

  AUTHOR’S NOTE


  She’s Gone is a work of narrative nonfiction. The stories in this book have been recreated through many hours of research into court transcripts, newspaper articles, genealogy records, police evidence, and hundreds of other documents pertaining to these cases. Some of the conversations in this book are based on verbatim conversations found in these records. Other conversations and scenes are recreations based on records, transcripts, and interviews. During the research for this book, I interviewed family members and detectives where possible to establish both the family and the investigatory angles of the case.


  Through years of working on these five cases, I have come to know each of the women in this book. In Anna’s case, though her vocal neighbor and Anna’s family did their best, there was no one to speak out for Anna. More than a century after her disappearance, I feel a great sense of responsibility to do right by Anna by finally telling her story. I am honored to do so. Though Dorothy and Jean’s stories have been told before, I chose to include and repeat them here. Both of these women, born in different decades, were ahead of their time. Their stories, and the lessons within them, bear repeating. Agnes’s tragic disappearance has been touted as a honeymoon horror story, but it’s a deeply personal and cautionary tale of family devotion. Agnes is the story with which I started the book. Finally, from the moment I heard about Simone’s case, I knew I needed to include her in She’s Gone. The more people who can share her story, the more chance we have to bring Simone home where she belongs.
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  DOROTHY ARNOLD, 1910



   She bought half a pound of sweets at one place and a light novel at another and from that moment was gone from the ken of her whole circle of acquaintances as completely as though she had never existed.—Evening Times




  JANUARY 16, 1911: FLORENCE, ITALY


  “Where is Dorothy?” John repeated the question, lengthening each word as he raised his voice in frustration and anger.


  Junior denied knowledge of the young woman’s whereabouts. John could feel his rage rising, his fist uncontrollably clenching.


  In his peripheral vision, John glimpsed his mother, looking so small in her black veil, so overwrought with fear.


  His twenty-five-year-old sister, Dorothy, had been missing for more than a month. And although the man before him was almost twenty years her senior and useless as far as Dorothy’s family was concerned, Dorothy had been caught sneaking around and exchanging letters with him in recent months. It was true that Junior was in Italy when Dorothy disappeared in New York. Still, the family felt that Junior was hiding something from them.
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  John steadied his voice and looked Junior full in the eye before asking one last time.


  “Where is Dorothy?”


  But Junior only repeated his incessant denials. John could no longer contain his anger. He punched Junior square in the jaw and watched him fall to the floor. Searching Junior’s pockets, he found what he wanted—his sister’s letter.


  Moments later, John and his mother exited Junior’s hotel room, letter in hand, hoping to find a clue about Dorothy’s whereabouts. Little did they know that its contents would only spark more questions and lead to one of the greatest unsolved missing persons cases in New York City’s history.


  A SECRET GETAWAY


  The lobby of the Hotel Lenox filled with the low and pleasant laughter of a smiling young woman. She was decidedly good-looking, with grayish-blue eyes and dark brown hair swept up in a stylish pompadour. At twenty-five years old, she had never booked her own hotel room away from her family before. She was both giddy and nervous with excitement. Now as she perused the grand lobby, with its ornate columns and chandeliers, Miss Dorothy Arnold glanced at her escort.


  George Griscom Jr. was a decidedly older, portly man in his early forties. A regular at the hotel whenever he stayed in the Back Bay, Mr. Griscom had already reserved a room with a private bath for Miss Arnold. He was excited to share the city of Boston with Dorothy, but he meant to treat her respectfully. He planned to stay at the nearby Hotel Essex.


  Dorothy’s parents did not approve of George, who went by “Junior,” so the couple met secretly. His family came from old money and old New England stock like her family. Dorothy’s father respected men who made something of themselves; Junior, however, seemed content to vacation with his parents and enjoy leisurely club lunches.


  Whether she was simply itching for a taste of freedom or whether she truly held romantic feelings for Junior, Dorothy made a deliberate decision to deceive her parents in September 1910 in order to spend a weeklong secret getaway with him. Although Dorothy was not a teenager, she was treated as such during the time period in which she lived, and she felt the need to lie about her plans. Certainly, her parents never would have allowed such a clandestine encounter.
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  Their attitude was not considered strict in 1910. When a man was interested in a woman romantically, he traditionally visited her home under the watchful eyes of her family. Couples were encouraged to get to know one another in this way before they married. Unmarried women who accompanied men in public without a chaperone, however, were considered at worst whores and at best “charity girls”—girls who “put out” without payment. The idea of dating had been introduced only within the previous decade.


  Dorothy’s social position made her secret plan with Junior even riskier. She could cause great embarrassment for her family, damage her own reputation, and risk future marriage opportunities. At twenty-five years of age, Dorothy surely knew better, and forty-two-year-old Junior definitely knew better. Regardless, the pair decided to meet.


