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			Book Presentation: Independents Day by Lou Dobbs

			Book Abstract

			Independents Day is Dobbs’ rallying cry to the American people to take back the American political system from a too-powerful government and self-interested corporations. As free trade, crippling debt, and open borders threaten our position as a Superpower, our leaders only grow more arrogant and dismissive of the needs, values, and will of the citizens they claim to represent. The American dream is dimming for many due to economic insecurity, partisan divisiveness, and the widening gulf between the governed and their government. The rhetoric of our leaders no longer resembles the hopes of our people and it’s time for the public to reclaim its voice in the national dialogue. Dobbs shows how Americans need to shun the two-party political system and use their power as Independents to take back their country and demand a new vision for America that represents “we the people.”

			About the Author

			Lou Dobbs is the Peabody Award winning anchor and managing editor of CNN’s Lou Dobbs Tonight and the anchor of The Lou Dobbs Financial Report, a nationally syndicated news radio program. He is the bestselling author of War on the Middle Class and Exporting America and he recently won a Lifetime Achievement Emmy.

		


		
			Summary of Independents Day (Lou Dobbs)

			A Superpower Struggles

			Americans used to feel empowered by our status as the world’s only superpower. We were united in our pride that the American way prevailed over injustice. But our leaders seem to think our status as superpower will continue to assure our survival and success. They think our status grants us some kind of magical, supernatural dispensation that relieves us of the consequences of our actions. They are wrong.

			Although we are the world’s richest country, we are also the world’s biggest debtor nation with the biggest trade deficits. We are the world’s third largest oil producer, but also the biggest oil importer. Our economy’s GDP is impressive, but is being vigorously challenged by the European Union and China. Our workers are the most productive in the world, but the average worker earns less than a worker in Britain and Japan and due to free trade policies, wages in America continue to fall. These are just a few of the results of our leaders refusing to acknowledge our failings and limits.

			A Government For Sale

			The average cost of winning a House seat is $1.2 million and $10 million for a Senate seat. More than $2 billion will be spent on Campaign 2008 and what we’re likely to end up with is more of the same. It is up to the American people to take control of the direction of this country. The 2006 election was a hint of things to come with a mass voting out of politicians who supported the mismanagement of the war in Iraq while ignoring important issues like the economy, the effects of free trade, and border control.

			We can’t place all the blame on the media and politicians. Too many of us have lost sight of our country’s traditions, values, and responsibilities as citizens. We vote erratically and carelessly. Although 2006 was a great turnout, it still only represented 40% of registered voters. Many who refused to vote felt confident that our elites shared our values and views, but many of them are the ones who are attacking our country’s self-identity. We must realize that our destiny is neither guaranteed nor unconditional.

			Inflection Points

			The key to understanding what is needed to recapture our nation’s future is in our history of struggles and obstacles. An ability to recognize our failings honestly and learn from our accomplishments is crucial. America has always done best when it provides opportunity and supports the endeavors of the individual citizen. But now, institutions and special interests take priority and work for the sake of their own self-perpetuation at the expense of the individual. Their disregard for us is clearly seen through their values. We are constantly bombarded with a barrage of business and political scandals and disasters.

			This arrogance comes from a country that has been able to get away with an unreasonable exertion of power and control – even where there was no American interest, in some cases – since the post-WWII era. The effects of these events have multiplied to the extent that, in the last decade, they’ve snowballed out of control. Sex scandals, fear mongering, weapons of mass destruction, overly-aggressive military action, and blatant deceit all helped to set the foundation for the rise of misplaced power and the disregard for the common good of the people.

			Two Parties, No Choice

			When our forefathers put the Constitution together, they never imagined Americans going to the polls like sheep and pulling levers for partisan brands rather than candidates of character who reflect their values and interests. And they never imagined the awesome power that business and special interests hold over the process and results. Even when one party claims to take back Congress for the good of the people, as was done in 2006, we end up with more of the same.

