
Most Common Legal Words, Part 1 (A to F):

Master 200 Essential Legal English Terms

Jackie Bolen

www.eslspeaking.org

––––––––
[image: ]


Copyright © 2025 by Jackie Bolen

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording or other electronic or mechanical means without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations in critical reviews and certain other non-commercial uses permitted by copyright law. For permission requests, write to the publisher/author at the following address: Jackie Bolen: jb.business.online@gmail.com.

Table of Contents

Introduction..................................................................4

About the Author: Jackie Bolen..............................................5

Words 1-10..................................................................6

Words 11-20................................................................13

Words 21-30................................................................20

Words 31-40................................................................27

Words 41-50................................................................34

Words 51-60................................................................41

Words 61-70................................................................48

Words 71-80................................................................55

Words 81-90................................................................62

Words 91-100...............................................................69

Words 101-110.............................................................76

Words 111-120.............................................................83

Words 121-130.............................................................90

Words 131-140.............................................................97

Words 141-150............................................................104

Words 151-160............................................................111

Words 161-170............................................................118

Words 171-180............................................................125

Words 181-190............................................................132

Words 191-200............................................................139

Before You Go............................................................146

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Introduction
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Welcome to this book designed to help you improve your legal English vocabulary. My goal is to help you expand your legal English and to be able to speak and write more fluently. Improve your confidence when studying at an English-speaking college or talking to colleagues from other countries. 

Let's face it, legal English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find 200 of the most common legal words that start with A to F.

To get the most value from this book, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Use each word in real life as soon as possible. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English.

−  Do the practice sections. Try not to cheat and look at the answers too much!

−  Consider studying with a friend to help each other stay motivated. 


Good luck and I wish you well on your journey to become more proficient with legal English. 
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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to mostly university students. I've taught every class under the sun! These days, I'm living and teaching on Vancouver Island, Canada.

I hold a Masters degree and I've completed the CELTA and DELTA teacher certification programs. You can find me here:

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Instagram: www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

ESL Speaking: www.eslspeaking.org

You might also be interested in these books: Advanced English Conversation Dialogues and The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use. Both of them are by Jackie Bolen. You can find them wherever you like to buy books. They have hundreds of helpful English phrases and expressions that can be used in a wide variety of situations.
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​Words 1-10
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abate

verb: To reduce, lessen, or remove, especially something harmful or undesirable.
Example: The court ordered the factory to abate the noise levels affecting nearby residents.
More examples:

	The plaintiff requested that the judge abate the ongoing construction until a proper investigation could be completed.

	The nuisance was not fully abated, leading the city to impose additional penalties on the property owner.


bail

noun: Money or property given to the court to ensure that a person accused of a crime will return for their trial.
Example: The defendant was released on bail while awaiting trial.
verb: To release someone from custody after bail has been paid or set.
Example: Her lawyer worked quickly to bail her out before the weekend.
More examples:

	The judge denied bail due to the defendant’s prior record and flight risk.

	He was bailed out by his family after the arraignment hearing concluded.


above-mentioned

adjective: Previously referred to or stated earlier in a document or conversation.
Example: The court considered the above-mentioned evidence in reaching its decision.
More examples:

	The above-mentioned contract terms are binding on both parties.

	According to the above-mentioned statute, the defendant’s actions were unlawful.


bequest

noun: Property or money that is given to someone through a will after the person’s death.
Example: She received a large bequest from her grandfather’s estate.
More examples:

	The will included a bequest of $10,000 to each of the deceased’s grandchildren.

	Legal disputes arose over the interpretation of the bequest to the charitable foundation.
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adverse

adjective: Harmful, unfavorable, or acting against one's interest or position.
Example: The company faced adverse legal consequences for breaching the contract.
More examples:

	The court ruled that the defendant's actions had an adverse impact on the plaintiff’s business operations.

	Adverse possession laws allow someone to claim ownership of land under specific conditions.


blacklist

noun: A list of people or entities that are denied access, rights, or services due to alleged wrongdoing or disapproval.
Example: The contractor was placed on the government’s blacklist after multiple violations of labor laws.
verb: To place someone or something on a blacklist, often to prevent future participation or access.
Example: The agency blacklisted the supplier for failing to meet safety standards.
More examples:

	The court examined whether the plaintiff’s inclusion on the industry blacklist constituted defamation.

	Several firms were blacklisted from bidding on public contracts due to previous fraud convictions.


accusation

noun: A statement claiming that someone has done something wrong or illegal.
Example: The defendant denied the accusation of embezzlement.
More examples:

	The court carefully reviewed the accusations before proceeding with the trial.

	False accusations can lead to serious legal consequences for the accuser.


breach

noun: A failure to follow a law, rule, or agreement.
Example: The company was sued for breach of contract.
verb: To break or fail to follow a law, rule, or agreement.
Example: The tenant breached the lease by subletting the apartment without permission.
More examples:

	The court awarded damages due to the breach of confidentiality.

