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एवं बहुविधां चिन्तां चिन्तयित्वा महाकपिः।
संश्रवे मधुरं वाक्यं वैदेह्या व्याजहार ह।। 
evaṃ bahuvidhāṃ cintāṃ cintayitvā mahākapiḥ
saṃśrave madhuraṃ vākyaṃ vaidehyā vyājahāra ha
“Having thus thought over the matter in many ways, that great monkey addressed these sweet words that were within the hearing of Sita.” (Valmiki Ramayana, Sundara Kand, 31.1)

Here Shri Hanuman is about to address Sita Devi, the distressed princess from the area known as Videha. Her father was the king of Videha, so she was known as Vaidehi, among many other endearing terms. To be known as the offspring of a great personality is an honor. The name Janaka itself elicits auspiciousness when heard by someone who knows the king’s qualities. Here Hanuman brings auspiciousness to Sita by preparing to speak sweet words about her dear husband, Shri Rama.

It’s the age old problem for the person with something to say. They have the message. They know how they will deliver it. They may even have skill in composition, in elucidating their innermost thoughts. The problem is finding others to hear. Who will want to listen? How will they receive the message? What is the best way to reach as many of the target audience as possible?

In devotional service, the desire is to spread the message far and wide. The difference, however, is that the helping hand of the Almighty takes care of the distribution. In times past the glories were spread by each person through their travels. Narada Muni is a son of Lord Brahma, the creator. Narada can travel anywhere; indeed he has to. From a curse put upon him Narada cannot stay anywhere for too long.

“A preacher is known as parivrajakacharya – an acharya, or teacher, who always travels for the benefit of human society. Prajapati Daksha cursed Narada Muni by saying that although he had the facility to travel all over the universe, he would never be able to stay in one place.” (Shrila Prabhupada, Shrimad Bhagavatam, 6.5.43 Purport)

Narada uses this curse to his advantage. It allows him to keep moving and chanting the glories of the Lord. God is one. One religion may say He is this and another may say He is that, but the personalities they are addressing are identical. One group may only know so much about Him. Another group may have a particular sentiment directed towards Him based on the good fortune they have received in their local sphere. Regardless the motive, the Divine is always one.

Narada chants that Almighty’s glories all the time. Narada addresses His personality of Narayana. This is also a Sanskrit word that means “the source of all men.” Narayana is also known as Vishnu, or “the all-pervading one.” Narayana is also Krishna, or “the all-attractive one.” Narayana is Rama as well, who is the source of all transcendental pleasure. Narada spreads the message of divine love through chanting the holy names. By travelling, he ensures that others can hear him.

But for the devoted soul, simply chanting to oneself is not enough. They think, “It would be better if others would also accept the task of spreading the glorious sound of the holy name. This way the benefits will spread more quickly and multiply.” To that end, Narada inspires countless souls to glorify God in their own way. He inspires Vyasadeva to compose the sacred Bhagavata Purana, which specifically focuses on bhakti-yoga, or devotional service, and describes the nectarean pastimes of the Supreme Lord in His form of Shri Krishna, the darling of Vraja.

Narada also inspires Valmiki with devotional service. Valmiki then writes the Ramayana, from which the words in the above quoted verse are taken. With others inspired in devotional service, the range of hearing increases. With the passage of time, the range of hearing further increases with the massive distribution of literature, either physical or now electronic. Through all these mechanisms the problem for the devoted soul is solved by the Supreme Lord Himself. With an earnest desire to speak His glories, Narayana ensures that there is a suitable audience. Even when no one is around, the sound of the holy name is so powerful that the neighboring trees get a benefit. There is the benefit to the worshiper also, so just by chanting to oneself, “Hare Krishna Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare,” there is at least one important person who hears the message.

Here Shri Hanuman prepares to speak sweet words about Rama. He will make sure that the words will be heard by Sita. Again, Rama ensures the success of the devotee. Hanuman’s desire is pure, and since he is such a wonderful soul, Rama provides to him the best audience in the world. Imagine if you were a recording artist who enjoyed playing live. Playing a concert will bring joy to you, for sure, but you get even more joy if the audience members like what you play. Now imagine if you could have an auditorium full of the people who would enjoy your music the most.

