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Preface

Suicide is one of the worst tragedies for many societies and cultures. A loved one is gone, and the questions remain, “Why?”

“What led them to do this?”

“Could I have done something to prevent it?”

The feelings are more intense in those who have a big love for the victims, like parents, sons, brothers and sisters, and friends. The person carries the innermost unbearable and irremediable pain. Their lives will never be the same; it does not matter what happens.

Even though the pain will never go away, each person desires some answer to try to understand what happened.
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If you have already gone to a police station in a big city in Brazil, you know how boring is. You see too many people on their desks, using their computers. Telephones ring the whole time, and nobody answers. So far, everything is working as usual. In Brazil, most of the public services work like that. But when you are there, you feel that nobody wants to give you attention.

Francis is facing this situation. He is a middle-aged black man with light brown skin and short grey hair.

He was waiting for the attendance of one detective. He was sitting for more than thirty minutes.

He already saw people getting in and getting out. Many police officers entered the room, and none of them asked what he wanted.

The commissioner arrived at the police station. He was a middle-aged white man with fair skin, tall, average weight, and his ear-length hair had some white strands.

Francis recognized him and got up. He had an average height and weight. Francis said, “Commissioner Gerald!”

Gerald looked at Francis and thought, “Oh my God! This man is here another time.”

He replied, “Are you Francis?”

“Yes. I’m. Do you remember me?”

“Yes. I do. What are you doing here?”

“Two weeks ago, I came here, and the detective in charge of my daughter’s case said he would call me, but he didn’t call.”

“All right. I’m sure there’s a reason he didn’t call you. Maybe he’s in another case. You know we are few people, and there are many cases.”

“Yes, I know about the difficulties the police officers face every day. But homicide is a case that deserves attention.”

Gerald sighed and said, “Francis. I know it’s hard to believe. But there’s no piece of evidence of a homicide. Everything indicates that it was a suicide. The detective has already said it to you.”

Francis said firmly, looking into his blue eyes, “But commissioner, I’m sure my daughter didn’t commit suicide!”

Gerald got discouraged because he had already had the same conversation with Francis. He said calmly, looking into these determined light brown eyes, “Francis. I’m a father like you. And I know that my children don’t tell me everything they do. They have their secrets. Your daughter also had her secrets.”

Francis said seriously, “The commissioner is right. She had her secrets. But she would never take her own life.”

Gerald knew there was no use arguing with Francis. He said, “All right. I understand your point of view. Let’s talk to the detective in charge to know the news about the case.”

Francis followed Gerald, and they went to the desk of a middle-aged black man with brown skin and black buzz-cut hair. He was using the computer to see personal subjects and closed everything when he saw Francis and Gerald.

Gerald said, “Detective Paul. I think you have already met Francis.”

“Commissioner Gerald. Yes, I met him. He’s involved in a suicide case.”

“My daughter didn’t suicide. I’ve already said.” He said firmly.

Gerald said, “Paul, I think he deserves updated information about the case. Could you help him?”

Paul gave a false smile and said, “Of course!”

Gerald said, “Francis, please sit down. The detective Paul will check the information for you.”

Francis sat in a chair in front of Paul, and Gerald went away.

Paul accessed the police system and said, “Francis, say the full name of your daughter Samantha.”

“Samantha Oliveira Silva.”

He typed the name and said, “Okay. The system is searching for information.”

All information about the case was shown on the screen, “Name: Samantha Oliveira Silva – Deceased. Birthdate: 14/07/1995. Date of death: 10/02/2022. Cause of death: Suicide by hanging. Investigation state: Concluded. Final consideration: The victim was found hanging in the garage of her house. There were no witnesses at the moment of the crime. The first person to see the body was the father, Francis Oliveira Silva. He freed the body, trying to help her. The death was confirmed by the medical team. The victim was dead when the father found her. The coroner did not find any signal of homicide.”

There was no new information. Paul said, “I’ll check with another detective. One moment, please.”

Paul got up and went to the bathroom. He washed his face, looked in the mirror, saw his dark brown eyes and thought, “This man doesn’t accept the
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