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 Chapter 1

O Say Can You See
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2014 was the
200th anniversary of our nation’s national anthem. So this is a
great year to research and write about our national
anthem. In addition, as a
native Marylander, it makes me proud to know what an important role
the state of Maryland played in our national history.

“Maryland saved
the nation in 1814 at the Battle of Baltimore, and this year
Maryland will lead the nation in celebrating the bicentennial of
the writing of the national anthem. The War of 1812 and the
Star-Spangled Banner were pivotal in shaping our national identity
and thread the tapestry of liberty for our nation,” said the
governor of Maryland.

The state of Maryland
led quite a celebration. Events featured re-enactments, fireworks,
parades, and a maritime festival. I loved when 7,000 students from
every county in Maryland joined together to make a living, 15-star,
15-stripe flag.

Recently, Baltimore
experienced a battle of a different kind. Some parts of Baltimore
were damaged. The people of Baltimore have come together to rebuild
their beautiful city. A portion of the proceeds from this book will
go to the Baltimore Community Foundation’s Fund for Rebuilding
Baltimore.

I visited the
Smithsonian National Museum of American History, the Maryland
Historical Society and Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic
Shrine to prepare for this book. There are also lots of books and
websites dedicated to that Star-Spangled Banner and the national
anthem. However, I wanted to see these artifacts myself. What I
learned and saw was very inspiring.


 Chapter 2

Whose Broad Stripes and Bright Stars
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According to a
popular legend, the very first American flag was made by Betsy
Ross, a Philadelphia seamstress. She was acquainted with George
Washington, leader of the Continental Army, and other
Philadelphians. The colors of the flag mean a lot to our country.
White stands for purity and innocence. Red stands for hardiness and
valor. Blue, the color of the Chief, stands for vigilance,
perseverance, and justice.

Who made the flag for
Fort McHenry? Some people think it was one woman, Mary Young
Pickersgill, a local flag maker who was a widow. Actually, it was
really Mary, her daughter, her two nieces, and an indentured
African-American servant. Their names were Caroline, Eliza and
Margaret Young, and Grace Wisher.

Lieutenant Colonel
George Armistead was the commander of Fort McHenry. In 1813, he
commissioned Mary Pickersgill to make the flag that would become
“The Star-Spangled Banner.” According to Elaine Landau, he said,
“It is my desire to have a flag so large that the British will have
no difficulty seeing it from a distance.”

Pickersgill actually
sent two flags to Fort McHenry: the huge flag and a smaller one
they could use during stormy weather. Mary and her helpers were
paid $405.90 for the two flags. Back then that was like $5,000—more
than most people in Baltimore would earn in a year! It took the
group six weeks to finish making the flags.
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The huge,
thirty-by-forty-two-foot flag was too big for the small rooms of
Mary’s house. So she moved her work across the street to Claggett’s
Brewery. At the brewery, they put the pieces of the flag together
and placed fifteen cotton stars on the blue cotton. Today we have
fifty stars on our flag. Each star represents one of the fifty
states. Back then we only had fifteen stars on the flag because we
didn’t have as many states.

The Armistead family
owned the flag. The flag was thirty by forty-two feet in the summer
of 1813. However, the Armistead family gave snippets of the flag
away as souvenirs and gifts over the years. In fact, one of the
fifteen stars was cut out and given away in the 1800s. Where that
star is now, no one knows.

The flag was in the
hands of the Armistead family until it was given to the Smithsonian
Institute in 1907. By the time the museum got the flag, it was
missing a star and was eight feet shorter because of the Armistead
family’s generous snippet gifts. The flag is now at the National
Museum of American History.


Chapter
3

The Rocket’s Red Glare
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Most Americans know
of the Revolutionary War. It began in 1775 as the American colonies
went to war with Great Britain to gain their freedom. The peace
treaty was finally signed in 1783 and the United States of America
was born. The War of 1812 is not as famous as the Revolutionary
War.

Still, many remember
the War of 1812 as the “second war of independence.” It ushered in
a new sense of national unity and pride. It brought several
generals to the forefront including Andrew Jackson, Winfield Scott
and Jacob Brown. No less than four men rose to prominence and
ultimately to the presidency: Andrew Jackson, John Quincy Adams,
James Munroe and William Henry Harrison.

George Washington,
the first US president, warned Americans about getting into other
nations’ disagreements. However, when Great Britain went to war
against France and their new leader, Napoleon, the British and the
French made it very difficult to stay out of the conflict.
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Young America enjoyed
trade with both countries. Wanting to cut off supplies en route to
the enemy, each side tried to block the US from trading with the
other. So, Great Britain forced ships that traded with France to
pay fees. France ordered all ships not to stop at any British
ports. So America was in an awful position. In addition to this,
Great Britain began an unfair practice called impressment in which
the British would capture US ships and force American sailors to
work on the British ships. In 1807, US President Thomas Jefferson
supported the Embargo Act which stopped trade between the United
States and other countries.

However, this really
hurt American businesses. This continued until 1810 when Congress
ended the Embargo Act. However, the United States decided to choose
between the two countries, Great Britain and France. Because
Napoleon pretended he would cooperate, the United States chose to
deal with France and not with Great Britain. Ultimately, war seemed
like the only option to the new US president, James Madison. On
June 18, 1812, the US Congress declared war on Great Britain.
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At that time, Great
Britain was a far more powerful nation with the greatest navy in
the world. The United States had very little money, a small army, a
small navy, and only a few trained officers. To make matters worse,
New England, the richest section of the United States, refused to
help and didn’t send any money or soldiers.

Great Britain’s
forces were divided between the US war and the ongoing war with
France. As the war went on, both Great Britain and the United
States won some battles and lost others. In 1814, the British
invaded Washington DC and set fire to the Capitol, the White House,
the Treasury Building, and the Library of Congress. Then the troops
headed to Baltimore.
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US General Samuel
Smith led citizens to pull together and dig trenches for cannon
guns. He also told ship owners to sink their ships in the Baltimore
harbor. The British ships were not able to enter the port of
Baltimore because it was blocked by the sunken ships.

Fort McHenry
guarded the Baltimore harbor. A giant American flag few above the
five-sided fort. When the British arrived, an American truce ship
was in the harbor. That ship was where talks with the British took
place. An American lawyer, Francis Scott Key, was on that ship. As
he was a prominent attorney, US officials had asked Key to secure
the release of physician, Dr. William Beanes, who had been taken
prisoner by the British.
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British ships,
unable to enter the harbor, fired on the fort for twenty-five
hours. US soldiers fought back. Key watched the whole battle from
the truce ship.
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