Hanuman had something similar with Sita, for no one takes more pleasure in hearing about Rama than her. And the servants of the same Sita and Rama take great pleasure in hearing about Hanuman. Therefore Valmiki composes the Ramayana’s “book of beauty.” The sacred words allow so many to come within audible range of the glorious activities of Shri Hanuman, the dedicated servant of the Supreme Lord who never fails in his most important tasks.

In Closing:

Thoughts in my head now to convey,
Mechanism decided, I know the way.
But how to find those willing to hear,
Above all else, this is my fear.
For the devoted soul, God Himself provides,
Gives audience, from within He guides.
Message of Rama to Sita was brought,
In her best audience Shri Hanuman got.
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राजा दशरथो नाम रथकुञ्जरवाजिमान्।
पुण्यशीलो महाकीर्तिरिक्ष्वाकूणां महायशाः।।
rājā daśaratho nāma rathakuñjaravājimān
puṇyaśīlo mahākīrtirikṣvākūṇāṃ mahāyaśāḥ
“There was a king named Dasharatha. He owned chariots, elephants and horses, and was of a pure nature, very famous, straightforward, and of great reputation.” (Hanuman, Valmiki Ramayana, Sundara Kand, 31.2)

To the person unfamiliar with the standing of the Supreme Personality of Godhead in scientific terms, a hurdle in getting that understanding is sight. The first question is often, “Can you show me God? If He exists, why can’t I see Him?” In this verse from the Ramayana, Shri Hanuman gives an answer to that question. He explains exactly to whom God appears. He provides the qualities of such a person in great detail.

Incarnations, expansions, demigods, Vishnu forms, tattvas, the soul, the Supersoul, the material nature, reincarnation – Vedic culture is filled with complex terms that are certainly overwhelming in the beginning to someone who has never heard of them. Slowing things down, taking a more deliberate approach, gives us the opportunity to see the bigger picture and thus more easily understand the separate puzzle pieces, which can actually fit together well, working harmoniously within the mind of the aspiring transcendentalist looking for the perfection of the human form of life.

यदा यदा हि धर्मस्य
ग्लानिर् भवति भारत
अभ्युत्थानम् अधर्मस्य
तदात्मानं सृजाम्य् अहम्
yadā yadā hi dharmasya
glānir bhavati bhārata
abhyutthānam adharmasya
tadātmānaṁ sṛjāmy aham
“Whenever and wherever there is a decline in religious practice, O descendant of Bharata, and a predominant rise of irreligion – at that time I descend Myself.” (Lord Krishna, Bhagavad-gita, 4.7)

In the Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krishna says that whenever and wherever there is a discrepancy in the practice of religion, and an accompanying rise of irreligion, at that time He descends Himself to the realm where there is the problem. This answers the question of when God appears and also what the conditions of society must be. The tricky part is knowing exactly what God looks like in those appearances. It is not that He changes. He is unchanging. He is also a singular personality. One appearance is identical to another. Simply the display of transcendental qualities varies with each appearance. That display fits the circumstances. It also meets the specific desires of the individuals most affected by that appearance.

The Ramayana describes the appearance of Krishna as Shri Ramachandra. Who is Ramachandra? He is the son of Dasharatha. And who is Dasharatha? Hanuman tells us. Dasharatha is a king who owned chariots, elephants and horses. This means that he was not a pauper among kings. To be a ruler means to have control. In order to have control you need a way to wield authority. You can’t have authority if you don’t have anything to use. I can be a high court judge, but if I’m missing a gavel, a robe, and a courtroom, I am a judge in name only. I can be the commissioner of a sports league, but if I have no way of getting the teams to listen to me, my title is meaningless.

Dasharatha is a real king. He could travel anywhere with his chariots. His name means “one who can combat chariots coming from the ten directions simultaneously.” One chariot attacks from the east. Another from the west, and two more from the north and the south. Then another four chariots come from the four corners. If that wasn’t enough, two more chariots attack from up and down. Dasharatha can defend against all of them. He uses his chariots, elephants and horses to defend.

And why does he defend? Because he is of a pure nature. He is also straightforward. This means that as a king he does not play favorites. He is not like the police officer who suddenly turns on the emergency lights because they aren’t patient enough to wait at a red light at an intersection. He is not like the judge who tries any which way to interpret the law so that their particular favored policy can become legal. He is not like the government ruler who sticks his henchmen on groups that he does not like. Dasharatha is pure; there are no faults in him.

