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Tubo (Part I) 

Tubo originally belonged to the Western Qiang ethnic group. There were about 150 tribes, scattered between the Yellow River, Huangshui River, Yangtze River, and Minshan Mountains, including the Faqiang and Tangmao tribes. However, they had never had contact with the Central Plains. They lived west of the Xizhi River. Their ancestor was Guti Buxiye, who was strong, brave, and very intelligent. He gradually annexed various Qiang tribes and occupied their land. Since the pronunciations of "Bo" and "Fa" were similar, his descendants were called Tubo, and their surname was Busuoye. Some said they were the descendants of Tufa Lilugu of the Southern Liang. He had two sons, Fanni and Nutan. Nutan succeeded him but was destroyed by Qifu Chipan. Fanni led the remaining troops to submit to Juqu Mengxun and was appointed as the governor of Linsong. After Mengxun was destroyed, Fanni led his troops westward across the Yellow River and over the Jishi Mountains, and then took control of the Qiang tribes.  

In their custom, "zan" means strong and heroic, and "pu" means man. So their leaders are called "zanpu", and the wives of the zanpu are called "momeg". Their officials include the grand chancellor called "Luncha", and the vice-chancellor called "Luncha Humang", one each, also known as the grand minister and the junior minister; there is also a protector-general called "Xibian Chibu"; there is an internal grand chancellor called "Nanglun Chibu", also known as "Lunmangre", the vice-internal chancellor called "Nanglun Milingbu", and the junior internal chancellor called "Nanglun Chong", one each; there is also a grand disciplinarian called "Yuhanbo Chibu", the vice-disciplinarian called "Yuhan Milingbu", and the junior disciplinarian called "Yuhanbo Chong". All of them handle national affairs, and are collectively called "Shang Lun Chi Bu Tu Tu".  The country is located 8,000 li west of the capital and 500 li from Shanshan.  It has hundreds of thousands of able - bodied soldiers.  There are often thunder, lightning, wind, and hail in the country, and there is snow all year round.  In midsummer, it is like spring in the Central Plains, and there is often ice in the valleys.  There are cold plagues in the area. People infected with it will have shortness of breath but will not die.  The zanpu lives in the Bapu River area or the Luosuo River area.  They have cities and houses but don't like to live in them. They connect felt tents to live in, called the great felt tent, which can accommodate hundreds of people. Their guards are strict, but the camp is quite small. The common people live in small felt tents, and many of them live to over a hundred years old. They mostly wear felt and leather. They think it's beautiful to paint their faces red.  Women braid their hair and coil it up. Their utensils are made of bent wood with leather bottoms, or made of felt.  They coagulate dough into bowls, put soup and yogurt in them and eat together, and hold wine with their hands to drink.  The badges of their officials: the best is turquoise, followed by gold, then silver coated with gold, then silver, and the lowest is copper.  They vary in size and are attached to the front of the arm to distinguish between the noble and the common.  The roofs of their houses are flat and can be several zhang high.  Their crops include wheat, highland barley, buckwheat, and beans.  Their animals include yaks, famous horses, dogs, sheep, pigs.  The skins of marmots can be made into furs. The one - humped camels can run a thousand li a day.  Their treasures are gold, silver, tin, and copper.  When someone dies, they are buried in tombs and plastered.  Their governance has no written language. They tie knots on ropes and notch wood for agreements.  Their punishments: even for minor crimes, the offender's eyes will be gouged out, or they will be punished by cutting off feet or noses, and whipped with leather whips. The punishments vary according to the mood of the punisher and have no fixed rules. Their prisons are holes several zhang deep in the ground. Prisoners are put inside and released after two or three years. When they entertain important guests, they must drive yaks out and let the guests shoot them before they dare to serve the food. Their custom values ghosts and respects witches. They worship the ram as the great god. They like Buddhism, practice incantations. The country's affairs must be decided with the participation of Buddhist monks.  Most of them wear bows and swords. They can't get drunk when drinking. Women are not allowed to participate in politics. They value the strong and despise the weak. Mothers bow to their sons, and sons are arrogant towards their fathers. When going out, the young go first and the old follow. They value dying in battle. Families with generations of soldiers dying in battle are considered noble. Those who are defeated or cowardly have fox tails hung on their heads as a disgrace and are not allowed to be treated as ordinary people. When they bow, they must put their hands on the ground and howl like dogs, and then bow twice and stop. When in mourning for their parents, they cut their hair, blacken their faces, and wear black clothes. They resume normal life after the burial. When they mobilize troops, they use a seven - inch golden arrow as a token. There is a post station every hundred li. In case of urgent military news, the postmen wear silver falcon badges on their chests. The more urgent the news, the more falcon badges. They light beacons to report enemy invasions. They herd their livestock, moving with the water and grass without a fixed place. Their armor is excellent, covering the whole body with only holes for the eyes. Even strong bows and sharp swords can't cause much damage.  Their military rules are strict, and the army doesn't carry rations. They rely on plunder for supplies. In every battle, the front line must fight to the death before the back line advances. They take the wheat harvest as the beginning of the year. Their games are chess and liubo. Their music includes blowing conch shells and beating drums. Their monarch and ministers are friends with each other. A group of five or six people is called a "group of co - fated people". When the monarch dies, they all commit suicide to be buried with him. Their clothes, ornaments, and horses are all buried. They build a big house on top of the tomb and plant many trees as a place of sacrifice. The zanpu and his ministers have a small alliance once a year, using sheep, dogs, and monkeys as sacrifices; they have a major alliance once every three years. At night, they offer various sacrifices on the altars, using humans, horses, cows, and donkeys as sacrifices. All the sacrificial animals must have their feet broken and intestines torn out and placed in front. They let the witch tell the gods, "Those who break the alliance will end up like these animals."  

After that, there was a leader named Ji Xiaidongmo. Xiaidongmo gave birth to Tu Tudu. Tu Tudu gave birth to Jielishiruo. Jielishiruo gave birth to Bonongruo. Bonongruo gave birth to Jusuoruo. Jusuoruo gave birth to Lunzansuo. Lunzansuo gave birth to Songtsen Gampo, also named Qisunong, and also known as Foye clan. He was generous and talented. He often chased wild horses and yaks and galloped to stab them for fun. The countries in the Western Regions all submitted to him. 

In the eighth year of Zhenguan during Emperor Taizong's reign, Tubo first sent envoys to pay homage to the court. The emperor sent Feng Dexia, an official in charge of diplomatic affairs, to convey a message of comfort. Songtsen Gampo heard that both the Turks and Tuyuhun had married imperial princesses, so he sent envoys with gifts to propose marriage, but the emperor refused. When the envoys returned, they lied, saying, "The Son of Heaven treated us well and we almost got the princess. But when the king of Tuyuhun went to the court, the offer was rejected. Maybe someone was sowing discord between us?" Songtsen Gampo was angry and led his troops together with those of Zhangzhung to attack Tuyuhun. Tuyuhun couldn't resist and fled to the north of Qinghai Lake. Tubo took all of its assets and livestock. Then they attacked the Dangxiang and Bailan Qiang tribes and defeated them. Songtsen Gampo led 200,000 troops to invade Songzhou. He sent envoys to present golden armor and said he was coming to welcome the princess. He said to his subordinates, "If the princess doesn't come, I'll keep advancing." Governor Han Wei rashly went out to reconnoiter the enemy and was defeated instead. The affiliated Qiang tribes were greatly disturbed and all rebelled to support the enemy. Then the emperor issued an edict appointing Hou Junji, the minister of the Ministry of Personnel, as the grand commander of the expedition. Hou Junji was to go via the Dangmi Road. Zhishi Sili, the great general of the Right Leading Army, was to go via the Bailan Road. Niu Jinda, the great general of the Right Guards of the Martial Camp, was to go via the Kuoshui Road. Liu Lan, the general of the Right Leading Army, was to go via the Taohe Road. They were all made commanders of the expedition, leading 50,000 infantry and cavalry to launch a punitive expedition. Niu Jinda launched a night attack on the enemy's camp from Songzhou and beheaded a thousand enemies. 

