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  INTRODUCTION


  These are, of course, theories. If they were proven beyond all doubt they would be conspiracy facts.


  This book, a companion to The Mammoth Book of Cover-Ups, is a guide to the weirdest, wackiest and the most dangerous conspiracy theories around. I have, hopefully, steered a path between
  the Scylla of outright scepticism and the Charybdis of wide-open gullibility, the latter constantly boosted by the Internet, a self-referring universe where one bloggers claim becomes one
  researchers proof. As a measuring stick of a theorys veracity, I have included an ALERT guide, with a 1 to 10 rating, with 1 being No way, Jose and 10
  being Its a cert. A small number of cases have appeared in Cover-Ups, but reappear here in the light of more and new information.


  There are conspiracy theories that cross the edge of madness  David Ickes reptilian-humanoid takeover and Vril-powered UFOs driven by Nazis come hurtling to mind
   but there are plenty out there that raise real issues about the abuse of power by secretive groups of politicos, CEOs, medicos and military honchos. Everyone should sleep a little less easy
  and be a little more vigilant after reading about the US Armys Operation Northwoods (which proposed false-flag terrorist outrages on the American people and the sticking of the
  blame on Cuba) and you may want to give the bio-research facility at Plum Island a wide, wide detour.


  As they say: just because you are paranoid, it doesnt mean that they arent out to get you 


  Jon E. Lewis





  APPLE


  Ever wonder how two tech geeks like Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak made their billions?


  Conspiracists know the answer. Jobs and Wozniak built the first Macintosh computer in a California garage and when it failed to raise interest they did a deal with the devil, selling their souls
  in exchange for success on earth. The proof was on the price tag of the first Mac: $666.66. The mark of the Beast. Rounding off the evidence is the Apple logo. Theres a bite taken out of the
  apple, the forbidden fruit.


  Alternatively, Apple did a deal with Big Brother. Take a look at an iPhone. It plays, unknown to its owner, iSpy on you. A secret file stores latitude and longitude, complete with a dater. The
  file is unencrypted and is transferred to any device the iPhone syncs with. Thus anyone with access to the owners computer can track his or her movements. Invasion of privacy anyone?
  Apples snooping habit doesnt end with the locator file. The Hackintosh hacker alleged that Apple has stuck a code into the iPhone that tracks keyboard use, so every time
  the user taps in information this is relayed to Apple HQ. The claim has never been verified but Apples appetite for gathering personal information is infamous; in 2010 the company applied
  for a patent (Systems and Methods for Identifying Unauthorized Users of an Electronic Device) that could record the heartbeat of iPhone users, as well as covertly photograph them and
  their surroundings. If Apple collects information, as sure as God made little green apples, law enforcement agencies will one day come calling to use it. All of which has made dark rooms full of
  pale conspiracy theorists wonder if Apple is not doing the CIA/FBIs job for them.


  Apple justified the patent application as a security measure to prevent thieves using stolen phones, but as the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EEF) watchdog pointed out the technology also
  enabled Apple to cut off customers who pimped (quite lawfully) their devices. Improper use would also be reported to the Orwellian sounding proper authorities. The EEF christened the
  patent traitorware. Apples inclination to control is almost as great as its inclination to spy. On prudishly deciding that cartoonist Mark Fiores NewsToons app was too
  satirical for its taste Apple rejected it. When Fiore won a Pulitzer though they installed the app. Never one to miss a commercial opportunity, Apple.


  Of course, Apple likes to keep its own secrets very close to its chips: the company is heavily controlling of image and market share. When Consumer Reports had the brazen gall to say it
  couldnt recommend the iPhone 4 until the antenna was improved, threads discussing the issue on Mac.com forums mysteriously disappeared overnight. And only an absolute cynic would claim that
  Apples 2010 litigious spat with internet mag Gizmodo about its review of an iPhone 4 prototype left in a bar and passed on to the website was a staged publicity stunt, what with the
  new phone getting oodles of free publicity, and security at Apple HQ being Fort Knox tight.


  Byte into an Apple. Indeed.
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  Further Reading


  www.eff.org/deeplinks/2010/08/steve-jobs-watching-you-apple-seeking-patent-0





  AREA 51


  Warning. Restricted Area. Photography of This Area is Prohibited.


  So read the signs staked around Area 51, a high-security military base in the Nevada desert, 90 miles (145 km) north of Las Vegas. Also known as Groom Lake, the facility, which comprises
  thousands of acres, is surrounded by security fencing and intruder detection systems, and is regularly patrolled. A no-fly zone operates above it. The US Government, you get the feeling, wants to
  keep peeping eyes away from what happens in Area 51.


  Why? There is a long-standing belief by conspiracists that Area 51 houses the UFO disc found at Roswell, as well as other crashed alien spaceships. At Area 51, the theory goes, the recovered
  UFOs are back-engineered so that their technology can be utilized by the US military. The latter are helped  either willingly or unwillingly  by captured alien pilots.


  Few of the human government employees who work at Groom have ever talked about their work, but two who did were Leo Williams and Bob Lazar. Williams claimed to have worked in alien technology
  evaluation, the results of which informed the design of the B-2 stealth bomber. In 1989 Lazar announced on local TV that he too had been involved in back-engineering at Grooms
  S-4 hangars complex, including assessment of the Roswell crafts propulsion system. He had even uncovered Gravity B, a force arising from the manipulation of a new nuclear
  element, ununpentium.


  Neither Williams nor Lazar proved very convincing witnesses. Lazar had invented his purported MIT physics qualification and before working in back-engineering had been engaged in the rather less
  than cutting edge employment of managing a photo shop. A steady stream of sightings of strange lights and craft at Groom, however, kept alive the notion of Area 51 as a top-secret UFO lab, perhaps
  the manufacturing plant of Black Helicopters.


  Certainly, Area 51 has been the testing ground for weird and wonderful aircraft. The U-2 spy plane was flown there; so was the SR-71 Blackbird, the B-2 stealth bomber, the F-117 stealth fighter,
  and the unmanned aerial vehicle known as the Beast of Kandahar (and officially as RQ-170 Sentinel) that spied on the Abbottabad compound of Osama bin Laden. And these are only the
  craft the public has been informed about. Its reasonable to suppose that other prototype and avant-garde aircraft have taken to the air at Groom, less reasonable to suppose that they have
  been developed from alien technology.


  There was, though, one conspiracy taking place at Area 51. Bill Sweetman, editor-in-chief of defence technology for Aviation Week, maintains that the government absolutely encouraged
  deliberate disinformation campaigns to generate a lot of noise about UFOs back in the 1950s and 1960s to cover secret flights of planes like the U-2, and then again in the late 1970s and
  early 1980s to link area 51 to UFOs through fake documents and eye-witness accounts of alien technology and even alien bodies.


  The object of the disinformation was to mask the real reasons for the building of the base, namely the R&D of air-machines to best the Ruskies.


