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			Sculpting Character

			Some people view life as a culmination of choices that you made leading to your current place in life. Others believe in destiny. Meaning, you were going to end up where you are in life regardless of your efforts. Nothing was going to change that. If most people look back on their life, they can likely pinpoint a moment that set them on a trajectory landing them in their current situation, for better or worse.

			I am convinced that we have two outcomes in life and God knows both. Our path and God’s path. If you are a Christian, then you are confronted with an important reality. You already acknowledge that you are nothing without God. This does not end with baptism. You need to continue this mindset into your prayer life. What is God’s calling for your life? If we are left to our own choices, we will choose wrong. The existence of sin proves this. 

			“Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Lean not into temptation”, (Proverbs 3:5) or “Worry about nothing pray about everything”, (Phil. 4:6). We are taught to use these verses to guide us through tough times. Countless people have come to realize that fully trusting in God and praying about everything can lead you in directions you never would have dreamed. 

			This is why many people refuse to pray for patience. In doing so God will give you the opportunity to work on patience. The truth of the matter is that spiritual obedience should lead to physical action. This is how Christians become important assets to God’s overall mission. Prayer enables God to present His will for your life. Without prayer and God’s influence we make messes of our lives through human choice. Again, we are nothing without God. Human choice creates a broken lifestyle that can last generations. I call this the cycle of brokenness. Generation after generation repeats the errors of their family until Christ intervenes.  

			I grew up in a unique family. As a child I viewed us as “normal”. With age I have learned a “normal” family does not exist. I was the youngest of three. My oldest brother was adopted at two months old. I always looked up to him and seemed to repeatedly forget he was adopted. It did not matter to me. He was my brother and taught me a lot about guitars and music, which was cool. My other brother, Justin, was diagnosed with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy at age 9. He was born with this but was undiagnosed for years due to a lack of knowledge about the insidious disease. When I was in junior high and high school, I helped take care of him quite a bit. I helped him exercise his muscles as much as possible. This prolonged his mobility and delayed his reliance on a wheelchair.

			We were best friends and virtually inseparable. Most weekends I stayed with him and hung out at his college. When he graduated, he was offered a good job and I would often drop him off at work then pick him up. He inspired me with his drive to make the most out of life and not throw a pity party for himself. I never heard him complain about having Muscular Dystrophy. When I asked him why God would give him this disease he said, “Why not me? Do you want to take it?”. 

			His health began failing about a year later. Due to the fact the heart is a muscle, the disease started to affect it. The scariest moment of my life was a phone call from him at work asking me to get him. He wasn’t feeling well. When I pulled up and loaded him in the van, he began having seizures.

			

			With no time to strap his wheelchair in, I sped to the hospital with one hand holding him and the chair in place while he was convulsing. From that point on he was in and out of the hospital. The night before he passed, I was distraught. He was brought home by ambulance to our house to pass away. We were told he had a couple weeks left. I was trying to joke around with him a bit as a poor effort to distract from the depressing elephant lingering in the room, but he was tired and just wanted to take a nap. 

			I decided to play a show that night with a band I was in. When I got home, he was asleep again. In the morning he was gone. To this day I feel guilty. I should have been with him and been by his side. Instead, I was playing music in a bar.

			I say all of this because it is the foundation that sculpted me into who I am today. It was from this point I started making different decisions with my life. We only have a short time on Earth. Our time can be used selfishly or to glorify God. Once character is cultivated and given back to the Lord, a foundation is established that can go beyond personal salvation and be transitioned towards kingdom building.

			After my brother passed away it was a weird feeling not being needed. I experienced a transfer from action into character at this point. Did I help Justin because I needed to, or because I wanted to? This was a defining character trait I learned about myself. I missed helping. I had a desire to give back.

			This desire to help is ultimately what led my wife Rae and I to adoption. It takes specific people to adopt children. Adopting a child requires dedication, sacrifice, and nerve. It requires a foundation that has cultivated a person who wants to help others and give back. What makes you want to give more and why? As of this writing, there are over 450,000 children in foster care within the United States and over 100,000 of those children are eligible for and waiting to be adopted. Does this number make you simply feel sad, or does it make you want to do something? (Sosiladmin, 2022)

			

			Biblical Reflection

			Faith in Action 

			James 2:20-22 - “You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did.”

			When reflecting on God’s call for our life we need to remove society and tradition from our thoughts. We need to look clearly at what the Bible says. It is not enough that our heart goes out to regrettable things that occur. What are Christians going to do about it?

			Abraham trusted God fully. To test Abraham’s loyalty and to show the character of the one true God, He asked for a pagan style sacrifice. Abraham followed God even in this path. God saw Abraham’s loyalty and showed him His true character. The true God we serve is the Creator of life, not destroyer. The God we serve is love.

			God has placed you in a position to build His kingdom. How is He calling you to do that? Are you stepping into the doors He is opening for you?

			

			Prayer

			Lord, give me guidance into the ministry you are calling me to. Show me your will for my life and help me develop the character I need to fulfill your mission and calling for my life.  -Amen

		

	
		
			Marriage and a Baby Carriage

			When people marry the inevitable conversation is discussed regarding how long to wait before trying for children. My conversation was different. Rae and I had always thought we should adopt. The transfer of this to prayer had not happened yet. When we got married, I was 22 and Rae was 19. We would have been young to have children as it was. We had just bought a house and were both in college working 2-4 jobs each. Once we settled into our chosen fields and started making some money we began to talk about kids. 

			The question of whether we should adopt first or try to have a biological child was discussed, but to be honest I’m not sure how much we prayed about God’s will. I just remember us deciding if we couldn’t get pregnant then we should adopt. Logical, right? After about 2 years we finally got pregnant. We were excited and giddy about having a baby. Our joy faded when the ultrasound showed our baby had stopped growing. I was devastated and Rae was a mess. I felt like a failure and was filled with guilt. I had led us in a significant life choice based off what society did and not prayer. We had felt a pull towards adoption and decided to try for a baby without praying through that feeling to see what God was trying to tell us. 

			The miscarriage did not happen naturally. After a month Rae needed
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