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  A Letter from Rocky


  
    Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ. (1Peter 1:1)

  


  THE name Peter comes from the Greek word, petros, which means “rock.” It is the name Jesus gave Simon Bar-Jonah when he received a very important truth from God.


  
    When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?”


    So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”


    He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”


    Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”


    Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 16:13-19)

  


  Simon did not come up with this on his own. It was a revelation he received directly from heaven. It was the sudden, divine realization that the one to whom he was speaking was the promised Messiah, the Anointed One who would deliver Israel and set the whole world right. It was the heaven-induced recognition that Jesus was not merely human but divine.


  Jesus called him Rock because he had received this foundational truth. On this revelation, Jesus built His Church, and the “gates of hell” — even death itself — are not able to overcome it. Peter had found a rock to build his life upon, and now God would use him to lay that same foundation in others. That is how an apostle functions. An apostle is someone who is sent as the messenger and representative of another. As an apostle of Jesus the Messiah, he serves on behalf of Jesus. His function is to prepare the way, to break the ground, lay foundation. Paul speaks of the Church as being “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:20).


  Now, Peter was an impetuous sort of person, not a very stable trait for a leader. He threw himself into whatever he did but was often in over his head, and sometimes his boldness left him stranded.


  
    	He was the only disciple who, seeing Jesus walking on the waves, asked Him to bid him come (Matthew 14:28). That was bold. But he stepped out on the water and ended up sinking into the stormy sea because of his lack of faith (Matthew 14:30-31).


    	On the other hand, he failed spectacularly! He was the only disciple willing to get out of the boat and, after all, he did walk on the water for at least a little while (Matthew 14:29).


    	He was the one who boldly declared the revelation he received from the Father concerning Jesus the Messiah (Matthew 16:16).


    	But just a few verses later, when Jesus spoke of being killed at the hands of elders and priests and scribes, Peter rebuked Him — rebuked the Messiah, the Son of the Living God! — saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!” At this, Jesus said, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men” (Matthew 16:20-23).


    	On the night Jesus was betrayed, He said to the disciples, “All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this night.” Peter audaciously answered, “Even if all are made to stumble because of You, I will never be made to stumble.” Jesus answered, “Assuredly, I say to you that this night, before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times” (Matthew 26:31-34), which is exactly what happened.


    	On the third day, when the disciples received the report from Mary Magdalene, Peter was the only one who ran out with John to see the empty tomb (John 20:1-4).


    	Fifty days later, at the feast of Pentecost in Jerusalem, where the Holy Spirit filled the disciples in the Upper Room, so that they all spoke with other tongues until observers accused them of being drunk, Peter stood up in the boldness of the Holy Spirit and proclaimed Jesus as Messiah and King (Acts 2).


    	When Peter and John went up to pray at the temple and saw a lame man begging alms, Peter extended his faith and said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk,” and the man was healed (Acts 3:1-10).


    	Then when brought up before the magistrates, Peter declared, “Let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole” (Acts 4:10). And when admonished not to preach Jesus anymore, Peter and John answered, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:19-20).


    	Peter discerned the lie of Ananias and Sapphira and how satan filled their hearts. He was not afraid to call it what it was, and they both fell down dead (Acts 5:1-11).


    	Brought before the council again for preaching the name of Jesus, Peter answered, “We ought to obey God rather than men,” and did not relent (Acts 5:29).


    	Peter broke ground for the preaching of the gospel to the nations, going to Cornelius, a Gentile, after receiving a vision from God (Acts 10).


    	Then he stood before the leaders of the Church at Jerusalem and testified how God was making no distinction between Jews and Gentiles but was purifying both by faith in Jesus the Messiah (Acts 15).


    	But then, it was also Peter whom Paul rebuked for hypocrisy at Antioch, when Peter backed away from fellowship with Gentile believers after a certain group of Jewish believers came from Jerusalem (Galatians 2:11-21).

  


  Though his temperament at the beginning was “rocky” and tumultuous, God eventually smoothed him out and made him a pastor who was able to lay a good foundation for others and lead them to stability in Jesus Christ. Thirty years on from the Resurrection and Pentecost, Simon the Rock, writing in the AD 60s, now penned this letter of encouragement and instruction to converts going through difficult times of persecution where bold faith was required.


