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 Preface

 


I knew I had
run into something too powerful for me, nevertheless, I had to put
up a fight all the same, and I was determined to win. The powerful
thing was the unrelenting conviction to get saved, “NOW” rather
than later. It would not have been a problem—so I thought— if I was
to be booked for an appointment to get saved at a later date. I
always had no problem getting saved ‘in the future.’

 


Humanly
speaking, there are times when justification for procrastination is
overwhelmingly ‘sensible’. I had things to do and I knew that
accepting Jesus as Lord and Saviour would stand in the way between
me and the things that thrilled me at the time.

 


I am referring to the 22nd day of January 1989. I had
ended up in a Christian Union meeting without having planned to
attend such a meeting. The religious setting was, after all, a
familiar territory since I was religious enough not to be a
stranger in a religious meeting. I used to attend Sunday Services
when I was at home. But this meeting at the college was different.
What we used to have at home is what I can call “General
Religion.”

 


God had poured out a flood of grace to have me convicted
(Tit. 2:11). The conviction would either grant me an offer of
salvation upon repenting or condemnation upon rejecting it. I got
saved ‘against my will’. I say this because the only reason I got
saved was that I failed to tear away from the grasp of grace. It is
a long story that I have told elsewhere. The debatable question
that comes to the reader’s mind is: Can
God save somebody by force? To this, I
ask, What options did Saul have after he
was struck by the ‘light of grace’? (Acts
9:3-6).

 


But once I got saved, it was revealed to me in my heart
the value of what
I had been given. How could I reject something so definitive in
determining the destiny of my soul? I am so humbled to have been
granted what I was running away from. I tried to run away from the
grace but I was overtaken by it. Familiarity with the enslavement
of sin makes the liberty of the grace a real stranger.

 


There are
principally two ways of knowing the true value of things:

 


i) After interacting with and scrutinising
something. Is it any wonder the Bible
exhorts us to taste and see that the Lord is good? (Psa. 34:8).
Certain things may look cheap on the surface. It is until you know
what is at the core that you would truly appreciate
something.

 


ii) After losing something. When
something always readily available, we are wont to take it for
granted. But when we lose it, its absence will open a gap in our
life. The desperation to have the gap bridged is the measure of the
value of what we lost.

 


For me, the former became my experience. I came to realise
immediately after getting saved that it was the most precious
thing—I would lose my very life in order to keep it. My immediate
concern was how do I keep this
valuable gift without losing it? I instantly knew
that there was a real danger of losing it if the cravings of the
flesh were something to go by. That is how I was prompted to make a
covenant with God. At the time, I didn’t even know that what I was
doing was called covenanting with God. I told Him that I could not
guarantee Him that I would not go back to sin, especially the sin
of fornication. So, I told God: If You
know that I will go back to that sin tomorrow, You can take my life
today; for I would rather live for one day and secure my
everlasting life than live for a hundred years here on earth but
perish in eternity.

 


To cut the long story short, that covenant saved my life. I
got so confused by the way many people were teaching about the
grace. When I kept on hearing some preachers say that we are not
under the law but under the grace and that we do not live by ‘Dos’
and ‘Don’ts,’ it was difficult for me to get the perspective
between the grace and the law. If the law no longer applies, does
that mean I may give in to sin when I am overwhelmed by the
temptations occasioned by the cravings of the flesh? Why was I
finding it so natural that Dos
and Don’ts must still apply
somehow?

 


My heart
sincerely cried to God to help me understand. He did and that is
what I intend to share with readers. I intend to share what God has
revealed to me as a culmination of the combination of the study of
the Scripture; the understanding of human nature and the
inspirational adventure.

 


As we will see in the discussions in this book,
I cannot talk about
the grace in the context I intend to do it without taking some
bearings from the law. The reason is that it is easy to set the law
and the grace against each other. The result would be some aspect
of “Replacement Theology” or “Mutual Exclusivity.” In this way, some will insist that since
the grace has come to occupy the house, the law has to move
out. We may get so preoccupied eulogizing
the ascendency of the grace until we forget the implications of the
law getting replaced and displaced. In essence, replacing the law implies
lawlessness. How about
that?

 


May the grace
be abundant to help the reader capture the heart of God in matters
of managing the spiritual resources which sustain our relationship
with Him.

 


It is my prayer that the Lord God will use this book to
remove the confusion with which grace is being taught in some
quotas, otherwise, the staircase meant to take us
up can be the very
staircase that takes us down.

 


Daniel
Ogweno

Skien, October,
2019
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—Chapter 1—

 


 


DIFFERENT TYPES OF
LAWS AND THEIR
SIGNIFICANCE


If the law of the land that is
subject to amendments can be deemed supreme, supreme indeed is the
law of God that never changes.