Dasharatha is also very famous. When something happens to him, everyone hears about it. He has everything going for him as a king. When he reached old age, everyone knew that he didn’t have any sons. To this purest of kings, God appeared as Shri Ramachandra. Dasharatha did not demand to see God. He did not suddenly lose faith in righteous principles because he was lacking a son. He had done everything right. He protected all the people. He defended the innocent against the attacks of the wicked. He maintained three wives simultaneously, and still no son.

Krishna appeared to Dasharatha and delighted him with His transcendental form. Rama was like Dasharatha in qualities, and so there was naturally a bond of affection. Rama was Dasharatha’s life and soul. The rise of irreligion at the time did not have to do with the King of Ayodhya. It had to do with the King of Lanka, Ravana. Rama appeared to a pious man, and from there inherited the role of defender of the pious. Rama always has this role, but in this appearance on earth He gave the benediction of taking the torch from the wonderful father, the straightforward Dasharatha.

More than just doing away with Ravana and defending the pious sages who dwelt mostly in the forest, Rama increased the devotion of Dasharatha. The king did not have to know that Rama was God. The attachment was enough to give perfection in life. So the more important question is “how can I serve God?” This is more important than seeing Him. Here Shri Hanuman is serving. He has already seen Rama and accepted the order from Him to look for His missing wife Sita. These words are spoken to be heard by Sita, who is presently in distress in the Ashoka grove in Lanka. God appears to the most pure souls like Dasharatha, and He is served forever by the amazingly poetic like Hanuman.

In Closing:

How God to see,
When to appear before me?
From Bhagavad-gita learn,
How one His vision can earn.
Stock of Dasharatha’s qualities take,
How ideal king and father to make.
In such a king defending without any fear,
Beautiful Rama as beloved son to appear.
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राजर्षीणां गुणश्रेष्ठस्तपसा चर्षिभिः समः |
चक्र वर्ति कुले जातः पुरम् दर समो बले || 
rājarṣīṇāṃ guṇaśreṣṭhastapasā carṣibhiḥ samaḥ
cakra varti kule jātaḥ puram dara samo bale
“He had the best of qualities among saintly kings. In austerities he was equal to the great sages. Born in a family of great rulers, he was equal in strength to Indra.” (Hanuman, Valmiki Ramayana, Sundara Kand, 31.3)

It’s a rite of passage. Children get in trouble in school. They test the boundaries of authority. They have limited experience in the world, so they’re not exactly sure what happens if they break the rules. Will they really get into trouble? Will the people in charge really get angry? Therefore it is natural for children to get in trouble while growing up. Perhaps they skip a class during the school day. Perhaps they miss the entire day of school altogether; opting instead for fun.

The parent has a difficult task when dealing with the situation. The obvious choice is to punish. This is the wise choice.

“Dear son or daughter, what you did was wrong. You should know better. I can’t believe you would do something so foolish. Go to your room while we figure out the appropriate punishment for you.”

A mental conflict arises due to the fact that the parent likely did the same thing or worse when they were younger.

“You know, I skipped school more times than they did. Compared to me, they are a better student. They hardly get into trouble. Maybe I should go easy on them. They’re only growing up, after all. They’re going to make a lot of mistakes. How can I punish them when I know that they don’t know any better?”

This is actually not the wise choice, for even with the compassion of understanding the person in authority has a purpose to fulfill. The parent who carries out their duties faithfully, even while knowing the mindset of the children, is superior. They are wise in both directions, in knowing how the dependents behave and in how the person in the position of authority should behave.

Rajarshi is a similar type of person. This is a Sanskrit word that brings together two terms: raja and rishi. The raja is the king and the rishi is the saint. There is a gulf of difference between the two. The saint is typically nonviolent. They don’t make distinctions between friends and enemies. They have no allegiance to any nation. They keep affection for more than just their family members. Seeing the spiritual equality in all beings, the Brahman vision, they understand the inherent link they have to all creatures. They love the nature around them as well, knowing that God created everything.

The king is more limited in vision. This helps to carry out their duties. They have to consider some people to be enemies, for otherwise where would the impetus to defend come from? The enemy wants to take the property of the king. The king has to defend
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