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Chapter 1 - Introduction
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The purpose of this book is to discuss the theory of the imminence of the rapture. There are several different theories about the timing of this event and one very popular theory it the pre-tribulation rapture, and that it is imminent, meaning it can happen at any moment without any prior warning signs that would alert us to when it will occur. This is a very misleading and incorrect theory, as there are many signs in scripture that are written for us to be aware of, and to be warnings about the approaching return of Jesus Christ and his gathering his elect, or the rapturing his elect. Please read to this book with an open mind and just accept what you will learn from the bible as the truth. Do not accept the theories and false teachings of men over the word of God.

Let us now consider these events, and you can judge for yourself if man, or God’s scriptures are correct.
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Chapter 2 - Imminence Of The Rapture
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Those who believe in the pre-tribulation rapture say it is imminent. It can happen any-time with no precursor to warn us it is about to happen. There will be no prophetic events that will happen prior to this event. People going about their everyday lives will vanish from the earth and be raptured to Heaven. No warning, no sign of any kind. Just here one second, and gone the next.

As the pre-tribulation rapture idea goes, there can be no pre-cursors to the rapture. The idea of imminence is that it can happen today at 3pm, or in a weeks time at midnight, there is no way to tell, as there will be no warning signs about when God’s elect will be taken up from this world and be gathered to Jesus.

What does the Bible say on this matter?  First we must understand that the day and the hour are not disclosed to us. The only person in the entire universe who has this knowledge is our eternal Father in Heaven. Listen to what Mark 13:32 tells us.


Mar 13:32  "But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 


So, does this mean God’s elect can be raptured at any time. The answer is no, they cannot be. We may not know the day and the hour, but we will certainly know when it is close. Listen to Mat 24:32-33.


Mat 24:32  "Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 

Mat 24:33  Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 


There are certain events that we will see. Precursors to the time of the gathering of God’s elect to Jesus. The same as when we see the leaves of the fig tree come out, we know summer is near. In the same way, when we see the events recorded for us in the 24th Chapter of Matthew, then we will know that the time for God to gather his elect to Jesus, is right at the door.

But before we look at the rest of Matthew 24 to see these precursors, let us look at what Malachi in the old testament had to say.


Mal 4:5  "See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes.  


So Elijah comes first. But there is another prophecy from God that we need to take into account, and that is recorded in 2 Thessalonians chapter 2 and verses 1-4.


2Th 2:1  Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, 

2Th 2:2  not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the Lord has already come. 

2Th 2:3  Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 

2Th 2:4  he who opposes and exalts himself against all that is called God or that is worshiped; so that he sits as God in the temple of God, setting himself up as God. 


It always amazes me how those who believe in a pre-tribulation rapture use this chapter to “prove” their theory. But if you listen carefully to what it actually says, it proves the exact opposite. What does verse one say. “Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him.” How can this mean anything else than the rapture? 

This section of 2 Thessalonians is talking about the rapture. Verse two says not to be unsettled if some people tell you this day has already come. Then verses three and four informs us this day cannot happen until the great falling away, and the man of lawlessness has set himself up in the temple as God.

When does this man do this? It is well known and understood that it will happen half way through the tribulation. This proof comes from the book of Daniel.  Listen to what he has to say in.


Dan 9:27  He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' In the middle of the 'seven' he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him." 


In the middle of the seven means in the middle of the week. And since this is a one year for a day prophecy, this middle of the week is in the middle of the seven years of the tribulation. This is when the man of lawlessness claims the temple as his own.

Now, if the gathering of God’s elect cannot happen until the man of lawlessness has set himself up as God in the temple. As we see in chapter 2 and verse 3, Then it only stands to reason the gathering of God’s elect, otherwise known as the rapture, must happen after the half way mark of the tribulation. This is the very earliest time for the rapture to occur. Some people believe this is when the rapture will take place, at the half way mark of the tribulation. But this is also incorrect. The rapture will not happen until the very end of the tribulation as I have cover in my book, “What is the Rapture”.

This section of scripture does two things. First it disproves the theory of the pre-tribulation rapture, and second, we can see many events that must occur before the rapture.

Let us now look at other events that must happen first, warnings preceding the coming gathering of God’s elect to Jesus Christ.

Chapter 24 in the book of Matthew is about world events that will happen prior to Jesus gathering his elect to himself. There will be wars and rumours of wars as well as other catastrophes so terrible, that Mat 24:22 tells us if those days are not cut short, no one will survive.

This will be seen by every man, woman and child on the earth, and will happen before we get to verses 27 to 31. This is when Jesus returns in all power and glory and according to verse 31, is when he gathers his elect.


Mat 24:27  For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

Mat 24:28  Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather. 

Mat 24:29  "Immediately after the distress of those days "'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.' 

Mat 24:30  "Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. 

Mat 24:31  And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.


There is one particular sign that is repeated many times to emphasize its importance. It is the cosmic disturbances that always precede the
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