 


 


The Problem of Generalization


It is important to
differentiate between the laws there are. For beginners, may I
mention upfront that there are indeed different types of laws and
there are many ways of categorizing them. What I have adopted here
is a general categorization in what I believe forms the foundation
of all that appertains to the law.

 


I have, in many occasions,
heard people refer to the law in generic sense when it could have provided a better perspective and
understanding if it was specific. In the process, something is lost by either
creating a bad impression of the law or undermining and,
consequently, dismissing its necessity.

 


The law is extremely important because
choices are predicated upon it. It is also the lifeline for
organization, responsibility, accountability, right and wrong. The
twin faculties of conscience and consciousness in regards to the
law is what makes us human. Conscience helps us take a stand
between right and wrong while consciousness helps us investigate
the origin of life; the purpose of our existence and the destiny of
our life.

 


We are going to look very briefly at the
different types of laws and in the process, establish why it is
important to specify which law we are talking about whenever we
juxtapose the law and the grace. As we do this, it will be clear
the type of law people have problems with and why.

 


 


The Law of the Land


The Constitution


Most countries have a constitution that provides the backbone
of what may as well be referred to as The
Law of the Land. Even in the monarchies
where the king is the law and the law is the king, there is always
a set of rules that form the basis for reference to regulate
behaviour and punish delinquency. Constitutions are structured and
documented rules forming the basis for administration and
governance.

 


“The phrase, ‘the law of the land’ is a legal term, equivalent
to the Latin lex terrae, or legem terrae
in the accusative case. It refers to all of the
laws in force within a country or region, including statute law and
case-made law.” (Wikipedia).

 


The Law of the Land is a Necessity


If human
beings were to live without a law, they could be extremely
dangerous to themselves. Selfishness is an enduring trait—the
animal in us—that proves that man’s claims of living in an age of
civility and modesty is an incongruous mirage—a gaping and yapping
contradiction. All the greed; all the murders; all the hatreds and
many other depravities have their roots in selfishness. Mankind
needs laws to tame the selfishness and the subsequent prowling
evils.

 


Man makes laws
and laws make man human. What this means is that a human being is a
human being when he adheres to a set of rules that regulate how he
relates with others and the environment. Interestingly, it is the
man that makes these laws and subject himself to them—on the one
hand. On the other hand, it is man’s adherence and loyalty to this
law he has made that makes him human. Being human means that we
protect as we are also being protected. Anyone who makes a habit of
disrespecting the law will always display significant waywardness
with a potentiality of beating the ferocious animal at the game. In
other words, a lawless person is more dangerous than an aggressive
animal for which there is no expectation of the rule of law.

 


Where there is no law, there will be disorder and confusion.
Human society can only exist if there is order. Without order, it
will be survival of the
fittest. And it only needs a gun, for
example, for one to be the ‘fittest’; it only needs one
morally-challenged person to get a weapon of sorts and he will be
capable of messing up a big population. To say the least, it is not
conceivable that we can exist without the law.

 


 


Loyalty to the rule of law is the measure of the civility of
a society.

 


 


The way God made human beings, He purposed for the weak and
the strong to co-exist. If the strong (the fittest) eliminate the
weak, they would sooner rather than later realise that they cannot
exist without the weak. This reminds me of a story an acquaintance once told me. He
was kidnapped by murderous robbers. They hijacked him when he was
just about to enter his gate. Threatening to shoot him if he
refused to co-operate, they ordered him to step out of his car.
They proceeded to rob him of everything they could get from him.
They then bundled him into the car as they took control on the
driving seat. As they drove him away, the robbers didn’t have kind
words for him. They tormented him with despicable insults and
filthy language. It reached a point when he felt he had had enough
of them berating him. Some rare courage came upon him and he
started answering them back. They had just told him that he was a
fool and that they were going to kill him:

 


“Between you and me, who are practising fools?” He asked
them.

 


He went on to
reprimand them: “You make your living by robbing people and then
killing them! Isn’t it wicked enough that you rob for a living?
When you also kill those you rob, aren’t you aware that you are
killing your source? Now, with that, between you and me, who is a
fool?” Probably surprised by the man’s boldness, they kept quiet.
The man feeling nervously triumphant, pressed more and insisted to
get an answer: “Between you and me who is a fool?” They didn’t want
to answer the question even after he asked for the third time. That
was the end of their haranguing him. The question must have
tormented whatever remained of their conscience. They stopped the
car and kicked him out.

 


Another thing that I must mention is that weak and strong are perpetual relative terms.
That means, the strengths of the strong are not the same. They are
capable of undermining one another. Among the strong, there are
still those who are stronger than others.

 


The point I
wanted to make here is that the strong need the weak in the human
ecosystem and the law is the prefect. If it were possible for the
fittest to eliminate the weak, the fittest would soon turn on each
other, as we have seen above. To be fit is not necessarily to have
strong muscles, it may as well be a question of scheming and
ambushing each other. May I repeat: mankind can be the most
dangerous beings if it were not for the law.

