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	    About the Author

        
            Andrew was born in London England and moved to Los Angeles in 1979. In 1991 Andrew started a music educational publishing company A.D.G. Productions which has now published over 150 music instructional books with Andrew authoring over 80 books for piano/keyboards, woodwinds, guitar/bass, including such titles as "100 Ultimate Blues Riffs", "100 Ultimate Jazz Riffs", "Funky Organ Grooves", "Outta Sight Funk & R&B Riffs" "The Blues Scale" that are sold to and used by teachers and students throughout the world.

Andrew is an exceptional all round experienced keyboard player, composer as well as a guitarist, and his experience has enabled him to compose, produce and arrange music for many artists, TV Shows, film, theater, commercials including TV shows such as General Hospital and Oceanquest. He has worked with such notable artists as Gary Wright, Johnny Guitar Watson, Edwin Starr, Mike Pinera. His band The Super Groovers has received worldwide airplay on many jazz radio stations. Andrew is equally adept at playing and teaching in many styles including, Pop, Rock, Blues, Jazz, Funk & R&B, Gospel, Country.
Andrew plays in an instrumental jazz group called "The Super Groovers" where he co-writes all the music with saxophonist Frank Villafranca blending musical styles such as : Jazz, Blues, Funk, Latin, African, New Age, Gospel, Rock. They have released two albums Supergroovin' and Mainline Connection to critical acclaim available from various internet music retailers.

Andrew began his musical training at the age of 7, studying classical piano for 12 years. He has studied Synthesizer Programming at UCLA and was
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“The Blues Scale" series by Andrew D. Gordon is a comprehensive
collection of educational books that explores the intricacies, techniques, and
applications of the blues scale in contemporary music. Designed for
musicians of all levels, this series serves as an indispensable resource for
guitarists, pianists, woodwind and brass players and other instrumentalists
Tooking to delve into the expressive and soulful world of blues music.
Andrew D. Gordon, an accomplished musician and renowned educator,
combines his vast knowledge and experience to provide a step-by-step guide
for mastering the blues scale. Each book in the series offers a well-structured
curriculum, ~ progressing  from fundamental ~ concepts o _advanced
improvisation techniques, ensuring a thorough understanding of the blues
scale's potential.

‘The books cover various styles within the blues genre, including traditional
blues, jazz, funk, new age, pop, rock, gospel, ete. enabling musicians to
expand their repertoire and adapt their skills to different musical contexts.
"The Blues Scale” series not only equips musicians with the technical
aspects of playing the blues but also emphasizes the importance of creativity
and personal expression. Gordon encourages  readers 1o develop their
improvisational skills, providing tools and strategies to create unique solos
and express their musical personality within the framework of the blues.
Whether you are a beginner secking to explore the foundations of the blu
scale or an advanced player looking to refine your improvisational abilities,
"The Blues Scale" series by Andrew D. Gordon offers a comprehensive and
accessible approach to learning and mastering the blues. With its clear
instruction, engaging exercises, and practical examples, this series is an
invaluable resource for musicians passionate about incorporating the soulful
and timeless sounds of the blues into their playing.

Finduson
http:/ /www facebook.com/adgproductions
Published by isbn 9781958017385
AD.G. Productions

15517 Cordary Ave., Lawndale CA 90260
http://www.adgproductions.com
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Introduction: Notes by the Author

Thank you for buying this book, one of the many books | have authored on music nstruction. | am very
grateful that 1 am able to help music students/musicans develop their musial ablfes through these
books.

“This partcular book about the Blues scale i, | feel, one of my most important books because of the
nature of the blues scale and how it s used to improvise in many styles of contemporary music such as:
Pop, Rock, Blues, Jazz, Funk, R, Latin, Gospel, New Age, Regaae, Calypso.

Each of the 20 grooves in this book contains over 150 pattens In total, using otes solely from the
blues scale. Each of the 20 grooves utlizes a chord progression that is commonly used for that tyle of
music. The patterns generall start off farly simply and become more complex 35 the groove
progresses.

The book i accompanied by audio mp3 files containing recordings of all the biues patterns that are
notated in the book recorded along with a rhythm section of piano, organ, guitar, bass and drums
followed by ust the thyth section only 5o that you can practice along. Also included are extended 2-3
minute play-a-long mp3 files of all 20 grooves enabling you to practice playing the blues patterns or
creating your own for an extended period of time.

