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			For Eliza, who survived the polar vortex with me.

			For the girl who melted an ice giant before it could eat us all.

			For we must all swallow hope to burn the fear within us.
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				How

				Loves How I love you How you How we hang on words How eaten with need How we need to eat How weevils sift the wheat How cold it is How thick with hoarfrost ice slick sleet freeze How wintry the mix How full of angst How gut sick How blue lipped How we drink How we drink a health How we care How easy over as eggs How it all slides How absurd How yet tender we all How wrapped in a thick coat How battered How slender the flesh How we wrap ourselves How many selves we all How I miss you many How I see you How your eyes warm mine How tiny am I inside How enormous my need How you open an old-fashioned satchel How deep it yawns How bleak this need How like winter How it yet catches the light How brilliant the sun dogs parhelion moon dogs paraselene phenomenon optic How fetching your spectacles How my thumbs might fit alongside the slope of your nose How my own glasses slide down my thin bridge How ridiculous the theory of the bridge How inane the bibble babble How we grew to be friends How we grew thumbs How opposable we all How we grew sparks How we blew up a fire How angry How incensed How we resist How we bead up drops How water will not run How we distract How loud the dog snores How loudly How noisy the snow grows How many degrees below How we fret How again How we all came here How did we come How did we How loves How did we come to this

			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

	
		
			
				Sovereign Love

				When I look upon the beloved             the real beloved             not the beloved of memoirs

				made up in revenge     but    the active generator of love            the love maker

				When I                 when                   When I look upon you

				Beloved            I might avert my gaze            let it stray only to your hands

				then up to your throat

				It is only in holding your eyes away from mine

				that I can stay sovereign in my love

				It is only for you                   not from you                   It is more than state or nation

				This love is itself unto itself                   The only name it needs it speaks within me

				Call it what you will                   It will answer
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