  The Government, in other words, conspired to create a conspiracy theory.
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  Further Reading


  David Darlington, Area 51: The Dreamland Chronicles, 1998


  Eric Elfman, Almanac of Alien Encounters, 2001


  Annie Jacobsen, Area 51: An Uncensored History of Americas Top Secret Military Base, 2011


  Phil Patton, Dreamland: Travels Inside the Secret World of Roswell and Area 51, 1998





  JULIAN ASSANGE


  During 2010, the whistle-blowing website WikiLeaks released troves of classified US cables. They made fascinating reading, and Joe and Josephine Public learned a thing or a
  hundred it never knew its government and allies were up to, from the US CIAs 3,000-strong secret army in Afghanistan to Saudi Arabias plea for a missile strike on Iran. WikiLeaks
  justified the release of the information as being in the public interest, while embarrassed establishments in the West complained about the endangering of national security. Julian
  Assange, the Australian founder of WikiLeaks, became, depending on your point of view, a hero or an Osama bin-Laden-style bogeyman. In the latter camp, Sarah Palin called for the
  anti-American Assange to be pursued with the same urgency we pursue al-Qaeda and Taliban leaders. But Palin had a particular hard spot for WikiLeaks; the site had
  published her emails from her unsuccessful run for VeePee of the USA, one of its highest profile coups since its foundation in 2007.


  Not long after Palin blew her hunting horn, the US Government announced its intention to try Assange under the Espionage Act of 1917. Then there were cyberspace sabotage attacks on WikiLeaks,
  the US Air Force started blocked access on its computers to any website which posted the cables (including the New York Times), and PayPal, Mastercard, Visa, Amazon and Bank of America all
  refused to handle donations to WikiLeaks.


  To put the cherry on the conspiracy cake, Julian Assange was then arrested in Britain, at the request of Swedish prosecutors, on a completely unrelated matter. The Swedes maintained that Assange
  was guilty of rape, unlawful coercion and molestation in their bailiwick. Assange directly accused the US of smearing him on trumped-up charges; meanwhile, the two Stockholm women allegedly
  assaulted by Assange  who were left-wing fans of his  explicitly denied being set up by the Pentagon or anyone else. In a prime case of wheels within wheels, WikiLeaks
  staff apparently blocked Assange from using the site to claim he was a victim of a conspiracy in the Swedish case. Citing Assanges autocratic style and courting of publicity, other staff
  left, others called for his replacement. Some defectors allied with a new site that published leaks about  WikiLeaks.


  All, clearly, was not well down in WikiWorld. As WikiObservers sagely noted, the US might not need to conspire to destroy Assange and his operation. He might do that himself.


  For his part Assange uploaded an Insurance File onto the internet, which is reputed to be bursting with more top secret government information. Only Assange knows the password, and
  this is to be released posthumously  should he suffer an accident.
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  Further Reading


  Daniel Domscheit-Berg, Inside WikiLeaks: My Time with Julian Assange at the Worlds Most Dangerous Website, 2011


  David Leigh and Luke Harding, WikiLeaks: Inside Julian Assanges War on Secrecy, 2011





  AUM SHINRIKYO


  Nipponese yoga teacher Shoko Asahara founded the Aum Shinrikyo (Supreme Truth) sect in 1984 on a religious programme that combined Buddhism with
  Nostradamus and End-is-Nigh Christianity. A standard issue cult leader, Asahara boasted a beard, plus messianic powers (the ability to make the sick rise from their beds) and supernatural
  abilities. He couldnt quite walk on water, but he could walk through walls, a feat made difficult for his followers because he made them scald their feet. Despite  or maybe because of
   Asaharas certifiable lunacy, Aum Shinrikyo attracted over 50,000 members. In the material world of Japan, it did at least offer something more than the pursuit of the yen. That said,
  like many a cult leader, Asahara was an accomplished businessman, raising sect funds through software enterprises and outright extortion at gunpoint.


  Asahara promised the faithful that one day Aum Shinrikyo would rule Japan. When an electoral bid for power failed miserably in 1989, Asahara determined on a terrorist takeover instead.
  Representatives of Aum travelled to the HQ of the International Tesla Society in New York looking for documents detailing Teslas weapons of doom (see Free Electricity and
  HAARP) but the FBI had long before seized the brainboxs research notes. Frustrated in their search for advanced sci-fi weaponry, Aum settled on buying arms from Russia (including a
  military helicopter), making an Ebola bomb and the building of chemical weapons. After murdering and assassinating individuals not to its taste, in 1994 Aum launched a mass sarin gas attack
  in the city of Matsumoto. Eight died. On 20 March 1995, Aum committed the deed by which it became internationally infamous: the attack on Tokyo Subway System with sarin nerve gas in which twelve
  people died and thousands were injured. Asahara was apprehended by the Japanese police and, after a lengthy trial, was sentenced to death. To date the sentence has not been carried out.


  To no great surprise, the reviled Aum rebranded itself in 2000, becoming Aleph.
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  Further Reading


  D. W. Bracket, Holy Terror: Armageddon in Tokyo, 1996





  BAVARIAN ILLUMINATI


  It is the conspiracy whose name hardly dare be spoken. Through front organizations such as the Freemasons and the Bilderberg Group, the Bavarian Illuminati are poised to usher
  in the New World Order.


  Such is the fear of serried ranks of conspiracy theorists. The Illuminati, then, have come a long way since their foundation in the smallsville Bavarian town of Ingolstadt on 1 May 1776 by
  Professor Adam Weishaupt, a lecturer at the local university. Like other intellectual groups which flourished in the Enlightenment, the Ancient Illuminated Seers of Bavaria (a.k.a. the Illuminati,
  a.k.a. the Order of Perfectabilists) flirted with progressive and subversive ideas, not least atheism and republicanism. Initiates were required to undergo a rigorous study of philosophy, beginning
  with the Ancient Greeks and ending with contemporaries such as Helvetius; graduates, enlightened and eager, would then  went Weishaupts plan  enter leading positions in
  Bavarian government and society, and so transform Catholic Bavaria into a utopia of liberalism and rationality. Like other such groups, the Illuminati adopted esoteric rituals and signs, partly for
  reasons of security, partly for the excitement of clubability. Each member had a code name: Weishaupt was Spartacus, and his right-hand man Zwack was Cato.


  The Illuminati soon attracted the unwelcome attention of the states autocratic ruler, the Elector Prince Karl-Theodor, who in 1784 banned all secret societies in an attempt to halt the
  tide of Jacobinism (republicanism). In the following year the 650-strong Illuminati were proscribed by name and Weishaupt quit Bavaria in a hurry. His hopes of rebuilding the Illuminati were dashed
  when a police raid on Zwacks house seized hundreds of Illuminati documents and membership lists. Besides, the Illuminatis main recruiting ground, the Freemasons, had wised up to
  Illuminati methods and had begun blocking infiltration. Weishaupt himself settled down to a quiet life as a university lecturer in Saxony.