At the beginning of the eastern invasion, the war had lasted for several years without a cease. The ministers requested to return to the country, but Songtsen Gampo didn't listen, and eight of them committed suicide. By this time, Songtsen Gampo began to be afraid and led his troops away. He sent envoys to apologize and firmly requested to marry a princess. The emperor agreed. He sent the grand minister Gar Tongtsen Yülsung to present 5,000 taels of gold and other treasures of equal value as a betrothal gift. 

In the 15th year, the emperor married a princess of the imperial clan, Princess Wencheng, to Songtsen Gampo. He issued an edict for Li Daozong, the Prince of Jiangxia, to escort the princess with imperial credentials and build a residence in the state of the Prince of Heyuan. Songtsen Gampo led his troops to camp by Lake Bangor to personally welcome the princess. When he saw Li Daozong, he performed the etiquette of a son - in - law very respectfully. Seeing the beautiful clothes of the people from the Central Plains, he felt ashamed and dejected. After returning to his country, since none of his ancestors had married a daughter of the emperor, he built a city for the princess to show off to later generations and then established palaces for her to live in. The princess disliked the locals painting their faces red, so Songtsen Gampo issued an order in the country to ban it. He took off his felt and woolen clothes and put on silk and satin, following the fashion of the Central Plains. He sent the children of the noble families to the Imperial College to learn "The Book of Songs" and "The Book of History". He also requested scholars to manage official documents.  

After the emperor returned from the campaign against Korea, he sent Gar Tongtsen Yülsung to present a memorial saying, "Your Majesty has pacified all directions. All the lands illuminated by the sun and the moon are under your rule. Korea, relying on its distance, fails to follow the rites. Your Majesty personally led the troops across the Liao River, destroyed the cities and broke through the enemy's formations, and will surely return victorious soon. Even a wild goose flying in the sky couldn't be as fast. Since a goose is similar to a wild goose, I've carefully made a golden goose to present to you." The goose was seven feet tall and could hold three hu of wine inside. In the 22nd year, Wang Xuance, the chief clerk of the Right Guard Commandant's Office, was sent on a mission to the Western Regions and was robbed by the Central Indian kingdom. Songtsen Gampo sent elite troops to follow Wang Xuance to defeat them and came to present the captives. 

When Emperor Gaozong ascended the throne, Songtsen Gampo was promoted to be the commandant of the imperial son-in-law and the Prince of Xihai.  Songtsen Gampo wrote a letter to Changsun Wuji, saying, "Since the Son of Heaven has just ascended the throne, if there are disloyal officials below, I'm willing to lead my troops to the capital to jointly punish them." He also presented 15 kinds of gold ornaments to be offered at the Zhaoling Mausoleum.  He was further promoted to be the Prince of Cong and was generously rewarded.  He also requested silkworm eggs, winemakers, and various craftsmen such as those for mills.  The emperor issued an edict to approve. In the early years of Yonghui, he died, and the emperor sent envoys to offer condolences and conduct sacrifices.  He had no son, so his grandson was established as the successor.  Since the grandson was too young to handle affairs, Gar Tongtsen Yülsung served as the prime minister of the country.  

In the third year of the Xianqing era, Tubo presented gold basins, gold jars and other items, and requested to marry a princess again. Before long, Tuyuhun submitted to the Tang Dynasty. Gar Tongtsen Yülsung was resentful and led elite troops to attack it. A minister of Tuyuhun named Suhegui fled to Tubo and told them about the actual situation, so Tubo was able to defeat the Tuyuhun Kingdom. Murong Nuohuobo and Princess Honghua led the remaining people to flee to Liangzhou. The emperor issued an edict appointing Zheng Rentai, the governor of Liangzhou, as the grand commander of the Qinghai - route expeditionary army, leading generals such as Dugu Qingyun to garrison in Liangzhou and Shanzhou. Su Dingfang, the great general of the Left Imperial Guard, was appointed as the ambassador for pacification and was in charge of coordinating the generals to suppress the chaos. A Tubo envoy named Gar Trison Tsab entered the court and listed the crimes of Tuyuhun. The emperor sent envoys to scold them. Then Tubo sent envoys to ask for reconciliation with Tuyuhun and to request the Chishui area for grazing horses, but the request was rejected. At this time, Gar Tongtsen Yülsung died. 

Gar Tongtsen Yülsung was illiterate but intelligent and resolute. He had good control over the use of troops. Tubo relied on him and became a powerful country. When he first came to the court, his responses to the emperor's questions were in line with the emperor's wishes. Emperor Taizong promoted him to be the great general of the Right Imperial Guard and wanted to marry him to the granddaughter of the Princess of Langya. Gar Tongtsen Yülsung said, "My ancestors arranged marriages for me, and I dare not accept your edict. Moreover, since the Zanpu has not yet met the princess, how can I, as a subordinate, accept this?" The emperor was surprised by his words, but wanted to show kindness to him and didn't listen to his refusal. He had sons named Khri 'Bring Ceng, Btsan po ba, Srid zung and Bkra blon. After Gar Tongtsen Yülsung's death, his brothers all took charge of the state affairs. From then on, Tubo invaded the border areas every year and completely occupied the twelve dependent prefectures of various Qiang tribes. 

During the Zongzhang era, there was a discussion about relocating the Tuyuhun tribe to the southern mountains near Liangzhou. The emperor was concerned about Tubo's incursions and summoned the prime ministers Jiang Ke and Yan Liben, as well as the general Qibi Heli, to discuss attacking Tubo first. Yan Liben said, "The people are suffering from famine, and we can't dispatch troops." Qibi Heli said, "Tubo is located in the far - west. I'm afraid that by the time our troops arrive, they'll flee like beasts and hide in the mountains. We'll gain nothing from the pursuit. Come spring, they'll invade Tuyuhun again. I suggest we don't go to the rescue, so that they'll think we're exhausted and become arrogant. Then we can wipe them out in one fell swoop." Jiang Ke said, "No. Tuyuhun is in decline, while Tubo is victorious. With a declining morale to resist the victorious army, they'll surely be no match in battle. If we don't rescue them, they'll be destroyed. I think our imperial army should rush to their aid to keep their state alive, and then we can make long - term plans later." The discussion ended without a decision, and the relocation couldn't be carried out either. 

In the first year of the Xianheng era, Tubo invaded and damaged eighteen dependent prefectures. They led the people of Yutian to capture the Balhuan City of Qiuci. As a result, the four garrison towns in the Western Regions were all abolished. The emperor issued an edict appointing Xue Rengui, the great general of the Right Prohibitive Guards, as the grand commander of the Luosuo - route expeditionary army. Ashina Daozhen, the acting great general of the Left Guards, and Guo Daifeng, the general of the Left Guards, served as his deputies to go on an expedition against Tubo and escort the Tuyuhun people back to their country. The army numbered more than 100,000. When they reached the Dafei River Valley, they were blocked by Khri 'Bring Ceng. The imperial army was defeated. Then Tubo destroyed Tuyuhun and occupied all its territory. The emperor issued an edict appointing Jiang Ke, the Minister of the Ministry of War and a councilor of the East and West Secretariats, as the grand commander of the Liangzhou - route expeditionary army to go on an expedition. But Jiang Ke died, so the army returned. 

