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			Kiley Bennett is the artist and teacher behind Kiley in Kentucky www.kileyinkentucky.com. In 2015, Kiley purchased a couple of brush pens on her lunch break and then spent the rest of the day lettering at her desk at work. Within a year, she was able to take her new business as a lettering artist full-time, and she has since begun teaching online classes to students from around the world! Since the release of her first book, Super Simple Hand Lettering, Kiley has expanded her focus to include art in other mediums, with brush lettering still being the one she knows best. Kiley and her husband, Daniel, live in Lexington, Kentucky.
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			I am honored that you have chosen this book to inspire creativity in your life. Whether you’ve been lettering for years, months, weeks, or days, please know that your art will bring joy and beauty into the world however you choose to share it—and I really hope you choose to share it!

			In this book, you’ll find super simple projects for the home, holidays, celebrations, and beyond. My biggest hope is that you will use this book to light your own spark of creativity—these projects are customizable in countless ways. Your own personal touch is the only step I couldn’t include inside these pages.

			Now, get to making and share your gifts with the world!

			Best wishes and happiest lettering,
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			Decorative Chalkboard

			Chalkboard designs make wonderfully fleeting art for holidays, birthdays, weddings, and more. The method is forgiving, because erasing is easy—but be careful not to smudge your work!
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			Materials

			
					Chalkboard

					Chalk

					Ruler

					Mechanical pencil sharpener

					Soft cloth and cotton buds

					Eraser
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			1. When starting with a new chalkboard, the first step is to “season” your board. This is super easy! Cover your board in chalk, in as many layers as you please.
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			2. Wipe away the chalk with a dry cloth. Repeat the process as many times as it takes to achieve a worn-in look. Don’t worry about wiping every last bit of chalk clean from the board—leaving some chalk residue behind will help later when you add dimension to the lettered design.
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			3. Chalk is the primary medium for this project. Because lettering with a flat, dull piece of chalk is more difficult than it is pretty, grab a pencil sharpener and sharpen your chalk. Be very delicate when sharpening chalk—it breaks easily. You will have to continually sharpen your chalk to keep the end pointed for lettering.
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			4. Guides for lettered designs are very helpful and easy to make. Using a flexible ruler, measure the chalkboard and use chalk to divide the board into even sections.
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			5. I made this grid to help me evenly space my design out. Your grid may look different, depending on the size of your board and the scale of your design. Sketch out a guide that makes sense to you.
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			6. Begin lettering. I started with the word that will be central to my design. Don’t worry about thickening downstrokes at this step.
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			7. Continue sketching your design.
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			8. Remember to sharpen your chalk frequently.
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			9. When the lettering is complete, add a few embellishments to fill space and add balance. I started with a sprig of leaves on each side of the lettering.

			[image: ]

			10. I decided that one more sprig at the bottom would help balance out the shape as a whole.
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			11. The best part about chalkboard lettering is how easy it is to erase mistakes. At this stage, you can just swipe away errors or areas to be adjusted with a finger.
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			12. Now go back in and thicken those downstrokes.

			[image: ]

			13. I decided to add serif lines to my print words at the top of my design.
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			14. Continue to thicken your downstrokes throughout the rest of your design.
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			15. Fill in those final details, like the underlining here.
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			16. When you’re happy with your design, use a dry cloth to wipe away the visible gridlines.
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			17. For extra-tight spaces, use a cotton bud.
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			18. Lastly, add dimension by giving the letters a shadow. Use the eraser of a pencil to “erase” a thin line to the left side of all of your strokes, removing the residue to reveal the clean black chalkboard underneath.
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			19. Imagine where shadows would fall on your lettering and incorporate them there. This doesn’t have to be perfectly accurate—the effect will shine through beautifully even if it’s not quite true to life.
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			20 Display your finished piece where everyone can see it! And, when the holiday is over,  
 erase it and create a new seasonally appropriate design.
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			Chalkboards also look great in the kitchen or common area to serve as a list that everyone in your household can add to. A little fancy lettering at the top and some grid lines will help everyone stay more organized.

		


		
			Cake & Cupcake Toppers

			There’s nothing better than when your dessert is calling for you…literally! With this project, you’ll learn the simplest way to dress up a grocery store cake or a boxed cupcake mix with supplies you probably already have at home. Cake toppers are versatile enough that they can be easily designed to fit any theme or celebration. Whether it’s a birthday, wedding, graduation party, or holiday gathering, you’ll be able to whip these up with time to spare.
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			Materials

