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“We do whatever we enjoy
doing. Whether it happens to be judged good or evil is a matter for
others to decide.”

– Ian Brady, who, with aid
from girlfriend Myra Hindley, killed five children in Greater
Manchester, UK, from 1963-1964. At least four victims were sexually
assaulted.


Prologue

It was a case that shocked the nation.
On May 5, 1993, three little boys from West Memphis, Arkansas, went
out for a bike ride with a promise to their parents that they would
be home for dinner. Somewhere along the way, the kids were murdered
and thrown into a secluded, wooded area known to locals as Robin
Hood Hills.

Steve (Stevie) Branch, Christopher
Byers, and Michael Moore, all second-graders at West Memphis’
Weaver Elementary School, had been hogtied with their own
shoelaces, sexually mutilated, beaten, and left for
dead.

With pressure on their backs to find
the culprits, Arkansas authorities arrested three local “outcast”
teenagers, known around town for wearing black and listening to
heavy metal. At the time, Damien Echols, 18, Jason Baldwin, 16, and
Jessie Misskelley, 17, fit the description authorities were looking
for.






All three teens were convicted of the
murders and ordered to serve life in prison, except for Echols, who
was sentenced to death.

Yet, the majority of evidence was
circumstantial, dating back to Echols’ troubled childhood that
consisted of violence and psychiatric treatment. When juvenile
officer Jim Jones heard about the murders, he went directly to
Echols for questioning. Jones had no evidence to prove Echols was
involved, but he had heard his name frequently from fellow juvenile
officer Jerry Driver, who had run-ins in the past with the
teen.

Furthermore, no DNA from the suspects
was found on the children or anywhere around the crime scene. On
the other hand, mtDNA from a strand of hair that could possibly
belong to Terry Hobbs, Stevie Branch’s stepfather, was found in one
of the bindings used to tie up Michael Moore.

Some evidence, however, circumstantial
or not, simply can’t be ignored. A teen girl confessed that she
overheard Echols at a softball game in May 1993, describing how he
murdered three young boys. Furthermore, Misskelley confessed to the
murders not once, but several times on different occasions.
Misskelley’s defense attorney stated that his client was slow and
mentally incapacitated, and simply told the police what they wanted
to hear.

From day one, the teens professed
their innocence, and as their cases gained popularity, HBO
filmmakers Joe Berlinger and Bruce Sinofsky took an interest in
their story and decided to make several documentaries that
chronicled the events.

The first documentary, Paradise Lost:
The Child Murders at Robin Hood Hills, garnered so much attention
from the public that two additional films, Paradise Lost 2:
Revelations and Paradise Lost 3: Purgatory, were made. The films
resulted in worldwide support for all three guys. They became
coined as the West Memphis Three (WM3).

Celebrities such as Johnny Depp, Pearl
Jam front man Eddie Vedder, and The Dixie Chicks took a strong
interest in the case and fought to get the WM3 freed. Later on, Amy
Berg would make a documentary on the case called West of
Memphis.

Although there’s still a copious
amount of support for the guys, there are some people who believe
that the WM3 are indeed guilty, and that the films left out a lot
of vital evidence found in the case files. Regardless, in 2011,
after nearly 18 years of incarceration, the WM3 were
released.

Before officials would let them go,
all three men had to agree to take a deal known as the Alford Plea,
which mandates that the state of Arkansas admits to no wrongdoing
while allowing the WM3 to plead innocent, yet still remain guilty
on court files. This is something Baldwin wasn’t willing to take at
first, but after mulling over Echol’s death sentence, he accepted
the deal, because, as he put it, “[they’re] trying to kill
Damien.”

Hobbs had made a statement in court in
2009 that he had not seen his stepson Stevie at all that day. But a
neighbor clearly remembers him in the presence of all 3 victims
around 6:30 pm on the day that they were reported missing. The
neighbor was never questioned by the police, even though she only
lived a few houses away.

The neighbor stated that
all 3 of the boys rode through her yard on bicycles around 6:30 pm
on the evening that they came up missing. She said that she came
out of her house at 6:30 that evening to go to church. She stated
that she yelled at Christopher to go home. He responded with,
“I don’t have to do what you tell me to
do.” The neighbor also stated that she saw
Terry Hobbs coming down the sidewalk towards her house. She said
that he was calling for Stevie to come back down to their house. At
that time the neighbor said that she got into her vehicle with her
family and left for church. She also stated that all three of the
boys and Terry Hobbs were together when she drove past
them.