  One of Dorothy’s good friends and college chums, Theodora Bates, lived in Cambridge, a suburb of Boston. Dorothy’s plan was to secure her parents’ permission to spend the week visiting Theodora in Cambridge and instead meet Junior at the Lenox. Her parents agreed. Moreover, they sent Dorothy without a chaperone.


  The clerk behind the desk welcomed Dorothy and showed her where to sign the ledger. She provided her family’s home address while bellhops whisked her luggage to her room. At the time, rooms with private baths cost today’s equivalent of about $75 per day. With her allowance—a healthy sum of more than $3,000 per month in today’s economy—Dorothy could certainly afford her stay. She also pawned jewelry at the Collateral Loan Company on Boylston Street. For a gold watch and chain, two diamond rings, and two bracelets, they paid her today’s equivalent of $9,604.


  Dorothy and Junior enjoyed a carefree and indulgent week. They dined at the hotel and local restaurants, enjoyed nightly theater outings, and visited city shops. Witnesses claimed that the couple appeared cheerful and relaxed. Junior’s behavior toward Dorothy, according to hotel owner Lucius Boomer, “was beyond reproach.” He was a complete gentleman and never visited her hotel room.


  Dorothy checked out on Saturday, September 24, never divulging her secret week away. But secrets have a way of surfacing.


  THE PERFECT LIFE


  Born Dorothy Harriet Camille Arnold on July  1, 1886, in New York to Francis Rose Arnold and Mary Martha Parks Samuels, she boasted an impressive pedigree. Her father was a direct descendent of Mayflower passenger William Brewster, and her father’s sister married Supreme Court Justice Rufus Peckham. Her family’s money came from her father’s inheritance and his business, F. R. Arnold and Co. Perfume & Cologne Imports. The Arnolds were considered part of New York’s high society and listed on the New York Social Register. The family made their home on fashionable East Seventy-Ninth Street. They employed a live-in cook and two live-in maids.


  Dorothy was the second of four children: older brother, John; younger brother, D. Hinkley; and younger sister, Marjorie. Educated at the best schools, Dorothy spent her primary years at the Veltin Day School for Girls on West Seventy-Fourth Street, where French immersion started in kindergarten, and attended college at Bryn Mawr in Pennsylvania, where she graduated with a bachelor of arts in literature and language in 1905.


  MCCLURE’S


  Always a voracious reader and lover of language, Dorothy developed a passion for writing her own poems and stories while still a student. Upon graduation, she had become serious about a possible writing career and had tried writing various poems and short stories. In early 1910, she prepared a piece for publication.


  That spring, she submitted the completed story, “Poinsettia Flames,” to McClure’s—a political and literary magazine edited by Willa Cather. After receiving a quick rejection, Dorothy felt disheartened and dejected. She shared the disappointing news with her family, who teased her about her literary ambitions. Their mocking made Dorothy feel even worse.


  Undaunted, Dorothy began work on a second story. From then on, she conducted her writing correspondence through the general delivery window on Thirty-Fourth Street, away from the prying eyes of her family. She also decided that she needed her own writing space in order to perfect her craft. When Dorothy’s parents returned from their summer vacation in Maine that October, she asked her father to rent her an apartment in Greenwich Village—a bohemian section of the city known for housing the creative set. Her father said no.


  “A good writer can write anywhere,” he told her.


  Dorothy knew better than to ask again. Instead, she continued to work in secret on her second short story titled “Lotus Leaves,” which she submitted to McClure’s in late October.


  BOOKS AND CHOCOLATE


  By early December, Dorothy was planning her sister’s debut. Her eighteen-year-old sister Marjorie’s party was a week away, and Dorothy still needed a dress for the event. That Monday, December 12, 1910, she decided to walk along Fifth Avenue to peruse the sales.


  A cold and bitter wind blew from the north. All along Fifth Avenue, icy sidewalks glistened in the morning sun. Recent temperatures had remained in the low twenties, and that day was no different. The high would reach only 21 degrees in the city by afternoon. The ponds in Central Park boasted twelve-inch layers of ice—ideal for skating.


  Dorothy chose her navy-blue suit complete with a hobble skirt and serge jacket from her wardrobe. Her long coat flowed past her hips and promised to keep her warm during her trek. She wore her hair as she usually did, swept up in the full pompadour style of the day with a tortoiseshell comb. She selected a favorite pair of blue lapis lazuli drop earrings to match the suit and slipped on her signet lover’s knot ring. Her low black heels, though not ideal for the morning ice, worked well with the suit and the black velvet hat that she chose to complete her outfit. She affixed her Baker hat with a matching lapis lazuli hat pin that also complemented the two blue velvet roses adorning the hat.


  Dressed for her shopping trip, Dorothy exited her bedroom and checked in with her mother. Mrs. Arnold offered to accompany her, but Dorothy gently assured her mother that she needn’t come.