			This country’s two-party political system is broken and no longer represents the will of the people, which was evident in the recent Gallup poll where Congress only received a 14% approval rating. While the parties bicker back and forth over their differences, the reality is that they are more alike than ever because of their dual dependence on the financial largesse of corporate America. The Democratic Leadership Council (DLC) and President Clinton made the Democrats as friendly to business as the Bush administration is. The Bush administration, with the help of its Republican Congress, has expanded the federal government with more entitlements than ever. And they both support free trade at the expense of working Americans.

			Today’s politician speaks to three groups; those in his/her state/district, the media, and lobbyists/special interests. But the lobbyists and special interests group is the only one with which they do more listening than speaking. They are the equivalent of middle-men between corporations and the law-making process and basking in the media spotlight is much more important to them than dealing with the issues of, or even spending time in, their state/district. They go back and forth on issues like gay marriage, flag burning, evolution, and gun control while ignoring the plummeting value of the dollar, jobs going overseas, or the degrading quality of our public schools. In 2008, they expect voters to acquiesce to the big money campaigns once again.

			The Rise of the Independents

			Despite what Americans are registered to vote as, most of them fall into the moderate realm of the political spectrum. The number of Americans who identify themselves as Independent voters is on the rise and those who claim no party affiliation at all is now almost 32%, an eight-point increase since the 2004 election. Republican voters are sick of being dictated to by a small but powerful group of extreme religious right wingers and voting Democrats are tired of a party that seems unable to commit to a single principle and stick with it.

			But there is no centrist party to serve as a platform for reasonable, measured conversation because many voters don’t think it is possible. But, when the citizens of Connecticut re-elected Independent Joe Lieberman for the Senate in 2006, they showed us that we don’t have to stand for the unacceptable candidates that the two-party system imposes on us. The creation of a third, independent choice, one that has the concerns of American working people as its basis, is the way we can and must proceed.

			We should proceed with a populist mind. Populism, the opposite of elitism, is about putting the interests of the people first and is the only political philosophy whose every principle is embodied in the Constitution. Despite opponents’ attempts to dismiss it as irrelevant, the populist movement was the origin of the direct election of U.S. senators and our modern progressive income tax system. In this time when group and identity politics, corporatism, and globalism dominate our political systems and processes, populism is our best hope of creating a sufficiently powerful countervailing force. As liberalism and conservatism lose ideological meaning, the American people are confronted with an opportunity to make things right through a populist-focused third party.

			The Imperious Presidency

			While everyone is eagerly anticipating a new President in 2008, we need to be mindful that a change of President isn’t an assurance of betterment. A lot will be determined by whether or not the person elected continues on the current path of unheard of presidential power. The power of the White House has grown to a point where our system of checks and balances has almost disappeared. In the same way that Bush squandered the support of the world after 9/11, he also squandered the political capital achieved through the 2004 re-election by politicizing every department of our federal government and reducing cabinet members to political functionaries.

			This administration has manipulated data, people, and even legislation to achieve their goals at home and abroad. Signing papers are what a president uses to raise objections to particular elements of bills and define those elements that he will not recognize as lawful and binding on the executive branch. Bush has more than 800 signing statements. This is more than the total number of signing statements made by all the previous presidents in the entire history of our country combined.

			A Dangerous Path

			Our national debt has risen to $9 trillion, a new record high. Rising even faster than the national debt, our trade deficit stands at $6 trillion. Meanwhile, the quality of life for the vast majority of Americans is being assailed by ruinous free-trade policies, costly wars, and unchecked expansion of federal entitlement programs. More Americans are living in poverty while personal bankruptcies and mortgage foreclosures are at record levels. While corporate CEOs are making more money than ever, stock prices are declining, interest rates have risen, and the American dollar is weakening.

			Our government only enables this trend by supporting disastrous free trade policies, passing bills giving billions of tax dollars to oil and gas companies, and shoveling more into entitlement programs. At the same time, our national infrastructure is falling into decay and will cost an estimated $1.67 trillion to just meet “acceptable” levels. These are all signs of a Superpower on the edge. The Soviet Union
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