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Introduction
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Do you love frogs as much as we do? If so, you're in for a treat! In this book, you'll discover all sorts of amazing things about these cold-blooded creatures. 

From Poison Darts to Green frogs, you'll learn more than 100 amazing facts that will turn you into a frog expert in no time. So what are you waiting for? Let's get hopping and learn all about these amazing animals!
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Frog Facts
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Frogs have a unique ability to stay hydrated without needing to drink water. They can absorb water through their skin, which helps keep them moist and prevents them from drying out. This adaptation allows frogs to survive in environments where water is scarce and helps to explain why they are found in a wide range of habitats around the world. 

• • • 
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Frogs are tailless amphibians, meaning they are able to live both on land and in water.
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Red-eyed tree frog.
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Frogs are carnivores, and most of them have a simple diet of small insects such as earthworms and spiders. Larger species of frogs may also eat birds, mice, and snakes.

• • • 
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Frogs are skilled hunters using their long, sticky tongues to capture prey. Rather than actively searching for food, frogs often sit and wait for insects or other small animals to come within range. When an opportunity presents itself, the frog quickly extends its tongue and snatches up the prey in a single motion. This efficient hunting strategy allows frogs to conserve energy and maximize their chances of success.

• • • 
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There are three types of amphibians: Anura (frogs and toads), caudate (salamanders and newts), and caecilians (worm-like amphibians).

• • • 
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Frogs are capable of laying massive numbers of eggs at once. In fact, some species of frogs can lay up to 4,000 eggs in a single breeding season! This huge amount of eggs helps ensure that at least some eggs will survive and hatch into new frogs. It's just one of the many amazing adaptations that frogs have developed in order to thrive in their environments.
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A blue poison dart frog.
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Frogs have big round eardrums on the side of their heads, which are called tympanum. 
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Frogs are not able to see colors as humans do. Instead, they are color-blind and are only able to see in black and white. Despite this limitation, frogs are able to use their highly developed senses of sight, smell, and hearing to locate food, communicate with other frogs, and avoid predators.

• • • 
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Frogs are known for their distinctive eyes, which come in a wide range of shapes and sizes. Some species of frog have heart-shaped pupils, while others have square pupils or more traditional round pupils. These unique eye shapes help frogs to see in different ways and adapt to their environments. 
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Frogs range in size from 1 cm to 30 cm (0.39-11.8 in) in length.
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A brown frog.
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Frogs' eyes and noses are on top of their heads so that they can breathe and see when the rest of their body is underwater.

• • • 
[image: ]


Frogs are able to change the color of their skin depending on their environment. This ability allows them to better blend in with their surroundings, providing them with a form of camouflage that helps them avoid predators and find food more easily. 
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Frogs can live just as well in water and on land.

• • • 
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Like trees, frogs' bones develop rings as they age, meaning that scientists can determine their age.
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A common Chinese tree frog.
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Unfortunately, some species of frogs face threats to their survival due to habitat loss, pollution, and disease. These factors have put pressure on certain frog populations, making it difficult for them to thrive and reproduce. Because of this, some frog species are now considered endangered and are at risk of disappearing forever. It is important that we take action to protect and conserve these vulnerable species in order to ensure their survival.

• • • 
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Froglets — or young frogs — have tails, while adult frogs do not.

• • • 
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Darwin’s frog lives in the cool forest streams of South America. Female Darwin’s frogs lay eggs; then, the males look after them for about two weeks before carrying the developing young in their throats. When they are small froglets, they simply jump out and swim away.

• • • 
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Goliath frogs are on the endangered list. They are fast losing their habitat due to ranchers and farmers.
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A glass frog.

Hunters used to use the poison from Poison Dart frogs to put on the tips of their arrows.
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The North American Wood frog is one of the very few species that can live above the Arctic Circle.
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Most frogs can’t live in salt water. However, the Florida leopard frog can live in nearly completely salty water.

• • • 
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Most brightly colored frogs are colored this way to warn predators that they are poisonous.
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A European Common frog.
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Frogs are found on every continent except Antarctica.

• • • 
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Not all frogs’ feet are the same. The shape of their feet depends on the habitat they live in. Frogs that spend most of their time in water have webbed feet, while Tree frogs have sticky pads on their toes to help them climb more easily.

• • • 
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All frogs have four front digits and five back digits on their feet.
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A golden poison frog.
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Frogs are one of the most diverse groups of animals on our planet, with over 6,000 species. However, only 45 species can be found in Europe.

• • • 
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Some frogs can jump over 20 times their own body length.
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A green frog.
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Every frog species has its own unique call, some of which can be heard up to a mile away.

• • • 
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Some frogs, including the Southern Leopard frog, have developed clever stripes on their backs that confuse predators from above by making them look like they aren’t frogs. 

• • • 
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Asian tree frogs build their nests in trees above the water so that when their tadpoles hatch, they fall directly into the water.
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A green tree frog.
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In some species of frogs, it is only the male that sings. Most frog species have male and female calls.

