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Congratulations! If you are picking up this book, then you (or someone close to you) must be a high school student getting ready for college. Perhaps you have been anticipating and looking forward to this moment for years. Or maybe you find the thought of college visits, applications, essays, and interviews about as appealing as taking a math test “just for fun.” Wherever you fall on the spectrum of college-planning excitement, rest assured that this book will arm you with the tools you need (including the occasional pep talk!) to land at the school that is right for you.

I have been helping high school students apply to college for over a decade. I first became interested in the application process after I graduated from college and took a position in the admissions office at Dartmouth, where I had been a student. When I left to attend graduate school a few years later, families began to approach me with questions about navigating the confusing maze of college admissions and financial aid. Since that time, I have shepherded many students and parents through the application process and have seen firsthand how stressful it can be. Some people think I am crazy for picking a career path that requires me to go through the college application process every year! However, I wouldn’t trade one minute of it for the profound satisfaction I experience when my students are accepted to schools that will truly allow them to thrive. Every time I get updates from students about college experiences that opened doors for them, I know that all the application stress was worth it.

With competition for admissions to college at an all-time high, the media consistently publishes gloomy articles about how students need a perfect GPA or a perfect jump shot to get into a decent college these days. In turn, guidance counselors and college-prep books often focus on the academic superstars, the straight-A students who have their sights set only on the Ivy League. But what about the good students—the ones who go to class, do their homework, get good grades, and still want to have a life that doesn’t completely revolve around school? What happens to students with Bs or even the occasional C on their transcript? If you are feeling disheartened or even doomed when it comes to getting into a good college, this book is for you.
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WHO IS THIS BOOK FOR?
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I wrote this book because I want every college applicant to have fantastic college options and the know-how to put together a winning application. Forget everything that you’ve read about how impossible it is to get into college these days. You do not need to be superhuman or well connected to go to a good school. There are literally hundreds of colleges for students like you just waiting to be discovered.

Is this book only for students with B+ GPAs? Of course not. When I talk about B+ students, I am referring to students who work hard and do well in school but may not have a “perfect” transcript or a 2400 on the SAT. These capable students sometimes feel discouraged by their guidance counselors or the media, even though they get good grades. You don’t have to be in the running for valedictorian to complete a college application that shows what you have to offer.
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
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The following chapters cover everything a high school student needs to know about applying to college. I start by discussing some of the different paths that students take to find the colleges that are right for them—the best names, the best deals, and everything in between. Don’t know what you want to study or what type of academic environment is ideal for you? Don’t worry. This book has lots of advice on how to identify your college priorities and find colleges that will truly allow you to flourish. Want to go to an Ivy League school but don’t think that a student without a 4.0 can get in? Relax. This book gives you the scoop on how to bypass the ultracompetitive admissions processes at schools like Harvard and the University of Pennsylvania through their under-the-radar programs, which are easier to get into, cheaper to attend, and still award you that big-name degree.

Once you have identified the full range of terrific college options at your disposal, this book will walk you through the application process so that you can understand how colleges make admissions decisions and how to maximize your chances of putting together an application that showcases what you have to offer. Confused about whether to apply early decision and early action? No clue how to write a compelling college essay? Need to painlessly beef up your extracurricular profile? If so, keep reading. These pages will answer all of these questions and more with helpful worksheets, questionnaires, and “action steps.” The last chapter of this book also provides some tips for parents. The appendixes offer a detailed college admissions timeline for high school juniors and seniors, suggestions for getting into a top college through a “side door,” and a list of colleges to consider.

Just because your transcript isn’t perfect does not mean that you can’t find the “perfect” college that will allow you to thrive. Let the journey begin!
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Finding your Dream U. is like finding a great doctor, personal trainer, or significant other: it’s all about compatibility. Some students start the college search process with strong, clear priorities, while others are more flexible or need time to decide what they want from a school. No one path is better than any other. If you grew up dreaming of becoming a meteorologist or a novelist, this book can help you find the best college to get you on that track. If you have no idea what you want to do with your life, do not panic. This book will guide you in finding colleges that can help you identify your passions while giving you a terrific, broad liberal arts education.
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SIX DIFFERENT PRIORITIES, SIX DIFFERENT PATHS TO COLLEGE ACCEPTANCE
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High school students today are bombarded with media stories about how valedictorians and class presidents are being turned away from top colleges in record numbers. If you’re not at the top of your class, you might find yourself having regular nightmares about college rejection letters. To help you sleep better at night, I want to begin this book with stories of six students and the six different paths they took to find their dream schools. To protect their privacy, I changed their names and some personal details, but these stories are real. You may discover that you instantly relate to one of these students, or you may see parts of yourself in a few of them. Even though each student falls into a different category in terms of college priorities, they all rose above some flaw on their transcripts and ended up at a fantastic college.

