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  This Season of Waiting


  THE SEASON OF ADVENT is a time of waiting and preparation. “Advent” comes from the Latin word adventus, which means “coming.” The season of Advent is an in-between time, the time between promise and fulfillment, the time between “amen” and “there it is!” In the Church calendar, it is a time of preparation for the season of Christmas, when we will once again celebrate the birth of King Jesus.


  Historically, we are waiting for something that has already come, something that has already begun. That might seem a little strange. After all, if it has already come, why do we still wait for it? But the truth is that, though it has already begun, it has not yet come in completeness. Theologians refer to this as already, not yet. That is, if I may make a little rhyme, we are waiting for something that is already begun but not yet done.


  What are we waiting for? One answer comes to us in the psalms. One of my longstanding prayer habits has been to pray each day in the book of Psalms (5 psalms each day times 30 days in a month is 150 psalms — it works out nicely). One morning — a December 1st, to be precise — I was praying through Psalm 2. Since it was the season of Advent, I began to think about it in an Advent way. The psalm begins,


  
    Why do the nations rage


    And the people plot a vain thing?


    The kings of the earth set themselves


    And the rulers take counsel together


    Against the Lord and against His Anointed?


    (vv. 1-2)

  


  Now, I had read this question many times before, but that morning I thought to ask it myself: “Lord, why do the kings of the earth still rage and the nations still plot in vain and set themselves against You and Your Messiah, Jesus?” I prayed through the psalm a little further.


  
    “Yet I have set My King


    On My holy hill of Zion.”


    I will declare the decree:


    The Lord has said to Me,


    

    “You are My Son,


    Today I have begotten You.


    Ask of Me, and I will give You


    The nations for Your inheritance,


    And the ends of the earth for Your possession.”


    (vv. 6-8)

  


  Yahweh says, “Yet I have set My King on My holy hill of Zion.” Past tense, completed action. This was the enthronement of a freshly anointed king over Israel. The New Testament attributes this psalm to David, who said, “I will declare the decree.” God had given David a decree and this was what He said to him: “You are My son, today I have begotten you.” In the ear of an ancient Israelite, this was the language of adoption. When God made David king, He “adopted” him as His son. This psalm, then, applied to David. But by extension, it also applied to all those of his royal lineage who would ascend to his throne.


  But there is also a much deeper and prophetic significance at work here. Neither David nor his descendants saw the fulfillment of the promise. None saw the nations for their inheritance and the ends of the earth for their possession. Indeed, before long the throne of David began to crumble and the divided kingdom of Israel and Judah eventually entered into a long exile, a deep time of waiting for a Messiah who was yet to come and for a kingdom that would endure.


  Finally, after long centuries, a new light finally began to dawn: The birth of Jesus, Son of David, who came announcing that the time was fulfilled and God’s kingdom had now come. The most important thing in the world was happening.


  
    	At the Incarnation, when Jesus came and took upon Himself our humanity.


    	At the Cross, when He took upon Himself our sin and destroyed the works of the devil.


    	At the Resurrection, when He took upon Himself our mortality and defeated it.


    	At the Ascension, when He assumed His place at the right hand of the Father, where He now rules and reigns over all.

  


  And yet … we are still waiting for the completion of what was begun. Ever since the days of John the Baptist, the kingdom of God has been “forcefully advancing” (Matthew 11:12 NIV). Still we wait. “The darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining” (1 John 2:8). Still we wait. We pray the prayer Jesus taught us to pray, “Kingdom of God, come. Will of God, be done on earth as it is in heaven” (my paraphrase). And still we wait for the day He comes again and receives all the nations for His inheritance and the ends of the earth for His possession. That will be the greatest Advent.
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  Longing for Light


  
    Lord, lift up the light of Your countenance upon us. (Psalm 4:6)

  


  DAVID CRIES OUT TO GOD in this psalm. He is in distress.


  
    Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness!


    You have relieved me in my distress;


    Have mercy on me, and hear my prayer.