• • • 
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Large frogs have deep voices, meaning their calls are low-frequency. It is the opposite for small frogs, which have loud, high-pitched chirps.

• • • 
[image: ]


Frogs sing for many reasons, including trying to attract a mate, marking their territory, because they know the weather is going to change (yes, really!), and when they are frightened or hurt.
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An Italian tree frog with an

inflamed vocal sac.
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What noise do frogs make in your country? Ribbit? Croak? Well, it’s different all around the world! For example, in Japan, it is ‘kerokero,’ and in Sweden, it’s ‘kvack’.

• • • 
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Scientists recently found a painkiller that is 200x as strong as morphine in a frog's skin.
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Frog eggs are also known as frog spawn.

• • • 
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Tadpoles consist of just a tail and gills.
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A lemur leaf frog.
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Very little is known about how long frogs live in the wild, which varies between species. Frogs can live in captivity for a very long time—between four and 15 years!

• • • 
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Do you know what a frog’s main enemy is? It is pollution! However, they also have many natural predators, including snakes, lizards, birds, and other small animals.

• • • 
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Some frogs will actually eat smaller frogs.

• • • 
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The golden dart frog is the most poisonous frog in the world. The skin of one frog can kill up to 1,000 people.
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A New England tree frog.

––––––––
[image: ]


Frogs completely shed their skin about once a week. The frog will generally eat its skin afterward.

• • • 
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When a frog swallows its prey, it blinks, which then pushes its eyeballs down on top of the mouth to help push the food down its throat.

• • • 
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The wood frog, which lives in North America, freezes in winter and returns to life when the weather is warmer.

• • • 
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The Glass frog has translucent skin, so you can see all of its internal organs. You can even see its stomach digesting food.
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An orange-thighed frog.
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The Coqui frog is one of the world’s loudest. Its voice can reach up to a hundred decibels — that’s as loud as a lawnmower.
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Most frogs have teeth. However, they are usually only in the upper jaw.
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The Goliath frog is the largest in the world. It lives in West Africa and can grow to the size of a newborn baby.
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The Waxy Monkey frog secretes a wax from its neck, which it rubs over itself with its legs. It uses that wax to prevent its skin from drying out in the sun.
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A Panamanian golden frog.
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The Indonesian forest frog is found in the rainforests of Borneo and Sumatra. It is known for its distinctive red eyes and ability to breathe through its skin. It has thin, permeable skin that allows it to absorb oxygen directly from the air and water, meaning it can spend lots of time underwater. 

• • • 
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Frogs come in a wide range of sizes, from the tiny Cuban treefrog, which can fit on the tip of your finger, to the giant Goliath frog, which can grow up to 32 cm (12.6 inches) in length.

• • • 
[image: ]


There is only one frog species that actually goes ‘ribbit’. Americans and many other people in the world believe that frogs say ‘ribbit’ because when early Hollywood films were made, they would record the sound of the nearest frog. The species that live in that area go ‘ribbit’!
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A phantasmal poison frog.
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To evade predators, some species of frogs, such as the barred leaf frog found in eastern Australia, have flashing colors on their legs and underparts. As they move, these bright colors momentarily distract and disorient potential attackers.
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The Chilean four-eyed frog has two markings that look like extra eyes on its back. In fact, they are poisonous glands that the frog will show to predators if it feels threatened.

• • • 
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Albino frogs are not uncommon. So if you see a ghostly-looking frog with red eyes, don’t worry, it’s not sick!
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A red-eyed tree frog.
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Did you know that frogs have a unique way of eating? When they capture their prey, they can push their eyes deep into their sockets to help push the food down their throats! This little-known trait allows frogs to consume their meals efficiently.

• • • 
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Some people believe that you can get warts from touching a frog or toad, but this is not true! 

• • • 
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Horned frogs have a flap of skin above each eye, making it look like they have spiky horns.
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The Catholic frog, which lives in Australia, was given its name because of the cross-like pattern on its back.
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The flat-headed frog, which also lives in Australia, protects itself in the dry climate by storing up lots of water in its body, so it appears to be very round and bloated. 
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A southern brown tree frog.
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The most common frogs found above the Arctic Circle are wood frogs. These species hibernate during the winter by burrowing beneath the ground to prevent themselves from freezing to death. The first thing they do when they wake up is to go

[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]




[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]




[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]




[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]




[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]




[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]


d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
THE AMAZING

e

ENNY KELL E!l;
g g






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image013.jpg





d2d_images/image010.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image016.jpg





d2d_images/image014.jpg





d2d_images/image018.jpg





d2d_images/image020.jpg





d2d_images/image001.jpg





d2d_images/image002.jpg





d2d_images/image024.jpg





d2d_images/image021.jpg





d2d_images/image005.jpg





d2d_images/image006.jpg





d2d_images/image003.jpg





d2d_images/image025.jpg





d2d_images/image004.jpg





d2d_images/image009.jpg





d2d_images/scene_break.png





d2d_images/image007.jpg