 


There is very
little development where people do not respect the law. It is the
law that ensures that we equitably share the space, resources and
responsibilities. Loyalty to the rule of law is the measure of the
civility of a society. And blessed is the nation whose leaders obey
the law just as the layman on the street—in fact, better than the
man on the street because, as a leader, he takes upon himself to
set a good example. The law is a good thing. In short, weak or
strong, man is doomed without the law.

 


It is
unthinkable to contemplate a human society where there is no law of
some kind. I mentioned above that selfishness is one of the primary
roots of evil. This means that when the tables are turned against a
wicked person, he will invoke the very law he has been flouting to
protect him. The reader might have probably heard of a murderer—for
example—complaining that he is being mistreated in the hands of
supposed law enforcers. What this means is that even a law-breaker
expects others to observe the law as they take him through the
prosecutorial processes. It is because of selfishness that a
robbery with violence murderer maintains that it is wrong for him
to be killed in return. To prove that the law of the land is a
necessity, people are generally not surprised whenever a thief, for
example, involuntarily expresses rage when somebody steals from
him. In fact, it is more dangerous to steal from a thief than it is
to steal from somebody who is not a thief.

 


I once watched
a documentary where a reformed thief testified how the former
leader of their stealing gang used to be brutal with anyone in the
gang he perceived to be stealing from him.

 


We often get blinded by the logical fallacies of the
tu quoque type so that
when a thief, for example, tells a murderer that killing is wrong,
we don’t believe him, instead we quickly remind him that he has no
moral authority to condemn the murderer because he is a thief and
therefore morally challenged as well.

 


Hypocrisy and selfishness are two of the most undermining
vices which demoralize civility. Tu
quoque simply means, “You too”. It is a
logical fallacy because, despite its superficial coherence, it
doesn’t consider the substance of the argument but the person of
the speaker. Hypocrisy deprives us of moral authority needed to
denounce immorality.

 


The good thing with law-breakers pointing fingers at other
law-breakers is that it is a sign that they know that what they are
doing is wrong—there is a popular adage: Set a thief to catch a thief. God
will use that knowledge to judge them. Christ Himself blasted the
Pharisees for hypocrisy and showed them their error.

 


I have also
watched news about the breakdown of the rule of law in some Latin
American countries where drug lords have taken over. It is a
desperate situation where people crave for the return of the rule
of law.

 


 The Moral Law

 


While the law of the land is
written by man in the constitution of a country, the moral law is
written by God in the intuition of man. As long as we are categorized as
human beings, we are wired with a God-given intuition called
conscience; weird if we don’t listen to its counselling. This is
why the moral law is conventional. Everywhere, we go, we will
understand that moral issues are basically the same. We become
aware of right and wrong early in life even before we get
instructed on ethics. A child knows that it is wrong to lie and
that is why when he lies, he still calls it the truth.

 


Moral law is the foundation
upon which the law of the land rests. But moral law goes deeper and
calls upon individuals to have self-control and self-discipline
beyond what the law of the land requires. The law of the land operates
more on the outside. This means that one can break the law chancing
that he is neither seen nor caught. If his conscience is dead, he
will not be bothered. Somebody I know once told me that before he
got saved, he used to justify his moral lapses by maintaining that
certain things are only wrong if one is caught. For example, in the
story of Joseph and Potipha’s wife (Gen. 39:1-12), he maintained
that nobody was going to be hurt if Joseph gave in but made sure
that they didn’t give themselves away. Thank God for salvation! It
revives dead conscience just as Christ revived dead
people.

 


There are many things that the Bible
expressly calls sin but which the laws of the lands are silent
about. For example, the law of the land doesn’t impute criminality
on greed unless it manifests in corruption and stealing. If one
refuses to share what one has, it is not a crime in the law of the
land but it is a sin in God’s law and will be punishable by the
direst of punishments that exist.

 


We read in Revelation 21:8 the
following:

 


But the fearful, and
unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second
death.

 


People usually lie to one
another in what is termed white lies without getting into problems with the law of the
land. This, however, is a big deal for a moral law. Amongst the
things counted in the above scripture, it is only lying that is
qualified with the word “ALL.” I believe the Scripture qualifies
lies because it is one of the moral lapses that people take for
granted as long as they have a euphemism for it. I usually advice
believers not to lie on 1st April and call it Fools’ Day prank. A lie is a lie
even if it is told on 1st April. On the same note, I would advise believing
politicians to keep away from propaganda. There is a tendency for
politicians to lie and justify it saying that propaganda is part of
politics. Remember the Bible says that ALL liars.

 


In Colossians 3:9, the apostle Paul exhorts:
“Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man
with his deeds.”