The one thing that makes this neighbor
a credible witness is the fact that the neighbor personally knew
Stevie and Terry. So there is no chance that she accidently
misidentified a stranger as Terry Hobbs like you would expect when
someone identifies a total stranger.

Unfortunately this is not the only
issue in the web that is called a court case regarding these three
children. As we weave our way through the maze of this case we will
point out evidence that was overlooked by the local police
investigators. And we will focus on statements from witnesses and
inconsistencies in stories and facts regarding this
case.

We will not go as far as to say that
any one single person is guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. But what
we will provide you are the real facts of this case. And all we ask
is that you take these facts and look at them with an open mind and
see if you can tell who “The Boogeyman of West Memphis”
is.

One of the biggest obstacles that law
enforcement had was the fact that this case was being tried in the
media. People were coming out of the woodwork screaming about the
occult and devil worshipping. Society focused so much on the devil
worshipping aspect of the case that the investigation was also
going into that direction.

People came forward with eyewitness
accounts of what they claim to have seen on that day. The bad part
was the fact that most of the leads sent to the West Memphis Police
were fabricated. The media made this case into a Salem style witch
hunt. They avoided the true facts of the case and focused solely on
the rumors and fabrications that could sell their papers or put
viewers in front of the TV during the 6 o’clock news.

Most supporters of the West Memphis
Three only have the knowledge of the case from what the media put
forth. They either don’t know about or just want to ignore any
evidence that pointed to the three teenagers arrested.

Outside of the fact that it is a known
fact that Damien Echols lied about his whereabouts on the day that
the three boys were murdered, and credible eye witnesses placed him
in the neighborhood of the killings on the day of the crime there
is also physical evidence that is so commonly overlooked by the
supporters of The West Memphis Three.

But before we go any further let me
take this time to say this. The purpose of this book is to show
“all” of the evidence of the case. Not to just point fingers at
certain people. I want to present to you the reader all of the
evidence that shows the possibility of guilt. And as you go further
into the story you will see some other suspects and the evidence
against them also. My goal is to give you the “truth” and not to
put any misleading spins on the information like the media does to
sell papers.

I will also like to say
that anything that we present here as fact was obtained from the
actual police and or court files on this case. There are so many
lies that have presented as fact in this case and I think that the
people who accept it are not educated enough to take the time to
check the statements that they read. If you read something in this
book that conflict with what you have been lead to believe then I advise you to search the information
to determine the truth.

The West Memphis
3
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The supporters of The West Memphis 3-
Damien Echols, Jessie Misskelley and Jason Baldwin claim that they
have suffered an injustice; victims of a prejudiced police
department and Arkansas legal system that discriminated against
them because they were kids who dressed in black and liked heavy
metal music.

Some supporters claim that the small
minded local community turned on the accused, false testimony and
confessions were gathered by the police and, with the recent
Satanic panic scare still in people's minds, prosecutors distorted
facts and unfairly used the boy’s lifestyle and demeanor against
them at their trial.

There is so much doubt in the minds of
many when the topic of The West Memphis 3 is concerned.

However, the question that we will
ponder is … Is it possible there was a genuine case against the
West Memphis 3, or was it all smoke and mirrors to get a conviction
against three innocent teenagers?

Could audiences of the one sided
documentaries and self-serving books, have rushed to their own
judgments without knowing all of the facts?

This possibility has been overlooked
by the one sided documentary Paradise Lost. From the original 1996
documentary, its sequels, several other films, books and the
advocacy of major Hollywood figures such as Johnny Depp and Peter
Jackson, a huge innocence campaign was spawned that eventually led
to the three men's release in 2011.

Although the three were never actually
exonerated of the crime, so great was the negative publicly
generated against the Arkansas justice system that an unusual and
little-used legal technicality was negotiated between the defense
team and the state and the three men were finally released after
serving 18 years of their sentences.