  Focus Questions


  
    	What happened that brought Peter to a place of stability, boldness and follow-through in his faith?


    	Even after Peter was well into his ministry, he apparently still had moments of intimidation — at least one, when he backed away from table fellowship with Gentile believers because of a particular group from Jerusalem. and Paul rebuked him for it (see Galatians 2:11-21). Did that disqualify him from the ministry of apostle? Should it have?


    	What did Peter learn from that experience?

  


  
    

  


  

  A Letter to Scatterlings


  
    To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied. (1 Peter 1:1-2)

  


  PETER writes this from “Babylon” (1 Peter 5:13), which may be a code name for Rome. In the Old Testament, to which he frequently alludes, Babylon was the place of exile for the Jews, and Rome was quickly becoming a place of intense persecution for Jesus believers. Or this letter could possibly have been written from the city of Babylon, in the Egyptian delta (not the Babylon of Israel’s ancient captivity). Persecuted Jews had long found refuge in Egypt, and many early Christians also ended up there. Mark, author of the book that largely represented Peter’s account of the Gospel, established a church in Alexandria and was martyred there (see The African Memory of Mark, by Thomas Oden).


  Peter writes to people who are “pilgrims,” “temporary residents” (HCSB), “strangers” (KJV), “those who reside as aliens” (NASB), “exiles” (ESV). They were probably not actual exiles in the technical sense of being displaced from their homeland. But they had embraced faith in Jesus the Messiah, and with that a new way of life. Their true citizenship was, as Paul would say, in heaven (Philippians 3:20). They did not fit in with the surrounding culture and were consequently ostracized. Then, too, persecution of Jesus believers was heating up in Rome, under Nero, and news of it would have been reaching the outlying regions.


  These believers were diaspora, scatterlings dispersed throughout five Romans provinces in Asia Minor, in what is now Turkey. The scattered ones James wrote his letter to were mostly Jewish believers, of the “twelve tribes,” spread out among non-believing Gentiles (James 1:1). These to whom Peter writes are a blend of Gentile believers in Jesus, as well as some Jewish ones, who were displaced, geographically or socially, because of their faith in Jesus the Messiah.


  Peter calls them “elect,” chosen “according to the foreknowledge of God.” They are the people of God and part of His eternal plan. Whatever they are going through, it has not taken God by surprise and, more importantly, He will not let them down but will see them through.


  They are sanctified, consecrated, set apart by the Holy Spirit as God’s own. It is why He has chosen them, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood. This is an allusion to Exodus 24:7-8, when God first made covenant with the children of Israel. The people answered, “All that the Lord has said we will do, and be obedient.” Then Moses took the blood of sacrifice and sprinkled it on them, saying, “This is the blood of the covenant which the Lord has made with you according to all these words.” In Jesus the Messiah, we are joined to God in a new and better covenant, which is established on better promises (Hebrews 8:6). At the Last Supper, Jesus took the cup of wine and said, “This is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you” (Luke 22:20). The obedience here is the obedience of faith, committing ourselves to Jesus our Messiah.


  Though Peter does not develop a theology of the Trinity here, notice how he identifies the three persons of the Godhead: the Father in His foreknowledge and gracious choice, Jesus the Messiah in the shedding of His blood, and the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit.


  Then there is the benediction, the words of blessing, “Grace to you and peace be multiplied.” A common Jewish salutation was “Greetings and peace,” but the apostles altered that. The Greek word for “greetings,” chairein, means to be well and full of cheer. But the apostles used a related word, charis, the word for “grace.” In their usage, it signifies the grace or favor that comes from God. The Greek word for “peace” is eirene, but being Jewish, Peter no doubt had in mind the Hebrew shalom, which speaks of the wholeness that comes from God. The addition of “be multiplied” is found only in Peter’s letters and the epistle of Jude. It speaks of the fullness of divine favor and wholeness being revealed. God does not withhold His blessing from us, but as we grow in grace and come to know the Lord Jesus more and more (2 Peter 3:18), we experience more and more the fullness of His grace and peace.


  This letter was to be copied and circulated especially to the churches in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, although it has, of course, come to the whole Church in the canon of Scripture. Some commentators take it as a catechism, instruction for converts, or a letter of exhortation and encouragement for the newly baptized.