 


As I have already mentioned
above, moral
laws are conventional because they are basically the same
everywhere. It is important to mention a few: lying; stealing;
greed; extra-marital and pre-marital sex are some few examples of
disgraceful moral issues reproachable in every human society but
which people still go out of their way to break.

 


 


Hypocrisy deprives us of moral authority needed to denounce
immorality.

 


 


The law of the land is the easiest; moral law is the
more difficult, and the
spiritual law is the most
difficult. Although people are prone to
occasionally break the law of the land, they don’t seem to have a
big problem with it enough to make them appeal for its removal in
its entirety so that people can live “freely” in a lawless society.
People would only get agitated if the law is made to serve the
interests of the privileged and if it is applied selectively. The
law of the land is the easiest because the common man can
occasionally break it without being caught while the privileged can
break it with impunity. Because of this, there are people who have
mastered the art of getting away with breaking the law of the land.
But even if a person is caught and punished for breaking the law of
the land, the punishment, in its severest form, is nowhere
comparable to the punishment that will be meted to people who
failed to repent in time after having broken moral and spiritual
laws.

 


The reason for
the moral law being more difficult is that unlike the law of the
land that only punishes when one is caught, the moral law is
adjudicated by a person’s conscience. A man’s conscience will
disturb him even when nobody catches him. As long as a man’s
conscience is not dead, he will be “caught” every time he does
something wrong.

 


Moral law is only valid if it
is attributed to an objective Supreme Being, otherwise, human
beings would have a no-winner debate of who decides what is wrong and what is right. The human civilization
and philosophy have reached a point of popular politically-correct
accolades espousing concepts like relativism and tolerance. When we
degenerate to: ‘it depends:’ on where you come from; on your
culture; on your environment, etc. then we know that something is critically wrong. What
this means is that the so-called post-modern civilization is trying
to down-size the universality of the moral law. This is why we have
places where gay marriages have been accepted by the laws of the
land.

 


Moral law generates a lot of hypocrisy.
There are moral issues that everybody knows are wrong but is only
condemnable if committed by other people and not oneself. A thief
wishes to be the only one stealing as long as no one knows that he
has a patented ownership over stealing. Maybe it is because if
everyone is stealing, there may not be enough for him to steal.

 


I once watched Ray Comfort
of The Way
of the Master ministry interview some people on the streets. He asked
questions like: “If somebody lied to you, what would you call that
person?” The answer came promptly and predictably: “A Liar!” He
asked this question to a number of people and the answer was the
same. He then turned the question around and asked: “If you lied to
your friends, what would you call yourself?” In this case, the
answer was not as prompt as in the case of the first question. With
some reluctance, the answer came: “A human being!” the interesting
thing is that all the answers here were also the same. Why the
reluctance? It was because they knew that the right word is a liar
but they had given themselves some seconds to process in their head
a moderated description so that they don’t condemn
themselves.

 


The idea here is that if it is
me lying, I do it because it is human to lie once in a while for some reason. If it is
somebody else, they shouldn’t lie to me. Should they lie, they
should be designated as liars. That is hypocrisy 101 right
there.

 


I have seen countless cases of
politicians condemning leaders in power for corruption, misrule and
dictatorship, etc. When the same politicians get to power at some point and do
worse than their predecessors they once condemned, it is a
wonder.

 


“I Don’t Like Religion!”


Once I was travelling back home
after an itinerary in the UK. I was taking a train to the airport
but because it was not direct, I had to connect along the way. Not
sure about the connecting train, I approached a train station’s
attendant to ask which direction I needed to take. A lady passing
by eavesdropped on my inquires. Because she was also going to take
the same train, she intervened and kindly offered to help. When we
finally entered the train, I went and sat down. She came and sat
next to me and started small talk. She was the overenthusiastic
type.

 


“What have you
been doing in the UK?” she started. Because I was asking my way
around, she had concluded, and rightly so, that I didn’t live in
the UK.

 


“I have been
here to minister” I answered.

“Oh, I see! So
you are a believer!”

“Yes I am—I’m a born again Christian.” I confirmed and seized
the opportunity to witness to her if she wasn’t already
born-again.

“And you? Are you a believer too—born again?” I
asked.

“I don’t like
religion—I really don’t!” She emphasized.

“Why is that? I asked, and thought the answer would be
predictable. Most people would talk around how they don’t believe
God exists; or the confusions fashioned by the competing religions;
that religion has caused lots of problems in the world,
etc. I was, however,
wrong. Her answer surprised me, especially after she explained
further why she didn’t like religion.

 


She told me
that she didn’t like the moral rules in religion. And even before I
asked her any further questions, she specified: “I don’t
specifically like the sexual restrictions that the Bible imposes on
people.” She said and went ahead to emphasise: “I just want my
sexual freedom!” I never saw that coming, especially from a lady.
Many questions ran into my mind. What was she talking about?
Suppose she was married and her husband eavesdropped on her talking
of wanting her sexual freedom! Would it be unthinkable to conclude
that if she was married, this sexual freedom strongly implied some
“extra-marital” escapades? And if she wasn’t married, did the
freedom she was talking about mean that she would be free to run
around with as many men as she was attracted to?