It is not hard to see why the ordeal
of the West Memphis 3 has had such strong impact on the public
consciousness. Over the years, the three men's case has continued
to echo by high-profile figures in the film and music world such as
Henry Rollins, the band Metallica, and director Peter Jackson, who
donated $10 million to their defense.

The story fixed in the public mind by
Paradise Lost and its sequels, of troubled teenagers persecuted
because they were different, is one millions of people around the
world can identify and sympathize with, not least those in the
creative industries.

The Anti-West Memphis 3 groups say
that what the world failed to do was look past the high profile
supporters and actually look at the evidence. They wanted the world
to believe that there was no evidence against these three. That it
was solely based on their music and lifestyles.

Nevertheless, that was all myth,
propaganda, and rumor spread by the pro-West Memphis 3 groups to
deter the world’s attention away from the facts of this
case.

However, with so much myth,
propaganda, and rumor spread since the three men’s arrest back in
1994, it is easy to forget exactly why they were convicted of
first-degree murder in the first place.

The films, books and the innocence
campaigners have done such a good job of editing out many of the
inconvenient facts and evidence that many are unaware that a solid
case exists against the men at all.

I am not here to determine
their guilt or innocence, as their guilt was determined
in 1994 when they were found guilty, then again
on August 19th, 2011 when rather than
showing their evidence of innocence they verified the jury’s
decision and plead guilty to the crimes.

The three men claimed their innocence
for years and claimed that they finally had new evidence to prove
it. Some believe that their reasoning to pleading guilty may never
be truly known.

My only goal is to present both sides
of the evidence. To consider each piece of evidence in the eyes of
the Anti and Pro West Memphis 3 groups.

When we come to a point in the case
that is important, we will ask ourselves “WHY” and try to come to a
common sense conclusion, if there is one.

In addition, we will ultimately ask
ourselves, “Could those original detectives and prosecutors, most
of who maintain the men are guilty, were right after
all?”

To understand the true
story of the West Memphis 3, we must travel back to May
5th,
1993, when this terrible nightmare begins.


Chapter One

May
5th,
1993

 



Police in the small
Arkansas city of West Memphis were first alerted that something was
wrong on the night of May 5th, 1993. The parents of three
local boys had reported their sons, 8-year-olds Steve Branch,
Michael Moore and Christopher Byers, missing. A small search was
conducted in the surrounding area but no trace of the children was
found.

Throughout the
investigation, numerous people came forward to report that they had
seen the boys on the day that they came up missing. The latest
sighting was at around 7 p.m. when a witness saw them
going toward Robin Hood woods.

Let us look at all of the reported
sightings that evening.

*** NOTE ***
All of these sightings are near the Robin Hood
woods where the bodies would later be found. Also, note that the
times that each witness gave could be off by a few minutes as they
are just guessing at the time.

The only exceptions
are Jamie Clark Ballard who was heading to
church at the time of the sighting and Chris Wahl as he just got
out of night school when he saw the boys. These two witnesses were
100% certain on the period of their sightings that Wednesday
evening when the three children would be reported
missing.

THE LAST POSITIVE
SIGHTINGS

The three boys had the following
clothes on when they left their homes. This information is
important so that we can validate each eyewitness accounts of their
sightings.

Steve
Branch had on blue jeans, white
t-shirt riding a black and red bicycle. 

Chris
Byers had on blue jeans, dark shoes,
and white long sleeve shirt riding a
skateboard. 

Michael
Moore had on blue pants, blue Boy
Scouts of America shirt, orange and blue Boy Scout hat riding light
green bicycle.

      #1

Left school 3:00
P.M.

 


The three boys went to school that
day, getting out at 2:45 p.m.  Steve and Michael owned
bicycles, Chris, a skateboard. 

The boy's homes are between three
quarters of a mile to a mile and a quarter southeast from where
their bodies were later found.  Each of the following
sightings took place in the boys’ neighborhood. 

Chris and Michael lived across the
street from each other. Steve's house was a quarter mile to
the south of the other two. 

First positive sightings of the three
boys 3:15 – 4:00 @ 1609 S. McAuley Street, Stevie Branch’s house.
Michael and Chris’ houses are noted on the map as “M C”.
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Michael Moore and Stevie
Approximately 3:15 to Approximately 3:20.



Statement of Pamela
Hobbs May 20th, 2009.