  “No, Mother, don’t bother. You don’t feel just right, and it’s no use going to the trouble. I mightn’t see a thing I want, but if I do, I’ll phone you.”
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  Mrs. Arnold acquiesced, and Dorothy grabbed a black cloth handbag in which she carried about $20 to $30 ($650–$1,000 today) and a large black fox muff before leaving. It was the last time Mrs. Arnold would ever see her daughter.


  An hour later, around noon, Dorothy arrived at Park and Tilford on the corner of Fifth Avenue and Fifty-Ninth Street. The salesgirl recognized Dorothy immediately, as she was a regular customer. Before leaving, Dorothy charged a half pound box of chocolates to her father’s account. As she stepped back onto Fifth Avenue, she slipped the sweet purchase into her large fox muff.


  She stopped after another half mile at Brentano’s—an upscale bookstore on Fifth Avenue and Twenty-Seventh Street. Dorothy liked to take her time and check out the new titles before selecting a book. Salesclerks noticed Doro thy browsing through the new fiction section. She chose a current bestseller titled Engaged Girl Sketches by Emily Calvin Blake—a series of lighthearted short stories about young girls and their engagements. She charged her purchase to her father’s account, leaving behind a traceable record of her stop and the time she left the store.


  Outside the bookstore, Dorothy ran into her friend Gladys King. The girls chatted about Marjorie’s debut. Gladys had received her invitation the day before and handed her response to Dorothy, joking about saving the postage. Gladys described Dorothy as “carefree” and “in good spirits.” By the time the girls finished talking, it was nearing two o’clock. Dorothy told Gladys that she planned to walk home through Central Park. As they parted, Dorothy turned around to wave goodbye to her friend before heading in the direction of Twenty-Seventh Street, never to be seen again.
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  NO POLICE OR PRESS


  Dorothy always arrived promptly for meals, and if she was going to be late, she called. When Dorothy did not return home that afternoon, her family became concerned. When she didn’t call, they became worried. When she missed dinner, their worry turned to fear.


  After dinner, they phoned two of Dorothy’s friends—Elsie Henry and Edith Ashley. Neither girl had seen or heard from Dorothy. They asked the girls not to tell anyone about their phone calls. When Elsie called later, Mrs. Arnold stalled, saying that Dorothy had come home. Elsie asked to speak to Dorothy, but Mrs. Arnold said that Dorothy had just finished dinner and gone to bed with a headache.


  The following morning, Dorothy’s older brother, John, consulted his friend and attorney John S. Keith, a junior partner in the law firm Garvan & Armstrong. A friend to both John and Dorothy, he had taken her to dances and viewed her as a younger sister. The Arnolds apprised him of Dorothy’s disappearance, and they began to search through her room.


  Dorothy’s mother and sister confirmed that she had not taken any of her clothing. Sifting through Dorothy’s personal correspondence, Keith found letters with foreign postmarks. He also found European travel brochures on her desk. Keith then inspected the burned remains of Dorothy’s fireplace; John surmised they were probably part of a writing manuscript.


  The family found that the mass of Dorothy’s foreign correspondence came from Junior. They realized she had been using a general delivery window to secretly access mail. They also realized the seriousness of Dorothy and Junior’s relationship. Keith suggested they contact Junior, who was vacationing in Italy.


  Keith sent the following cable: “Dorothy Arnold missing. Family prostrated. Cable . . . if you know anything of her whereabouts.”


  Junior’s response was short and disappointing: “Know absolutely nothing. Junior.”


  That afternoon the Arnold family met with Francis P. Garvan, former assistant district attorney for New York City and head of the law firm where Keith worked. Garvan suggested that Arnold hire the Pinkerton Detective Agency to aid in the investigation.


  Considering the windy and icy weather conditions on December  12, the family wondered if Dorothy might have slipped and injured herself during her walk home. Keith checked all of the area hospitals while Mrs. Arnold and Marjorie worked out a detailed description of the suit, accessories, and jewelry Dorothy wore the day she disappeared. The rest of the Arnold family drove through the city, checking streets and morgues.


  THE INITIAL INVESTIGATION


  During the first ten days of the investigation, Pinkerton agents searched the globe for Dorothy Arnold. The Pinkerton Detective Agency was a private detective and security agency that became famous in 1861 for successfully thwarting a plot to assassinate President Abraham Lincoln. Under the direction of George S. Dougherty, head of the agency, Pinkerton agents executed searches for Dorothy in New York, Pennsylvania, Washington, DC, Boston, and Europe. Using the new wireless radio system, they monitored outgoing steamers and railroads. They conducted hundreds of interviews. Mr. Arnold told them to spare no expense.


  There were moments of hope, when one of the Pinkerton agents cabled, “I have the girl!” It wasn’t Dorothy, however, just a student on
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