  Focus Questions


  
    	How is it possible that a person can be chosen by God but persecuted in the world?


    	The Holy Spirit has set apart believers in Jesus as God’s own people. In what ways does this manifest in the world?


    	Besides being a reference to the new covenant with God through Jesus, what might be another reason Paul speaks to these scattered believers of the “sprinkling of the blood of Jesus”?

  


  
    

  


  

  The Abundant Mercy of God Revealed in Jesus the Messiah


  
    Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. (1 Peter 1:3-5)

  


  PETER uses a very Jewish form of prayer: “Blessed be God.” The object of his praise is the One who is the Father of our Lord Jesus, in whom are fulfilled the promises of God to the patriarchs and prophets of the Old Testament. Jesus is King and Messiah for the sake of both Jewish and Gentile believers, and Peter, addressing both groups without distinction, calls Him our Lord.


  In Jesus the Messiah, God has displayed His abundant mercy. Though writing in Greek, Peter would have most likely had the Hebrew word hesed in mind, the word used so often in the Old Testament for the faithful love and mercy God promised to show His covenant people. Peter then details some of the ways this divine love and mercy are revealed to us in the Lord Jesus.


  
    	Through the new birth. God has begotten us again through faith in the Lord Jesus, so that we would have the right to become children of God (John 1:12). This new birth is from above, by the Spirit of God (John 3:3-6). We are born again of the Sprit but also of the incorruptible seed of the Word of God (1 Peter 1:23). God, who called the world into existence by His Word, gives us new birth by that same Word.


    	Through a living hope. The biblical use of “hope” does not refer to wishful thinking or to things that are tentative. It speaks of a positive expectation, a joyful anticipation. In Jesus the Messiah, we have a living hope. It is the joyful anticipation of divine life and fellowship without end. In Ephesians, Paul prayed that God would give us wisdom and revelation by the Holy Spirit so that we would be able to know what this hope is all about (Ephesians 1:17-18).


    	Through the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah from the dead. Here is the direct reason we have a living anticipation: Jesus has been raised from the dead. Paul calls Him “the firstborn from the dead” (Colossians 1:18) and spends a great deal of time in 1 Corinthians 15 talking about what that means for us who believe in Him. The Jews expected that there would be a resurrection of the just at the end of the age, but in the resurrection of Jesus, the end of the age has broken into the midst of this present age as the firstfruits, the surety of what is to come for all who trust in Him.


    	· Through an inheritance that is indestructible and undefiled. Inheritance speaks of family and fatherhood. Through the new birth, we have God as our Father and are part of His family, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17). In Adam, we inherited death and moral corruption (Romans 5). In Jesus the Messiah, we inherit life and purity. In his second letter, Peter says that God has given us “exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Peter 1:4). This inheritance will not fade away, as flowers do, but is carefully guarded for us in heaven. It is from heaven but it is not just for heaven, for in the resurrection, our life will be on earth, and heaven and earth will be finally and fully joined together as one (Revelation 21).


    	Through the coming revelation of salvation. This is the ultimate unveiling of what God is doing in us. We enter into the family by faith in the Lord Jesus, and God is currently maturing the life of Jesus in us through work of the Holy Spirit. One day it shall all be revealed. John said, “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure” (1 John 3:2).

  


  Focus Questions


  
    	Jesus believers have a living hope, a lively expectation through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. What difference does that expectation mean for this present life?


    	Jesus believers have an incorruptible inheritance reserved in heaven. What are some ways this inheritance might be experienced in this present life?


    	Jesus believers “are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” In view of that, how should we live in this present time?

  


  
    

  


  

  A Joy Words Cannot Contain


  
    In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith — the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:6-9)

  


  “IN this” — a new birth, a living hope, an incorruptible and unfading inheritance ready to be revealed — there is cause for great rejoicing. The Greek word behind “greatly rejoice” is agalliao, which literally means to “jump for joy.” It is made up of two words: agan, which means “much” and hallomai, which means to leap, spring up or gush like water. It is not a joy that is quiet and sedate but one that is exuberant, ecstatic, animated.


  What is more, it is a joy that will endure, even in the face of all the various, distressing trials that may test it. Such trials only reveal the genuineness of faith — not just faith as the act of believing, but faith as the object of our trust: Jesus the Messiah and the promise of God we have in Him.