 


With that, I
believed I understood what she was saying. I therefore refrained
from asking her if she was in a marriage, otherwise, why would a
woman in a marriage talk about wanting her sexual freedom? Instead,
I asked her if she had children. It was prompted in my spirit to go
that route. She confirmed that she had children. I probed if
amongst her children were girl(s) and if any of them was of age
enough to be sexually active. She indeed had a girl that was still
under her custody, meaning not yet married. That was what I was
looking for—if she had girl(s). Apologies to readers who may pick
an issue with this because of my ‘biasness’ on girls. Why was I not
interested in boys as well? Naturally, parents tend to be more
protective over the girls because girls are more prone to bear the
brunt of teenage sexual experimentations and trial relationships
than the boys.

 


“So, how much sexual freedom have you given your daughter?” I
asked the good lady. And that got her thinking. She confessed that
her daughter had no such freedom. She could only get that freedom
if she rebelled. And she couldn’t imagine her running
around.

 


“How does she relate with you? Does she love you?” I
asked.

“We relate very well, she loves me and I love her.” She
replied.

“Has she ever asked you to allow her go out at some ‘odd
hours” in the evening?”

“Many times—and I haven’t allowed her.”

 


“Maybe your daughter understands that because you love her,
your restrictions over her life is to protect her. Could it be that
she understands that there are some freedoms that could destroy a
person?”

 


I continued to
explain to her and ask questions in between to prompt her to think:
“God is your father, and He doesn’t want you to run around—it is
just natural. There is no difference between you as a parent not
giving your daughters sexual freedom and God not giving you that
freedom, except in the context of marriage.” I checked with her
and, as expected, she never objected to her daughter getting
married.

 


“Your daughter loves you despite the restrictions, why don’t
you equally love your Father regardless of the
restrictions?”

 


I explained to
her that the pain she had at the thought of a “bad girl” is nothing
comparable to the pain a holy God has whenever she behaves herself
“bad girl.”

 


I have met so
many people whose main problem is the “lack of freedom” in
religion. They may not be blatant as the lady above but as you
converse with them, you quickly realise that they want to be free
from the moral codes and spiritual laws under which they are
expected to operate even without anybody coercing or supervising
them. And that is the problem: if we get saved and submit to God’s
will, we will equally be conscious that God sees us everywhere all
the time (Ps. 139:7)—no human supervision or coercion becomes the
main check and balance over our behaviours.

 


 


While the law of the land
is written by man in the constitution of a country, the moral law
is written by God in the intuition of man.

 


 


Many people
need some form of coercion or a physical presence of surveillance
to obey the rules. Obeying the rules without coercion is as
difficult as asking me to push an injection into my own body. If I
have to get the needle into my body, somebody has to do it.

 


The irony—and this is the hypocritical side of it—is that
even people who don’t want to submit to God, do appreciate
when other people
observe the moral rules and spiritual laws. I have met so many
cases where a man really wants to marry a woman who is God-fearing,
preferably saved, because he is then secure that the woman is
morally upright.

 


When we free
ourselves from moral and spiritual laws of God, we become slaves of
our own reckless moral indulgences the excesses of which are a
one-way traffic to self-destruction in time and painful regret in
eternity. We don’t need any rocket science to come to know
this.

 



Cultural Laws

 


One of the most defining
characteristics of human beings is their passion for identity and belonging.
Culture gives people the structures and strictures of identity,
which in turn provide perceived or actual security. A people are
defined for who and what they are by their way of life. And that
becomes the general definition of what a culture is. But I need to
add that it is a way of life of a more or less homogeneous group
of people. Any
presence of diversity is subjected to forces and devices of
integration which may consequently lead to assimilation. Just as a
person who comes into a foreign country is expected to be subjected
to the laws of the land, so is a person that comes into a cultural
setting is subjected to a lot of pressure to adopt the cultural
ways of his hosts. Such moves are even preserved by axioms
like “If you
go to Rome, do as the Romans do.”

 


In the Bible, we read about the Jews who
expected the gentiles to be circumcised as a precondition for
getting saved. This was sure to bring a conflict between the
Scripture and culture.

 


And certain men which came down from Judaea
taught the brethren, and said, except ye be circumcised after the
manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. When therefore Paul and
Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they
determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them,
should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this
question…

 


But there rose up certain of the sect of the
Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise
them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.

—Acts 15:1-2, 5.

 


In the above context, we can see that the
laws of Moses that were not binding for the gentiles who wanted to
be Christians, were cultural. It was therefore not necessary for
gentiles to follow them.

