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To all young people trying to make good choices and build strong relationships.
May these stories serve as a guide, a mirror, and a source of hope.
	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

​Preface

[image: image]


In today’s world, young people face an array of distractions and pressures, many of which can hinder their potential. The Beware Series fiction edition, written by John James Sekoh, offers guidance through relatable stories that explore common pitfalls—anger, dishonesty, gossip, greed, laziness, pride and wrong company. Each volume captures the impact these behaviours and associations can have on life, relationships, and self-worth.

Through engaging stories, this series highlights the struggles, setbacks, and moments of self-discovery that define personal growth. Each book is a call to action, encouraging readers to build lives rooted in integrity, respect, and purpose. We hope these stories inspire you to reflect on your own journey, avoiding the traps that can hold you back and embracing the values that lead to a fulfilling, impactful life.

Here’s a brief introduction to each volume in the Beware Series:

1. Beware of Anger – Learning to Control Emotions Before They Control You

Emma often feels misunderstood and frustrated, reacting impulsively and lashing out at those closest to her. These emotional outbursts create tension and isolation. Through guidance and self-reflection, Emma learns that real strength lies not in losing control but in mastering her emotions. Her journey towards inner peace reveals the transformative power of self-discipline and forgiveness.

2. Beware of Dishonesty – Choosing Integrity in a World of Shortcuts

Under pressure, Jake tells a lie to avoid trouble, thinking it will protect him. Instead, he becomes entangled in a web of deceit, each lie building on the last. When the truth eventually surfaces, Jake faces the painful lesson that honesty is the foundation of trust. His story highlights that while rebuilding trust takes effort, integrity is always worth pursuing.

3. Beware of Gossip – Protecting Yourself from the Poison of Idle Talk

Rachel, part of a close-knit community where rumours spread quickly, gets caught in the toxic cycle of gossip. At first, it seems harmless fun, but when she becomes the target of false rumours, Rachel learns firsthand the damage caused by careless words. With the support of friends who value honesty, she breaks free from gossip’s grip, finding her voice in more meaningful ways.

4. Beware of Greed – Learning Generosity and the Joy of Giving

Tom is driven by a desire for more—more possessions, more success, more recognition. His fixation on accumulating leads him to lose sight of what truly matters. When he experiences an unexpected act of kindness, Tom starts to understand that real happiness comes from giving and lifting others up. His journey reveals the emptiness of unchecked greed and the lasting joy found in generosity.

5. Beware of Laziness – Pursuing Purpose and Productivity over Apathy

Jared is a bright young man with potential, but he falls into the habit of procrastination and comfort-seeking, watching as others progress around him. When a missed opportunity jolts him, Jared realises he must choose between mediocrity and pushing himself to reach his potential. His journey is an exploration of discipline, purpose, and the satisfaction that comes with personal growth.

6. Beware of Pride – Embracing Humility for Genuine Growth

Sophia is confident and talented, but her pride often blinds her to others’ perspectives. Her arrogance leads to a significant setback, forcing her to reconsider her attitude and the impact it has on her relationships. Through humility, Sophia discovers the value of teamwork and respect, learning that true strength often comes from valuing others’ insights and contributions.

7. Beware of Wrong Friends – Escaping the Web of Wrong Associations

Kelvin is friendly and easily influenced, often choosing friends who bring more harm than good. Despite knowing right from wrong, he finds himself drawn into bad habits and poor choices through the company he keeps. When he begins to realise the consequences of his associations, Kelvin faces a choice: continue down the same path or seek friendships that encourage growth and integrity. His story illustrates the importance of choosing friends wisely, and how the people around us can either elevate or hold us back.

Each book in the Beware Series tackles a different challenge, united by a shared goal: helping readers cultivate character and make choices that lead to a purposeful life. As you journey through these stories, may you find inspiration to beware of obstacles that hinder growth, and to embrace values that enrich your life and the lives of others.
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​Prologue
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Rachel had always enjoyed the chatter of her friends, the small thrill of knowing something about someone else that wasn’t yet common knowledge. To her, gossip was just another way of bonding, a part of fitting in. Besides, everyone else did it. In her close-knit school, secrets were rare, and stories spread quickly. Rachel never thought much about it—after all, no one was really getting hurt...right?

But as she would soon discover, words hold a powerful weight. In a world where people’s perceptions can change overnight, Rachel’s journey would reveal how quickly one can become both a contributor to and a victim of idle talk. Little did she know, a single rumour would set her on a path to rediscover the value of honesty and the strength that comes from choosing kindness over whispers.
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​Chapter 1
Caught in the Cycle–––––––– 
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Rachel had always been the social type—warm, outgoing, and quick to make friends. Being part of a close-knit group of friends in school gave her a sense of belonging she loved, and she cherished the moments they spent together, laughing and chatting between classes, gathering after school, and keeping each other entertained. Over time, though, she noticed that many of these conversations seemed to focus on other people. Whether it was discussing who might be failing maths, who had skipped a class, or who was rumoured to have a secret crush, there was always something or someone to talk about.

Rachel didn’t think much of it at first. Gossip was almost like the glue that held her group together. Knowing the latest “news” about their classmates gave them all a shared topic of interest, something to bond over and feel closer through. And it was fun, wasn’t it? The way they’d lean in close, whispering updates and laughing over half-truths and speculation, made her feel like she was in on some secret world where only her friends understood the inside scoop. She began to crave that sense of inclusion and started listening more eagerly when gossip popped up.

One afternoon during lunch, she overheard her friend Lila talking to the group about a rumour she’d heard about Jacob, a boy in their class who was known for being shy and keeping to himself. “I heard he’s failing science and might get kicked off the football team,” Lila said with a smirk. The group laughed, and Rachel found herself laughing along, even though she didn’t really know if it was true. Still, joining in felt natural. After all, everyone was laughing, so it couldn’t be that bad—right?

But as the laughter faded, Rachel felt a faint pang of unease. The thought of Jacob, who barely spoke to anyone, dealing with people whispering about him didn’t sit well with her. She pushed the feeling aside, convincing herself that it was just a joke and didn’t mean any harm. “It’s just for fun,” she reasoned. “Everyone does it.” In her mind, gossip wasn’t anything serious; it was just how people bonded in their group. The laughter, the secrecy, the connection with her friends—it all made her feel like she belonged.

A few days later, as Rachel was grabbing her books from her locker, her classmate Noah, who was known for his honest and straightforward nature, approached her. “Hey, Rachel, can I talk to you for a second?” he asked, glancing around to make sure no one was listening.

“Sure,” Rachel replied, slightly puzzled. Noah wasn’t part of her usual group, but she considered him a nice guy. She listened as he took a deep breath and continued.

“I know you hang out with Lila and her friends,” he began. “I just wanted to say... be careful with the gossip stuff. It can really hurt people, even if it
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