  Ironically, just at the moment the Illuminati project failed, the paranoid myth that it was an omniscient, omnipotent secret society was born. In 1797, Augustin de Barruel published the first of
  his two volume Memoires pour server a lhistoire de Jacobinisme (Memoirs serving as a history of Jacobinism). An ex-Jesuit, de Barruel blamed the recent French Revolution
  on an inner sanctum of Masons  the Illuminati. A year later, Professor John Robison fingered the Illuminati in his Proofs of a Conspiracy Against All the Religions and Governments of
  Europe, Carried on in the Secret Meetings of Free-Masons, Illuminati and Reading Societies. In the febrile atmosphere of late eighteenth-century Europe, de Barruel and Robisons claims
  caused a furore, and the Illuminati became the favourite bogeymen of conservatives on the continent.


  That there was no hard evidence for the continued existence of the Illuminati troubled not one of these writers, just as it failed to trouble the British author Nesta Webster a century later.
  Websters colourful Secret Societies and Subversive Movements, published in 1924, detected the fingers of the Illuminati in the French Revolution (see Document, p.12) and the Russian
  Revolution just gone by. Websters book enjoyed only modest influence in her home country, but in America it became the conspiracy gospel of the Far Right. Today, the Illuminati are Public
  Enemy Number One for the John Birch Society, survivalists, the patriotic militias and Christian fundamentalists, who all claim to have detected the Illuminatis real goal: a single,
  authoritarian, satanic global government  a New World Order. As an alert on the Christian Science University website in 2000 had it: A diabolical and Satanic  scheme
  has been designed and is being prepared for global implementation by anti-Christ agents of an organization called The Illuminati.


  There is a secret sign of Americas special role in the Illuminatis plans: the Latin motto Novus Ordo Seclorum (translated as New World Order) on the US dollar
  bill. Unfortunately for conspiracists, the actual translation of the Latin tag is New Order of the Ages, or, colloquially, a fresh start. The desperate mistranslation of
  Novus Ordo Seclorum is typical of the evidence Illuminati-watchers hold up as evidence of conspiracy. Free of the constraints of actual evidence, contemporary conspiracists
  speculate wildly. David Icke considers the Illuminati to be a front for shape-shifting Reptilian Humanoids from planet Draco, while one major Illuminati conspiracy theory claims that the
  order was founded in Mesopotamia around 300,000 BC. That is, before the Neanderthals staggered around the Earth, dragging their knuckles on the ground. In the archetypal
  Illuminati conspiracy theory, however, the pyramid of power is, from the top down: Lucifer, or the All-Seeing Eye; the Rothschild Tribunal, being the inner circle of the Rothschild banking family;
  the Great Druid Council; below them, the Council of Thirty-Five, consisting of leading Freemasons; the Committee of 300, which is led by the black nobility, notably the British Royal
  Family.


  That whirring sound you can hear? That is Adam Weishaupt, who believed that Illumination was about moral and intellectual perfection, spinning in his grave.
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  Further Reading


  William Cooper, Behold a Pale Horse, 1991


  John Robison, Proofs of a Conspiracy Against All the Religions and Governments of Europe, 1798

  



  
    
      
        DOCUMENT: NESTA WEBSTER, SECRET SOCIETIES AND SUBVERSIVE MOVEMENTS, LONDON, BOSWELL PRINTING & PUBLISHING CO., 1924


        Illuminism in reality is less an Order than a principle, and a principle which can work better under cover of something else. Weishaupt himself had laid down the precept
        that the work of Illuminism could best be conducted under other names and other occupations, and henceforth we shall always find it carried on by this skilful system of
        camouflage.


        The first cover adopted was the lodge of the Amis Runis in Paris, with which, as we have already seen, the Illuminati had established relations. But now in 1787 a
        definite alliance was effected by the aforementioned Illuminati, Bode and Busche, who in response to an invitation from the secret committee of the lodge arrived in Paris in February of this
        year. Here they found the old Illuminatus Mirabeau  who with Talleyrand had been largely instrumental in summoning these German Brothers  and, according to Gustave Bord, two
        important members of the Stricte Observance, the Marquis de Chefdebien dArmisson (Eques a Capite Galeato) and an Austrian, the Comte Leopold de Kollowrath-Krakowski
        (Eques ab Aquila Fulgente) who also belonged to Weishaupts Order of Illuminati in which he bore the pseudonym of Numenius.


        It is important here to recognize the peculiar part played by the Lodge of the Amis Runis. Whilst the Loge des Neuf Soeurs was largely composed of
        middle-class revolutionaries such as Brissot, Danton, Camille Desmoulins, and Champfort, and the Loge de la Candeur of aristocratic revolutionaries  Lafayette as well as
        the Orlanistes, the Marquis de Sillery, the Duc dAiguillon, the Marquis de Custine, and the Lameths  the Loge du Contrat Social was mainly composed of
        honest visionaries who entertained no revolutionary projects but, according to Barruel, were strongly Royalist. The rle of the Amis Runis was to collect together
        the subversives from all other lodges  Philalthes, Rose-Croix, members of the Loge des Neuf Soeurs and of the Loge de la Candeur and of the most
        secret committees of the Grand Orient, as well as deputies from the Illumins in the provinces. Here, then, at the lodge in the Rue de la Sordire, under the
        direction of Savalette de Langes, were to be found the disciples of Weishaupt, of Swedenborg, and of Saint-Martin, as well as the practical makers of revolution  the agitators and
        demagogues of 1789.


        The influence of German Illuminism on all these heterogeneous elements was enormous. From this moment, says a further Bavarian report of the matter, a complete change took place in the
        Order of the Amis Runis. Hitherto only vaguely subversive, the Chevaliers Bienfaisants became the Chevaliers Malfaisants, the Amis Runis became the Ennemis
        Runis. The arrival of the two Germans, Bode and Busche, gave the finishing touch to the conspiracy. The avowed object of their journey was to obtain information about
        magnetism, which was just then making a great stir, but in reality, taken up with the gigantic plan of their Order, their real aim was to make proselytes. It will be seen
        that the following passage exactly confirms the account given by Barruel:


        
          
            As the Lodge of the Amis Runis collected together everything that could be found out from all other masonic systems in the world, so the way was
            soon paved there for Illuminism. It was also not long before this lodge together with all those that depended on it was impregnated with Illuminism. The former system of all these was as
            if wiped out, so that from this time onwards the framework of the Philalthes quite disappeared and in the place of the former Cabalistic-magical extravagance
            [Schwrmerei] came in the philosophical-political.