PATH #1: THE BRAND-NAME SHOPPER

The title says it all: a brand-name shopper is someone who cares about labels—whether it’s Calvin Klein or Columbia University. When it comes to choosing a college, brand-name shoppers prioritize a college’s name recognition and prestige over things like size, location, and the school’s particular academic departments. Brand-name shoppers are not necessarily superficial people; they simply believe that the best way to get a return on their college investment is to choose a school with instant name recognition. Though most students factor college rankings and other measures of prestige into their decisions, brand-name shoppers put the college’s reputation above all else when making decisions about where to go to school.

Amy from Princeton, New Jersey, is a classic brand-name shopper. Amy begins her junior year with a 3.2 GPA at a competitive college-prep high school. She goes to class and generally does her schoolwork, but she also has been known to put the books away when one of her friends needs to talk after a big fight with her mom. Comments like “talks too much in class” and “easily distracted” have haunted Amy’s progress reports since middle school.

Early in the second semester of her junior year, Amy meets with her guidance counselor to talk about possible colleges. She is crushed to hear how dismissive her counselor is of her chances at a great college because of her grades. For the first time, Amy feels emotional about her academics. She looks down at the list of colleges her guidance counselor selected for her—a blend of second-rate state schools and a few local, nonselective private campuses—and feels like the last kid to get picked for dodge ball. As her red eyes scan the tear-streaked piece of paper, a single thought repeats itself in her mind: I am better than this.

The next day Amy vows to turn things around. With her SATs four weeks away, she cancels plans with her friends and lets the phone ring in order to study. Her grades steadily improve and she finishes her junior year with more A-s and B+s than she ever got before. In June, she receives the results of her SATs: 620 in critical reading, 580 in math, and 560 in writing. Not terrible, but Amy knows that she needs to do better to get into a prestigious college.

Amy finds the answer to her prayers a few months later when hanging out with her neighbor Sandra, who is home from college during summer vacation. Sandra is about to start her junior year at Vanderbilt University in Nashville and has always been a strong advocate of going to a college with good weather. She asks Amy if she has ever heard of the Oxford College program at Emory University. According to Sandra, the Oxford College program is easier to get into than the other undergraduate programs at Emory University, but all of the students still graduate with the same prestigious degree.

Later that day, Amy does some research on Oxford College, located thirty-five miles from the main Emory University campus. The two-year program gives students a supportive, liberal arts education and allows them to transfer to the “regular” bachelor’s degree program at the Emory College of Arts and Sciences and complete their studies on the main campus. Amy’s heart starts to race when she sees the admissions statistics: 44 percent of applicants to Oxford College get in! Sandra was right—it is easier to get accepted to Oxford than to the Emory College of Arts and Sciences, even though these students eventually all graduate with a bachelor’s degree from Emory University in four years. Amy immediately makes plans to visit the school.

Applying to the Oxford College program at Emory University makes sense for Amy because she is a brand-name shopper, and this program gives her the best shot at getting a prestigious degree. Luckily, Emory is not the only school with one of these “side door” programs. Many prestigious colleges—including Ivy League schools like Harvard, Columbia, and the University of Pennsylvania—have separate undergraduate programs with more relaxed admissions criteria than they use for their liberal arts students.

If you’re a brand-name shopper, make sure to read appendix B, Getting into a Top College Through the Side Door, where I give the scoop on these under-the-radar programs.

PATH #2: THE SPECIAL AGENT

LeBron James, Bill Gates, and Lady Gaga all have one thing in common—they each identified a passion early on in life. While these people are cultural icons, you don’t have to be a prodigy to have a passion. We all know people who profess that they were “born to be” something—the chef who grew up helping her mother in the kitchen or the doctor who loved volunteering at a hospital in high school. These people identified their dreams early and never deviated from that path. Similarly, the special agent is someone who approaches the college search with a clear, focused goal.