Tubo sent a minister named Gar Trison Tsab to enter the court. Gar Trison Tsab had studied at the Imperial College when he was young and was quite literate. The emperor summoned and asked him, "Is the Zanpu as wise as his grandfather?" He replied, "He is not as brave, decisive and good at making decisions as his grandfather. However, he is diligent in governing the country, and no one below dares to deceive him. He is a good ruler. Moreover, Tubo is located in the cold and desolate wilderness with few products. To the north of Lake Ngoring, there is still snow in midsummer. People wear thick felt in summer and furs in winter. They move with the water and grass for grazing. In cold weather, they live in cities or set up tents. Their utensils are not even one - ten - thousandth as good as those in the Central Plains. But the whole country works together. Decisions are made from the bottom up and based on the people's interests, so the country can be strong for a long time." The emperor said, "Tuyuhun and Tubo were originally countries related by marriage. Suhegui betrayed his lord, and Tubo took him in and seized their land. Xue Rengui and others went to help the Murong clan, but Tubo ambushed them and invaded our Liangzhou. Why?" Gar Trison Tsab bowed his head and said, "I was sent here to offer tributes. I know nothing about other things." The emperor thought his answer was reasonable. However, since Gar Trison Tsab was not a decision - making minister, the emperor treated him with less courtesy. 

In the second year of the Shangyuan era, Tubo sent a minister named Gar Tho gon mi to ask for peace and also to seek reconciliation with Tuyuhun, but the emperor didn't agree. The next year, Tubo attacked the four prefectures of Shan, Kuo, He and Fang, killing and plundering officials and tens of thousands of horses and cattle. Then the emperor issued an edict appointing Prince Xian of Zhou as the marshal of the Taozhou - route expeditionary army, leading twelve military governors including Liu Shenli, the minister of the Ministry of Works. Prince Lun of Xiang was appointed as the marshal of the Liangzhou - route expeditionary army, leading the troops of Qibi Heli, the great general of the Left Guards, and Xiao Siye, the minister of the Court of State Ceremonial, to launch an expedition against Tubo. However, the two princes didn't set off. Tubo attacked Diezhou, captured the two counties of Migong and Danling, and then attacked Fuzhou, defeating the defending general. Then Liu Rengui, the left - assistant minister of the Secretariat, was carefully selected to be the defender of Taohe Town. But after a long time, he achieved no results. 

Tubo joined forces with the Western Turks to attack Anxi. Then the emperor ordered Li Jingxuan, the chief minister of the Central Secretariat, to be the grand commander of the Taohe - route expeditionary army, the ambassador for pacification and consolation of Xihe, and the governor of Shanzhou, replacing Liu Rengui. An imperial edict was issued to recruit brave warriors without restrictions on their household registrations, corvée services, or past mistakes. The emperor personally saw them off. He also ordered Li Xiaoyi, the prefect of Yizhou, and Tuo Wangfeng, the governor of Xizhou, to mobilize troops from Jiannan and Shannan. In the first battle at Longzhi, Tubo was defeated. Li Jingxuan led Liu Shenli to attack Tubo on the Qinghai Lake. Liu Shenli died in the battle. Li Jingxuan halted at Chengfeng Ridge. Due to the difficult terrain, he couldn't advance freely. Tubo pressed on the camp of the imperial army. Hei Chi Changzhi, the general of the Left Leading Army, led 500 fearless soldiers to hack Tubo's camp at night. The enemy was startled, and many of them were trampled to death in the chaos. Then Tubo retreated. Li Jingxuan barely escaped. 

Since the emperor was gentle - natured and lacked long - term strategies, seeing that the generals had been defeated several times, he extensively consulted his close ministers to seek ways to resist Tubo. The emperor said, "I've never put on armor and led the army. In the past, we destroyed Goguryeo and Baekje. With continuous military campaigns in recent years, the Central Plains has been in turmoil. I still regret it to this day. Now that Tubo is invading from within, what's your advice for me?" Liu Yizhi, a courtier in charge of drafting imperial edicts, and others all replied that they should attack after the people's lives had improved. Some said that the enemy was cunning and treacherous, and there should be no peace negotiation with them. Others said that it was advisable to conduct garrison farming and strengthen defenses. Only Xue Yuanchao, the deputy chief minister of the Central Secretariat, said, "Letting the enemy go will cause trouble. It's better to deploy troops to attack them." The emperor looked at Lai Heng, the deputy chief minister of the Palace Secretariat, and said, "Since Li Ji passed away, there has been no good general." Lai Heng immediately said, "Previously, the troops in Taohe were strong enough to control the enemy, but the generals didn't follow orders, so no achievements were made." The emperor didn't understand at all and thus ended the discussion.  

In the fourth year of the Yifeng era, the Zanpu died, and his son Khri Mesi Lun gdong was enthroned. Gar 'Bring Ceng once again monopolized the power. He sent a minister to announce the Zanpu's death. The emperor sent an envoy to attend the funeral. The next year, Gar Btsan sba and Suhegui led 30,000 troops to attack Heyuan and camped at Liangfei River. Li Jingxuan fought with them in Huangchuan and was defeated. Hei Chi Changzhi, the general of the Left Martial Guards, led 3,000 elite cavalry to raid their camp at night. Gar Btsan sba was frightened and led his troops away. Then Hei Chi Changzhi was promoted to be the grand commander for strategic planning of the Heyuan Army. He strengthened the beacon - tower sentry system and carried out garrison farming, which somewhat curbed the enemy's schemes. 

At first, in Jiannan, the Anrong City was built to the west of Maozhou to control its border areas. Soon, the native Qiang people led the Tubo troops to capture and defend it. Then Tubo annexed the various Man ethnic groups around the Erhai Lake and subjugated all the Qiang ethnic groups such as Zhangzhung and Dangxiang. Its territory bordered Songzhou, Maozhou and Xizhou in the east, reached Brahman in the south, captured the four garrison towns in the west, and bordered the Turks in the north, covering an area of more than ten thousand li in circumference, which was unprecedented among the ethnic groups in the Han and Wei dynasties. 

In the first year of the Yonglong era, Princess Wencheng passed away. Tubo sent envoys to offer condolences and also returned the body of Chen Xingyan. At first, when Chen Xingyan was sent as an envoy to Tubo, Gar 'Bring Ceng wanted him to bow to himself and threatened him with troops, but Chen did not yield and was detained for ten years. When his body was returned, he was posthumously granted the title of governor of Muzhou. Gar Btsan sba invaded Liangfei River again, but was repelled by Hei Chi Changzhi. 

During the reign of Empress Wu, Tubo joined the barbarians in the court - congratulatory ceremony. In the first year of the Yongchang era, an imperial edict was issued appointing Wei Daijia, the right - prime minister of the Wenchang Palace, as the grand commander of the Anxi - route expeditionary army, with Yan Wengu, the grand protector - general of Anxi, as his deputy to launch an expedition against Tubo. The troops lingered on the way, and the commanders were either executed or exiled. The next year, another imperial edict was issued appointing Cen Changqian, the right - prime minister of the Wenchang Palace, as the grand commander of the Wuwei - route expeditionary army to attack Tubo, but the troops were recalled halfway.  

The next year, Gesu, the great chieftain, led the Guichuan tribe and 300,000 people of the Dangxiang ethnic group to surrender. Empress Wu appointed Zhang Xuanyu, the general of the Right Jade Constellation Guards, as the pacification ambassador, leading 20,000 troops to meet them. When they reached the Dadu River, Tubo captured Gesu. Another chieftain, Zancha, led 8,000 Qiang and Man people to come on their own. Zhang Xuanyu established Yezhou within their tribe and appointed Zancha as the governor. He carved inscriptions on Dadu Mountain to record the achievement. 