    (Psalm 4:1)

  


  God has brought him relief before in times of distress. Now he needs divine relief again. “Hear me … have mercy on me … hear my prayer,” he petitions. This is what troubles him now (v. 2):


  
    How long, O you sons of men,


    Will you turn my glory to shame?


    How long will you love worthlessness


    And seek falsehood?

  


  David is beset by people who take everything that is good and turn it into shame, who love and value what is worthless and honor what is false. “How long?” he asks. Here, he addresses his opponents directly, but elsewhere in the Psalms he directs the question to God: “How long, O Lord?” (See Psalm 6:3; 13:1-2; 35:17; 74:10; 89:46; 94:3-4).


  Not to make a pun here, but David is longing. That is one of the things that captures me in this psalm during Advent season. Advent is not only a time of waiting and preparing, it is a season of yearning. Yet, though David longs, he is not in despair. Though he yearns, he is not without hope. Indeed, he is drawn by the expectation that God will free him from his afflictions once again. “The Lord will hear when I call to Him” is his confidence (v. 3).


  David is not the only one going through this. His people are experiencing the same troubles. “Who will show us any good?” they ask (v. 6). David gives the answer in the second half of the verse as he turns their question into prayer: “Lord, lift up the light of Your countenance upon us.”


  This is another thing that captures my Advent imagination: Light — the light that comes from God. Though the darkness seems to be closing in all around, David knows who the source of light is: Yahweh, the God with whom David and his people are in covenant.


  
    You have put gladness in my heart,


    More than in the season that their grain and wine increased.


    I will both lie down in peace, and sleep;


    For You alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.


    (vv. 7-8)

  


  David began in distress but now he is glad, lighthearted. He has turned it over to God and is longing toward the Lord, longing for the light of God. The answer has not yet turned up but he knows that it will. He rests in shalom, the divine peace and wholeness that comes from God. His trust is in Yahweh, who alone settles him in safety.


  Longing and light. As we sit in the Advent shadows, surrounded by many distressing things that threaten our world, we watch, we wait, and we yearn for the light that comes from the Lord alone. Only He can make us dwell in safety. And He will.
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  Watching in Expectation


  
    Give ear to my words, O Lord,


    Consider my meditation.


    Give heed to the voice of my cry,


    My King and my God,


    For to You I will pray.


    My voice You shall hear in the morning, O Lord;


    In the morning I will direct it to You,


    And I will look up.


    (Psalm 5:1-2)

  


  DAVID HAS SPOKEN his words and thought his thoughts to the Lord. He has cried out to his King. He has brought his request, and brought it early, before God. He has directed his heart toward God, casting his cares on Him. There is now only one thing left to do: “And I will look up.” The NIV says, “And wait in expectation;” the HSCB, “And watch expectantly.” It is the essence of hope.


  Today, we often use our English word “hope” in a tentative or speculative way, to speak of things we desire to happen, things that can happen and perhaps will happen. Perhaps, or perhaps not. But that is not how the Bible uses the Hebrew and Greek words for “hope.” They speak of a positive expectation, a joyful anticipation. There is a confidence to them. “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). The word for “substance” is about the assurance and underlying reality of what is hoped for. Faith, then, is the underlying reality of things we do not yet see but fully expect to come to pass.


  So, David brings his meditation — his “sighing” (HCSB) — before God, and now he has hope. But why? What is the reason for his renewed expectation?


  
    For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness,


    Nor shall evil dwell with You.


    The boastful shall not stand in Your sight;


    You hate all workers of iniquity.


    You shall destroy those who speak falsehood;


    The Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.


    (vv. 4-6)

  


  David is confident because he knows that God is not pleased by wickedness, nor with those who take pleasure in wickedness. The proud, the boastful, the bloodthirsty, the deceitful — these were the kinds of people who were troubling David, the kinds of people who are still in the world today! God is not happy with them. They do not honor His way or believe His Word. They have no faith, and without faith, it is impossible to please God. But David follows a different path.