 


Cultural elements that define a people
include the language they speak; the food they eat; the clothes
they wear; the music they play; their dances and initiations they
perform, among others. Culture provides the uniqueness of a
people.

 


 There are a number of religions that maintain the
cultural distinction of the people and territory of its origin and
mainstay. Because of this, the way the religion is practiced closes
out people from other places. Should these people express desire to
convert to this new religion, they must of necessity be
assimilated. They must learn the language and recite the holy book
in the language of the ‘host’ culture. Two ready examples are
Islam’s Quran—written in Arabic and Roman Catholic Bible—written in
Latin. The world has since changed and continues to change. The
major religions seek converts worldwide. This means that any
religion that confines its holy writings to the cultural language
is doomed to lose out in the race for converts. From its inception,
Christ had indicated that salvation is for all mankind—it was
culture neutral. (1)

 


In order to safeguard and
preserve a people’s way of life, there are laws and traditions put
in place. Unlike the moral laws that are conventional, cultural
laws vary from place to place and from a people to people. This
means that when heterogeneous groups of people begin to interact
closely, their different cultures will bring about some
challenges and changes. There may occur when extreme on one end:
cultural assimilation or imitation; when neutral: cultural
understanding or tolerance, and when extreme on the other end:
cultural intolerance and conflict.

 


A person from
one culture may not
see the sense in the cultural laws of other communities. This means
that a person can even poke fun in the cultures that don’t make
sense to him. Cultures can be different enough to cause what is
commonly referred to as culture shock.

 


One of the most important characteristics of
cultural laws is that they perform the role of ethnic or national
identity. In most societies, they are unwritten codes of behaviour.
They are passed from one generation to another by way of traditions
and continuous practices, especially by rites of passage.

 


Rituals, superstitions, and
customary laws belong here. This means that if people from
different places do not loosen the grip on their culture, there
could be lots of intolerances, misunderstandings and conflicts. It was
because of these potential conflicts and enmities that the
Scripture says about Christ:

 


Having abolished in his flesh
the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for
to make in himself of twain one new man, so making
peace.

—Ephesians 2:15.

 


These must be the ordinances of
the sacrifices especially those in Leviticus. By removing the commandments
contained in the ordinances, Christ removed vital conflict vector
and factor. Apart from conflicts between people of different
cultural backgrounds, the removal of the cultural ordinances also
removed a big burden from individual believers. Today, if every
believer were to practice the Leviticus ordinances, with the
catalogue of animal sacrifices, etc., Christianity would be an extremely big and
heavy burden.

 


Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble
not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God: But that
we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and
from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood…

 


For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and
to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary
things; that ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from
blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which
if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.

—Acts 15:19-20,
28-29.

 


We can see from the above quotation that
the Gentiles were released from some manner of law but asked to
observe another set of laws. This means that the law was not set
aside in its entirety but that they were differentiated. In fact,
even the Jews did not need to continue with the Leviticus
ordinances involving the rituals characterized by animal
sacrifices, but as it is said, old habits die hard.

 


Coming to Christ is putting off one form
of yoke and replacing it with another. The idea therefore is not to
be completely free from anything and everything yoke but a question
of which yoke one is to carry.

 


Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.

—Matthew
11:28-30.

 


There is,
however, a
paradox when it comes to the yoke of Christ. It is a yoke of rest
and a burden of ease. The most important rest is the rest of a
soul. It is therefore better to have a rest of a soul even when the
body has to contend with lots of burdens. No wonder the Bible says
that we can have peace in the midst of tribulations.
Granted, tribulations can do a lot of damage to
our bodies but we are safe as long as our soul is at rest with
Jesus.

 


These things I have spoken unto you, that in
me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but
be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

—John 16:33.

 



Natural Laws

 


Natural law is a matter of
intuition and common sense. It doesn’t need much effort, if any, to
teach people to know and obey the natural laws. The reason is that
instinct is already wired in us to make us not only aware but also
obedient to the natural laws. Some of the natural laws are penal,
that is, there is a penalty if one breaks them
and rarely
do they grant leniency—and the punishment they mete is instant. If
the punishment doesn’t come, it is only if God intervenes and that
is what we could call a miracle.

 


It is natural for fire to burn if you get
into contact with it and it is natural for birds to fly if they are
airborne and they spread out their wings. It is natural for them to
fall if they fold in their wings and keep them folded.

 


If even animals that have never
been burnt ‘understand’ that fire burns and so they keep away from
fire, it puzzles when human beings sometimes pretend not to
understand the law that when you see a pattern and a design, you
necessarily know that there is a designer. It is a natural law to
subscribe to the transcendent—that is, there is something that is
part of our reality but it extends beyond our entirety.