The MIDI files which are avallable separately and with the correct software such as the free
program Musescore offer you the opportunity to

1. Slow the tempo down to your sil level.

2. Change the key, allowing you the option of transposing the patterns Into keys other than the wrtten
ey.

3. Use the loop functon to practice diffcult measures repeatedly.

4. Use these patterns for ear training exercises by slowing the tempo down and looping a certain
section repeatedly, ry to play the correct notes using your ear rather than reading the music.
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relative minor blues progression, however you have to be a ttle careful about the choice of notes as.
seen in patten 2 of Blues Groove 1 where playing the note of 8 (the fifth note of the € blues scale, the
elative minor of G)clashes with the Bb note of the C7 (IV chord) i the 12 bar blues progression

As mentioned previously, when playing in  minor key the blues scale of that minor key is generally the
only blues scale used. The B biues scale Is the only scale that Is used In the patterns for Rock Groove 1
as the song s In the key of B minor.

Real World examples of the use of the Blues Scale:

Band Where In The Song | Blues Scale used
Smoke On The Water | Deep Purple. Start of song G guitar organ bass if
Sunshine Of Your Love | cream Start of song D guitar and bass it
Hey Bulldog “The Beatles Start of song. 8 piano riff
Steppin’ Out John Mayall startto 22 secs. | G and D gultar nto.
Freshy Squeezed ‘Angelo Bandalamenti | 41 secs to 3min | Cuibes improv. solo
atsecs
Super strut Deodato 22010250 G eectric piano solo
“The In Crowd Ramsey Lews. 35410428 D piano solo
The Cat Simmy Smith 7secsto 12secs | Forgan melod,
Chameleon Herbie Hancock | 1:30 0 3:28 Bb sax melody.
Heartbreaker Led Zeppelin Start 10.0:26 Aand 8 Guitar ntro
She's Not There The Zombies. 14010153 Aelectric plano solo
oh well Fleetwood Mac 28secs to 42secs | E guitar riff
Aqualung. Jethro Tull Start t0 10secs G guitar intro.
Actual Proat Herble Hancock | 52secs to S6 secs | F electrc piano.
Blue Trane John Coltrane Startto 7 secs Bb brass section
ToThe T The Super Groovers | 51 secs to 1:21 C sax melody.
Take Five Dave Brubeck 21 secsto 26 sacs | Eb saxmelody
Work Song Nat Adderley Startto 10 sec F trumpet and bass
InAGaddaDaVida | Iron Butterfly From 8 secs 1o 40 | Dand B (main iff)
Rice Pudding Jeff Beck. Startto 22 secs | Aand Fé gitar iff

For beginning students, | suggest that before you start learning to play any of the blues patterns on the.
clarinet you should clap the thythm of each pattern at a slow tempo using a metronome and then
ncreasing the speed until you can clap each thythm at the stated tempo. Once you have accomplished
this, practice the patter on the clarinet at a slow tempo and gradually build up the speed. For more
advanced players these patterns are also great sighteading exercises
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The Blues Scale

Learning the blues scale is 2 great way to start your exgloration into improvisation and can be applied
0 pretty much any style of music.

C Blues scale

notesinthe scale
H El . morks) 5 w7 octave

interals between thenates
Tases  lse  12steo  2ses  Wastess  dsten

The example above shows the C blues scale (seven note scale) and consists of the following notes
based on the major scale of C : oot note C, the latthird Eb, fourth F,sharp fourth or lt fifth Ff or Gb,
ifth G, flt seventh Bb, octave C. The interval between the irt and second notes of the scale Cto Eb is
11/2 steps, the interval betuween the second and third notes s 1 step, the interval between the third
and fourth notes Is % step, the interval between the fourth and fifth notes Is % step, the Interval
between the fith and sxth notes is 11/2 steps and the interval between the sixth and seventh notes is
one step.

Itis of primary importance to memorize the scale practicing going up and down the scale as well as
learning the intervals between the notes. The same intervals apply to the blues scale i the other
eleven keys so practice these blues scales as well. This scale can be used over both major and minor
Keys as can be seen from the biues patterns that | have used in the book. The biues scale gves color or
dissonance when played over a major chord, the Eb of the C blues scale against the E natural of the C
major chord glving that bluesy sound. You can study playing this blues scale over the grooves In the
book such as: Pop Groove 1 patterns 1-3, Pop Groove 2 patterns 1.4, Rock Groove 2, patterns 1.3, Rock
Groove 3 patterns 1-4, Country Groove patterns 1-3, Funk Groove 3 ptterns 1-4 etc.