          

        


        It was therefore not Martinism, Cabalism, or Freemasonry that in themselves provided the real revolutionary force. Many non-illuminized Freemasons, as Barruel himself
        declares, remained loyal to the throne and altar, and as soon as the monarchy was seen to be in danger the Royalist Brothers of the Contrat Social boldly summoned the lodges to
        coalesce in defence of King and Constitution; even some of the upper Masons, who in the degree of Knight Kadosch had sworn hatred to the Pope and Bourbon monarchy, rallied likewise to the
        royal cause. The French spirit triumphed over the masonic spirit in the greater number of the Brothers. Opinions as well as hearts were still for the King. It needed the
        devastating doctrines of Weishaupt to undermine this spirit and to turn the degrees of vengeance from vain ceremonial into terrible fact.


        If, then, it is said that the Revolution was prepared in the lodges of Freemasons  and many French Masons have boasted of the fact  let it always be added that it was
        Illuminized Freemasonry that made the Revolution, and that the Masons who acclaim it are illuminized Masons, inheritors of the same tradition introduced into the lodges of
        France in 1787 by the disciples of Weishaupt, patriarch of the Jacobins.


        Many of the Freemasons of France in 1787 were thus not conscious allies of the Illuminati. According to Cadet de Gassicourt, there were in all the lodges only twenty-seven real initiates;
        the rest were largely dupes who knew little or nothing of the source whence the fresh influence among them derived. The amazing feature of the whole situation is that the most enthusiastic
        supporters of the movement were men belonging to the upper classes and even to the royal families of Europe. A contemporary relates that no less than thirty princes -reigning and non-reigning
         had taken under their protection a confederation from which they stood to lose everything and had become so imbued by its principles that they were inaccessible to reason. Intoxicated
        by the flattery lavished on them by the priests of Illuminism, they adopted a religion of which they understood nothing. Weishaupt, of course, had taken care that none of these royal dupes
        should be initiated into the real aims of the Order, and at first adhered to the original plan of excluding them altogether; but the value of their cooperation soon became apparent and by a
        supreme irony it was with a Grand Duke that he himself took refuge.


        But if the great majority of princes and nobles were stricken with blindness at this crisis, a few far-seeing spirits recognized the danger and warned the world of the impending disaster.
        In 1787 Cardinal Caprara, Apostolic Nuncio at Vienna, addressed a confidential memoir to the Pope, in which he pointed out that the activities carried on in Germany by the different sects of
        Illumins, of Perfectibilists, of Freemasons, etc., were increasing:


        
          
            The danger is approaching, for from all these senseless dreams of Illuminism, of Swedenborgianism, or of Freemasonry a frightful reality will emerge. Visionaries have
            their time; the revolution they forebode will have its time also.

          

        


        A more amazing prophecy, however, was the Essai sur la Secte des Illumins, by the Marquis de Luchet, a Liberal noble who played some part in the
        revolutionary movement, yet who nevertheless realized the dangers of Illuminism. Thus, as early as 1789, before the Revolution had really developed, de Luchet uttered these words of
        warning:


        
          
            Deluded people  learn that there exists a conspiracy in favour of despotism against liberty, of incapacity against talent, of vice against virtue, of ignorance
            against enlightenment  This society aims at governing the world  Its object is universal domination. This plan may seem extraordinary, incredible  yes, but not
            chimerical  no such calamity has ever yet afflicted the world.

          

        


        De Luchet then goes on to foretell precisely the events that were to take place three and four years later; he describes the position of a king who has to recognize
        masters above himself and to authorize their abominable rgime, to become the plaything of an ambitious and fanatical horde which has taken possession of his will.


        
          
            See him condemned to serve the passions of all that surround him  to raise degraded men to power, to prostitute his judgement by choices that dishonour his
            prudence 

          

        


        All this was exactly fulfilled during the reign of the Girondin ministry of 1792. The campaign of destruction carried out in the summer of 1793 is thus foretold:


        
          
            We do not mean to say that the country where the Illumins reign will cease to exist, but it will fall into such a degree of humiliation that it will no longer
            count in politics, that the population will diminish, that the inhabitants who resist the inclination to pass into a foreign land will no longer enjoy the happiness of consideration, nor
            the charms of society, nor the gifts of commerce.

          

        


        And de Luchet ends with this despairing appeal to the powers of Europe:


        
          
            Masters of the world, cast your eyes on a desolated multitude, listen to their cries, their tears, their hopes. A mother asks you to restore her son, a wife her
            husband, your cities for the fine arts that have fled from them, the country for citizens, the fields for cultivators, religion for forms of worship, and Nature for beings of which she is
            worthy.

          

        


        Five years after these words were written the countryside of France was desolate, art and commerce were destroyed, and women following the tumbril that carried
        Fouquier-Tinville to the guillotine cried out: Give me back my brother, my son, my husband! So was this amazing prophecy fulfilled. Yet not one word has history to say on the
        subject! The warning of de Luchet has fallen on deaf ears amongst posterity as amongst the men of his own day.


        De Luchet himself recognizes the obstacle to his obtaining a hearing: there are too many passions interested in supporting the system of the Illumins, too many
        deluded rulers imagining themselves enlightened ready to precipitate their people into the abyss, whilst the heads of the Order will never relinquish the authority they have acquired
        nor the treasure at their disposal. In vain de Luchet appeals to the Freemasons to save their Order from the invading sect. Would it not be possible, he asks, to
        direct the Freemasons themselves against the Illumins by showing them that whilst they are working to maintain harmony in society, those others are everywhere sowing seeds of
        discord and preparing the ultimate destruction of their Order? So far it is not too late; if only men will believe in the danger it may be averted: from the moment they are
        convinced, the necessary blow is dealt to the sect. Otherwise de Luchet prophesies a series of calamities of which the end is lost in the darkness of time,  a
        subterranean fire smouldering eternally and breaking forth periodically in violent and devastating explosions. What words could better describe the history of the last 150 years?

		
		The Essai sur la Secte des Illumins is one of the most extraordinary documents of history and at the same time one of the most mysterious. Why it should have been written by
        the Marquis de Luchet, who is said to have collaborated with Mirabeau in the Galerie de Portraits published in the following year, why it should have been appended to
        Mirabeaus Histoire Secrte de la Cour de Berlin, and accordingly attributed to Mirabeau himself, why Barruel should have denounced it as dust thrown in the eyes of
        the public, although it entirely corroborated his own point of view, are questions to which I can find no reply. That it was written seriously and in all good faith it is impossible to doubt;
        whilst the fact that it appeared before, instead of after, the events described, renders it even more valuable evidence of the reality of the conspiracy than Barruels own admirable
        work. What Barruel saw, de Luchet foresaw with equal clearness. As to the rle of Mirabeau at this crisis, we can only hazard an explanation on the score of his habitual inconsistency.
        At one moment he was seeking interviews with the Kings ministers in order to warn them of the coming danger, at the next he was energetically stirring up insurrection. It is therefore
        not impossible that he may have encouraged de Luchets exposure of the conspiracy, although meanwhile he himself had entered into the scheme of destruction. Indeed, according to a
        pamphlet published in 1791 entitled Mystres de la Conspiration, the whole plan of revolution was found amongst his papers. The editor of this brochure
        explains that the document here made public, called Croquis ou Projet de Rvolution de Monsieur de Mirabeau, was seized at the house of Madame Lejai, the wife of
        Mirabeaus publisher, on October 6, 1789. Beginning with a diatribe against the French monarchy, the document goes on to say that in order to triumph over this hydra-headed
        monster these are my ideas:


        
          
            We must overthrow all order, suppress all laws, annul all power, and leave the people in anarchy. The laws we establish will not perhaps be in force at once, but at
            any rate, having given back the power to the people, they will resist for the sake of their liberty which they will believe they are preserving. We must caress their vanity, flatter their
            hopes, promise them happiness after our work has been in operation; we must elude their caprices and their systems at will, for the people as legislators are very dangerous, they only
            establish laws which coincide with their passions, their want of knowledge would besides only give birth to abuses. But as the people are a lever which legislators can move at their will,
            we must necessarily use them as a support, and render hateful to them everything we wish to destroy and sow illusions in their path; we must also buy all the mercenary pens which
            propagate our methods and which will instruct the people concerning their enemies whom we attack. The clergy, being the most powerful through public opinion, can only be destroyed by
            ridiculing religion, rendering its ministers odious, and only representing them as hypocritical monsters, for Mahomet in order to establish his religion first defamed the paganism which
            the Arabs, the Sarmathes, and the Scythians professed. Libels must at every moment show fresh traces of hatred against the clergy. To exaggerate their riches, to make the sins of an
            individual appear to be common to all, to attribute to them all vices; calumny, murder, irreligion, sacrilege, all is permitted in times of revolution.


            We must degrade the noblesse and attribute it to an odious origin, establish a germ of equality which can never exist but which will flatter the people; [we must]
            immolate the most obstinate, burn and destroy their property in order to intimidate the rest, so that if we cannot entirely destroy this prejudice we can weaken it and the people will
            avenge their vanity and their jealousy by all the excesses which will bring them to submission.

          

        


        After describing how the soldiers are to be seduced from their allegiance, and the magistrates represented to the people as despots,since the people, brutal and
        ignorant, only see the evil and never the good of things, the writer explains they must be given only limited power in the municipalities:


        
          
            Let us beware above all of giving them too much force; their despotism is too dangerous, we must flatter the people by gratuitous justice, promise them a great
            diminution in taxes and a more equal division, more extension in fortunes, and less humiliation. These phantasies [vertiges] will fanaticise the people, who will flatten out
            all resistance. What matter the victims and their numbers? spoliations, destructions, burnings, and all the necessary effects of a revolution? nothing must be sacred and we can say with
            Machiavelli: What matter the means as long as one arrives at the end?

          

        


        Were all these the ideas of Mirabeau, or were they, like the other document of the Illuminati found amongst his papers, the programme of a conspiracy? I incline to the
        latter theory. The plan of campaign was, at any rate, the one followed out by the conspirators, as Chamfort, the friend and confidant of Mirabeau, admitted in his conversation with
        Marmontel:


        
          
            The nation is a great herd that only thinks of browsing, and with good sheepdogs the shepherds can lead it as they please  Money and the hope of plunder are
            all-powerful with the people 


            Mirabeau cheerfully asserts that with 100 louis one can make quite a good riot.

          

        


        Another contemporary thus describes the methods of the leaders:


        
          
            Mirabeau, in the exuberance of an orgy, cried one day: That canaille well deserves to have us for legislators! These professions of faith,
            as we see, are not at all democratic; the sect uses the populace as revolution fodder [chair  rvolution], as prime material for brigandage, after which it
            seizes the gold and abandons generations to torture. It is veritably the code of hell.

          

        


        It is this code of hell set forth in the Projet de Rvolution that we shall find repeated in succeeding documents throughout the last
        hundred years  in the correspondence of the Alta Vendita, in the Dialogues aux Enfers entre Machiavel et Montesquieu by Maurice Joly, in the Revolutionary
        Catechism of Bakunin, in the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, and in the writings of the Russian Bolsheviks today.


        Whatever doubts may be cast on the authenticity of any of these documents, the indisputable fact thus remains that as early as 1789 this Machiavellian plan of engineering revolution and
        using the people as a lever for raising a tyrannical minority to power, had been formulated; further, that the methods described in this earliest Protocol have been carried out
        according to plan from that day to this. And in every outbreak of the social revolution the authors of the movement have been known to be connected with secret societies.


        It was Adrien Duport, author of the Great Fear that spread over France on July 22, 1789, Duport, the inner initiate of the secret societies, holding in
        his hands all the threads of the masonic conspiracy, who on May 21, 1790, set forth before the Committee of Propaganda the vast scheme of destruction:


        
          
            M. de Mirabeau has well established the fact that the fortunate revolution which has taken place in France must and will be for all the peoples of Europe the awakening
            of liberty and for Kings the sleep of death.

          

        


        But Duport goes on to explain that whilst Mirabeau thinks it advisable at present not to concern themselves with anything outside France, he himself believes that the
        triumph of the French Revolution must lead inevitably to the ruin of all thrones  Therefore we must hasten among our neighbours the same revolution that is going on in
        France.


        The plan of illuminized Freemasonry was thus nothing less than world-revolution.


        At the beginning of the Revolution, Orlanism and Freemasonry thus formed a united body. According to Lombard de Langres:


        
          
            France in 1789 counted more than 2,000 lodges affiliated to the Grand Orient; the number of adepts was more than 100,000. The first events of 1789 were only Masonry in
            action. All the revolutionaries of the Constituent Assembly were initiated into the third degree. We place in this class the Duc dOrlans, Valence, Syllery, Laclos,
            Siyes, Ption, Menou, Biron, Montesquieu, Fauchet, Condorcet, Lafayette, Mirabeau, Garat, Rabaud, Dubois-Cranc, Thibaud, Larochefoucauld, and others.

          

        


        Amongst these others were not only the Brissotins, who formed the nucleus of the Girondin party, but the men of the Terror  Marat, Robespierre, Danton, and
        Desmoulins.


        It was these fiercer elements, true disciples of the Illuminati, who were to sweep away the visionary Masons dreaming of equality and brotherhood. Following the precedent set by Weishaupt,
        classical pseudonyms were adopted by these leaders of the Jacobins, thus Chaumette was known as Anaxagoras, Clootz as Anacharsis, Danton as Horace, Lacroix as Publicola, and Ronsin as
        Scaevola ; again, after the manner of the Illuminati, the names of towns were changed and a revolutionary calendar was adopted. The red cap and loose hair affected by the Jacobins appear also
        to have been foreshadowed in the lodges of the Illuminati.


