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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

THE SHOEMAKER: Principles & Guide for Professionals is a technical guidebook, written and produced by Dandy Ahuruonye. It is his latest addition to the growing list of publications that are now available at Dandy Ahuruonye Books. 

Dandy designed this manuscript to serve as a simplified manual for anyone desiring to become a professional shoe designer - without the need to initially serve as an apprentice at a master’s workshop. Armed with this handbook, you can become a shoe designer, even though you never went to any of today’s designing schools.   

[image: Fashion Man Formal Shoes High Quality Genuine Leather Personality Men  Business Dress Oxford Wedding Shoes | Formal shoes for men, Mens business  shoes, Dress shoes men]After completing his studies in Fashion Designing, Ahuruonye set up a designing studio. From there, he built high-end custom-made footwear. At the peak of his creative prowess, he successfully designed a kit for a First Lady. That was during his renowned ‘Designer’s Finger’ period. 

DEDICATED:

To my long-suffering instructor – the late Christian Amaram. Dede, you were a great mentor, a gentle coach, and a loving guardian.

To my cousin and former business partner, Ezekiel Okeogu. Ezie, my alliance with you gave me the crucial first wings, which helped me to navigate the perilous risks that most budding artists encounter.

To you Misheal Adolphus Erondụ, for generously providing me with full boarding during the precarious period when I was an impecunious student at the designing school.

Mr David Amalaha (my first member of staff & manager), and 

Mr Udochi Enweremmadụ (2nd Designer’s Finger Graduate

[image: image]

[image: image]

TABLE OF CONTENTS

OVERVIEW

REFERENCES

1: ABOUT THIS MANUAL

2: SECTIONS OF SHOE CONSTRUCTION

3: NAMES OF SHOE PARTS

4: BASIC SHOEMAKING TOOLS

5: SHOE CONSTRUCTION

6: INTRODUCTION

7: BESPOKE OR CUSTOM-MADE

8: SHOEMAKING - STEP BY STEP

9: MEASUREMENTS & TOOLS

10: THE UPPER Or SHAFT

11: THE MEAN FORME - THE UPPER

12: REAR STIFF

13: THE SHANK (METAL SHEET)

14: THE SEAT (INSOLE)

15: THE HEEL

16: THE SOLE

17: LASTING: QUICK SUMMARY

18: DETAILED LASTING PROCESS

19: ABA CITY: AN INTRODUCTION

20: WHY WE NEED A SHOE MANUAL

21: MORE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

OVERVIEW
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My determination to preserve the esteemed, but age-old craft of making shoes using bare hands, inspired the writing of this manual.

What I regard as the manufacturing rebellion - but which other people call the industrial revolution – has become a substitute to the old village shoemaker.
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Today, I observe, with a measure of chagrin, the large, mechanised factories filled with armies of workers. But regrettably, each human-machine in these industrial units knows only one mode of operation involved in the process that leads to producing footwear. It is therefore painful for me to contemplate that some of these shoe factory workers may view themselves as shoemakers – but nothing could be further from the truth!
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Dandy Ahuruonye planned all design concepts and methods presented herein.
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1: ABOUT THIS MANUAL
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I designed this manual to guide you from being a rooky, or absolute novice, to a professional shoemaker within a short time. The aim is to help you become a professional without ever having to serve as an apprentice to a master. From the first chapter, this guidebook first provides basic information and guides from a beginner’s point of view. As I went through the difficulty of learning how to make shoes from just an oral and practice tutorial; I realised that there is a crucial need for a published guide to supplement the hands-on apprentice training in the workshop. 

This profession of making footwear by hand is one that only needs three things: practice, practice, and more practice. At the outset, plan to make a few pairs of shoes, so that you can improve through regular practice. 

If you are very positive and use this manuscript regularly, chances are your first pair would be fairly wearable; even so, you will need to improve on your initial achievements. After making thousands of shoes by exclusively using my bare hands, it became clear to me that the D.I.Y approach to shoemaking is possible; actually, it is the way forward. 

Therefore, this guidebook aims to encourage more people to make and wear custom footwear. Doing this day after day for more than a dozen years inspired me to prepare simple rudimentary steps to design and build footwear - from the very first steps to more advanced and authentic methods
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