Julia, a student at Niles Township High School in Skokie, Illinois, is a great example of a special agent because she knows exactly what she wants to study in college. Ever since her first camping trip as a Girl Scout in elementary school, Julia has been enamored with the environment and has consistently dedicated herself to environmental causes. Among other things, she refuses to drink bottled water, shops almost exclusively at thrift shops, convinced her parents to update the insulation in their house, and can often be found going from room to room unplugging the appliances that are not actively in use.

Julia knows that she wants to be an environmental advocate and is open to professional paths in nonprofit organizations, public policy, law, or journalism. To prepare for any of these careers, Julie is looking for a college with a strong environmental studies department and a thriving green culture. In the summer before her junior year of high school, she decides to educate herself on her college options. One of the first things that Julia does is a simple Google search using the words green campus, which pulls up rankings from respectable organizations like the Sierra Club and familiar blogs like Treehugger.com. Julia instantly recognizes that some of the colleges on these lists—Harvard, Yale, Dartmouth, and Columbia, for example—are too selective. Others—the University of New Hampshire, the University of Vermont, UCLA, and the University of Colorado—are too big for her tastes.

Eliminating these two categories—the schools that are too selective and too big—leaves Julia with a manageable, preliminary college list that includes Oberlin, Hampshire, Bates, Smith, Bard, Lewis and Clark, and Reed. Robin, Julia’s good friend from the Environmental Awareness Club, suggests that she also look at Mills College in California.

After she finishes up her final exams in June, Julia heads out to Oberlin where she really falls in love. The school is the perfect blend of passion and whimsy—where activists mix freely with the actors and singers. Julia can easily picture herself passing the hours at Oberlin’s Adam Joseph Lewis Center, which is dedicated to green living and learning. Her eyes light up as she peruses the course catalog; at least a dozen environmental studies courses interest her, and the Oberlin faculty seem to be pioneers in the sustainability movement. The Ohio location also feels like a good match for Julia’s midwestern sensibilities. Because Oberlin is selective, she realizes that she is going to have to do everything she can to submit the best application possible.

The next step for Julia—and for all students who want to maximize their chances of getting into their dream schools—is to do her best to make a connection with the admissions office and demonstrate interest in the college. There are many ways to do this, including visiting the campus overnight, signing up for an interview, attending information sessions when the Oberlin representative comes to visit her high school, and following up with a short, polite email to the admissions officer. The purpose of this personal contact is threefold: (1) by getting as much information as possible about the particular application process at her dream school, Julia will find out how best to present herself when she applies; (2) making a positive impression on the person reading her application won’t hurt; and (3) colleges respond to students who make their passion for their campuses clear. Read chapter 3, Getting a Good Gut Feeling, for tips on how to make a personal connection with admissions officers.

PATH #3: THE ATMOSPHERIST

Aesop told a famous fable about the country mouse and the city mouse, describing how each mouse is suited to its particular environment. If they were high school students looking at colleges, these mice would be great examples of atmospherists, who prioritize the campus environment above all else in their college search. They absolutely know that they want to be in a certain type of school—a large, urban university like UCLA; a small, rural liberal arts college like Colgate; or a medium-sized suburban campus like Brandeis University. Or maybe they’re huge sports fans who want a school with a big, packed football stadium on game day like the University of Alabama or Michigan State. Perhaps they want a particular educational philosophy, such as a women’s college or an HBCU (historically black college/university). Atmospherists put the type and location of the school above all else in their college search.

Juan, a student in the top 20 percent of his class at a well-regarded private school in St. Louis, is a great example of an atmospherist. Juan lives in tight jeans, memorizes the weekly live music listings in the local alternative newspaper, and can provide detailed critiques of the art house movie theaters in town. Juan’s dream school is NYU for obvious reasons. Unfortunately, while Juan has always been one of the top students in his English courses and is strong in history and French, he knows that his C+ in math is going to cost him at a top school like NYU.

Juan begins his search by listing colleges located in cities in which he could be happy for four years—New York is his absolute first choice, followed by Boston; Washington, DC; Los Angeles; and Chicago.