 


34. At approximately 3:15 p.m. on May 5, 1993, Michael Moore came
to the house on his bike and asked me if Stevie could go riding
bikes with him. I told Michael that Stevie couldn't go, that I had
to get ready for work. It was getting close to the time for me to
get ready for work because I had to be at the Catfish Island
Restaurant, where I worked, at 5:00 p.m. for my shift. At the time,
I was training to be the closing manager at Catfish Island. I was
also cooking the evening meal for my family before I went to work.
Stevie and Michael both kept begging me to let them play, so I told
Stevie it was okay for him to go. I told Stevie that if he wasn't
home by 4:30 p.m., I would ground him for two weeks. Stevie said
"Mama, I'll be home, I promise, at 4:30." Michael said, "My mom is
not home but she'll be home in five minutes, I promise you."° I
understood that they were going to go to Michael's house, which is
why Michael promised me his mother would be home in five minutes. I
believe Michael and Stevie left my house at approximately 3:20 or
3:25 p.m. 

 


Christopher Byers
Approximately 3:30 – 4:00


 35. Approximately ten minutes later,
around 3:30 or 3:35 p.m., Christopher Byers came to the house. He
asked for Stevie and Michael, and I told him I was surprised he
didn't run into them because they had just left. The television
show The Muppet Babies was on, and Christopher asked me
if he could watch The Muppet Babies with my daughter
Amanda, who was four at the time. I told him that would be fine. I
believe The Muppet Babies was over at 4:00 p.m.
When The Muppet Babies went off Christopher
left. 

Stevie and Michael
4-4:15pm

Gregory Quirt reports seeing Stevie
and Michael with a bunch of other boys. He says they told him they
were going "riding". Quirt described seeing three boys on two
bikes (unconfirmed as to whether the third boy on the bike was
Chris).


Terry Hobbs came home at approximately 4:30.

36. From 4:00 until 4:25
p.m. or so I worked on cooking dinner. I also dried my uniform in
the clothes dryer which was out in the carport. When I went to the
carport at 4:25 or 4:30 p.m. to get my uniform out of the dryer,
that is when Terry drove up, back from work. Terry came home very
close to 4:30 p.m. on May 5, 1993. 

Ryan Clark, brother of Chris
Byers, said he had been asked to meet his brother at their house
and let him into the house at about 3:00.  He said that he
arrived home at 3:38 and that he never saw him and then had to take
off for a court appointment at 4:00.  His stepfather, John
Mark Byers, took him to his court appointment. 

Ryan got back home at 6:00 to 6:30,
but by then Chris was missing. 

 


Therefore, we know from Pamela Hobbs’
statement that Chris was at her house from approximately 3:30 to
4:00. This explains why he was not home when Ryan was waiting for
him.

Stevie approximately
5:15pm

David Jacoby states that he saw Stevie
and two boys pass by outside of his home.

In 2013 news reports
started to come out that some of the family members of the boys
believed that David Jacoby was in fact one of the killers of the
three boys.

Chris, Michael, and Stevie
5:00-5:30pm

Robert Jeff Martins/Betty Lou Martins
- see three boys. (Later in September, they change their statement
to four boys, three on two bikes, and one walking).

They identified Chris, Michael, and
Stevie. The approximate distance from the Hobbs' house (near
Jacoby's house) and the Martins' house on 719 Wilson is half a
mile.

Christopher Byers
Approximately 5:30

John Mark Byers
gave the most detailed account of the events of
that afternoon.  He said he got home from a doctor’s
appointment at about 3:10 and waited to let Chris in the house
because he did not have a key. 

He waited with him until 4:00 then
took Ryan to the courthouse.  He stated he left the courthouse
about 5:00 to go to pick up his wife, Melissa, from her job in
Memphis, returning at 5:20. 

He said that he found the lawn chair
pushed up against the window and the window in the kitchen pushed
in slightly, but a microwave cart had blocked Chris from
entering.  

As he left to pick up Ryan
from court, he said he found Chris skateboarding in the middle of
the road about four or five houses south on
14th street.  He said he took him home, spanked him and told
him to clean up the carport as his punishment.  He then took
off to pick up Ryan.  When they returned home, Chris was
already gone. 