  Peter compares it to the refining of gold. There is a Jewish form of argument implied here, known as qal vahomer, arguing from the lesser to the greater. It is the kind of argument Jesus used when He said, “How much more …” (e.g., Luke 11:13; Luke 12:24, 28). If gold, which can be destroyed, is considered valuable, then how much more precious is our faith, which will not only endure but will result in praise, honor and glory when King Jesus appears.


  This is an apt comparison. When gold is refined, it is heated up until the dross (impurities) comes to the surface and is scooped away. Caution is required because if it is overheated, the gold will be destroyed — it will perish. The process is repeated until the gold is so pure the refiner can see his reflection in it.


  Likewise, God allows trials to come in order to refine us. Not to destroy our faith but to remove the impurities that hinder our faith, for it is faith that overcomes the world and its present distresses (1 John 5:4). When God allows our faith to be “tested by fire,” it is so we may reflect the Lord Jesus. As John says, “When He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure” (1 John 3:2). His glory will be revealed in us, and indeed, we will share in His glory, just as the moon shares in the glory of the sun by revealing it in the darkness. One day it will all be revealed in full, but it has already begun, even now.


  Peter saw Jesus in the flesh, in His earthly ministry, but those to whom Peter writes had not, yet they loved Him anyway. The fact that they did not have the same natural experience of Jesus that Peter had did not matter one bit. They had the Holy Spirit in them to reveal the Lord Jesus to them and that was quite enough for them to fall in love with Him. Though they did not presently see him, they believed in Him anyway. Faith does not require sight! Paul said that “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17). The Holy Spirit takes the Word of God, the preaching of the good news about King Jesus the Messiah, and reveals Him to us.


  Not only did they believe, they “rejoiced” — there’s that word agalliao again — they “jumped for joy” because of Him. Not only joy that was exuberant and ecstatic, but “inexpressible and full of glory.” It is a joy that words cannot contain, a joy that reveals the glory of God, a joy that makes present tests and trials pale by comparison.


  It is a joy that lays hold of the result of our faith, the salvation of our souls. The Greek word for “salvation,” soteria, means to rescue, preserve, prosper, restore to health and well-being. Peter has already spoken of it as something to be revealed (future tense) in the “last time,” but here he speaks of already receiving it (present, continuous tense). The future is breaking into the present and we get to experience more and more as we overcome, through faith, the various trials of the present.


  The Greek word for “receive” here, komizo, is about receiving what has been promised. In King Jesus the Messiah, we have received wonderful promises and we can begin to experience their fulfillment now in this time. Present distresses get swallowed up by the inexpressible joy of God’s salvation already coming into the world.


  Focus Questions


  
    	Why does God allow trials to come into the lives of Jesus believers?


    	How is His glory revealed in us through this process?


    	How is it possible to love, believe and have great joy in someone we have never seen?

  


  
    

  


  

  The Intense Desire of Prophets and Angels


  
    Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you, searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven — things which angels desire to look into. (1Peter 1:10-12)

  


  THE prophets of the Old Testament spoke by the Holy Spirit, whom Peter here calls the Spirit of Messiah (Christ). They brought the promise of salvation, which has now been fulfilled by Jesus the Messiah


  
    	“inquired,” Greek ekzeteo, the craving to know something, to thoroughly seek it out.


    	“searching,” Greek ereuneo, to investigate or examine.


    	“searched diligently,” exereuneo, an intensified form of eruneo.

  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	What is the salvation the Old Testament prophets foretold?


    	How much did the prophets themselves understand about this salvation?


    	Why do angels so intensely desire to look into these things?

  


  
    

  


  

  New Birth, New Mind, New Life


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	What are the new ways of thinking we are to embrace because of the new birth, the living hope and the incorruptible inheritance we have in Jesus?


    	When Jesus is revealed at the end of the age, the favor of God will bring His salvation work to completion. What should our lives look like as we set our expectation on that?


    	What does it mean to be holy? Is being holy different from doing “holy” things?

  


  
    

  


  

  The Destiny of Holiness


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    	To be holy is to be “set apart.” In what way is God set apart?


    	For what purpose has God set us apart?


    	How does God fulfill that purpose in us?

  


  
    

  


  

  Living in Awe of the Redeemer God


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  
    	What does the “fear of the Lord” mean to you?