In that year, an imperial edict was issued again, appointing Wang Xiaojie, the general of the Right Eagle - Flying Guards, as the commander of the Wuwei - route expeditionary army. He led Tang Xiujing, the governor of Xizhou, and Ashina Zhongjie, the great general of the Left Martial Guards, to attack Tubo and defeated their forces greatly. They recaptured the four garrison towns and relocated the Anxi Protectorate to Kucha and stationed troops there. Some advisors proposed to abandon the four garrison towns. Cui Rong, the right - courtier - historian, presented a proposal, saying, "The barbarians have long been a threat to the Central Plains. Even the Five Emperors and Three Kings could not subdue them. In the Han Dynasty, a million troops were trapped in Pingcheng. Later, Emperor Wu was greatly enraged and was determined to deal with the barbarians. Zhang Qian first opened up the Western Regions. The Han Dynasty established four commanderies, occupied two passes, cut off the right - arm of the Xiongnu, gradually crossed the Yellow River and the Huangshui River, and built Lingju to cut off the connection with the southern Qiang. Then, watchtowers and beacons were set up thousands of miles beyond the Great Wall. The treasury was emptied, and soldiers and horses were exhausted. Envoys were sent continuously year after year. Even leather money was issued, property taxes were levied, and taxes on boats and vehicles were imposed, and the government monopolized the wine trade. It was not out of a lack of consideration but for long - term plans! The Xiongnu then fled far away in isolation, and the Western Regions were opened up, and envoys were dispatched to manage it. After Emperor Guangwu restored the Han Dynasty, all the regions in the Western Regions became vassals again. By the Yanguang era, the connection was cut off three times and restored three times. Emperor Taizong followed the old path of the Han Dynasty, reaching the Pamirs along the southern mountains. He established prefectures and towns, with signals visible from one to another, and Tubo did not dare to invade. During the reign of Emperor Gaozong, the relevant officials were incompetent and abandoned the four garrison towns. Then Tubo became powerful, invaded the west of Yanqi, advanced rapidly to the right, crossed Gaochang, passed by Jushi, raided Changle, crossed the Mohoyan Desert, and threatened Dunhuang. Now, Wang Xiaojie has recaptured the four garrison towns and restored the former territory of the late emperor. If we abandon them again, it is like destroying our own achievements and ruining a perfect strategy. Without the defense of the four garrison towns, the barbarian troops will surely invade the Western Regions. If the Western Regions are in turmoil, the southern Qiang will be intimidated. If the southern Qiang joins forces, the Hexi region will be in danger. Moreover, the Mohoyan Desert is two thousand li long and has no water or grass. If the northern part is connected to the enemy, the Tang troops cannot cross it to the north, and all the vassal states in Yixi, Beiting, and Anxi will be lost." The proposal to abandon the four garrison towns was then rejected.  

Then the chieftain Blon btsan and the pseudo - khan of the Turks, Ashina Tuyuz, invaded the south. They fought with Wang Xiaojie at Lengquan and fled after being defeated. Han Sizhong, the garrison commander of Suiye Town, captured the city of Nushumos. In the first year of the Zhengsheng era, Gar 'Bring Ceng and Gar Btsan sba attacked Lantao. Wang Xiaojie, as the grand commander of the Subduing - Barbarians Route, fought them at Suluo Khan Mountain, and the Tubo troops were defeated and retreated. They also attacked Liangzhou and killed the governor. Then they sent envoys to ask for peace, proposing to withdraw the troops from the four garrison towns and demanding to divide the land of the Ten Surnames. Empress Wu sent Guo Yuanzhen, a county magistrate of Tongquan, as an envoy. On the way, he met Gar 'Bring Ceng. Guo Yuanzhen said, "Gar Tongtsen Yülsung served the court and swore eternal friendship. Now, you suddenly break off the relationship and harass the border every year. Your father established friendship, but you break it. Is this filial piety? Your father served the court, but you rebel. Is this loyalty?" Gar 'Bring Ceng replied, "Yes! But if the Son of Heaven agrees to peace, can we withdraw the garrisons of the two countries and let the Ten Surnames Turks and the four garrison towns each establish their own rulers to defend their own countries?" Guo Yuanzhen said, "The Tang Dynasty uses the Ten Surnames and the four garrison towns to pacify the western regions and be the lord of the various states. There is no other intention. Moreover, these tribes are different from Tubo and have long been registered as subjects of the Tang Dynasty." Gar 'Bring Ceng said, "Does the envoy think that I am trying to weaken these tribes and cause trouble for the Tang border? If I were greedy for land and wealth, Qinghai and Huangchuan are nearby. Why do I ignore them? The Turkic tribes are in the vast desert, far away from the Central Plains. How could I fight for land tens of thousands of miles away? Moreover, the Tang Dynasty has subjugated all the barbarians. Even the far - reaching overseas areas have been brought under control. The only reason Tubo still exists is that my brothers are cautious and can protect each other. The Five Tardush tribes of the Ten Surnames are close to Anxi but far from Tubo. The Yabgu is only separated from me by a desert. Cavalry can reach there within ten days, which is why I am worried. The Wuhai Lake and the Yellow River are difficult to access and are full of miasma. The Tang troops will surely not be able to enter. Then weak troops and incompetent generals can easily cause trouble for Tubo. So I want to get this area, not to plot against the other tribes. The distance between Ganzhou, Liangzhou and Jishi is two thousand li. The widest part is no more than a few hundred li, and the narrowest part is only a hundred li. If I send troops out of Zhangye and Yumen, I can prevent the people of the great country from farming in spring and harvesting in autumn. In five or six years, I can cut off its right - wing. Now I don't do it, so there is no need for you to worry about me. After the battle of Qinghai, Huang Rensu negotiated a peace, but the border guards were not vigilant. Cui Zhibian raided my cattle and sheep by the tens of thousands at Yabgu. That's why I make this request." The envoy firmly pleaded for it, but Guo Yuanzhen firmly said it could not be allowed, and Empress Wu followed his advice.  

Gar 'Bring Ceng had monopolized state power for a long time, often staying in the capital to handle affairs. His younger brothers all commanded troops in different regions. Gar Btsan sba had been in charge of the eastern border for nearly thirty years, causing trouble to the border. The brothers were both shrewd and powerful, and were feared by the people. When Khri - lde - srong - brtsan grew up, he wanted to take back the power and gradually became dissatisfied. So he conspired with the minister Blon - yan and others to get rid of them. Gar 'Bring Ceng was leading troops outside. The Zanpu pretended to go hunting, then led the troops to arrest and kill more than 2,000 of his relatives and followers. He sent envoys to summon Gar 'Bring Ceng and Gar Btsan sba. Gar 'Bring Ceng refused to obey the order, and the Zanpu launched an attack against him. Before the battle, Gar 'Bring Ceng's troops were in disarray, so he committed suicide, and more than a hundred of his followers died with him. 

