts bestowed by Emperor Daizong and presented them to the emperor to prove his loyalty. The emperor issued an edict saying, "I am unvirtuous, which has caused the ministers to worry. I am very ashamed. From now on, you don't have to have any doubts." Initially, the emperor and Guo Ziyi had pacified the two capitals and shared the country's hardships. By now, the emperor regretted his actions and treated Guo Ziyi with even greater kindness and respect. 

At that time, Shi Chaoyi still occupied Luoyang. The emperor intended to make Guo Ziyi the deputy of the Prince of Yong and lead an army on an eastern expedition. However, Yu Chao'en and Cheng Yuanzhen slandered him one after another, so the plan was aborted. Just then, Liang Chongyi rebelled, occupying Xiangzhou. Pugu Huai'en was stationed in Fenzhou. Secretly, he summoned the Uyghurs and Tibetans to invade the west of the Yellow River. They devastated Jingzhou, invaded
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