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On July 5, 2016, K-pop fans around the world went wild when they saw the first video teaser for BLACKPINK. They had been waiting for ages for top K-pop musical hitmakers YG to launch a new girl group, and they were not disappointed.

The video opened on four stunning women in black in a dance studio. From the first beat of Rihanna’s bass-heavy trap dance song, viewers knew they were seeing something special. Choreographed by dance superstar Parris Goebel, the four members of BLACKPINK—Rosé, Lisa, Jisoo, and Jennie—moved like they had been together for years, which they had.

While they didn’t sing a note, BLACKPINK were obviously stars. A little more than a month later, their debut single album Square One proved it.

Since their remarkable debut, the women of BLACKPINK have been topping charts and stealing hearts. With their diverse personalities, origin stories, and unique singing, dancing, and fashion styles, BLACKPINK has been giving fans lots to love about their girl crushes. Each song, each appearance, and each moment caught on camera showcases a new side of these complex, fashionable, and oh-so-accessible idols.

Learn more about the history, talent, and hard work that made this group of “instant sisters,” who love to sing and dance as much as they adore their terrific fans, the BLINKS.

<An “idol” in K-pop is an artist who trained for years and has a successful debut and devoted fans.>


The Story Behind the Name

The name BLACKPINK refers to how the members’ sweet, feminine side mixes with a tough, edgy attitude. “Pink is commonly used to portray prettiness, but BLACKPINK actually means to say that: ‘pretty isn’t everything,’” explained a representative of YG Entertainment, the company that formed the group and manages them. “It also symbolizes that they are a team that encompasses not only beauty, but also great talent.”


The Story Behind the Lightstick

BLACKPINK’s unique combination of sweet and edgy shines through every aspect of their being: their fashion choices, their singing style, and even their fan lightstick—a pink hammer—which is both pretty and dangerous at the same time. The strength of these girls underneath their appearance challenges what people think women can be and encourages listeners to look beyond appearances.

True fans wave the official BLACKPINK pink and black light-up hammers at concerts and appearances to show their support.





Jisoo said in a 2018 V Live that it was difficult to figure out what their lightstick should be “because there are male fans, as well as female fans. For people of all ages and men and women alike, we wanted a design that would work for everyone.”
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<A “girl crush” is an aspirational crush. It means you want to be like the group members.>





About the Idols

[image: image]









BLACKPINK: The Music

[image: image]


These twentysomething idols are taking the world by storm, one heart-thumping beat at a time. BLACKPINK’s music is a fusion of loud, electropop beats combined with pop melodies and explosive rapping, underscored by confident dance moves. Working with YG producer Teddy Park, they have a genre-bending sound that keeps listeners and viewers on their toes. Their songs range from soft, acoustic ballads to edgy pop-R&B to catchy dance songs.

Lisa told the music magazine Billboard that she credits their intensive training process with helping the members develop their different styles: “We all tried rapping, we all tried singing, we all tried different kinds of styles and performances, so we naturally found our perfect spot.”




K-pop music features a fusion of multiple styles, including EDM, hip-hop, rock, R&B, and rap. K-pop songs are usually accompanied by tight choreography and striking dance moves. The cinematic music videos (MVs) are filled with symbolism, filmed in multiple locations with many costume changes, and often have a dramatic story line.








Member Profiles and Bios


Jisoo

(Kim Ji-Soo / 지수)

[image: image]


Role: Lead vocalist, Unni (eldest)

Birthplace: South Korea

Birthday: January 3, 1995

Zodiac sign: Capricorn

Animal sign: Year of the Pig

Languages spoken: Korean, Japanese, Chinese (Jisoo understands English, but she is often too shy to speak it in public.)

Favorite things: Playing video games, balancing things on her head, trying new foods

Personality: 4D

Nicknames: Chi Choo, Jichu

Signed as a trainee: July 2011

Fun fact: Jisoo believes in ghosts. She believes she has had many encounters with the spirit world. She and Lisa both agree there may have been a ghost living in the wardrobe room of their trainee house!

The term “4D” is Korean slang used to describe someone who has a unique personality.

When she was young, Jisoo loved singing in front of her family. They encouraged her to audition for YG Entertainment. In 2011, at the age of 16, Jisoo became a trainee studying music and performance. She also plays traditional South Korean drums.

In January of 2013, YG announced that Jisoo would be the first official member of their upcoming girl group. She is the Unni, or eldest member, and BLACKPINK’s “visual.” In K-pop terms, this means she is the official “face” of the group. The visual of a K-pop group often gets offered starring roles in TV shows, fellow artists’ MVs, commercials, and sponsored advertisements—and Jisoo is no exception. She appeared in Epik High’s “Spoiler” and “Happen Ending” in 2014; Hi Soohyun’s MV “I’m Different;” and in the South Korean TV drama Producer.