			
					Cardstock in any color or pattern of choice

					Pencil

					Eraser

					Lettering tool of choice

					Scissors

					Cake pop sticks, toothpicks, or skewers

					Adhesive
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			1. Start with a blank sheet of cardstock to sketch out your cake topper shapes. Or see "Templates" for some easy-to-use templates to make this project even simpler.
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			2. When choosing shapes, take into account the size of your treat to ensure you don’t end up with a topper that is too big or too small to suit.
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			3. Either cut out your shapes now or hand letter your sentiments on them before cutting. It is completely up to you!
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			4. I chose to cut my shapes out at this stage.
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			5. Use a pencil to lightly sketch your sentiments before using your final lettering tool of choice. Sketch lightly so you’ll be able to cleanly erase any and all signs of pencil after lettering in ink.
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			6. It can help to start from the outside and work your way in, as I’m doing with the word “birthday” here. 
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			7. My favorite pen of all time is the Tombow Fudenosuke Soft Tip (shown here). I rely on this pen when I want a classic hand-lettered look or a thin, modern brush-lettered style. If you want thicker or bolder brush lettering, try a Tombow Dual Brush Pen instead.
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			8. The lettering is already done! 
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			9. Just like that, you’re ready to assemble your cake toppers. Use a strong adhesive to attach the stick, toothpick, or skewer to the back of the topper. For this cupcake topper, I am attaching two banners to a single tall stick, adhering it on the back left side. Check the "Templates"for suggestions on where exactly to place your topper sticks.
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			10. Insert your topper into your baked goods so that the paper banner “flies” above the food!
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			For a vibrant look, cut a variety of shapes from colorful cardstock and add them surrounding a hand-lettered banner. This will make a real statement. (Just be cautious lighting candles near the paper!)
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			These modern toppers are as simple as they look. Go with a brush-lettered monogram or cut a simple phrase from cardstock to create these pretty birthday or anniversary toppers. Gold monoline lettering looks understated and refined.
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			Layer one color of cardstock under another for a border effect.
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			Wrap some coordinating washi tape around the topper stick to create something that matches your party’s color scheme.

		


		
			Place Cards

			Place settings are the finishing touch for any celebration! The best part about them is how easy they are to create. Using a pack of store-bought place-setting cards (or copying the card "Templates"), you can create any of three beautiful, simple styles to add that personal touch to your next wedding or dinner party. 
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			Materials

			
					Blank place-setting cards or cardstock and scissors

					Pencil

					Eraser

					Lettering tool of choice

					Brush markers

					Metallic pens

			

			[image: ]

			1. The first style is a modern brush-lettered look. Starting with a pencil, lightly sketch the guest’s name onto the card. I started at the left edge of the card with an extending line. I will do this on both sides of the card so it looks like the name flows off the edges.
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			2. Time to ink! I love the Tombow Fudenosuke Soft Tip for this project. If you prefer even thinner lettering, try the Fudenosuke Hard Tip.
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			3. Take your time lettering over each name. This is the fun part!

			[image: ]

			4. Gently erase any visible pencil marks, and then this style is done!
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			5. For the next style, I’m adding a pop of color with a brush pen in a very light shade. I used a Tombow Dual Brush Pen in shade 942, but experiment with colors you like.

			[image: ]

			6. With the pen, make two slightly overlapping swashes across the center of the card. This creates a light-colored background that adds interest to your final look.
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			7. Each background is slightly different, which makes the pieces look handmade rather than computer generated—exactly what you want.
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			8. Using a pencil again, sketch the name of your guest. For this style, I am using all caps for the first name and a script for the last name.
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			9. Add your ink. I’m still using the Tombow Fudenosuke Soft Tip here.
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			10. Lightly erase any visible pencil marks. These are done!
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			11. For the final style, I am using a gold metallic pen to create a shiny monoline look.
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			12. I opted to use only the first name for this style. This is the easiest style of them all, but it looks so beautiful!
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			A black ink wash behind gold metallic lettering looks bold and chic.
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			Add some watercolor washes to the bottoms of your cards in colors that fit your theme to really make a statement.
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			Choose a color based on the mood of the party. A silver metallic pen is more classic and not quite as luxurious as the gold pen.
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			Place settings don’t have to be limited to paper. These wood slices look gorgeous with some gold and white paint, and they double as party favors!

		


		
			Glass Signs

			Glass signs are super popular for weddings and other celebrations, and they’re so simple to create if you have any extra picture frames or mirrors lying around at home. I’ll be using a paint pen to create a welcome sign for a wedding ceremony. You’ll be surprised how quickly this can be done!
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			Materials

			
					Glass frame or other glass or mirror item

					Pencil

					Paper

					Eraser

					Ruler

					Glue (optional)

					White paint pen 
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			1. To start, measure your glass frame. Then tape together pieces of paper until you have a paper template the size of the frame. You will be sketching your design onto this paper template.
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			2. Use a ruler to section the paper into quadrants or whatever divisions make sense for your design. I started sketching the large “WELCOME” first and will add my smaller lettering afterward.
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			3. To ensure that the line of print lettering below stayed even, I started in the center of the paper with my center letter (in this case, the “W” in “WEDDING”). In some cases, on large-scale pieces, it’s easier to start in the center and work outward like this.
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			4. It looks far from perfect at this point, but it will quickly come together in the next step.
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			5. Lay your glass frame on top of your sketch. I am using a floating frame, but you can remove the backer from a regular picture frame as well. Simply secure your glass panel to the inside of your frame with glue.
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			6. This paint pen is my trusty sidekick for lettering on glass. It uses acrylic paint, which has the advantage
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