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​Introduction
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In his first epistle, Peter admonished Christians to be ready to give unbelievers the reason for their hope in Jesus Christ. In order to do so, they would have to be able to articulate and then defend their faith. The defense that they give would have to be reasonable and sustainable. This was an early call for Christians to be defenders or apologists of the Christian faith. 

This commission continues to the present-day Christian. The Logos Apologetics Series is developed as a resource for Christians who want to understand apologetics and the apologetic discipline presently. 

In this publication:

In this fifth book of the apologetic discipline series, we will examine practical insights for continuous development of the apologist’s ministry. In addition, we will revisit the foundational creeds which should fortify the apologist’s ministry. We will also explore modern considerations for engaging in apologetic ministry presently.
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The Need for Development
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Development in modern apologetics begins with a return to its God-ordained purpose. It is designed to make a defense of the work of Christ. When the apostles engaged in apologetics, it was with the intent to bring others into the faith, not the win an argument. Second, apologetics was instituted in the Church to call people back to Christ, not to their personal doctrinal positions.

Conversion Identity

Denominationalism has proven to be a detriment to apologetics. Modern apologetics can present the gospel message with results; however, new believers can then be confused and corrupted through evident doctrinal disparities within the Christian communities. Consider the following phenomenon:

1. If one is converted through adherents of Catholics: they are then introduced to the exaltation of saints, relics, traditions, and the continual cycle of falling from grace and restitution through confession, contrition, and the catholic mass.

2. If one is converted through traditional five-point Calvinism, there salvation may not be assured if they were not chosen for salvation.

3. If one is converted through Oneness Pentecostalism – salvation can only be verified if they speak in unknown tongues and are baptized through water immersion in “Jesus’ Name” only.

4. Denominations that promote infant baptism as an act of grace, negate the need of apologetic and evangelistic work in an individual’s life.

The Apologetic Resolve

If the modern apologist is  not willing to forsake denominational presuppositions and interpretations of scriptures and only present what is written, apologetics will be absorbed and neutralized by these influences.

In addition, the apologist has to be able to defend the faith against modern atheists without conceding to their line of reasoning. Intellectualism should never gain an apologist’s acceptance or cause them to retreat from the truth. The word of God and its truth have to be the foundation.
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Revisiting the Foundational Creeds
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Though various creeds were developed throughout the history of the Christian church, only four of these are generally considered ecumenical and authoritative. The suppositions of these creeds are considered apostolic in nature because they follow closely to the teachings of the apostles as espoused in the scriptures. 

It is important to note that these doctrines were not colored or twisted to fit the suppositions of future denominations. The creeds developed were viewed by ALL to be a clear expression of the Christian faith. These doctrines, unfortunately, became colored by future philosophies and distortions of scriptures. 

If the modern apologist is to develop ways to exercise this discipline, a return to the doctrines that were considered acceptable and reflective of the New Testament faith is necessary. It is from these creeds that those who have developed lists of the essential doctrines find  their definition. The affirmations of these creeds were not exceedingly lengthy but expressed a clear explication of the foundational doctrines of  Christ.

The Apostles’ Creed

The actual date of the development of these creeds in unclear. However, parts of this creed have been seen in writers in the late 1st Century into the 2nd Century; hence, a plausible date range for its creation would between 120-250 A.D. It is divided into twelve parts. It reads as follows, (Kelly, Creeds, 102):

1. I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

2. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

3. born of the Virgin Mary,

4. suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

5. he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

6. he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

7. and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

8. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

9. the communion of saints,

10. the forgiveness of sins,

11. the resurrection of the body,

12. and the life everlasting. Amen.

This creed was the first concise expression, apart from the New Testament, that outlined core doctrines of the faith. It gave a clear expression of the Trinity through citing the current reality of all (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). It affirmed the deity of Christ and His virgin birth. It affirms suffering for sins, death on the cross, and His resurrection.

It affirmed His place,  as recorded in the Bible, at the right hand of the Father, and in the resurrection of the dead.  If the early proponents believed that these things were the only necessary tenets of the Christian faith, the modern apologist will do well to emulate their example as they defend the faith.

As time progressed, there was no set rule or guide for the churches to follow. The churches were scattered in various locales and overseen by bishops. Also, during this time, there was no set canon of scripture for the New Testament. This did not occur until around A.D. 400 when the books, as now known, were canonized. Depending on the church and its locale, different letters of the New Testament were considered authoritative, and others were not. 

As a result, the churches became vulnerable to false teachers who espoused doctrines of Christ that were heretical. A leading proponent of these doctrines was one of the presbyters of Alexandra, by the name of Arius (A.D. 250-336). 

His three main doctrines were: 1) Jesus’ existence was not eternal, 2) Jesus was the Highest being created by God as the Logos and became incarnate as Christ, and 3) Jesus is not equally God and is a lesser being. 

The teachings of Arius spread throughout the churches, causing divisions among the churches and proliferated to the disruption of peace in the empire itself. Hence, Constantine called an assembly of the Christian leaders to settle the uproar of these doctrinal disputes, not to formulate theological contributions to the doctrinal controversy (as it is sometimes purported).

Nicean Creed Created

The Nicaean Council has already been aforementioned (see page 95). However, it must be revisited in discussion among all the creeds. This council led to the formulation of a universal creed, representing an orthodoxy for the faith, which affirmed the divinity of Christ. The first portion of the Nicean Creed reads,

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all things visible and invisible; and in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of  God, the only-begotten of his Father, of the substance of the Father, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance (homousion) with the Father, by whom all things were made, both which be in heaven and in earth, who for us men and for our salvation came down and was incarnate and was made man.. (Religionfacts.com, 2017)

The bishops present at the council formulated the creed based upon the circulating New Testament documents which clearly affirmed that Jesus claimed  to be God. The apostles and their contemporaries taught this doctrine in their epistles authoritatively. The bishops deemed it necessary to follow their precedence.

The second portion of the creed elucidates other essential beliefs of the Christian faith as well. 

He suffered and the third day he rose again and ascended into heaven was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father (and the Son), who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. (Religionfacts.com, 2017)

The creed of this council was the first definitive unified statement of the Christian community. The standards of other creeds were measured by this historical event within Christianity which occurred within three centuries after the crucifixion of  Christ.

The Council of Ephesus

This council convened in A.D. 431. The bishops of the churches thought it necessary to declare the Archbishop Nestorius as a heretic along with those who subscribed to this doctrine. Nestorius rejected the church’s use of theotokos (God-bearer) to describe Mary. He contended that a woman could not give birth to God, since He is immortal and unchangeable. He believed, then, that Jesus possessed two distinct natures in one body. 

His humanity and divinity remained separate. Jesus, therefore, exercised the use of two natures, rather than one. Therefore, in effect, Nestorius rejected the biblical revelation of the incarnation. This council reaffirmed the statements of Nicaea. In addition, it affirmed the title of theotokos to Mary. Though future Christians would use this title to attribute unbiblical attributes to Mary, originally, this title was to emphasize the divinity of Christ, it was used to defend and explicate the hypostatic union of Christ. It affirmed that “the word was made flesh,” Jesus only possessed one nature.

The Chalcedonian Creed

This council took place in A.D. 451. Like the Nicean Council, disruptive theories surrounding the nature of Christ became
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