Jisoo is considered the 4D of the group because of her quirky personality and goofy antics on- and off-camera. Although she is also the eldest member of the group, she is the maknae (youngest) sibling in her own family. Jisoo doesn’t share much publicly about her parents or her older brother and sister.

Jisoo loves to play games. She and Jennie can often be found playing Overwatch together. Jisoo even got her own gaming room in the BLACKPINK vacation house. Lisa is always after Jisoo to lay off the video games, but Jisoo defends her right to play.




Jisoo’s favorite BLACKPINK song is “Forever Young.” She told Billboard, “Every time I listen to it, it refreshes me. Whenever I’m down, it makes me happy.”









Jennie

(Kim Jennie / 제니)
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Role: Rapper, Vocalist

Birthplace: South Korea, but she spent five years in New Zealand

Birthday: January 16, 1996

Zodiac sign: Capricorn

Animal sign: Year of the Rat

Languages spoken: Korean, English, and Japanese

Favorite things: Jennie loves animals! She has a white cocker spaniel named Kai and a brown Pomeranian named Kuma. She also loves to cook and enjoys making crafts.

Personality: Bubbly, aegyo (cute)

Nicknames: Human Chanel, YG Princess

Signed as a trainee: August 2010

Fun fact: For Jennie’s birthday in 2018, BLINKS across the world tweeted #shiningjennieday, making it a top ten hashtag! One dedicated fan even sprang for a costly billboard takeover in Times Square!

Jennie is a trend-setting fashionista with impeccable style. As fans know, she loves Chanel so much that she became a brand ambassador for Chanel Korea in 2018. Lisa and Jennie both love clothes: “We can’t go shopping together,” said Jennie in an interview with Billboard. “We are no good for each other. We can’t stop each other.”

An only child, Jennie was ten years old when her parents sent her to New Zealand to study abroad. There she became fluent in English. After a few years, Jennie’s mom took her to Florida to enroll in a new school. But Jennie had other dreams—she wanted to learn how to sing, dance, and become an entertainer. She told her mother, “Instead of going to a new school, why don’t I come home and do something I want to do for the rest of my life?”

After auditioning for YG Entertainment, she became a trainee in 2010 at age fourteen. Because she was fluent in English and could speak quickly, YG helped her focus on her rapping skills. She became well-known as a trainee after an appearance in G-Dragon’s music video and appeared in several other MVs before she debuted with BLACKPINK.

Jennie was the first BLACKPINK member to release her own single, “SOLO,” in 2019. The ode to being self-reliant debuted at #3 on Billboard ’s World Digital Song Sales chart, soon rising to #1. YG plans on rolling out solo projects for all of the members, which Jennie believes strengthens them as a group as “it allows us to expand our music range,” she told the Hollywood Reporter. “And so, as all of our members have their own personality, taste in music, and style, it’ll be great if we can showcase all of our individual strengths through these solo projects.”




Jennie’s favorite BLACKPINK song is “Ddu-Du Ddu-Du.” She told Billboard, “That song brought back my confidence—fans will support you no matter what you do, as long as you enjoy it, and I like what I’m doing.”









Rosé

(Park Chaeyoung / Roseanne Park / 박채영)
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Role: Main vocalist

Birthplace: New Zealand, but she was raised in Australia

Birthday: February 11, 1997

Zodiac sign: Aquarius

Animal sign: Year of the Ox

Languages spoken: English, Korean, and Japanese

Favorite things: Singing, playing piano and guitar, drawing

Personality: Shy

Nicknames: Rosie, Pasta

Signed as a trainee: May 2012

Fun fact: She has five ear piercings, but no tattoos, because YG artists are not allowed to get them.

Rosé was born in New Zealand and moved to Melbourne, Australia, when she was seven years old. From a young age, Rosé had a passion for music. She grew up singing in her room, accompanying herself on guitar. “In Australia, I didn’t think that there was much of a chance for me to become a singer—especially to become a K-pop star . . . I was living so far from the country that it never really occurred to me as a possibility,” she told the Sydney Morning Herald.

When her dad heard YG was holding open auditions in Australia in 2012, he suggested she try out. Her mother disagreed, which led to several heated family arguments about whether or not she should go. Ultimately Rosé’s parents bought her a ticket and she flew across the country to Sydney to audition. The competition was fierce, but Rosé’s sweet, earnest voice and beauty earned her the top spot in the auditions. Within two months, at age sixteen, she left home to live in the dorms in South Korea and joined YG
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