This blues scale provides the beginner improviser with an easy way of playing the same scale over the
chord progressions and sounding “bluesy’, however, imprvising using the notes of this blues scale can
become somewhat tiresome when overused and the blues scale of the relative minor of the key can
als0 be used when playing in @ major key adding the 2%, 3% and 67 notes of the major scale, creating
variation n the improvisation. I the examle below the 2%, 3¢ and 6 notes of the major scale °C” are
the notes of D, E and A respectively.
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About Andrew D. Gordon

Andrew D. Gordon is 8 mulifaceted musician,
author, online keyboard teacher, composer, and
producer, best known for his contrbutions o blues
music instructionsl books and his instrumental jozz
band, The Super Groovers. With his extensive
knowledge and passion for music, Andrew has made
a significant impact on aspiring musicians around
the world.

As a musician, Andrew D, Gordon has dedicated his
life 0 exploring the intricacies of the blues genre.
His deep understanding of blues music has allowed
him to craf a series of instructional books that have
become essental resources for spiring blues musicians. These books cover various aspects of
blues music including in hords, and rhythm. Andrew's teaching approach is
accessible and engaging, making conmplex concepts more manageable fo students of al levels,
I addition to his nstructional books, Andsew offers online keybourd lessons through pltforms.
like Skype or Zoom. This enables him to connect with students from all corners of the globe,
providing personalized guidance and support in their musical journey. With his patient and
encouraging teaching stle, Andrew helps his students develop thir technical skils, expand their
musical vocabulary, and unlock their creative potenial. Andrew can be
contacted at musiclessons(@adgproductions.com
Beyond his role as an educator, Andrew D. Gordon is also 4 talented
composer and producer. He is the driving force behind The Super Groovers
along with sax player Frank Villarana, an instrumenta jazz band renowned
for their dynamic and energetic performances. Through their music, The
Super Groovers fuse elements of jazz, funk, and blues, creating a captivating
and infectious sound. Andrew and Frank's compositions for the band
showease their exceptional musicianship and abiliy to crafl melodies that
resonate with audiences worldwide.
Their music is characterzed by tight grooves, intrcate arrangements, and
Soulful improvisations, captuing the essence of azz and blues while infusing it
with thei unigue syle
Andsew D. Gordon's contibutio
own performances. His dedication 1o teaching, both through his books and
online lessons, has inspired countess musicians 10 develop thei skills and
pursue their musical dreams. His passion for blucs music, combined with his expertse as an
author, keyboardist, composer, and producer, continues to shape and enrich the world of music.

Whether youre an aspiring blues musician seeking to improve your skills,  fan of instrumental

jazz looking for capivating compositions, or simply someone passionate about music, Andrew

D. Gordon's work is sure (o resonate with you. Through his books, online teaching, and the

‘music of The Super Groovers, he has eft an indelible mark on the world of music and confinues

1 inspire musicians of alllevels to explore the beauty and intricacies of blucs and jozz
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The A blues scale, (rlative minor of C) as described n the previous paragraph, uses the same series of
notes n the scale and Intervals as the C blues scale. You can study playing this relative minor biues
scale over the grooves inthe book such as: Pop Groove 1 patterns &-6, Pop Groove 2 patterns 5-6, Rock.
Groove 2, patterns 4-6, Rock Groove 3 patterns 5-6, Country Groove patterns 4-5 Funk Groove 3
patterns 56 etc.

Going further, we can combine both the major and relative minor blues scales together producing a
scale that has a chromatic run from the second to the fifth giing a more jazzier sound o your
improvisation

Combination of the C and A Blues scales
noteinthe el
12 s34 menss s 5 b o

2 v i

interva g the notes
Liep 2sep 12sep Y2siep Y2siep Uzstep Lstep 1f2siep 1step

You can study playing this combination of scales from the grooves I the book such as: Pop Groove 1
patterns 7-8, Pop Groove 2 patterns 7-8, Reggae Groove patterns 7-8, Calypso Groove patterns 9-16,
Funk Groove 3 patterns 7-8 etc.

Learning, memorizing and playing these scales and patterns so that they make sense musically can take
some time so please be patient with yourself a5 you develop these skl t i smilar to learning a new.
language whereby you frst ear words, then phrases, sentences etc

Notes and Tips:

‘When playing a 12 Bar Blues progression whether in a major or minor key, you can play the blues scale
of that key through the whole progression even though the chords are changing as in Blues Groove 1
pattern 1 the G blues scale Is used throughout the 12 bar progression). The same also applies for the
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