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“Translation does not take place in a vacuum. Each translator is guided by a certain ideology or ideologies.” – (Togarasei 1971, pp1)



––––––––
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For centuries, Chivanhu has been an integral part of Zimbabwean culture and spirituality. It is a belief system that is deeply rooted in the traditions and practices of the Shona people. However, the dominance of Christianity and Bible-based teachings have made it increasingly difficult to practice Chivanhu freely and openly in Zimbabwe. The clash between these two belief systems has led to a lot of misunderstandings and misconceptions about Chivanhu.

One of the main reasons for this is the mistranslation of Chivanhu. The Shona language is complex, and the translation of concepts and ideas can be challenging. As a result, many Chivanhu practices have been misunderstood and misrepresented by Christian missionaries and scholars who have attempted to translate them into English. This has led to a lot of confusion and misunderstanding between Christianity and Chivanhu.

The mistranslation of Chivanhu has also led to the demonisation of certain practices and beliefs. For example, practices such as ancestral veneration and mabira (a type of spiritual communion with the ancestral saints) have been labeled as demonic and evil by Christian missionaries and scholars. This has created a negative perception of Chivanhu practices among Zimbabweans who have been influenced by Christianity.

Despite these challenges, Chivanhu continues to thrive in Zimbabwe. Many Zimbabweans still practice Chivanhu despite the dominance of Christianity. However, there is a need for greater understanding and respect between these two belief systems. It is important to recognise that Chivanhu is an integral part of Zimbabwean culture and spirituality and should be respected as such.

This book explores the difficulties of practicing Chivanhu in Zimbabwe and the impact of Christianity on this indigenous belief system. It seeks to promote greater understanding and respect between these two belief systems and to highlight the importance of preserving and promoting Chivanhu as an integral part of Zimbabwean culture and spirituality.
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"Chivanhu religion is a testament to the resilience and creativity of African peoples, and it serves as an inspiration to all who seek to uphold the dignity and worth of every human being." (Chakrabarti, "The Universal Significance of Chivanhu Religion," 2017)




It is not possible to discuss anything concerning Chivanhu without first discussing the concept of Mudzimu. The word “Mudzimu” has been badly translated to mean “ancestral spirit”. A better translation would be “ancestral saint”. Mudzimu do not refer to the spirits of every person to have lived and died as it is clearly understood, according to Chivanhu theology, that only those who lived saintly, holy, righteous lives were glorified by the power of Mwari (God) and His Holy Spirit (Mudzimu waMwari). 

It is through a life of intercession (kukumbirira) of behalf of the family and those in the community, moral excellence and good works that one’s reputation is established in the sacred spiritual office of a “Svikiro” (one who works with mudzimu). Again, the word “Svikiro” itself is badly translated to “spirit medium”. 

The Western understanding of what a spirit medium is too broad and general. It invokes images of random communications with random dead people and spirits. With Chivanhu however, what we are looking at is a bonafide African take on Monotheism (the idea that there is one God who created the Universe).

It is a religion which has remarkably similar concepts to Judaism specifically. For example, as I alluded to earlier, Chivanhu theology has within it the doctrine of one God. Within it the doctrine the doctrine of the Holy Spirit of God (Mudzimu waMwari). The God of Chivanhu has a personal name, “Mwari”, just the personal name of the God of Judaism is Yahweh (Jehovah is the German transliteration). 

Chivanhu venerates its ancestral saints much like Judaism does in acknowledging and even praying to the God of the ancestral saints Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. They also maintain their own ancestral tribes (the 12 tribes of Israel) as we maintain our own tribes (marudzi nemitupo ose eZimbabwe).

As in Judaism Mwari has a common adjectival title, “Musikavanhu” (the creator of humanity). In Judaism we see adjectival titles such as “Almighty” for example.

The fact is, when you translate properly the religion of Chivanhu it is as close to an African translation of Judaism, this reality itself is profoundly fascinating.

Chivanhu has concepts of good and evil, righteousness and wickedness. There are “good guys” (working with Mudzimu in service to God’s love for humanity) and “bad guys” (those working witchcraft and evil occult practices {kuromba}). Judaism, like Chivanhu extols righteousness and holy living. In Chivanhu, Mudzimu will depart from you if you are morally corrupt. 

The moral commandments of Chivanhu and Judaism are virtually identical. For instance, the famous “Ten Commandments” from the Bible are also commandments within Chivanhu for those practicing by the Spirit of God in righteousness and true holiness. 

Unfortunately, those who practice the occult, without the use of Mudzimu have used the general ignorance of the public and branded themselves as Chivanhu practitioners. These notorious individuals tend to find themselves in the news cycles more than the genuine practitioners of Chivanhu. As such the collective subconscious awareness of the general public associates Chivanhu with that which bizarre, immoral, backward and even evil.

For those who have had the endurance to pay close attention and look beneath the superficial surface of popular culture, there remains a divine reality and true connection with our beloved Mwari and this connection is mediated by the blessed work of Mudzimu. 

Can true divinity and genuine connection with God come from Africa? If you find yourself unable to answer “yes”, then you will find this book a tough pill to swallow. If you are able to see life and this world from a bird’s eye view, the obviousness of the truth is immediately clear to you. God has manifested Himself to different people, cultures and races across time and black Africans are not the exception to this and in Zimbabwe we have a profound, intelligent, dignified, holy expression of this. 

There remains some work for us to do in order to express boldly what is true and dismiss what is myth, superstition, lies and propaganda. If Chivanhu is to be rejected by some of the world let it be rejected on its own merits (or lack thereof). What is a crime against humanity is the rejection of Chivanhu due to a misrepresentation of what is actually happening within the
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