Gar Btsan sba, along with his troops and his nephew Mangbuzi, etc., came to the border to submit. The court sent the Feathered Forest Cavalry to greet and comfort them. Gar Btsan sba was promoted to the position of Tejin, the Grand General Assisting the State, and the Prince Who Returns to Virtue. Mangbuzi was appointed as the Grand General of the Left Feathered Forest and the Duke of An. Both were given iron certificates and were treated with great courtesy. Gar Btsan sba then led his troops to garrison Heyuan. After his death, he was posthumously granted the title of the Grand Protector - General of Anxi. Also, the court sent Wei Yuanzhong, the Censor - in - Chief of the Left Uprightness - Rectifying Bureau, as the Grand Commander of the various armies in Longyou, leading Tang Xiujing, the Ambassador of the various armies in Longyou, to launch an expedition. Just as the Tubo troops were attacking Liangzhou, Tang Xiujing fought against them and beheaded 2,000 enemies. Then Blon messag came to the court to ask for peace. The Zanpu personally led 10,000 cavalry to attack Xizhou, but the governor Chen Daci won all four battles. The next year, Tubo offered horses and gold to propose a marriage alliance. Meanwhile, all the southern subordinate tribes of Tubo rebelled. The Zanpu went to suppress them personally and died in the army. His sons fought for the throne, and the people of Tubo established Chiglug Tsugtsen as the Zanpu. He was only seven years old at that time. Envoys came to report the death and also asked for an alliance. Another minister, Sidongre, firmly asked for a marriage alliance, but there was no reply. Just then, Li Zhigu, a supervisory censor, proposed to launch an expedition against the barbarians in Yaozhou to cut off Tubo's guides. An imperial edict was issued to recruit soldiers in Jiannan to attack them. The chieftain of the barbarians informed Tubo of the situation, killed Li Zhigu, and sacrificed his body to heaven, then attacked Shuhan. An imperial edict appointed Tang Jiuzheng, the military supervisor of Lingwu and a censor of the Right Bureau, as the Expeditionary - Strike Envoy of the Yao - Xi Route to lead troops to attack them. Tubo built an iron - cable bridge across the Yang and Bin rivers to connect with the Western Erhai barbarians and built a city to garrison there. Tang Jiuzheng destroyed the bridge and leveled the city, and erected an iron pillar in the Dianchi Lake to record his achievements.  

In the second year of the Jinglong era during the reign of Emperor Zhongzong, the marriage - seeking envoys of Tubo were sent back. Some people said that those who came to welcome the princess were familiar with the Chinese language and should not be sent back. But the emperor believed that the Central Plains should establish trust with the barbarians and did not agree. The next year, Tubo sent envoys to pay tribute again, and the Grandmother Queen Dowager sent Zong'e to propose a marriage. The emperor betrothed the daughter of Li Shouli, the Prince of Yong, as the Princess Jincheng to the Zanpu of Tubo. Tubo sent Shang Zanduo, also known as Ming Xila, and others to welcome the princess. The emperor, considering the princess was young, bestowed tens of thousands of pieces of silk separately, and all kinds of artisans and entertainers accompanied her, and also provided the music of Kucha. An imperial edict appointed Yang Ju, the grand general of the Left Guard, to escort the princess with imperial credentials. The emperor went to Shiping County, set up a tent for a banquet, and invited the ministers and Tubo envoys to the feast. At the banquet, the emperor wept sadly. He pardoned the people in Shiping County, exempted those sentenced to death, granted the people a one - year exemption from corvée and taxes, changed the name of the county to Jincheng, the township to Fengchi, and the village to Chuangbie. After the princess arrived in Tubo, she built a city for herself to live in. Yang Ju was appointed as the governor of Shanzhou. Although Tubo showed friendliness on the surface, it secretly harbored resentment. It gave generous gifts to Yang Ju and requested the Nine Bends of the Hexi region as the princess's fief. Yang Ju submitted a memorial recommending that the land be given to Tubo. The Nine Bends had good water and lush grass, suitable for animal husbandry, and was close to the territory of the Tang Dynasty. From then on, Tubo became more powerful and more likely to launch invasions.  

In the second year of the Kaiyuan era during the reign of Emperor Xuanzong, the prime minister of Tubo, Benda Yanyan, wrote to the prime minister of the Tang Dynasty, requesting to record the alliance text and demarcate the border at Heyuan, and asking Xie Wan, the left cavalier - attendant - in - regular - attendance, to preside over the alliance. The emperor ordered Yao Chong and others to reply to the letter and instructed Xie Wan to take the oath of the Shenlong era with him. Tubo also sent Shang Qinzang and the censor Ming Xila to present the written terms. Before the demarcation was finalized, Benda Yanyan led 100,000 troops to invade Lintao, attacked Lanzhou and Weizhou, and looted the official horses. Yang Ju was afraid and committed suicide. An imperial edict appointed Xue Ne as the defense commissioner of Longyou to fight jointly with Wang Jun and others. The emperor was angry and issued an edict to lead the troops to fight personally. Just then, Wang Jun and others fought at Wujie, beheading 17,000 enemies and capturing about 200,000 horses and sheep. They also fought at Zhangzi. Wang Haibin, the military governor of Feng'an Army, died in the battle. Taking advantage of the situation, the Tang troops defeated the Tubo forces greatly. The Tubo soldiers rushed about but could not escape. They piled up dead bodies, and the Tao River was blocked by the corpses. The emperor then cancelled his plan to lead the troops. An imperial edict appointed Ni Ruoshui, a scholar - attendant of the Purple Forbidden Hall, to inspect the actual battle achievements of the army and offer condolences and sacrifices to the soldiers who died in the battle. The emperor also ordered the prefectures and counties to bury the exposed corpses of the Tubo soldiers.  

The prime ministers proposed, "Tubo originally took the Yellow River as the border. Due to the marriage of the princess, it built a bridge across the river and set up two armies at Dushan and the Nine Bends, which are two hundred li away from Jishi. Now that Tubo has violated the agreement, we request to destroy the bridge and resume guarding the river as agreed." The emperor approved the proposal by imperial edict. He sent Yuchi Gui, a junior general of the Left Gallant Guards, as an envoy to Tubo to console the princess. However, Tubo made small - scale incursions into the border every year. So Guo Zhiyun and Wang Jun successively served as military commissioners in Longyou and Hexi to defend against them. Tubo sent Zong'e Yinzi to the Tao River to offer sacrifices to the soldiers who died in the battle and also asked for peace. But it was arrogant because of its strength and demanded to be treated as an equal of the Son of Heaven, with its words being rude and haughty. When the envoy arrived at Lintao, the emperor issued an edict not to admit him. The Princess Jincheng wrote a letter to the emperor, asking for permission to restore good relations, and also said that the Zanpu and his officials wanted to jointly sign an oath with the emperor. Tubo also sent an envoy to write a letter, saying, "Emperor Xiaohe once granted an alliance. At that time, twenty - two Tang prime ministers, including Doulu Qinwang, Wei Yuanzhong, Li Qiao, and Ji Chune, swore together with the Tubo king and his officials. After Emperor Xiaohe passed away, the retired emperor ascended the throne and maintained good relations as before. However, all the Tang prime ministers who participated in the oath have passed away. The current prime ministers do not abide by the previous agreement, so a new alliance is necessary. Envoys such as Lun Qili have been sent seven times in total, but our request has not been approved. Moreover, Zhang Xuanbiao and Li Zhigu led troops to invade and oppress the nephew's country, so we violated the oath and went to war. Now, if the uncle is willing to pardon the previous wrongdoings and restore great harmony, the nephew is determined to maintain peace. But without a new alliance, it will not be trustworthy, and a new oath is needed. Since the nephew took charge of the state affairs, he is not influenced by his subordinates and wants the people to enjoy long - term peace. Although the uncle agrees to peace, he is not sincere. What's the use of the words?" It also said, "The uncle blames Qili for gradually gathering troops. In fact, it is just a replacement of old soldiers with new ones, not a gathering. In the past, the area from Baishui on the border was all uninhabited. Recently, General Guo stationed troops and built a city there, so the nephew also built a city. If the two countries are on good terms, it can be used for greeting and sending envoys; if the communication is cut off, it can be used to defend the border. Also, the uncle suspects that we are on good terms with Guduolu of the Turks. We used to exchange envoys with them, but now that the relationship between the uncle and the nephew is restored as before, we will not communicate with them anymore. Therefore, we present a precious bottle and a cup as gifts." The emperor believed that since there had been a marriage alliance before and an agreement had been reached, it was sufficient to follow the previous alliance and did not allow a new oath. He treated the envoy with courtesy and sent him back, and also bestowed generous gifts on the Zanpu. From then on, Tubo paid annual tributes and did not invade the border.  