    	How does the “fear of the Lord” differ from the way of life promoted by the surrounding culture today?


    	How does your life demonstrate faith and expectation in God?

  


  
    

  


  

  The Gospel of Fervent Love


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    	How does God’s love for us teach us to love each other?


    	How is God’s love for you being expressed in your love for others?


    	Why is it important that the word of God is incorruptible, indestructible, lasts forever?

  


  
    

  


  

  Incorruptible Seed, Incorruptible Harvest


  
    
  


  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    	How does the word of God reveal the will of God?


    	What is the relationship between Jesus and the Scriptures?


    	How are we born again by the incorruptible word of God?

  


  
    

  


  

  Growing Up in New Life


  
    
  


  

  

  
    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	Peter tells us to lay aside all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and insulting language. What might he tell us to put on instead?


    	How does the “pure spiritual milk” (the teaching about Jesus) help us put on the things we ought to put on?


    	Why did God make spiritual maturity a process of growth rather than an instant event?

  


  
    

  


  

  Honored by God or Destined to Fall?


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	The theme of “chief cornerstone,” first found in the Old Testament, occurs a number of times in the New Testament. What is the significance, and why is it so important?


    	What honor does faith in Jesus, the Chief Cornerstone, bring?


    	The house that is being built, of which Jesus is the Cornerstone, is a temple. What significance does this hold in regard to the kingdom of God?

  


  
    

  


  

  A New Kind of People


  
    
  


  

  
    	You are a chosen generation. The Greek word for “generation” here is genos, which means “race” or “kind.” The word for “chosen” is eklekton, “select” (this is where we get our word “eclectic”). God has selected a new kind of people, not based on biological characteristics or geographical or national boundaries but on the basis of faith in Jesus the Messiah. All who believe in Him, whether Jews or Gentiles (non-Jews, pagans, the nations) are part of this new people.


    	You are a royal priesthood. God’s plan for Israel was that she be a royal priesthood (Exodus 19:6), to come before God, not only for her own sake but also for the sake of the nations. But Israel failed in this task. Now this purpose is fulfilled in a way that Israel did not expect, through Jesus the Messiah, with Him as our High Priest.


    	You are a holy nation. God also chose Israel to be a holy nation (Exodus 19:6), set apart especially for Him. Now He has enlarged that nation with believers from every nation. In Revelation, the song of praise sung to the Lamb of God is, “You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and have made us kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth” (Revelation 5:9-10). What good news for those who found themselves scattered among the nations and under their heel.


    	You are His own special people. The Greek word is peripoiesis, which comes from two words: peri, “around,” and poieo, to make or do. Put together, it means “to make around oneself.” It is used speak of what one acquires or bring into possession for himself. God has redeemed us, purchased us at great price from bondage to sin and death, and gathered us around Himself.

  


  

  
    

    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  
    	He has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.


    	Once we were not a people, now we are the people of God.


    	Once we had not received mercy, now we have received the mercy of God.

  


  

  

  
    	What is the significance of God’s new and chosen generation in the world?


    	What is the role of a priesthood?


    	How is this role fulfilled by the Church?

  


  
    

  


  

  Glorifying God on the Day of Inspection


  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  
    	How do “fleshly lusts” war against the soul?


    	Many of these were things the non-believing Gentiles practiced (sexual immoralities, for example). Why would believers abstaining from them cause the non-believers to glorify God?


    	The Old Testament law was never enough to control human behavior. How does Peter expect Jesus believers will be able to refrain from such lusts?

  


  
    

  


  

  Living in True Freedom


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    	Honor all people. We are to treat everyone with dignity and respect.


    	Love the brotherhood. We are to love, in particular, our brothers and sisters in the faith. Paul said, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10).


    	Fear God. We are to live in awe, respect and love for God. This will be evident in how we treat others. John said, “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?” (1 John 4:20).


    	Honor the king. Jesus said, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Mark 12:17). The king is to be honored, but God alone is to be feared.

  


  

  
    	What does it mean for a believer to live in true freedom?


    	Human governing authorities can often be tyrannical and oppressive. How might submitting to them in doing good bring about change in those authorities?


    	What does it mean to “honor the king”? What does it not mean?