Here’s his list of schools:


    •  New York: Columbia, NYU, Fordham, Hunter College

    •  Boston: Harvard, MIT, Boston University, Northeastern University

    •  DC: Georgetown, George Washington, American University

    •  Los Angeles: UCLA, USC, UCSD (University of California at San Diego), Occidental College

    •  Chicago: University of Chicago, Loyola



Because he is enrolled in mostly honors classes at a challenging, college-prep high school, Juan is hoping that his overall GPA will be looked at in context when it comes to the college admissions process. He also knows that being a Mexican-American might help him at colleges that are looking to enroll a diverse applicant pool. Though he hasn’t yet taken the SATs, Juan is confident that he’ll score well based on his PSAT results (640 on critical reading, 610 on math, and 700 on writing) and the fact that he has always been a strong test taker. Still, even if he nails the SATs, Juan rules out Columbia, Harvard, MIT, Georgetown, or the University of Chicago based on their selectivity. UCLA, USC, and NYU will each be tough, but he might have a shot if he can get his SATs where they need to be, writes a great essay, and gets stellar teacher recommendations. Juan’s better bets include Hunter, Fordham, Boston University, Northeastern, George Washington, American, Occidental, UCSD, and Loyola.

When Juan meets with his guidance counselor to talk about a preliminary college list, his counselor suggests that he also look at the University of Miami in Florida. Though he had never considered Miami, Juan likes the size and feel of the school when he visits over spring break. He decides to apply to NYU early decision and to the University of Miami early action, figuring that he will hopefully have one college acceptance by December of his senior year. Because they are both big campuses in great cities, Juan knows that he will be happy at either school.

Applying to colleges with the right combination of early admissions policies helps Juan minimize his stress and maximize his chances of getting into his dream school. All students should understand the benefits of early decision, early action, and other types of early admissions programs. Chapter 6, Making the Most of Early Admissions Policies, gives you all the information you need to make the right decision about applying early.

PATH #4: THE SIZEIST

As the name implies, sizeists are students who emphasize the size of the school in their college search. Sizeists know that they learn best in a particular type of classroom. Do you learn more and get better grades in classes where you have a relationship with your teacher? Do you respond to teachers who are more involved in giving you feedback? Do you find class discussion especially rewarding? If you answered yes to any of these questions, you might benefit from a small college that promotes seminar-style classes taught by professors. Do you learn more from reading the textbook on your own than you do from being in the classroom? Do you hate talking in class or think that group discussions can be a waste of time? If you answered yes to any of these questions, you might prefer a large university with lectures that encourage students to be independent learners.

Carrie, a student at a public school outside of San Diego, is a classic sizeist. Growing up as the third of five girls in a traditional Irish-Catholic family, Carrie has always been described as the sensitive one in her family, a title that she earned from years of deep attachment to parents, siblings, babysitters, and friends. Naturally, Carrie’s emphasis on her relationships extends to her life at school. Though the most common letter on her Poway High School transcript is a B+, the upper and lower range of her grades can generally be explained by her feelings about the teacher. That A in tenth-grade World History? Dr. Van Wie was the best teacher ever—incredibly kind, unusually fashionable, and she could draw a perfect map of medieval Europe on the blackboard freehand. The D in Marching Band freshman year? Mr. Demetrio caught her texting her friend Natalie and had it in for her. Carrie figured that there was no point in going to that class since Mr. Demetrio already hated her and probably wouldn’t notice since there were so many students in the band.

When it comes to college, there are only four letters that Carrie knows: UCSD (University of California at San Diego). Both her parents are alumni, and her two older sisters, who still come home every week for the family Sunday dinner, are currently enrolled there. When the dinner table discussion turns to the topic of college in the winter of Carrie’s junior year, she is surprised when her sisters suggest she look at some smaller schools. For the first time, Carrie considers that she might be happier at a college where she can get to know her professors and get involved in class discussions.

Later that week, Carrie uses the College Board website to search for small liberal arts colleges within five hundred miles of zip code 92064. She eliminates some of the fifty or so results based on selectivity and ends up with a list of schools with names that sound at least somewhat familiar: Chapman, Whittier, Occidental, Loyola Marymount, Concordia, Pepperdine, and San Diego Christian College.

A few weeks later, Carrie and her mother set out on their college visits. At Pepperdine, Carrie’s tour guide talks about the wonderful dinner invitations that faculty members regularly extend. At Occidental, Carrie sits in on a psychology class with just six students and the professor where everyone calls each other by first name. The only school she doesn’t like is San Diego Christian College because it is too small—fewer than five hundred students total.

Carrie ultimately decides that Pepperdine is her first choice, both for its intimate campus atmosphere and its Christian affiliation. Since Pepperdine doesn’t have an early decision or early action program, Carrie decides to apply to seven schools regular decision: Pepperdine, Occidental, Chapman, Whittier, Loyola Marymount, Concordia, and, of course, UCSD, which she keeps on her list just in case.