 


Back to fire. Somebody can
place his hand in the fire and get burnt. Another person watching
him maintains that the burnt person was either foolish or was
bluntly unlucky. He also goes ahead and places his hand in the same
fire hoping not to be burnt. This kind of thing is what I lament as
voluntary insanity at the precipice of eternity in my book:
Swimming with
Crocodiles.
It is a law that whoever places his bare hands in the fire must be
burnt—no exception. The natural law was not done away
with.

 


 


Culture gives people the structures and
strictures of identity, which in turn provide perceived or actual
security.

 


 


It is true that there are some
natural laws that operate in some environments but are unknown in others. I
will give an example. A person from Africa who has never seen snow
travels to Europe in winter. Upon seeing the snow and how
magnificently white it is, he is so eager to take some snow with
him to show his people back home. He puts some in a bottle on his
way back to Africa. When he opens the bottle ready to show people
how white the snow is, he finds water instead. The natural law is
that snow melts into water under warm temperatures. At first, the
person may think that a miracle has happened—the snow has turned
into water. We can indeed feign ignorance or we can genuinely be
ignorant about the law, but that doesn’t render the law
inoperative. The good thing is that the law doesn’t leave people
ignorant for long. When the law of nature happens, it forces one to
start inquiring about what is happening, and that is how a person
will start walking away from ignorance in that specific
area.

 


The moral law
is actually natural. It is natural in the sense that it is
basically inbuilt so that our conscience will always ring the bell
whenever we get out of step, but we are free to ignore the bell or
respond positively to it. It is important to mention that we may be
free to ignore the alarm but we are not free to ‘ignore’ the
consequences—sowing is a choice, reaping is a must.

 


 Scientific Law

 


Human beings have instinct of
adventure and observation. Vishal Mangalwadi puts it this way:
“Scientific inquiry is man’s adventurous tour into God’s treasure
field.” There are many scientific laws that are unearthed when man
goes on an adventure into this treasure field. There is always an element of
exploration to discover new things. This is the same case with the
spiritual things. When we take an adventure of faith, we are
destined to “discover” spiritual laws that may turn out to mean so
much to us.

 


Scientific
inquiry is basically about finding out the laws regulating the
material world. There are things that happen in a repeated
regularity. We can understand them when we figure out the laws
behind them.

 


The scientific
law is a subsection of the natural law. It has to be harnessed for
its workings to be realized. If we understand the scientific law,
we would be careful to respect their workings and refrain from
breaching them. We benefit from scientific laws if we manage the
principles and obey the rules governing them.

 


Scientific law
is also understood in the sense of their predictability when the
environment is suitable for their operation. It should not be lost
here that chemical reactions are part of the scientific law we are
talking about.

 


The symbols we
use for example in mathematics do ask us to obey the rules. Let us
take an example of 5+3. The answer is 8 because we obey the law of
addition represented by the symbol +. If instead of obeying the
law, we remove it, so that each person decides what to make of 5+3,
some can as well say that 5+3 is 53. Without the law, there would
be lots of confusions and disagreements without any mechanism of
solving them.

 


Technology and
production of many materials are a result of scientific law. When
scientists discover things in their experiments, it is a result of
research into the laws of nature. There are many things that they
come across in what is called serendipity—accidentally bumping on
something without having been aware that it is there. Scientific
law was never done away with.

 


The Divine Law


 That is the way it is

 


I will use ‘spiritual law’ and ‘divine law’ synonymously. This is the
law that God Himself pronounces. We may or may not understand the
‘logic’ behind it—and that shouldn’t’ be a problem. Whether God
grants us understanding of a particular law or not, our part is to
obey. As long as we know it is God’s pronouncement, it suffices to
have peace with it, maintaining: It pleased the Lord God to have it that
way, and therefore, that’s the way it is.

 


While it is natural to speculate on things
our life revolves around yet we do not readily understand them, it
is important to remember that speculated meaning must not be
mistaken for a revelation. There is always the temptation to build
doctrines around speculations, especially if they are mistaken for
revelations.

 


Another way of making it easy
to relate with the spiritual law is by reminding ourselves and
maintaining that God is infinite in wisdom, and He knows best.
There are many
things about God that we must not struggle with. One of such things
is the totality of Who God is. When Moses asked God: Who shall I say sent me? God didn’t bother to describe Himself
enough for Moses to consequently go and describe Him to the people.
God answered him: I AM WHO I AM (Ex. 3:14). If the children of Israel had insisted
that Moses must describe God adequately for them to understand Him before they could surrender their destiny to
Him, it couldn’t have worked. That is also how it is with the
spiritual law. God is not obligated to clarify in order to justify
the divine law as a prerequisite for us to obey them. Meanwhile,
loyalty to the spiritual law is the mark of true
liberty.