  


  
    

  


  

  Undermining Slavery with True Freedom


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    	He bore our sins in our place. In Him, we are now dead to sin and have the ability to do what is right before God.


    	He took the stripes, the scourging we rightfully deserved, and we are now healed.


    	We once were like sheep gone astray; now we are restored to the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls.

  


  

  

  
    	In what ways can suffering for doing good undermine evil institutions?


    	What are the qualities or characteristics necessary to be able to do this?


    	Where do these qualities come from and how are they developed in us?

  


  
    

  


  

  Transforming Marriages with True Freedom


  
    
  


  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  
    	Husbands, likewise . Husbands also are to be submissive to every human creature — including their wives.


    	Dwell with them with understanding. The Greek word for “dwell with” is synoikeo, made up of two words: syn, “together,” and oikeo, to occupy a house. It speaks of a domestic relationship. In the case of husband and wife, the husband is to have understanding for his wife in every aspect of their relationship.


    	Giving honor to the wife. She is to be honored, just as he is. The Greek word for “honor” has a substantive value and, in this case, would include the husband properly providing for and taking caring of his wife.


    	As to the weaker vessel. This does not refer to spiritual, moral or intellectual weakness but, rather, to physical weakness. A vessel is a container, just as the body may be thought of as a container for the soul.


    	And as being heirs together of the grace of life. The Greek term for “heirs” here refers to co-heirs or joint-heirs. There is no inequality here; husbands and wives share equally in the inheritance of new life in Jesus. The husband is not spiritually superior to his wife; they are both the same before God. “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).


    	That your prayers may not be hindered. Paul said that faith works through love (Galatians 5:6). If we are not walking in love towards our mates, it can hinder our faith and, consequently, our prayers.

  


  

  

  
    	According to Spicq, to submit is to “position oneself as a servant towards one’s neighbor in the hierarchy of love.” What would this look like in the marriage relationship?


    	Is there a difference between wives submitting to their husbands and husbands honoring their wives? Or between what Paul says in Ephesians 5:22, “Wives, submit to your husbands” and in Ephesians 5:25, “Husbands, love your wives”?


    	If a husband does not properly honor his wife, why or how would that hinder his prayer?

  


  
    

  


  

  A Life of Blessing


  
    
  


  

  
    	Be of one mind. Greek, homophron, of the “same mind.” Living in harmony, with no divisions, having the same mind and the same purpose (Romans 15:6; 1 Corinthians 1:10; Philippians 1:27). Paul tells us, “Let this mind be in you which as also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5-8).


    	Having compassion for one another. The Greek word is sympatheis and is made up of two parts: sym means “together;” pathos is the experience of passion or suffering. This is where we get our word “sympathy.” It is an openness to one another that moves one to act on behalf of another, especially in a time of need or distress.


    	Love as brothers. Greek, philadelphoi (the name of Philadelphia, called “the city of brotherly love” comes from this word).We are to live together as loving brother and sisters, recognizing that we belong together in the same family, with the God and Father of Jesus the Messiah as our own Father.


    	Be tenderhearted. The Greek word used here, eusplagchnos, speaks of a depth of feeling, kindness and mercy towards another, even as that of a mother for her child.


    	Be courteous. Greek, philophron. Friendly-minded toward all, with the humility of love.

  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    	What is the depth of love believers are to have for one another and what are its limits?


    	What are some practical demonstrations of this love?


    	How do the elements of mind, emotion and will work together in this? In what way is love a thought, a feeling, a choice?

  


  
    

  


  

  A Ready Heart and a Gentle Response


  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    	How is one blessed who suffers for righteousness’ sake?


    	What does it means to sanctify the Lord God in our hearts? How do we do that?


    	What is the nature of the defense we make? In what way does it make appeal to the reasoning of the head, the heart, the will?

  


  
    

  


  

  Suffering Messiah, Reigning King


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    	They were those from an earlier time who had been disobedient.


    	They were from the time of Noah.


    	They were from a time when God was patiently waiting.

  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	What is the significance of baptism in the context of this passage?


    	How might this relate to the idea of “giving a defense” from the previous section?


    	What does it mean for you that Jesus is at the right hand of the Father and that every angel, power and authority is now subject to Him?

  


  
    

  


  

  Armed with the Attitude of Jesus


  
    
  


  

  

  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    	What is the mind of Jesus we are to arm ourselves with?