	Breaching regulatory requirements can result in heavy fines and penalties.
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acceptance

noun: The act of agreeing to receive or approve something, such as an offer, idea, or condition.
Example: The court confirmed the acceptance of the settlement agreement by both parties.
More examples:

	Acceptance of the contract terms was necessary before the agreement became legally binding.

	The judge’s acceptance of the evidence was crucial to the outcome of the case.


bankruptcy

noun: A legal status for a person or business that cannot pay their debts.
Example: The company filed for bankruptcy to reorganize its finances.
More examples:

	The court oversees the bankruptcy process to ensure fair treatment of creditors.

	Bankruptcy laws provide protection to debtors while allowing creditors to recover some losses.
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Practice

Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the list below:
abate, bail, above-mentioned, bequest, adverse, blacklist, accusation, breach, acceptance, bankruptcy
	After receiving an __________ from an anonymous source, the authorities launched a formal investigation.

	The defendant was denied __________ due to the seriousness of the charges.

	The tenant tried to __________ the noise complaint by installing soundproof windows.

	The charity received a generous __________ from a former board member’s will.

	The new policy had an __________ effect on small businesses, leading many to close.

	The company was placed on a government __________ after failing multiple inspections.

	The terms of the __________ contract must be followed exactly to avoid legal penalties.

	The __________ of the plea deal by both parties ended the lengthy court proceedings.

	The construction company faced a lawsuit for __________ of environmental regulations.

	Facing insurmountable debt, the couple filed for __________ in court.


Answers:

	accusation

	bail

	abate

	bequest

	adverse

	blacklist

	above-mentioned

	acceptance

	breach

	bankruptcy
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​Words 11-20
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addendum

noun: An additional document or section added to a contract or report to provide extra information or changes.
Example: The parties signed an addendum to update the terms of the original agreement.
More examples:

	The judge reviewed the addendum before approving the settlement.

	An addendum was attached to the will to clarify the distribution of assets.


a priori assumption

noun: An idea or belief accepted as true without needing empirical evidence or observation, often based on reasoning or theoretical deduction.

Example: The court rejected the argument because it was based on an a priori assumption rather than proven facts.

More examples:

	Legal theories should not rest solely on a priori assumptions but must be supported by evidence.

	The lawyer cautioned against relying on an a priori assumption about the defendant's motive.


act

noun: A law passed by a legislative body.
Example: The Environmental Protection Act regulates pollution standards.
verb: To do something, especially to take action in a legal or official way.
Example: The court acted swiftly to enforce the new regulations.
More examples:

	The government passed an act to improve consumer rights.

	Lawyers must act in their clients’ best interests during legal proceedings.


burden of proof

noun: The responsibility to prove a claim or allegation in a legal case.
Example: In a criminal trial, the prosecution carries the burden of proof to show the defendant’s guilt.
More examples:

	The defense argued that the burden of proof had not been met by the prosecution.

	Civil cases often require the plaintiff to meet a lower burden of proof than criminal cases.
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administrator

noun: A person legally appointed to manage the affairs or estate of someone who has died without a will.
Example: The court appointed an administrator to oversee the distribution of the deceased’s assets.
More examples:

	The administrator filed the necessary documents to settle the estate according to the law.

	In bankruptcy cases, the court often assigns an administrator to manage the debtor’s property.


board

noun: A group of people who oversee the management and decision-making of an organization or company.
Example: The board of directors approved the merger proposal.
verb: To get on or enter a ship, plane, or other vehicle, or to provide lodging.
Example: The witness boarded the plane to testify in the international court case.
More examples:

	The board held a meeting to discuss changes to company policy.

	The company decided to board employees temporarily during the legal investigation.


abide

verb: To accept and follow a rule, decision, or law.
Example: All parties must abide by the court’s ruling.
More examples:

	The defendant agreed to abide by the terms of the settlement.

	Failure to abide by the contract conditions may result in legal penalties.


bargain

noun: An agreement between two or more parties to settle a dispute or make a deal, often involving negotiation.
Example: The parties reached a bargain to avoid a lengthy court trial.
verb: To negotiate the terms of an agreement or contract.
Example: The lawyer bargained for a lower settlement amount on behalf of the client.
More examples:

	Plea bargains are common in criminal cases to reduce charges in exchange for a guilty plea.

	The union bargained successfully for better working conditions in the new contract.
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accordance

noun: The act of following or agreeing with a rule, law, or request.
Example: The company acted in accordance with the court’s order.
More examples:

	The contract was executed in accordance with applicable legal standards.

	All parties must comply in accordance with the terms outlined in the agreement.


bind

verb: To legally obligate someone to follow an agreement, contract, or law.
Example: The signed contract binds both parties to its terms.
More examples:

	Courts often bind parties to arbitration agreements to resolve disputes outside of court.