        Yet faithfully as the Terrorists carried out the plan of the Illuminati, it would seem that they themselves were not initiated into the innermost secrets of the conspiracy. Behind the
        Convention, behind the clubs, behind the Revolutionary Tribunal, there existed, says Lombard de Langres, that most secret convention [convention
        scrtissime] which directed everything after May 31, an occult and terrible power of which the other Convention became the slave and which was composed of the prime
        initiates of Illuminism. This power was above Robespierre and the committees of the government,  it was this occult power which appropriated to itself the treasures of the nation and
        distributed them to the brothers and friends who had helped on the great work.


        What was the aim of this occult power? Was it merely the plan of destruction that had originated in the brain of a Bavarian professor twenty years earlier, or was it something far older, a
        live and terrible force that had lain dormant through the centuries, that Weishaupt and his allies had not created but only loosed upon the world? The Reign of Terror, like the outbreak of
        Satanism in the Middle Ages, can be explained by no material causes  the orgy of hatred, lust, and cruelty directed not only against the rich but still more against the poor and
        defenceless, the destruction of science, art, and beauty, the desecration of the churches, the organized campaign against all that was noble, all that was sacred, all that humanity holds
        dear, what was this but Satanism?


        In desecrating the churches and stamping on the crucifixes the Jacobins had in fact followed the precise formula of black magic: For the purpose of infernal evocation  it is
        requisite  to profane the ceremonies of the religion to which one belongs and to trample its holiest symbols under foot. It was this that formed the prelude to the Great
        Terror, when, to those who lived through it, it seemed that France lay under the sway of the powers of darkness.


        So in the great shipwreck of civilization, as a contemporary has described it, the projects of the Cabalists, the Gnostics, and the secret societies which for nearly eighteen
        centuries had sapped the foundations of Christianity found their fulfilment. Do we not detect an echo of the Toledot Yeshu in the blasphemies of the Marquis de Sade concerning the
        Jewish slave and the adulterous woman, the courtesan of Galilee? And in the imprecations of Marats worshippers, Christ was a false prophet! a
        repetition of the secret doctrine attributed to the Templars: Jesus is not the true God; He is a false prophet; He was not crucified for the salvation of humanity, but for His own
        misdeeds? Are these resemblances accidental, or are they the outcome of a continuous plot against the Christian faith?


        We shall now see that not only the Illuminati but Weishaupt himself still continued to intrigue long after the French Revolution had ended.


        Directly the Reign of Terror was over, the masonic lodges, which during the Revolution had been replaced by the clubs, began to reopen, and by the beginning of the nineteenth century were
        in a more flourishing condition than ever before. It was the most brilliant epoch of Masonry, wrote the Freemason Bazot in his History of Freemasonry. Nearly 1,200 lodges
        existed in France under the Empire; generals, magistrates, artists, savants, and notabilities in every line were initiated into the Order. The most eminent of these was Prince
        Cambacrs, pro Grand Master of the Grand Orient.


        It is in the midst of this period that we find Weishaupt once more at work behind the scenes of Freemasonry. Thus in the remarkable Masonic correspondence published by M. Benjamin Fabre in
        his Eques a Capite Galeato  of which, as has already been pointed out, the authenticity is admitted by eminent British Freemasons  a letter is reproduced from
        Pyron, representative in Paris of the Grand Orient of Italy, to the Marquis de Chefdebien, dated September 9, 1808, in which it is stated that a member of the sect of Bav. has
        asked for information on a certain point of ritual.


        On December 29, 1808, Pyron writes again: By the words sect of B . I meant W .; and on December 3, 1809, puts the matter quite plainly:
        The other word remaining at the end of my pen refers enigmatically to Weis-pt. So, as M. Fabre points out:


        
          
            There is no longer any doubt that it is a question here of Weishaupt, and yet one observes that his name is not yet written in all its letters. It must be admitted
            here that Pyron took great precautions when it was a matter of Weishaupt! And one is led to ask what could be the extraordinary importance of the rle played at this moment in the
            Freemasonry of the First Empire by this Weishaupt, who was supposed to have been outside the Masonic movement since Illuminism was brought to trial in 1786!


            But the Marquis de Chefdebien entertained no illusions about Weishaupt, whose intrigues he had always opposed, and in a letter dated May 12, 1806, to the Freemason
            Roettiers, who had referred to the danger of isolated masonic lodges, he asks:


            
              
                In good faith, very reverend brother, is it in isolated lodges that the atrocious conspiracy of Philippe [the Duc dOrlans] and Robespierre was
                formed? Is it from isolated lodges that those prominent men came forth, who, assembled at the Htel de Ville, stirred up revolt, devastation, assassination? And is it not in the
                lodges bound together, co- and sub-ordinated, that the monster Weishaupt established his tests and had his horrible principles prepared?

              

            

          

        


        If, then, as M. Gustave Bord asserts, the Marquis de Chefdebien had himself belonged to the Illuminati before the Revolution, here is indeed Illuminist evidence in support
        of Barruel! Yet disillusioned as the Eques a Capite Galeato appears to have been with regard to Illuminism, he still retained his allegiance to Freemasonry. This would tend to
        prove that, however subversive the doctrines of the Grand Orient may have been  and indeed undoubtedly were  it was not Freemasonry itself but Illuminism which organized the
        movement of which the French Revolution was the first manifestation. As Monsignor Dillon has expressed it:


        
          
            Had Weishaupt not lived, Masonry might have ceased to be a power after the reaction consequent on the French Revolution. He gave it a form and character which caused
            it to outlive that reaction, to energize to the present day, and which will cause it to advance until its final conflict with Christianity must determine whether Christ or Satan shall
            reign on this earth to the end.

          

        


        If to the word Masonry we add Grand Orient  that is to say, the Masonry not of Great Britain, but of the Continent  we shall be still nearer to the
        truth.


        In the early part of the nineteenth century Illuminism was thus as much alive as ever. Joseph de Maistre, writing at this period, constantly refers to the danger it presents to Europe. Is
        it not also to Illuminism that a mysterious passage in a recent work of M. Lentre refers? In the course of conversation with the friends of the false Dauphin Hervagault, Monsignor de
        Savine is said to have made allusions in prudent and almost terrified terms to some international sect  a power superior to all others  which has arms and eyes
        everywhere and which governs Europe today.


        When in World Revolution I asserted that during the period that Napoleon held the reins of power the devastating fire of Illuminism was temporarily extinguished, I wrote
        without knowledge of some important documents which prove that Illuminism continued without break from the date of its foundation all through the period of the Empire. So far, then, from
        overstating the case by saying that Illuminism did not cease in 1786, I understated it by suggesting that it ceased even for this brief interval. The documents in which this evidence is to be
        found are referred to by Lombard de Langres, who, writing in 1820, observes that the Jacobins were invisible from the 18th Brumaire until 1813, and goes on to say:


        
          
            Here the sect disappears; we find to guide us during this period only uncertain notions, scattered fragments; the plots of Illuminism lie buried in the boxes of the
            Imperial police.