  
    But as for me, I will come into Your house in the multitude of Your mercy;


    In fear of You I will worship toward Your holy temple.


    Lead me, O Lord, in Your righteousness because of my enemies;


    Make Your way straight before my face.


    (vv. 7-8)

  


  David leans hard into the one who has revealed Himself in covenant relationship by the name Yahweh (rendered in English by the word Lord, in small caps). It is the name by which God has promised to be steadfast in love and mercy toward His people. The righteousness of Yahweh is not just His goodness in general. It is, more particularly, the faithfulness of God in keeping His covenant. What God has promised, He will do. David comes depending on God’s covenant love and faithfulness. There is no faithfulness in David’s enemies, only falseness and flattery. They are wicked to the core and full of destruction, their throats like open tombs and their words like snares (v. 9).


  David is waiting now, but for what is he watching? For God to come and settle the issue, to set things right and hold his enemies accountable. It is time for their counsels to fail, for them to fall by their own plans and to be put out of the community so that they can no longer trouble the innocent and the good. For in coming against God’s covenant people, they have rebelled against God Himself (v. 10). That is not the extent of David’s expectation, though. He also has a joyful anticipation concerning the covenant people themselves — his expectation is for them, too.


  
    But let all those rejoice who put their trust in You;


    Let them ever shout for joy, because You defend them;


    Let those also who love Your name


    Be joyful in You.


    For You, O Lord, will bless the righteous;


    With favor You surround him as with a shield.


    (vv. 11-12)

  


  God honors those who honor Him, and keeps covenant with those who keep covenant with Him. He shows Himself faithful to those who keep faith with Him. He fills them with His joy and surrounds them with His favor.


  Advent is a season of waiting and watching. Though there are many troubles all around, and we are living in between the already of God’s kingdom breaking into the world and the not yet of when it comes in completeness, God fills us with His joy and surrounds us with His favor. So we look up in joyful anticipation of what God is going to do next and how King Jesus will set everything right.
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  Silent and Still


  
    My soul, wait silently for God alone,


    For my expectation is from Him.


    (Psalm 62:5)

  


  ONCE AGAIN, DAVID HAS COME before the Lord. He waits silently before God. It is not that he is settled in the midst of calm. Quite the opposite. He is surrounded, once again, by those who seek his downfall, false friends who pretend to bless him while inwardly cursing him (vv. 3-4).


  But David comes quietly before God. It does not happen naturally. He has to remind his soul, perhaps even repeating it over and over to himself, instructing himself: “Soul! Wait silently for God alone.”


  “Wait silently” translates one word, not two. The waiting implies silence and the silence implies patience. But it also speaks of stillness. David is not probing his heart for some desperate plan to deal with these pretenders on his own. No, he has instructed his heart to sit quietly and still before God alone. Nothing else will do. Only God can help him.


  “For my expectation is from Him.” Some versions translate this as “For my hope is from Him.” In the Bible, hope is expectation. What is especially interesting here is that David says, “My expectation is from Him.” Not in but from, as if to add a layer of specificity. David does not have just a general hope in God, or that things will somehow turn out okay. No, he expects something particular from God, for God to move specifically on his behalf. He has a personal relationship with God, so his expectation is for God’s personal attention. The hope that David has comes from God.


  
    He alone is my rock and my salvation,


    My stronghold; I will not be shaken.


    My salvation and glory depend on God;


    My strong rock, my refuge, is in God.


    (vv. 6-7)

  


  Though surrounded by disloyalty and deceit, David stills his heart before God. The longer he remains in that inner quiet, the more he realizes how much he needs God, but also how much God is for him. Now the assurance rises up in him: He will not be shaken. His position is secure, for God really is his strong rock of refuge. Now he turns to those who have remained loyal to him, and who are disquieted by the dangers that have threatened him — and them.


  
    Trust in Him at all times, you people;


    Pour out your hearts before Him.


    God is our refuge.


    Selah.