	The judge ruled that the previous settlement agreement continues to bind the defendant.
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Practice 

Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the list below:
addendum, a priori assumption, act, burden of proof, administrator, board, abide, bargain, accordance, bind
	The defense argued that the prosecution failed to meet the __________ required for conviction.

	The company added an __________ to the contract to reflect updated delivery terms.

	The tenants must __________ by the rules stated in their lease agreement.

	The nonprofit’s __________ met to vote on changes to the mission statement.

	A newly passed __________ requires landlords to provide heating in rental units during winter.

	After negotiations, both sides reached a __________ that avoided going to trial.

	The agreement will legally __________ the contractor to complete the project within 60 days.

	In the absence of a will, the court appointed an __________ to distribute the estate.

	Use caution with __________ in legal matters. 

	All actions must be taken in __________ with the regulations stated in the employment contract.


Answers:

	burden of proof

	addendum

	abide

	board

	act

	bargain

	bind

	administrator

	a priori assumptions

	accordance
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​Words 21-30
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admission

noun: A statement acknowledging the truth of something, often used as evidence in legal cases.
Example: The defendant’s admission of guilt influenced the court’s decision.
More examples:

	The prosecution presented the defendant’s admission during the trial.

	Admission of liability can lead to a faster settlement in civil cases.


abandoned property

noun: Property that has been intentionally left by its owner without any intention of returning or reclaiming it.

Example: The court ruled that the warehouse contained abandoned property and could be claimed by the city.

More examples:

	Landlords may dispose of abandoned property left behind by former tenants after following legal procedures.

	The police secured the abandoned property until the rightful owner could be identified or the court issued further instructions.
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adjudicate

verb: To make a formal judgment or decision about a dispute or legal case.
Example: The judge will adjudicate the matter during the next court session.
More examples:

	The court was asked to adjudicate the dispute between the two companies.

	An independent arbitrator was appointed to adjudicate the contractual disagreement.


binding

adjective: Legally required to be followed or obeyed.
Example: The contract is binding on both parties once signed.
More examples:

	The court issued a binding order that must be complied with immediately.

	Binding arbitration decisions are final and cannot be appealed in court.
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abolish

verb: To officially end or do away with a law, system, or practice.
Example: The legislature voted to abolish outdated regulations that no longer served justice.
More examples:

	The court ruled to abolish discriminatory policies within the organization.

	Many activists campaign to abolish laws that infringe on basic human rights.


beneficiary

noun: A person or entity entitled to receive benefits or assets from a will, trust, or insurance policy.
Example: The beneficiary of the trust received the inheritance after the grantor’s death.
More examples:

	The insurance policy named the company as the primary beneficiary.

	Legal disputes sometimes arise when multiple beneficiaries claim the same assets.
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action

noun: A legal process or lawsuit brought to enforce a right or seek a remedy.
Example: The plaintiff filed an action against the company for breach of contract.
More examples:

	The court dismissed the action due to lack of evidence.

	Civil actions can result in monetary damages or specific performance orders.


bailiff

noun: An official who keeps order in a courtroom and helps enforce court decisions.
Example: The bailiff instructed the jury to enter the courtroom quietly.
More examples:

	The bailiff escorted the defendant into the courtroom for the hearing.

	During the trial, the bailiff ensured that all courtroom procedures were followed properly.
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absolute

adjective: Complete and not limited by any conditions or exceptions.
Example: The judge has absolute authority to enforce the court’s orders.
More examples:

	The contract grants the plaintiff absolute rights to the intellectual property.

	Absolute immunity protects certain officials from legal liability in specific situations.


bar

noun: The legal profession or the body of lawyers qualified to practice law.
Example: After passing the exam, she was admitted to the bar and could practice law.
verb: To prevent or forbid someone from doing something, especially in a legal context.
Example: The court barred the defendant from contacting the plaintiff during the trial.
More examples:

	He studied for years to pass the bar and become a licensed attorney.

	The statute of limitations bars claims filed after a certain time period.
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Practice 

Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the list below:
admission, abandoned property, adjudicate, binding, abolish, beneficiary, action, bailiff, absolute, bar
	The court appointed an arbitrator to __________ the ongoing contract dispute.

	Is that house __________? We should report it to the city. 

	The new law will __________ outdated practices that are no longer legally valid.

	The plaintiff filed a legal __________ seeking damages for breach of contract.

	The witness’s __________ during the trial supported the prosecution’s argument.

	The contract terms are __________ and must be followed by both parties.

	The defendant was __________ from approaching the victim under a protective order.

	The insurance __________ received payment after the policyholder passed away.

	The judge exercised __________ discretion in sentencing the convicted individual.

	The __________ maintained order in the courtroom.


Answers:

	adjudicate

	abandoned property

	abolish

	action

	admission

	binding

	barred

	beneficiary

	absolute

	bailiff
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