John, Melissa and Ryan Byers left
their home just after 6:30 p.m. to drive around the neighborhood in
order to find Chris. During the course of this search, Byers
informed a police officer of his son's disappearance.

Many people question why
he was so adamant to start searching for Christopher at 6:30, so
soon after Christopher left the house.

According to Byers, an officer told
him to wait until 8:00 p.m. before making an official report with
the police. This is common practice with young children that are
reported missing. In most instances, the child will eventually show
back up at home later in the evening. Byers then explained to the
officer that the reason he was so concerned was that Chris had
never disappeared like this before.

Christopher’s mother
Melissa Byers later contradicted this statement, during an
interview on May 25th, 1993, when she told police
that Christopher had disappeared on several other occasions for
hours at a time.

We do not know where the other two
boys are at this point. Some believe that at this point Christopher
had not yet met up with Michael and Stevie.

Michael, Stevie and
Chris

Approximately 6:15 -
6:20

According to a statement made by Mark
Byers, Michael Moore’s mother Dana had seen all three boys together
at approximately 6:15 - 6:20.

SO, DANA SAID, DANA THEN
TOLD ME, SHE SAID, WELL AROUND 6:15, 6:20, SHE SAID, I WAS WALKING
OUR DOG AROUND THE BLOCK. AND SHE SAID, I SAW MICHAEL RIDING HIS
BIKE. STEVIE WAS ON HIS BIKE AND CHRISTOPHER WAS ON THE BACK OF THE
BIKE WITH STEVIE.

The police later found the two
bicycles not far from where the bodies had been found. Mark also
states that Dana had found the skateboard that Christopher was
ridding.

Byers said that this was the first
time he had been aware that Chris was with Steven and
Michael.

AND DANA SAID, JUST ABOUT
HALFWAY DOWN THE STREET HERE, LOOKS LIKE CHRISTOPHER'S SKATEBOARD.
AND SURE ENOUGH, IT WAS HIS SKATEBOARD.

Some people believed that Michael and
Stevie met up with Chris somewhere in the neighborhood and together
the three returned to the area around Stevie’s house, as all three
boys are seen in the area of Stevie’s house.

When Dana seen Michael heading north
on 14th in the direction of Robin Hood Woods, she sent his ten year
old sister Dawn after him.  Although she did not find him, she
did say that she saw one white and two black males coming out of
the Robin Hood Woods. 

She stated that they were near the
Hydrant across the street and as she drove by one of them asked if
she wanted a shot. She felt that they were talking about
drugs. 

In the police’s door-to-door
interviews, over thirty sightings of the boys were reported that
afternoon.  Most of these were early in the afternoon. 
Some were later but noted in description were the comments "saw
them," or "saw some boys." 

Six people actually knew the boys and
identified them by name.  They tell an interesting and
consistent story.  All of the door-to-door interviews who
identified the boys by name are listed below. 

15-year-old
Ben Crafton, who lived at 707 Wilson Rd,
stated he saw Stevie and Michael on bikes around 6:00 pm going
toward Goodwin – He stated that Kim Williams was with them
but he did not mention Chris Byers.

On May
8th,
the police interviewed Kim Williams who personally knew the three
boys from school.

She said that she saw Michael and
Stevie (but not Chris Byers) go into the Robin Hood Woods between
5:30 and 6:00 pm.  She also stated that their bikes were left
along Goodwin.  She also said that she saw three older boys,
two black and one white, later come out of Robin Hood.  This
is in agreement with Dawn Moore's statement.

On a memo regarding her statement, the
police give alternative theories: 

"Unknown who Kim saw.  Has been
mentioned that during cult activity some members blacken their
faces.  Also note victims had black boys that they also played
with."  [Kim Williams, undated note]  

This would suggest that the police
considered the possibility that Kim Wilson and Dawn Moore saw the
defendants wearing black face and mistook them for being
black.  

Otto Allen Bailey III, and his father
stated they saw Michael and Stevie (but not Chris) as they left for
softball practice at about 6 pm. 

Otto Bailey, Jr. was described as a
suspect by a neighbor and Otto Bailey, Sr. was interviewed as a
suspect.  Lylia (Lila) Bailey, the grandmother of Otto Allen
Bailey III, also noted this sighting, although it is not clear
whether she was passing along secondhand information.
 

