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Celine had a problem. She was too busy. She had been busy all her life, and today was no different.

Being a top-quality foot-spa and massage machine, she lived in a low-lit, relaxing room in a health clinic. The therapist in charge of her, Lara, had warm brown eyes and long, dark hair. She was so used to booking clients one after the other that she didn’t realise how hard it was for Celine to keep up.

When Celine was first delivered to the clinic, she was a shiny new glass bowl with foot pedals. These pedals had moving rubber knobs that blew out bubbles and massaged people’s feet. She was brimming with enthusiasm.

Imagine the fun I’ll have today, she thought. I love helping clients feel good. Everyone appreciates my warm water foot-spa and massage technique.

The quiet treatment room was scented with citrus aromatherapy oils. White wooden venetian blinds let in angled light that fell across a crystal vase of pretty orange and yellow daisies.

Celine knew she was special. One of only three in a limited production from a factory in America, she came with a five-year guarantee — and a large price tag. The other two had gone overseas — one to Thailand and the other to Germany. Celine was the only one in New Zealand.

That was three years ago. She had never been back for repairs, and she was proud of that.

“I only offer high-quality foot spas because that’s the way
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