    	Why does this need to become our mindset, too?


    	What needs to change in your own thinking in order to do this?

  


  
    

  


  

  The End is Here?


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	What are the things that are coming to end?


    	Why are they coming to an end?


    	What is the new thing that is coming into the world?

  


  
    

  


  

  Manifesting the Glory and Dominion of Jesus


  
    
  


  

  
    	Self-control and a clear head, so we can attend to the work of effective prayer.


    	Devoted, focused love for one another. There is no room for carrying grudges and holding on to unforgiveness.


    	Cheerful hospitality, welcoming each other with an open heart, an open house, an open or generous hand.

  


  

  
    	Paul spoke of revelatory gifts (word of knowledge, word of wisdom and discerning of spirits) and spent much time on the operation of the gifts of divine speech (prophecy, tongues and interpretation of tongues). For Peter, those with speaking gifts should be careful to give God’s words, not their own.


    	Paul talked about manifestations of power (faith, gifts of healings and workings of miracles), and in Romans 12:6-8, mentioned gifts of service (serving, giving, leading, showing mercy). For Peter, in addition to gifts of speaking, there are gifts of doing, or ministering, or serving. Those who serve are to do so, not depending on their own natural ability, but with the ability that God supplies.

  


  

  

  
    	What is required of us in this time of transition from the end of this “present evil age” to the kingdom of God coming into the world?


    	How do these things demonstrate the coming of God’s kingdom into the world?


    	How does the ability of God operate in us and how do we operate in it?

  


  
    

  


  

  An Unexpected Cause for Rejoicing


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    	It shows that when King Jesus returns at the end of the age and His glory is revealed, we shall share in it with Him. The apostle Paul, likewise, speaks of suffering and being glorified together with Jesus. “And if children, then heirs — heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together” (Romans 8:17). Suffering persecution for Jesus’ sake is also a sign that we are heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.


    	It shows that the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon us. This is the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, who here is called the Spirit of Glory. The word “rests” means that He abides with us. He does not come and go, He stays with us. Notice the present tense; not rested or will rest, but the Spirit of Glory rests on us — just as He rested on Jesus. When we are reproached because of our faith in Jesus, it is actually the Holy Spirit who is being dishonored by those who persecute us, while He is honored by our faith and honors us with His presence. He is not just with us but upon us, which means that His presence becomes evident to us and to others.

  


  

  

  

  
    	Many Jesus believers are being maimed and martyred in the world today, and many are experiencing persecution and rejection. Why might this seem to be a strange thing?


    	Why is it not a strange thing after all?


    	How does it lead to extreme joy, as it has for so many who have gone through intense persecution today?

  


  
    

  


  

  Deliverance in Difficult Times


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	What should be the attitude of the persecuted toward their persecutors?


    	Why does Peter turn again here to “doing good” (agathapoios), the giving of self for the sake of others?


    	How might “doing good” bring fulfillment to God’s purpose for creation?

  


  
    

  


  

  Wearing the Victor’s Crown


  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    

    

    
  


  

  

  
    	Why is the role of shepherd important?


    	Why are the qualities Peter outlines important to that role?


    	How does Jesus fulfill the role of shepherd?

  


  
    

  


  

  Clothing Yourself with Greatness


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    	What does the role of shepherd, from the previous section, look like in regard to submission?


    	What is the relationship between submission and humility?


    	What is the relationship between Jesus, submission and humility?

  


  
    

  


  

  Under the Mighty Hand of God


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  
    	What is the relationship between humility and exaltation?


    	What is the relationship between humility and casting our cares on God?


    	How does God’s care for us free us to submit to and serve others?

  


  
    

  


  

  Standing Firm Against the Adversary


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	Peter and James both tell us to “resist the devil.” How do we go about doing that?


    	How does knowing that other believers are going through the same thing help us resist the devil?


    	How does resisting the devil reveal the glory and dominion of King Jesus?

  


  
    

  


  

  The Grace of God in Which We Stand


  
    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    	Who are your own examples of keeping the faith when things get tough, and what do you learn from them?


    	How do Peter’s exhortations and his own testimony show that this is indeed the true grace of God in which we stand?


    	How important is our love for each other in enduring through difficult times?
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