A possible discrepancy is that the
boys were seen wearing backpacks.  No backpacks were
discovered with the children or described as missing.

Twelve year
old, Bobby Posey, who lived at 1100 E. Barton,
stated that Chris Byers stopped by his house after his father
whipped him.  Chris stated he was running away from
home.  Bobby Posey also stated that Mark Byers appeared and
threatened to whip Chris again.  No follow-up statement was
ever taken from Posey. 

Many believe that this sighting was
prior to Mark Byres finding Chris in the road on his
skateboard.

Another eyewitness that had
conflicting statements was that of twenty-year old Bryan
Woody.

Bryan Woody
said that he saw the victims from his car as they
entered the southern set of woods from the end of 14th street
between 6:30 and 6:45 pm. 

His statements are significant for
several reasons.  Among those who testified at trial, his is
the last sighting of the children.  He also placed the
children heading in the general direction of where their bodies had
been found. 

During his statement, he also insisted
he saw a mysterious "fourth child." 

Bryan Woody actually gave three
statements to the police and testified at trial.  In one
statement, he said he just got off work from Radio World at
6:15. However, in another statement he said he just got
off work from Don's Super Shine at 6:30.  (The two
establishments are connected.)

He stated that he was heading home to
1823 Goodwin ". . .when I approached 14th Street on Goodwin, I saw
four kids go into Robin Hood [woods], you know, right there where
the road dead ends." 

He also stated that he was travelling
at 40 mph, and then later amends his statement to five miles faster
to 45 mph on a residential street.  He testified he saw these
kids for only about five seconds. 

"All of them had their backs to me, so
I couldn't identify what any of them looked like. I could not tell
the ages of the individuals I saw, they were just young."  He
said that one had spikey hair, like in a picture of Steve Branch
that he later saw. 

He said Steve Branch was carrying a
skateboard.  However, Mark Byers stated that Danna Moore found
Chris’ skateboard earlier that day.

From what his statement he would only
have been able to see the boys when he was crossing the
intersection of 14th and Goodwin.  Travelling at 40-45 mph, he
would have had to see these kids out of his driver's side window,
for a maximum of less than one second.

In addition, one second would only be
the maximum amount of time if he were speeding down Goodwin looking
out of his window.  "Right where the road dead ends" is
approximately forty yards from the middle of
Goodwin. 

He also said that he did not know
these boys at the time and that he only made the association with
Stevie Branch from his spikey hair and having seen his picture in
the paper. 

He gave his statement
several times to the police, once in an undated report, once on May
28th,
1993 and once on September 7th.  

Also on September
7th,
the police re-interviewed Betty Lou Martins and her son, Robert
Jeff Martins.  In partial support of Woody's statement, they
said they now remembered seeing four children, although in his
initial statement Robert said he saw three.

The Moyer-Clark
sighting

In September 2009, three
people — Deborah Moyer, Jamie Clark Ballard and Brandy Clark
Williams — gave affidavits claiming to have seen Terry Hobbs with
the three murder victims outside the Hobbs home at 6:30 p.m. on May
5th,
1993.

Jamie Clark was 13 at the time of the
murders; Brandy Clark was 11 or 12; Deborah Moyer is their mother.
They all lived at 1609 S. McAuley Street, four doors east of the
Hobbs house (1601 S. McAuley Street).

If true, this would make Moyer and the
Clark girls the last people to see the murdered boys alive. And if
true, this sighting would lend great credence to the case against
Terry Hobbs (stepfather of Steve Branch) as the real
killer.

Here’s what the three new witnesses
declared in 2009.

Jamie Clark
Ballard:

Approximately between 5:30
and 6:30 PM, I saw Stevie Branch, Michael Moore and Christopher
Byers playing in my backyard. […] The boys were just playing and
screwing around. Stevie was riding a bike. There was also a bayou
and a ditch in the backyard. […] Stevie, Michael and Christopher
were playing around the ditch. […]

At 6:30 PM on May 5, 1993,
which was a Wednesday, my sister and I went out the front door of
my house to go out to the car to meet the people who were picking
us up to take us to Wednesday night youth group. As I came out into
the front yard, I saw Stevie Branch, Michael Moore, and Christopher
Byers come racing between my house and the house next door that was
in the direction of the Hobbs’ house. […] While I was out in the
front yard in the evening of May 5, 1993, Terry Hobbs hollered at
Stevie, Michael and Christopher to get back down to the Hobbs‘
house.