Sizeists like Carrie benefit most from campus visits that allow them to get a sense of the academic experience at different colleges. Though it is not always possible to visit every school on your college list, sizeists should make a point of visiting campuses while classes are in session instead of in the summer or during holidays. In chapter 3, Getting a Good Gut Feeling, I provide lots of tips for campus visits.

PATH #5: THE CHILL PILL

There are many different reasons that students don’t get perfect grades in high school. Some could probably be straight-A students if they really tried, but they have neither the drive nor the discipline to get perfect grades in every course. Others struggle in certain subjects like math or English but do well in the classes they genuinely enjoy. And then there are the students who have to work hard and put in extra hours to get Bs. For whatever reason, good grades just don’t come easily to them. These students—I call them the chill pills—are better suited to colleges with less demanding, more supportive academic environments. When it comes to academic stress, less is more for them.

Elizabeth, a chill pill at a high school near Dallas, knows that she will do best at a college with a reasonable academic workload. School has always been a source of stress for Elizabeth. In third grade, she started to get painful headaches whenever she had an exam or report due. By middle school, her stress headaches were constant during midterms and finals. Over time, Elizabeth learned to cope with them. Now in high school, she is resolved to doing her best in school even if she rarely makes it to the top of her class.

In her junior year, Elizabeth takes a trip to Boston to visit her academic idol—her close friend and cousin, Alice, a freshman at MIT. Though they have always been close, Alice and Elizabeth are very different kinds of students. In high school, Alice earned perfect grades and SAT scores, won all kinds of awards for math and science, and was captain of the varsity fencing team. Instead of feeling jealous of her cousin’s seemingly effortless accomplishments, Elizabeth loves being Alice’s biggest cheerleader.

When she gets to MIT, Elizabeth is surprised by how much pressure Alice is under. She spends most of the weekend studying, and Elizabeth is forced to tour Boston by herself. Figuring that she might as well be productive, Elizabeth heads over to Boston University for a campus tour. It would be fun to go to a college close to Alice—assuming she ever stops studying.

Elizabeth makes it to the BU Admissions Office just in time to grab one of the last seats at the “Meet Boston University” information session. There, she learns about Boston University’s College of General Studies (CGS), a supportive two-year program in liberal arts where professors teach seminar-like classes and provide a nurturing environment. After two years, CGS students transfer to one of BU’s undergraduate colleges where they pursue the courses required for their major and graduate with a bachelor’s degree.

Elizabeth decides to head over to CGS to see for herself. Before she gets too far, she is greeted by a familiar voice belonging to Brian, a family friend from Texas. Elizabeth and Brian spend the next two hours walking around campus and catching up. By the time he gets around to describing the CGS workload—“Not a piece of cake but easier than high school in a lot of ways because you have less time in class and more time to study”—Elizabeth is sold on the College of General Studies program at BU. She especially likes the little touches that indicate a supportive environment, like how CGS does not allow midterms and finals from different classes to be scheduled on the same day. Elizabeth decides that she is going to use CGS as a yardstick with which to compare other schools. This is a program where she can get a good education without killing herself to survive academically.

Because colleges don’t necessarily measure or advertise how much stress their students are under, chill pills like Elizabeth need to do their homework to find the right school. The best resources for chill pills are current students who can give them the real scoop on their academic experiences. Unlike tour guides whose job it is to represent the university in a positive light, students like Elizabeth’s friend Brian are happy to give her a more balanced perspective. If you don’t know anyone at a particular college, statistics like transfer rates and percentages of students on academic probation may provide some insight into the overall level of academic difficulty at the school. Chapter 2, Building a College List, breaks down the various sources of information that students can use to get the scoop on different campuses.

PATH #6: THE BARGAIN HUNTER

With skyrocketing tuition price tags and unprecedented levels of student debt, you don’t have to be living below the poverty line to be concerned about college costs. Maybe you’re a hardworking, middle-class student who doesn’t want to graduate with mortgage-sized student loans before you’ve even gone on your first job interview. Maybe you know that you want to go to graduate school and would like your education budget to stretch beyond the four years it takes to get a bachelor’s degree. Maybe you are a millionaire who would prefer a college that offers a good education at a reasonable price. Whatever the circumstances, students who put cost at the top of their college search criteria can be considered bargain hunters.