In the tenth year, Tubo attacked the Kingdom of Little Bolü. Its king, Mo Jinmang, sent a letter to Zhang Xiaosong, the military governor of Beiting, saying, "Bolü is the western gate of the Tang Dynasty. If it is lost, all the western countries will fall into the hands of Tubo. Please, Protector - General, come up with a plan." Zhang Xiaosong agreed. He sent Zhang Sili, the deputy envoy of Shule, with 4,000 infantry and cavalry to rush day and night. They joined forces with Jinmang's troops to attack Tubo from both sides. Tens of thousands of Tubo soldiers were killed, and a large number of armors, weapons, horses, and sheep were captured. The nine lost cities were regained. Initially, when the king of Bolü came to the court, he regarded the emperor as his father. After returning to his country, he set up the Suiyuan Army to defend against Tubo, so there were often battles every year. Tubo always said, "We have no intention of seizing your country. We just want to borrow your path to attack the four garrison towns." After this battle, Tubo did not send troops for several years. 

Then Wang Jun, the military governor of Longyou, requested to launch a deep - penetration attack to exact compensation. In the twelfth year, he defeated Tubo and presented the captives to the court. Two years later, Xinuoluo led his troops into the Doudoubagu Valley and then attacked Ganzhou, setting fire to the villages. Wang Jun led his troops to avoid the enemy's sharpness and did not engage in battle. When a heavy snowfall occurred, the Tubo soldiers were frozen and piled up like heaps. They then crossed the Jishi Army and headed back via the western route. Wang Jun had previously sent spies out of the border to burn all the wild grass. Xinuoluo camped at the Dafei River. With no grass for grazing, more than half of the horses died. Wang Jun led Zhang Jingshun, the military governor of Qinzhou, to pursue the enemy with light equipment. They went west of Qinghai Lake. When the lake was frozen, the army crossed it. By then, the Tubo troops had crossed the Dafei Mountain, leaving their supplies and the weak soldiers by the lake. Wang Jun sent his troops to capture them and then returned. At that time, Zhang Shuo, the chief councilor of the central secretariat, thought that Tubo had been in conflict with the Tang Dynasty for decades, with the wins and losses being roughly equal. The people in Ganzhou, Liangzhou, Hezhou, and Shanzhou were extremely exhausted by the military conscription. He hoped that the court would accept Tubo's peace proposal. But the emperor favored Wang Jun and did not listen. Soon after, Xinuoluo Gonglu and Zhulong Mangbuzi invaded and captured Guazhou, destroyed the city, captured the governor Tian Yuanxian and Wang Jun's father, and then attacked the Yumen Army and besieged Changle, but they failed to capture it. They then turned to attack Anxi, but were repelled by Zhao Yizhen, the deputy protector - general. Just then, Wang Jun was killed by the Uyghurs, and his plan was not realized. The emperor then appointed Xiao Song as the military governor of Hexi and Zhang Shougui, a general of the Left Golden - Feathered Guards, as the governor of Guazhou to rebuild the city. Xiao Song used counter - intelligence to have Xinuoluo Gonglu killed. The next year, the great general Ximolang attacked Guazhou, but was repelled by Zhang Shougui. Zhang Zhiliang, the military governor of Shanzhou, fought west of Qinghai Lake, captured the Damo Gate City, and burned the camel bridge. Du Binke, the military governor of Longyou, used 4,000 crossbowmen to shoot at the Tubo troops and defeated them under the Qilian City, beheading a deputy general and getting 5,000 enemy heads. The defeated Tubo troops wailed and fled to the mountains. The year after that, Zhang Shougui led the troops from Yi, Sha and other prefectures to defeat the Tubo troops at the Datong Army. Also, Li Yi, the Prince of Xin'an, went out from Longxi, captured Shibao City, set up the Zhenwu Army there, and presented the captives at the ancestral temple. The emperor wrote a letter to General Pei Min, saying, "If anyone conceals the military achievements so that the soldiers are not rewarded, the soldiers can report it themselves, and the officers will all be beheaded. If there is any delay in battle, the whole troop will be punished according to the military law. Those who can capture the Tubo king will be appointed as grand generals." From then on, the soldiers fought even more bravely.  

Tubo sent Nanggu to leave a letter under the border pass, saying, "Lun Mangre and Lun Qire are both commanders of ten - thousand - man troops. By the order of the Zanpu, we come to apologize to the military governors and prefectural governors: The two countries have a good relationship like that between an uncle and a nephew. Recently, the Milunong Qiang and the Dangxiang tribes instigated discord between the two countries, which led to the estrangement. We won't listen to them, and the Tang Dynasty should not either." The military governor sent his trusted official to go back with Nanggu to discuss the alliance matter. Nanggu was similar to an official of the Thousand - Ox Guard. At this time, Huangfu Weiming, a friend of the Crown Prince Zhong, suggested that making a peace agreement was beneficial. The emperor said, "The Zanpu's previous letters were arrogant and disrespectful. I must destroy him. Don't talk about making peace!" Weiming said, "Previously, the Zanpu was young. It must be those frontier generals who were eager for merit that caused this to anger Your Majesty. Moreover, when the two countries are at odds, they will surely send troops. Once the troops are sent, there will be hidden embezzlement of property and false reporting of military achievements, hoping for excessive rewards from Your Majesty to satisfy their greed. Currently, the Hexi and Longyou regions are exhausted in resources and strength. Your Majesty may issue an edict through the Princess Jincheng to allow the Zanpu to make an agreement, which is the best strategy to relieve the border troubles and rest the people." The emperor adopted his suggestion and ordered Weiming and the eunuch Zhang Yuanfang to go on a diplomatic mission, and sent a letter to the princess. Weiming met the Zanpu and conveyed the emperor's intention. The Zanpu was overjoyed. He showed Weiming all the imperial edicts and letters since the Zhenguan era and gave generous gifts. He sent Ming Xila to accompany the envoys to the Tang court and present a memorial saying, "I, the nephew, am closely related to the late emperor, the uncle. Previously, due to the instigation of Zhang Xuanbiao and Li Zhigu, a great rift occurred. With the Princess Wencheng and the Princess Jincheng, how dare I be disrespectful? It's just because I was young and wrongly slandered by the frontier generals. If I can be cleared of these false accusations, I will be more than satisfied even if I die. I won't break the alliance first for thousands of years." He also presented rare treasures. When the envoys arrived, the emperor received them in the front hall with the Feathered Forest Guards lining up. Ming Xila had a basic knowledge of Chinese. After the banquet, when talking with him, the emperor treated him with great courtesy, and bestowed on him a purple robe and a gold fish - shaped ornament. Ming Xila accepted the robe but declined the fish - shaped ornament, saying, "There is no such custom in my country, so I dare not accept it." The emperor sent Cui Lin, the censor - in - chief, to return the visit.  

Tubo also requested to conduct horse - trading at Chiling and engage in mutual trade at Gansongling. The prime minister Pei Guangting said, "Gansong is a natural barrier in the Central Plains. It's better to allow the trade at Chiling." So the court agreed to set Chiling as the border, erected a large stele there, and engraved the agreement on it. Tubo also requested copies of the "Five Classics". The emperor ordered the imperial library to copy them and present them, and also sent Li Jin, the minister of works, on a diplomatic mission, bestowing tens of thousands of items. Tubo sent envoys to express gratitude and said, "Both the Tang Dynasty and Tubo are great powers. Now that we have made a peace agreement for the long - term, we are afraid that some frontier officials may have wrong intentions. We request that the envoys communicate with each other clearly to make everyone fully aware of the agreement." The emperor also ordered Li Quan, a general of the Golden - Feathered Guards, to supervise the erection of the stele at Chiling, and issued an edict for Zhang Shougui, General Li Xingyi, and the Tubo envoy Mangbuzi to inform the prefectures and counties in Jiannan and Hexi respectively, saying, "From now on, the two countries will be on good terms and should not invade or oppress each other." Then Tubo sent Xinuo Bohai to pay tribute and also sent currency and utensils to all the high - ranking officials. The next year, Tubo presented hundreds of precious utensils, which were made with extremely unique techniques. The emperor ordered them to be placed at the Tixiang Gate for the officials to view.  