Brandy Clark
Williams

On May 5, 1993, around
6:30 PM, my sister Jamie and I were leaving our house to meet the
youth group coordinators who were picking us up to drive us to our
church youth group meeting. As we were walking down the driveway, I
remember seeing Stevie Branch come out of our backyard, around the
side of our house, riding his bicycle. Christopher Byers and
Michael Moore were running behind Stevie, going in the same
direction. […] As we were getting in the youth group coordinators’
car, I remember seeing Stevie’s dad standing in the driveway of his
house, a few doors down, while Stevie’s little sister was riding a
three—wheeler in the driveway. Stevie’s dad then yelled to the boys
to “come back down” to his house, and the boys went in that
direction toward him.

Deborah Moyer

On May 5, 1993,
approximately between 5:30 and 6:30 PM, I looked out a window in
the back of my house and saw three little boys, including the blond
boy that lived down the street, playing in my backyard. I knew
these boys because I had seen them playing in my backyard before.
My backyard backs up to a bayou and there is a ditch that runs
along the bayou. […]

At approximately 6:30 PM
on May 5, 1993, when I saw that my daughters’ ride was out front, I
walked out the front door with Jamie and Brandy to see them off and
to say hello to the sponsors. I was going to then go around the
corner of the house and tell the boys not to play in the backyard.
As I walked out the front door, though, I saw the three boys who
had been playing in my backyard, including the blond one who lived
down the street, come through between my house and the house to the
left of mine (to the left if you were walking out my front door).
The blond one was on a bike and the other two were running behind
him. At this same time, as I was in front of my house seeing the
boys go by between the houses, I saw the man who lived down the
street with the blond boy, whom I believed to be the blond boy’s
father, yelling for the three boys to get down to his house. He was
walking up the sidewalk talking loud to the little blond boy and
telling all the boys to get down to his house.

There are obvious reasons to be
suspicious of the Ballard-Williams-Moyer affidavits. They waited
16+ years before telling anyone. Even then they didn’t contact law
enforcement, they contacted the defense, which had been running
local billboards offering a six-figure reward for new information.
Their memories are incredibly detailed for something that happened
at a specific date and time 16 years earlier.

Ballard and Moyer both address the
first issue in their affidavits. Why didn’t they share this
information with the police back in May 1993?

Jamie Clark Ballard: “Following the
murders, I was aware that there was a search in West Memphis for
the killer or killers. I also knew that the West Memphis Three were
convicted of the murders. However, I was not aware until very
recently that Terry Hobbs has repeatedly stated that he did not see
Stevie, Michael, or Christopher at all on the evening of May 5,
1993.”

Deborah Moyer: “I could never
understand why no police officer ever came to interview me or my
daughters. In fact, I never saw any police officers canvassing the
neighborhood interviewing folks about the murders. Of course, had I
known that I or my daughters had any information that was important
to the investigation of the murders I would have gone to the
police. However, I did not know that the fact that those little
boys were in my backyard around 6:30 PM on May 5, 1993 was
significant. I also did not know that the fact that I saw the
father of the blond boy calling the kids that night to come down to
his home was significant. If I had known that, or if I had known
that my daughters had any important information, I would have
contacted the West Memphis Police Department immediately and we
would have told them what we knew.”

These explanations stretch credulity.
A neighbor’s child was murdered; Jamie was close friends with
another victim’s brother; the children were last seen alive around
6:00-6:30 pm; the investigation, arrests and trials were headline
news for ten months — and it never once occurred to them that their
information was relevant?

Maybe Moyer never saw police in the
neighborhood, but they were definitely there. Mr & Mrs Milton
Morgan (1605 S. McAuley Street) lived in between the Moyer-Clark
house and the Hobbs house. WMPD detective Stan
Burch interviewed the Morgans and the Hobbs on May 12
about a young man named Bobby DeAngelo. That line of investigation
led to the Morgan’s son Christopher becoming a top
suspect. Even if police never knocked on their door, Moyer and the
Clark girls could have contacted police on their own. Hundreds of
other people did.