          

        


        But the contents of these boxes no longer lie buried; transported to the Archives Nationales, the documents in which the intrigues of Illuminism are laid bare have at last
        been given to the public. Here there can be no question of imaginative abbs, Scotch professors, or American divines conjuring up a bogey to alarm the world; these dry official reports
        prepared for the vigilant eye of the Emperor, never intended and never used for publication, relate calmly and dispassionately what the writers have themselves heard and observed concerning
        the danger that Illuminism presents to all forms of settled government.


        The author of the most detailed report is one Franois Charles de Berckheim, special commissioner of police at Mayence towards the end of the Empire, who as a Freemason is naturally
        not disposed to prejudice against secret societies. In October 1810 he writes, however, that his attention has been drawn to the Illuminati by a pamphlet which has just fallen into his hands,
        namely the Essai sur la Secte des Illumins, which, like many contemporaries, he attributes originally to Mirabeau. He then goes on to ask whether the sect still exists,
        and if so whether it is indeed an association of frightful scoundrels who aim, as Mirabeau assures us, at the overthrow of all law and all morality, at replacing virtue by crime in
        every act of human life. Further, he asks whether both sects of Illumins have now combined in one and what are their present projects. Conversations with other
        Freemasons further increase Berckheims anxiety on the subject; one of the best informed observes to him: I know a great deal, enough at any rate to be convinced that the
        Illumins have vowed the overthrow of monarchic governments and of all authority on the same basis.


        Berckheim thereupon sets out to make enquiries, with the result that he is able to state that the Illumins have initiates all over Europe, that they have spared no
        efforts to introduce their principles into the lodges, and to spread a doctrine subversive of all settled government  under the pretext of the regeneration of social morality
        and the amelioration of the lot and condition of men by means of laws founded on principles and sentiments unknown hitherto and contained only in the heads of the leaders.
        Illuminism, he declares, is becoming a great and formidable power, and I fear, in my conscience, that kings and peoples will have much to suffer from it unless foresight
        and prudence break its frightful mechanism [ses affreux restorts].


        Two years later, on January 16, 1813, Berckheim writes again to the Minister of Police:


        
          
            Monseigneur, they write to me from Heidelberg  that a great number of initiates into the mysteries of Illuminism are to be found there.


            These gentlemen wear as a sign of recognition a gold ring on the third finger of the left hand; on the back of this ring there is a little rose, in the middle of this
            rose is an almost imperceptible dint; by pressing this with the point of a pin one touches a spring, by this means the two gold circles are detached. On the inside of the first of these
            circles is the device: Be German as you ought to be; on the inside of the second of these circles are engraved the words Pro Patria.

          

        


        Subversive as the ideas of the Illuminati might be, they were therefore not subversive of German patriotism. We shall find this apparent paradox running all through the
        Illuminist movement to the present day.


        In 1814 Berckheim drew up his great report on the secret societies of Germany, which is of so much importance in throwing a light on the workings of the modern revolutionary movement, that
        extracts must be given here at length. His testimony gains greater weight from the vagueness he displays on the origins of Illuminism and the role it had played before the French Revolution;
        it is evident, therefore, that he had not taken his ideas from Robison or Barruel  to whom he never once refers  but from information gleaned on the spot in Germany. The opening
        paragraphs finally refute the fallacy concerning the extinction of the sect in 1786.


        
          
            The oldest and most dangerous association is that which is generally known under the denomination of the Illumins and of which the foundation
            goes back towards the middle of the last century.


            Bavaria was its cradle; it is said that it had for founders several chiefs of the Order of the Jesuits; but this opinion, advanced perhaps at random, is founded only on uncertain
            premises; in any case, in a short time it made rapid progress, and the Bavarian Government recognized the necessity of employing methods of repression against it and even of driving away
            several of the principal sectaries.


            But it could not eradicate the germ of the evil. The Illumins who remained in Bavaria, obliged to wrap themselves in darkness so as to escape the eye of
            authority, became only the more formidable: the rigorous measures of which they were the object, adorned by the title of persecution, gained them new proselytes, whilst the banished
            members went to carry the principles of the Association into other States.


            Thus in a few years Illuminism multiplied its hotbeds all through the south of Germany, and as a consequence in Saxony, in Prussia, in Sweden, and even in Russia.


            The reveries of the Pietists have long been confounded with those of the Illumins. This error may arise from the denomination of the sect, which at first suggests the idea of a
            purely religious fanaticism and of mystic forms which it was obliged to take at its birth in order to conceal its principles and projects; but the Association always had a political
            tendency. If it still retains some mystic traits, it is in order to support itself at need by the power of religious fanaticism, and we shall see in what follows how well it knows to turn
            this to account.


            The doctrine of Illuminism is subversive of every kind of monarchy; unlimited liberty, absolute levelling down, such is the fundamental dogma of the sect; to break the ties that bind
            the Sovereign to the citizen of a state, that is the object of all its efforts.


            No doubt some of the principal chiefs, amongst whom are numbered men distinguished for their fortune, their birth, and the dignities with which they are invested, are not the dupes of
            these demagogic dreams: they hope to find in the popular emotions they stir up the means of seizing the reigns of power, or at any rate of increasing their wealth and their credit; but
            the crowd of adepts believe in it religiously, and, in order to reach the goal shown to them, they maintain incessantly a hostile attitude towards sovereigns.


            Thus the Illumins hailed with enthusiasm the ideas that prevailed in France from 1789 to 1804. Perhaps they were not foreign to the intrigues which prepared the
            explosions of 1789 and the following years; but if they did not take an active part in these manoeuvres, it is at least beyond doubt that they openly applauded the systems which resulted
            from them; that the Republican armies when they penetrated into Germany found in these sectarians auxiliaries the more dangerous for the sovereigns of the invaded states in that they
            inspired no distrust, and we can say with assurance that more than one general of the Republic owed a part of its success to his understanding with the
            Illumins.


            It would be a mistake if one confounded Illuminism with Freemasonry. These two associations, in spite of the points of resemblance they may possess in the mystery with which they
            surround themselves, in the tests that precede initiation, and in other matters of form, are absolutely distinct and have no kind of connexion with each other. The lodges of the Scottish
            Rite number, it is true, a few Illumin amongst the Masons of the higher degrees, but these adepts are very careful not to be known as such to their brothers in
            Masonry or to manifest ideas that would betray their secret.

          

        


        Berckheim then goes on to describe the subtle methods by which the Illuminati now maintain their existence; learning wisdom from the events of 1786, their organization is
        carried on invisibly, so as to defy the eye of authority:


        
          
            It was thought for a long while that the association had a Grand Mastership, that is to say, a centre point from which radiated all the impulsions given to this great
            body, and this primary motive power was sought for successively in all the capitals of the North, in Paris and even in Rome. This error gave birth to another opinion no less fallacious:
            it was supposed that there existed in the principal towns lodges where initiations were made and which received directly the instructions emanating from the headquarters of the
            Society.