After that, Tubo attacked Bolü in the west. Bolü sent an urgent message for help. The emperor ordered Tubo to stop the military action, but Tubo ignored the order and finally destroyed the country. At that time, Cui Xiyi served as the military governor of Hexi and was stationed in Liangzhou. Previously, walls and garrisons had been set up along the border. Cui Xiyi said to Qili Xu, the Tubo commander in charge of the border defense, "The two countries have made a peace agreement, but we still maintain the defenses. Why? Let's both remove them to benefit the people." Qili Xu replied, "You are sincere, and there is no problem with your proposal. However, I'm afraid that not all in your court will believe in this. If they take advantage of our unpreparedness, it will be too late to regret." Cui Xiyi insisted, and Qili Xu finally agreed. They then sacrificed a white dog together to swear an oath, and afterwards removed all the barriers. The Tubo livestock roamed all over the fields. 

The next year, Sun Hai, an attendant official, reported matters to the court and falsely claimed, "The Tubo is unprepared. We can defeat them." The emperor adopted this suggestion and issued an edict for the eunuch Zhao Huicong to go together to investigate the situation. These petty men were hoping for a stroke of luck. When they arrived in Liangzhou, they jointly forged an imperial edict, ordering Cui Xiyi to lead troops to attack and defeat the Tubo on Qinghai Lake. They killed and captured countless enemies, and Qili Xu fled. Tubo was furious and stopped paying tribute to the Tang court. In the twenty - sixth year, Tubo launched a large - scale invasion of Hexi, but was repelled by Cui Xiyi. Du Xiwang, the military governor of Shanzhou, captured a new city and renamed it Weirong Army. Cui Xiyi felt remorseful for breaking the promise and was very depressed. He was summoned back to the capital and appointed as the governor of Henan. Soon afterwards, both he and Zhao Huicong were haunted by the apparition of a dog and died in suspicion. Sun Hai was also executed for other crimes. 

Xiao Jiong took over as the acting military governor of Hexi, Du Xiwang as the acting military governor of Longyou, and Wang Yu as the military governor of Jiannan. They planned military operations separately and shattered the stele at Chiling. Du Xiwang sent troops from Shanzhou to seize the river bridge of the Tubo and built the Yanquan City along the river, naming it Zhenxi Army. He defeated 30,000 Tubo troops. Wang Yu led the troops from Jiannan to attack Anrong City. He built two small forts on its left and right sides. The troops advanced to Pengpo Ridge, and the grain from Jiannan was transported to supply the army. Tubo sent all its elite forces to rescue the city. Wang Yu was severely defeated. The two small forts were all lost, and tens of thousands of soldiers died. Wang Yu was greedy and reckless and not a suitable general, so he was defeated. He was demoted and died in Gaoyao. The next year, Tubo attacked Baicao and Anren Armies. The emperor issued an edict for the troops in Lintao and Shuofang to support them respectively. The Tubo cut off the Lintao road. Gao Jianyu, the commander of Baishui Army, defended the position, and the Tubo retreated. Xiao Jiong sent a general to pursue the retreating Tubo troops. It was said that clouds appeared over the army and white rabbits danced. The Tang army greatly defeated the Tubo. After Wang Yu's defeat, Zhang You took over as the military governor of Jiannan, and Zhangchou Jianqiong served as the prefectural counselor of Yizhou. Zhang You was a civil official and knew nothing about military affairs, so he entrusted the matters to Zhangchou Jianqiong. Zhangchou Jianqiong got the opportunity to report to the emperor in person. The emperor approved his proposal and promoted Zhangchou Jianqiong to replace Zhang You as the military governor. Zhangchou Jianqiong used a spy to persuade the commander of Anrong City in Tubo to act as an insider. He guided the official army into the city and killed all the Tubo defenders. Xu Yuan, a supervisory censor, was appointed to guard the city. Tubo besieged Anrong City and cut off the water source. Then a rock cracked and a spring gushed out. The Tubo were frightened and retreated. They then attacked Weizhou but failed. The emperor issued an edict to rename Anrong City as Pingrong City.  

In that year, Princess Jincheng passed away. The next year, a period of mourning was declared. When the Tubo envoys came to the court, they requested peace, but the request was rejected. Then the Tubo sent all 400,000 of their troops to attack Chengfeng Fort, reached the Heyuan Army, and then entered Changning Bridge and Anren Army in the west. Zang Xiye, a cavalry general at Hunya Beacon Tower, defeated them with 5,000 elite soldiers. The Tubo then raided Kuo Prefecture, defeated one county, and massacred the officials and people. They attacked Shibao City of the Zhenwu Army, and Gai Jiayun failed to defend it. 

In the first year of the Tianbao era, Huangfu Weiming, the military governor of Longyou, defeated the Tubo's Daling Army; in a battle on Qinghai Lake, he defeated Mangbuzi and beheaded 30,000 enemy soldiers. The next year, he captured Hongji City. In a battle at Shibao, he failed to take it, and his deputy general, Zhuge Yin, died in the battle. The year after that, Weiming defeated the Tubo and presented the captives in the capital. The emperor appointed Geshu Han as the military governor of Longyou. Geshu Han attacked and captured Shibao, and renamed it Shenwu Army. He also captured the Tubo prime minister Wulun Yangguo. 

In the tenth year, Gao Xianzhi, the military governor of Anxi, captured a major chieftain and presented him to the court. At that time, Tubo and the Nanzhao chieftain Geluofeng joined forces to attack the south of the Lu River. Yang Guozhong, the military governor of Jiannan, who was then deceiving the emperor with his treachery, reported, "I defeated 60,000 Nanzhao troops in Yunnan, captured three former cities such as Hongzhou, and presented captives." Geshu Han captured cities like Hongji and Damo Gate, regained the old land of Jiuqu, set up prefectures and counties there. This was actually in the twelfth year of Tianbao. Then the court established the Shence Army west of Lintao, the Jiaohe Commandery west of Jishi, and the Wanxiu Army to strengthen the defense of Hequ. Two years later, Xinuluoluo, the son of a chief of Subi, came to surrender. He was enfeoffed as the Prince of Huaiyi and given the surname Li. Subi was a powerful tribe. In that year, the Tubo king Qilisu Longlazan died, and his son Suolonglazan succeeded him. The new king sent envoys to seek reconciliation. The emperor issued an edict for Cui Guangyuan, the deputy prefect of Jingzhao, to go with credentials to offer condolences and perform sacrificial ceremonies. After his return, the An Lushan Rebellion broke out. Geshu Han led all the troops from Hexi and Longyou to defend Tongguan in the east, and the generals each led the troops in their garrisons to suppress the rebellion. They were then called the Field Army. The border defenses became empty, so Tubo took advantage of the opportunity to carry out violent plundering.  

In the early Zhide era, Tubo captured Xizhou and cities like Weiwu and stationed troops in Shibao. The next year, it sent envoys to offer to help suppress the rebels and seek reconciliation. Emperor Suzong sent Nanjuchuan, a courtier, to pay a return visit. However, Tubo invaded the Tang territory every year and captured prefectures such as Kuo, Ba, and Min, as well as the Heyuan and Momen Armies. Tubo sent envoys several times to request peace. Although the emperor knew their deception, he just wanted to relieve the trouble for the time being, so he issued an edict for the prime ministers Guo Ziyi, Xiao Hua, Pei Zunqing, etc. to hold an alliance with Tubo. 