The biggest problem with the
Ballard-Williams-Moyer affidavits is that they contradict so many
eyewitness reports from 1993.

Many people believe that
Terry Hobbs was the killer of these three little boys. Even though
Terry Hobbs denies seeing the boys, this eyewitness places Terry
Hobbs with Stevie as well as the other two boys on the evening of
his disappearance.

Now, this was not just
someone who had seen the story in passing and did not personally
know the family. The West Memphis 3 supporters say that this
neighbor knew the family personally. Therefore, the chance of
mistaken identity is impossible.

While the non-supporters
point out a very interesting fact about this sighting that is often
overlooked.

But there’s no possible way
to make the Moyer-Clark sighting of the three boys in their
driveway at 6:30 PM jibe with Bryan Woody’s sighting of the three
boys at Goodwin & N. 14th at 6:30-6:45 PM. If Ballard, Williams
and Moyer recollect that evening correctly and honestly, then Bryan
Woody was lying back in 1993. If Bryan Woody was telling the truth
on May 6th, 1993, then Ballard, Williams and Moyer are
lying.

So the question really
boils down to: Which witness is more believable? The guy who told
the missing child’s parent and the police what he saw on May
6th,
before the bodies were discovered? Or the people who waited 16
years to talk?

Later in the investigation, people
would question the reason as to why Terry decided not to inform the
police that he was with the boys around 6:30 that day.
 

Nineteen year-old
Chris Wahl, who
lived near Bobby Posey at
1114 E. Barton, stated he saw Chris Byers at
about 7:00 pm at E. Barton and McAuley with a blond and a bike
with red spray paint heading towards Robin Hood. 

Chris Wahl was sure on his
timeframe because he had just got out of night school at that time
and saw the boys after class let out. The boys were going toward
Robin Hood woods. He reported that it was beginning to get
dark. 

In a later statement, he said, "@ 7 I
saw the Byers kid and the kid who lives across the street on the
street near his brother's house going towards Robin
Hood." 

He said that both were on
bicycles.  Chris Wahl's brother lived on W. McAuley. 
West McAuley intersected E. Barton not far from Chris Wahl's house.
 Chris Wahl knew Chris Byers.  He was also named as a
potential suspect and in turn, he named Mark Byers as a potential
suspect. He was polygraphed about
involvement and did not indicate deception to questions asking if
he was involved.

What we do know is that these last two
sightings at 6:30 and 7:00 are definite as far as their timeframes.
One was going to church and the other was going home from
school.

The police also three-eyewitness
reports that did not match up to the evidence that was present at
the crime scene.

42-year-old
Narlene Hollingsworth appears multiple times in this case.  Her nephew
was a suspect.  She placed one of the convicted (along with
Narlene's niece) near the scene of the crime.  She also gave
an alibi to another of the convicted (which she
recanted).   She stated she saw the children on East
Barton near the school.  She said this was at 4:30 in one
statement, and then it was 5:30 at trial. 

She said she was driving in the
children's neighborhood, leaving off her nephew, LG Hollingsworth
(also a suspect), when she saw the three children on
bicycles.  She said she almost hit one of the children as he
rode out into the street.  She was later called as a witness
in the Echols/Baldwin trial.  Her primary testimony was not
regarding the timeline for the disappearance of the boys;
nevertheless, she was questioned about her encounter with them that
afternoon.

She said the kids were all on bikes;
they had only two.  She said she is certain one of them was
wearing shorts and believes the other two were.  None was
wearing shorts.  Significantly, she did not mention one was in
a boy scouts uniform, something that would probably be
memorable. 

She remembered well the dark haired
child who she described as being heavier set than the other
two.  In reality, the heaviest child was blond.  Perhaps
it is telling that she says she stopped her car and told the
children they ought to be at home even though it was only
mid-afternoon. 

However, she did describe the bikes
correctly, saying one had some black in it and the other was light
green.

At trial, she said other family
members were in her car at this time.  Yet, no other family
members mentioned this incident in their statements or
testimony.   

Narlene did testify in court to this
and other matters, and her credibility was a very important key to
the prosecution's
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