  


  The world does not slow down, nations do not cease their striving, nor do obligations go away while we quiet out hearts before God. We must quiet them anyway, reminding our souls
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  Living Between the Comings
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  Let Us Go Up to the Mountain of the Lord
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  Psalm 122 and the New Jerusalem
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  His Coming Brings Light
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  His Coming Brings Abundance and Joy
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  His Coming Brings Divine Dominion


  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  
    	Wonderful. The Hebrew word refers to miracles that distinguish Him from all others and inspire wonder. Messiah would not only work wonders but would Himself be a wonder.


    	Counselor. This speaks of great wisdom and purpose, and the ability to guide His people with divine counsel.


    	Mighty God. This name indicates divine power and strength. Messiah does not come as one who is merely like God but as one who is God, as this name indicates elsewhere in Scripture (see Jeremiah 32:8 and especially, because it is so close in context, Isaiah 10:21).


    	Everlasting Father, or Father of Eternity. As such, He will not decline and fade away, as other kings must, but will rule and reign forever.


    	Prince of Peace. His reign is one that brings divine peace (Hebrew, shalom). This is prosperity of every kind and wholeness in every way.
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  A Shoot from the Stump of Jesse


  

  
    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  
    	“The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground, and should sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he himself does not know how.” (Mark 4:26)


    	“What is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it? It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and put in his garden; and it grew and became a large tree, and the birds of the air nested in its branches.” (Luke 13:18-19)


    	“To what shall I liken the kingdom of God? It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal till it was all leavened.” (Luke 13:20-21)


    	“From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it” (Matthew 11:12 NIV).
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  The Spirit of the Lord Will Rest on Him


  
    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  
    	The Spirit of wisdom and of understanding is skill, prudence, insight, and discernment of what is of right and wrong, true and false, effective and ineffective.


    	The Spirit of counsel and of might is about purpose and the power to fulfill it, the strategy and strength to prevail.


    	The Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord is intimate fellowship with God, being pleasing to Him in all things.
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  Gospeling in the Old Testament


  

  

  
    	It is used to announce the defeat of an enemy (1 Samuel 31:9; 2 Samuel 4:10; 2 Samuel 18:19-31).


    	It is used to proclaim great victory. In Psalm 68, which extols the victory of Yahweh over the enemies of His people, we read, “The Lord gave the word; great was the company of those who proclaimed it” (v. 11).


    	It is used to proclaim God’s righteousness, His faithful acts in delivering His people: “I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, O Lord. I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great congregation” (Psalm 40:9-10 ESV).


    	In Psalm 96, it is used to speak of God’s saving acts for His people and to declare His glory to the nations: “Sing to the Lord, bless His name; proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day. Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders among all peoples” (Psalm 96:2-3).


    	Isaiah 40, a Messianic passage, speaks of the coming of the Lord to shepherd His people and rule over their enemies: “O Zion, you who bring good tidings, get up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, you who bring good tidings, lift up your voice with strength, lift it up, be not afraid; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Behold your God!’” (v. 9).


    	In Isaiah 52, another Messianic passage, it is used to announce the peace (shalom, wholeness) and salvation that comes from God, and to proclaim His reign: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who proclaims peace, who brings glad tidings of good things, who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’” (v. 7).


    	In Isaiah 60, still in Messianic mode, it is used of all the nations coming to proclaim the praises of Yahweh. “A multitude of camels will cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba will come; they will bring gold and frankincense, and will bear good news of the praises of the Lord” (v. 6 NASB).


    	In Isaiah 61, it is used in regard to the anointing of the Messiah. “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound. To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” The whole chapter speaks of God’s Anointed King coming to set everything right in the world. It is this entire passage that Jesus indicated when He quoted the first verses and then declared, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:17-21).


    	In Jeremiah 20:15, euaggelizo is used to announce the birth of a child.