In the first year of the Baoying era, Tubo captured Lintao and took prefectures such as Qin, Cheng, and Wei. The next year, the Tang court sent Li Zhifang, a palace attendant, and Cui Lun, the junior instructor of the crown prince, to visit Tubo, but Tubo detained them. Tubo then captured Heshui City in Xishan. The following year, Tubo entered Dazhenguan and took prefectures such as Lan, He, Shan, and Tao. As a result, all the territory in Longyou was lost. Tubo advanced to besiege Jingzhou, captured it, and forced the surrender of the prefect Gao Hui. It also defeated Binzhou and entered Fengtian. The deputy marshal Guo Ziyi defended against them. Tubo, together with 200,000 troops from Tuyuhun and Dangxiang, invaded Wugong in the east. Lü Rijiang, a general of the Beizhou Field Army, fought against them west of Zhouzhi and defeated them. They fought again in Zhongnan, and Lü Rijiang retreated. Emperor Daizong fled to Shaanxi, and Guo Ziyi retreated to Shangzhou. Gao Hui led the Tubo troops into Chang'an, established Li Chenghong, the Prince of Guangwu, as the emperor, changed the reign title, arbitrarily issued amnesty decrees, and appointed officials. The gentry all fled south to Jingzhou and Xiangzhou, or hid in the mountains. The disorderly troops looted each other, and the roads were blocked. Yin Zhongqing, an official of the Court of Imperial Entertainments, led a thousand people to fortify Lantian. He selected two hundred cavalry to cross the Chan River. Someone deceived the Tubo troops, saying, "General Guo's army is coming!" The Tubo were greatly shocked. Just then, a junior general Wang Fu and some hooligans beat drums and made a racket in the imperial garden. The Tubo were frightened and withdrew at night. Guo Ziyi entered Chang'an. Gao Hui fled eastward to Tongguan, and was killed by the defending general Li Yue. Tubo stayed in the capital for fifteen days before leaving, and the emperor returned to the capital. 

Tubo retreated to besiege Fengxiang. Sun Zhizhi, the military governor, defended the city. Ma Lin, the military governor of Zhenxi, fought them off with a thousand cavalry. Tubo stationed troops between Yuan, Hui, Cheng, and Wei, acting as they pleased. In that year, they invaded prefectures such as Song, Wei, and Bao in the south, as well as Yunshan and Xinlong City. The next year, they sent back Li Zhifang and other envoys. Yan Wu of Jiannan defeated 70,000 Tubo troops in the southern border and captured Danggou City. Just then, Pugu Huai'en rebelled. From Lingwu, he sent his generals Fan Zhicheng and Ren Fu to join forces with Tubo and Tuyuhun troops to attack Binzhou. Bai Xiaode and Guo Xi defended within the fortifications. Then the enemy entered and occupied the west of Fengtian. Guo Ziyi entered Fengtian and held his troops without engaging in battle. Guo Xi led elite soldiers to raid the enemy camp at night, beheaded thousands of enemies, seized five hundred horses, and captured four enemy generals. Tubo then withdrew. At this time, Yan Wu captured Yanchuan and also fought in Xishan, capturing 80,000 enemy troops. The enemy besieged Liangzhou. Yang Zhilie, the military governor of Hexi, could not defend it and fled to take refuge in Ganzhou, and Liangzhou was lost. 

In the first year of the Yongtai era, Tubo requested peace. The emperor issued an edict for the prime ministers Yuan Zai and Du Hongjian to form an alliance with the Tubo envoys. Pugu Huai'en, feeling frustrated, led Tubo, along with Uyghur, Dangxiang Qiang, Hun, and Nula tribes, to invade the border. The major Tubo chieftains, including Shang Jiexi, Zanmo, and Shang Xidongzan, led 200,000 troops to Liquan and Fengtian. Bai Xiaode, the general of Binzhou, was unable to resist. Ren Fu led troops to raid Fengxiang and Zhouzhi, and thus the capital was put on high alert. Hun Rihua and Sun Shouliang, the military officers of Shuofang, stationed troops in Fengtian. The emperor issued an edict for Guo Ziyi to station troops from Hezhong in Jingyang, Li Zhongchen in Dongweiqiao, Li Guangjin in Yunyang, Ma Lin and Hao Tingyu in Bianqiao, Luo Fengxian and Li Yue in Zhouzhi, Li Baoyu in Fengxiang, Zhou Zhiguang in Tongzhou, and Du Mian in Fangzhou. The emperor himself led the six armies to camp in the imperial garden. Tubo advanced towards Fengtian. Hun Rihua galloped towards them on a single horse, followed by 200 soldiers. They attacked and stabbed on both sides, and the enemy soldiers fell with each arrow shot. The enemy was greatly shocked and retreated. Hun Rihua captured an enemy general and leaped out. The whole army cheered at the sight. The soldiers returned without a single arrow hitting them. The next day, the enemy approached the city. Hun Rihua used catapults and strong crossbows, killing many enemy soldiers. After three days, the enemy withdrew into their camp. Hun Rihua, knowing the enemy's situation well, raided their camp at night, beheading more than a thousand and capturing five hundred alive. They also fought at Mabei. For seven days in total, they defeated ten thousand enemy troops, beheaded five thousand, and captured a large number of horses, camels, flags, and weapons. The emperor wanted to lead the troops to suppress the enemy himself and issued an edict to search for horses on a large scale. The capital began to organize militias, causing panic among the people. Eight out of ten people broke through the city walls and fled. The emperor issued an edict for eunuchs to guard the city gates, but they couldn't stop the people. Four hundred Tubo scout cavalry raided Wugong. Ma Lin, the military governor of Zhenxi, sent fifty brave soldiers to attack them and wiped them out, boosting the morale of the army. The enemy moved their camp to the north of Jiuxian, looted tens of thousands of residents in Liquan, burned down houses, and left the fields barren. Zhou Zhiguang fought against the enemy in Chengcheng and defeated them. Tubo reached the north of Binzhou, then joined forces with the Uyghur again and returned to attack Fengtian, reaching Mabei. Ren Fu led five thousand troops to raid Baishui and devastated Tongzhou. Then troops were stationed at Weiqiao and Hu in the city.  

Just then, Pugu Huai'en died. With no leader for their plot, the Tubo and Uyghur started to vie for dominance. The Uyghur were angry and went to Guo Ziyi, asking to attack Tubo to prove their worth. Guo Ziyi agreed and sent Bai Yuanguang to join forces with them to attack Tubo west of Lingtai, achieving a great victory and causing Pugu Mingchen to surrender. Then the emperor ordered the army to return. 

Tubo (Part II) 

BETWEEN THE YONGTAI and Dali eras, Tubo sent envoys to visit again, and then Xue Jingxian, the Minister of the Ministry of Revenue, was sent to pay a return visit. The emperor issued an edict for the prime ministers to hold an alliance with the Tubo envoys. Soon, Tubo invaded Lingzhou and plundered Yilu. Guo Ziyi sent 30,000 elite soldiers to garrison Jingyang and then enter and station in Fengtian. The soldiers in Lingzhou defeated 20,000 enemy troops and presented 500 enemy heads. Xue Jingxian came back together with Lun Qiling. They requested to set the border at Fenglingguan. Then Lu Xi and fifteen others came. In the third year, Tubo led 100,000 troops to attack Lingzhou again and raid Binzhou. Previously, Shang Xijie had invaded the border several times since the Baoying era. Due to his high achievements, he requested to retire, and Zanmo took his place as the military governor in the east, in charge of Hezhou and Longzhou. Ma Lin of Binning and Bai Yuanguang, a general of Shuofang, defeated the enemy troops twice and captured thousands of horses and sheep. The army
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