 


There are many aspects of the physical world
that taxes our intellect. Even scientists often discover things
that they struggle to understand in this physical world. If we
cannot fully understand the physical world how much less can we
understand the spiritual things? When Nicodemus failed to figure
out what He was saying, Jesus asked: “If I have told you earthly
things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of
heavenly things?” (Jhn. 3:12). In Isaiah 55:8-9, we read:

 


For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

 


The Coded World


It is natural for the
supernatural to transcend the natural. There is always an infinity
staring at us; even as we ponder the unfathomable, we know that
there is a
law at work—the divine law. The Bible tells us that God created the
world and all there is through the Word. The world is therefore
coded in the Word, that is, the work of creation is a coded law.
Although it is a spiritual law that is outside our understanding,
not understanding it, however, does not diminish the fact that the
sum total of all that sustain our universe and life includes
spiritual laws. It is as unfathomable as it is unconceivable to
perceive life without divine laws.

 


In all the major categories of
the law, for example: the law of the land; moral law; spiritual law;
natural law, and divine law, there are always certain things that
we respond to in two ways: Either we don’t understand them or if we
do, we don’t like them. And if we don’t like them, we would always
have suggestions how they would have been put.

 


One of the spiritual laws that
we may not understand fully is what I call the ‘law of language.’
On the surface of it, languages may look arbitrary. That is to say,
when you call something in one language, mesa and in another, table, you may not see the rules that justify
that name in each language. In all the names and the other elements
of a language, especially for a person learning it as a new
language, it is not easy seeing the connection between the word and
what it represents. But when you are a native speaker of a
language, you begin to understand that there are considerable
justifications for language elements. It was because of the
law of a
language that Adam was able to name everything that God exposed
before him. To the extent we understand the law, to that extent we
would understand life.

 


God is not about to change His
laws because they are unpopular with men or that men do not understand them.
He doesn’t change His laws when man’s laws contradict His. The laws
of men are always being amended, which is another way of saying
that the laws of men keep on changing. This happens because of the
dynamics and adjustments in the sociopolitical and economic
settings. There are always new things coming up that makes it
crucial to change the laws of men. We read in the Bible about the
laws of the Medes and Persians that were purported not to be
changed.

 


Then these men assembled unto the king, and
said unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and
Persians is, that no decree nor statute which the king establisheth
may be changed.

—Daniel 6:15.

 


The spiritual law is supreme.
Even cases where men praised their law claiming that it
is unchangeable—not
even by the king himself—we read in the books of Ruth and Daniel
that God can defy these laws as He wills. And because of that they
can be changed.

 


The laws of men are also
destined to change—and so very often—because of some unforeseen circumstances
and assumptions that make the initial laws neither defendable nor
dependable. In other words, human beings can have very bad laws, to
say the least.

 


The grace, therefore, cannot be
understood as God initiating an amendment of His own laws in the
same sense we understand what prompts changes in the laws of men.
It is undebatable that there is something the law could not do,
namely, redeem. This however, was not an oversight on the part of
God—He is Omniscient. Rather, we understand the grace as God
deciding to do things in stages.

 


 


There is always an
infinity staring at us; even as we ponder the unfathomable, we know
that there is a law at work—the divine law.

 


 


First, He brought
some of the
specific laws to prove to man how burdensome certain things could
be. This prepared the way for Christ. We appreciate salvation more
when we know that it was beyond our merit and we appreciate the
grace more if we consider the weight of the (cultural and ritual)
laws it has taken off our backs. With the increasing urbanization
and population, where would people living in towns get so a
multitude of animals to sacrifice so often?

 


The Bible says: “The law of the
Lord is perfect, converting the soul” (Psalm 19:7). This perfection is not
periodic—the law of the Lord is always perfect. And here we are
talking about spiritual law—this is the law that has no expiry
date.

 


The apostle Paul tells the Romans: “For we
know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin”
(Rom. 7:14).

 


When a mother tells the son not
to touch the fire, she is protecting him from a natural
law—as we
had said earlier, albeit rhetorically, it is natural for the fire
to burn those who touch it. When God tells us to stop sinning, He
is protecting us from spiritual law—it is spiritual for a soul that
sinneth to burn in hell forever—and this is not
rhetoric.

 


But he that sinneth against me
wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death.

—Proverbs 8:36.

 


Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of
the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that
sinneth, it shall die.

—Ezekiel 18:4.

 


Do the Right Thing—and
Wait


Do the right thing and wait,
and as you wait, be clear that you may even suffer for doing the
right thing. There is a spiritual law that states that good people must
suffer. This does not make an immediate sense. One has to belabour
human logic vis-à-vis spiritual principles to get some ‘thinly-veiled’ sense. I
call it thinly veiled because it doesn’t qualify as an authentic
sense to satisfy most people. Meanwhile, the Bible exhorts us to
defy suffering by even rejoicing at its onslaught.

 


Wherein ye greatly rejoice,
though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through
manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at
the appearing of
Jesus Christ.

—1 Peter 1:6-7.

 


My brethren, count it all joy
when ye fall
into divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying of your
faith worketh patience. But let patience have
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