When it comes to college, Jack, a middle-class student in Queens, New York, is looking for the most affordable option. As the oldest of three children living with their single mother, Jack grew up doing lots of little things to save or earn money—he gets books from the library, brings lunch to school, and is the go-to snow shoveler in his neighborhood. Jack’s frugality paid off when he was able to buy himself a reliable used car with savings from his after-school job at Fun Zone, the children’s party center where he was recently promoted to shift manager.

One night toward the end of his sophomore year, Jack and his mother talk seriously for the first time about paying for college. Jack has always figured that he would get financial aid because his mother’s income as a pediatric nurse isn’t enough to cover the cost of college and raising three children in an expensive city like New York. However, Jack is disappointed to learn that his financial aid might be limited when colleges take his father’s earnings into account—even though Jack’s father lives in Memphis and has made it clear that his financial priorities lie elsewhere.

Before he applies to college, Jack decides to educate himself about the financial aid process. He attends a financial aid information session at the local library and consults his guidance counselor about his options. They come up with two lists. The first is filled with public schools that offer discounted tuition for in-state residents: four schools that belong to the State University of New York (SUNY) system—Binghamton, Albany, Stonybrook, and Purchase—and three City University of New York (CUNY) schools—Hunter, Queens, and Brooklyn colleges. The second list is informed by a quick search on the College Board website that turns up 294 four-year colleges within two hundred miles of his hometown that offer merit scholarships. Jack narrows down the list to six schools—St. Joseph’s College, Manhattanville College, Marist College, Adelphi University, College of New Rochelle, and St. Johns University—based on his guidance counselor’s knowledge of where students from his high school with similar GPAs have gotten merit scholarships in the past.

Jack leaves the meeting feeling empowered. He starts working on the itinerary for his college visits over the summer. As a bargain hunter, Jack doesn’t want to get too attached to a particular school early on because he knows that he won’t be able to compare the actual cost of attendance at the colleges on his list until he applies for aid and gets his financial aid award letters. Chapter 11, Paying for College, outlines everything bargain hunters need to know about the different types of financial aid for college.
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CHOOSING YOUR OWN ADVENTURE
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Amy, Julia, Juan, Carrie, Elizabeth, and Jack had very different approaches to finding colleges that would fit their needs. However, these students share one important thing in common: they recognized their priorities early and conducted a focused college search. Some of you will immediately identify with one of these students, while others will recognize parts of yourselves in a few of these stories. If you love the idea of joining a fraternity in college, but you also want to go to a school where you can get to know your professors, you might be an atmospherist and a sizeist. If prestige is your thing but you don’t want to work too hard, you probably identify with the brand-name shopper and the chill pill. If you prioritize affordability and you know exactly what you want to study, you can relate to both the bargain hunter and the special agent.

But what if you have absolutely no idea what you want to study or what type of campus best suits you? You are not the only teenager out there who is confused about the future. The next chapter will walk you through the process of how to identify your college priorities and start to put together a list of schools that meet your needs.
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Generations of scholars and experts have taught us that good decision making is rooted in facts and reason. Our society puts so much emphasis on the superiority of rational thought that we often refer to rational thinking as the thing that separates humans from animals. However, psychologists and neuroscientists who study the human brain have discovered that we use both reason and emotions in good decision making, whether we’re choosing a new shirt or a new car. Reason helps us to narrow down our options (price, style, color, and so on), and our emotions guide us in making the ultimate selection; when choosing from different options, we’ll usually buy the shirt that makes us feel happiest in the dressing room or avoid the used car whose rattle makes us feel anxious during the test drive. The best decisions are made up of two equally important parts: (1) thoughtfully considered, objective facts and (2) an honest assessment of how something makes us feel.

Ignoring either of these components can lead to decisions that we come to regret.

Choosing the right college is similar to any other important decision you will make in your life—you need to consider both the objective qualities of the college and how you feel when you visit the campus. Once you start talking to real college students about how they chose their particular school, you’ll meet plenty of disappointed people who ignored their emotions (“The only reason I came here was because it was the
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IDENTIFYING YOUR PRIORITIES






































































































































[image: ]
SEARCH ENGINE DATABASES
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STUDENT REVIEWS
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COLLEGE RANKINGS
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APPROACHING STRANGERS IN SWEATSHIRTS AND OTHER OLD-FASHIONED WAYS TO GET INFORMATION
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CAN I GET IN?
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PUTTING TOGETHER A COLLEGE LIST
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