    	In Joel 2:32, it relates back to the promise in Isaiah 40:9 about good news coming out of Zion and Jerusalem. “And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall the saved one be as the Lord has said, and they that have glad tidings preached to them, whom the Lord has called” (Brenton’s English Septuagint).


    	In Nahum 1:15, it speaks of the deliverance of God’s people from their enemies. “Behold, on the mountains the feet of him who brings good tidings, who proclaims peace! O Judah, keep your appointed feasts, perform your vows. For the wicked one shall no more pass through you; he is utterly cut off.” (A similar word, apaggelizo, is here translated “proclaims.”)
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  The Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah


  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  [image: crown]


  The Genealogy of the New Adam
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  The Genealogy of Deliverance
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  Joseph Pondered
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  You Shall Call His Name Salvation
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  The Greater Fulfillment Found in Messiah
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  Mary in Expectation


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  [image: crown]


  Advent of the King
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  Displacing Kings
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  The Christmas Story is Not Just for Jews
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  Shepherds’ Wonder, Angels’ Awe
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  The Pleasure of God


  
    
  


  

  
    	Glory to God in the highest. The highest praises heaven can offer belong to God as He brings forth the fulfillment of the promises He made to Abraham, David and the prophets. God’s gift of the Messiah King, Jesus, is the greatest revelation of His glory.


    	Peace on earth. The coming of Jesus into the world brings the shalom of God — the peace that comes from God. It is wholeness, restoration, reconciliation, the mending of rifts between God and man, man and fellow man, man and creation.


    	Among those with whom He is pleased. The coming of Jesus into the world is the pleasure of God revealed.
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  The Shepherds’ Return


  
    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: crown]


  Simeon and Anna in Expectation
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  He Appeared in the Flesh


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    

    
  


  

  
    	“He appeared in the flesh.” This is where the mystery begins. It is the mystery of the Incarnation, the revelation of God in human flesh. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).


    	“Was vindicated by the Spirit.” Though He was in manifested in the flesh, the Lord Jesus was vindicated in the Spirit. He was anointed with the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:17-21; Acts 10:38). Paul opens his letter to the Romans with this two-fold mystery of flesh and spirit: “Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of Holiness, by the resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:3-4).


    	“Was seen by angels.” Angels attended and announced both the incarnation and the resurrection of Jesus. They were present to minister to Jesus after the temptation in the wilderness. The author of Hebrews demonstrates the superiority of Jesus, Son of God, over the angels of God. Angels are not to be worshipped as some false teachers taught (this was one of the errors Paul addressed in his letter to the Colossians). Rather, Jesus is worshipped by the angels. When He ascended to the throne of heaven, angels surrounded Him. Peter said that the angels greatly desire to look into the mystery of the gospel, the Christian faith (1 Peter 1:12).


    	“Was preached among the nations.” The coming of Jesus the Messiah was not just for the Jews, but for the whole world — every tribe, every tongue, every ethnic group — the nations. Peter learned the depth of this mystery in Acts 10, when He was sent to Cornelius, a Roman who reverenced the God of the Jews. Paul understood His own calling to be especially to the non-Jews, apostle to the nations.


    	“Was believed on in the world.” These mysteries of the Spirit are very improbable to our natural perceptions, which have been turned upside down by the deceptions of the evil one and the bondage of sin. And yet, Light entered the world and blind eyes have been enabled to see by the proclaiming of the mystery, the preaching of the Gospel. “Faith comes by hearing,” Paul says, “and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17).


    	“Was taken up in glory.” Forty days after His resurrection, the Lord Jesus ascended into heaven and was received up into glory, where He is enthroned at the right hand of the Father. The kingdom of God has broken into the world, and the King has taken His rightful place on the throne of heaven to reign in glory forever as Lord of heaven and earth. Paul tells us that every believer in King Jesus the Messiah is now seated together with Him in that heavenly dimension (Ephesians 2:6).
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  The Shekinah Dwelling (Part 1)
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  The Shekinah Dwelling (Part 2)
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  A Tabernacle for the Nations
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  Let Earth Receive Her King
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