            If such had been the organization of Illuminism, it would not so long have escaped the investigations of which it was the object: these meetings, necessarily thronged and frequent,
            requiring besides, like masonic lodges, appropriate premises, would have aroused the attention of magistrates: it would not have been difficult to introduce false brothers, who, directed
            and protected by authority, would soon have penetrated the secrets of the sect.

          

        


        This is what I have gathered most definitely on the Association of the Illumins:


        
          
            First I would point out that by the word hotbeds [foyers] I did not mean to designate points of meeting for the adepts, places where they hold assemblies, but only
            localities where the Association counts a great number of partisans, who, whilst living isolated in appearance, exchange ideas, have an understanding with each other, and advance together
            towards the same goal.


            The Association had, it is true, assemblies at its birth where receptions [i.e. initiations] took place, but the dangers which resulted from these made them feel the necessity of
            abandoning them. It was settled that each initiated adept should have the right without the help of anyone else to initiate all those who,after the usual tests, seemed to him worthy.


            The catechism of the sect is composed of a very small number of articles which might even be reduced to this single principle:


            
              
                To arm the opinion of the peoples against sovereigns and to work by every method for the fall of monarchic governments in order to found in their place
                systems of absolute independence. Everything that can tend towards this object is in the spirit of the Association 

              

            


            Initiations are not accompanied, as in Masonry, by phantasmagoric trials,  but they are preceded by long moral tests which guarantee in the safest way the
            fidelity of the catechumen; oaths, a mixture of all that is most sacred in religion, threats and imprecations against traitors, nothing that can stagger the imagination is spared; but the
            only engagement into which the recipient enters is to propagate the principles with which he has been imbued, to maintain inviolable secrecy on all that pertains to the association, and
            to work with all his might to increase the number of proselytes.


            It will no doubt seem astonishing that there can be the least accord in the association, and that men bound together by no physical tie and who live at great
            distances from each other can communicate their ideas to each other, make plans of conduct, and give grounds of fear to Governments; but there exists an invisible chain which binds
            together all the scattered members of the association. Here are a few links:


            All the adepts living in the same town usually know each other, unless the population of the town or the number of the adepts is too considerable. In this last case
            they are divided into several groups, who are all in touch with each other by means of members of the association whom personal relations bind to two or several groups at a time.


            These groups are again subdivided into so many private coteries which the difference of rank, of fortune, of character, tastes, etc., may necessitate: they are always
            small, sometimes composed of five or six individuals, who meet frequently under various pretexts, sometimes at the house of one member, sometimes at that of another; literature, art,
            amusements of all kinds are the apparent object of these meetings, and it is nevertheless in these confabulations [conciliabules] that the adepts communicate their private
            views to each other, agree on methods, receive the directions that the intermediaries bring them, and communicate their own ideas to these same intermediaries, who then go on to propagate
            them in other coteries. It will be understood that there may be uniformity in the march of all these separated groups, and that one day may suffice to communicate the same impulse to all
            the quarters of a large town 


            These are the methods by which the Illumins, without any apparent organization, without settled leaders, agree together from the banks of the Rhine to those of
            the Neva, from the Baltic to the Dardanelles, and advance continually towards the same goal, without leaving any trace that might compromise the interests of the association or even bring
            suspicion on any of its members; the most active police would fail before such a combination 


            As the principal force of the Illumins lies in the power of opinions, they have set themselves out from the beginning to make proselytes amongst the men who
            through their profession exercise a direct influence on minds, such as littrateurs, savants, and above all professors. The latter in their chairs, the former in
            their writings, propagate the principles of the sect by disguising the poison that they circulate under a thousand different forms.


            These germs, often imperceptible to the eyes of the vulgar, are afterwards developed by the adepts of the Societies they frequent, and the most obscure wording is thus brought to the
            understanding of the least discerning. It is above all in the Universities that Illuminism has always found and always will find numerous recruits. Those professors who belong to the
            Association set out from the first to study the character of their pupils. If a student gives evidence of a vigorous mind, an ardent imagination, the sectaries at once get hold of him,
            they sound in his ears the words Despotism -Tyranny  Rights of the People, etc., etc. Before he can even attach any meaning to these words, as he advances in age, reading chosen
            for him, conversations skilfully arranged, develop the germs deposited in his youthful brain; soon his imagination ferments, history, traditions of fabulous times, all are made use of to
            carry his exaltation to the highest point, and before even he has been told of a secret Association, to contribute to the fall of a sovereign appears to his eyes the noblest and most
            meritorious act 


            At last, when he has been completely captivated, when several years of testing guarantee to the society inviolable secrecy and absolute devotion, it is made known to
            him that millions of individuals distributed in all the States of Europe share his sentiments and his hopes, that a secret link binds firmly all the scattered members of this immense
            family, and that the reforms he desires so ardently must sooner or later come about.


            This propaganda is rendered the easier by the existing associations of students who meet together for the study of literature, for fencing, gaming, or even mere debauchery. The
            Illumins insinuate themselves into all these circles and turn them into hot-beds for the propagation of their principles.


            Such, then, is the Associations continual mode of progression from its origins until the present moment; it is by conveying from childhood the germ of poison into the highest
            classes of society, in feeding the minds of students on ideas diametrically opposed to that order of things under which they have to live, in breaking the ties that bind them to
            sovereigns, that Illuminism has recruited the largest number of adepts, called by the state to which they were born to be the mainstays of the Throne and of a system which would ensure
            them honours and privileges.


            Amongst the proselytes of this last class there are some no doubt whom political events, the favour of the prince or other circumstances, detach from the Association; but the number of
            these deserters is necessarily very limited: and even then they dare not speak openly against their old associates, whether because they are in dread of private vengeances or whether
            because, knowing the real power of the sect, they want to keep paths of reconciliation open to themselves; often indeed they are so fettered by the pledges they have personally given that
            they find it necessary not only to consider the interests of the sect, but to serve it indirectly, although their new circumstances demand the contrary 

          

        


        Berckheim then proceeds to show that those writers on Illuminism were mistaken who declared that political assassinations were definitely commanded by the Order:


        
          
            There is more than exaggeration in this accusation; those who put it forward, more zealous in striking an effect than in seeking the truth, may have concluded, not
            without probability, that men who surrounded themselves with profound mystery, who propagated a doctrine absolutely subversive of any kind of monarchy, dreamt only of the assassination of
            sovereigns; but experience has shown (and all the documents derived from the least suspect sources confirm this) that the Illumins count a great deal more on the
            power of opinion than on assassination; the regicide committed on Gustavus III is perhaps the only crime of this kind that Illuminism has dared to attempt, if indeed it is really proved
            that this crime was its work; moreover, if assassination had been, as it is said, the fundamental point in its doctrine, might we not suppose that other regicides would have been
            attempted in Germany during the course of the French Revolution, especially when the Republican armies occupied the country?


            The sect would be much less formidable if this were its doctrine, on the one hand because it would inspire in most of the Illumins a feeling of horror which would
            triumph even over the fear
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