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The story...

Nick Raven was a soldier that the US government turned into a super soldier, albeit with limited powers. He has become the primary covert weapon used to attack and destroy any target the government decides is a threat to American security. The Russians, the primary target of Nick's work, have been trying to find out how to stop him. After two failed attempts to learn how to kill him through two undercover (literally) operatives they have changed their tactics. Now they have sent Svana, their top assassin to get close enough to Nick to lure him into lowering the energy shield that protects him from harm so she can kill him. In lieu of that, Svana shadows Nick to learn as much as she can about him—-and his weaknesses—-through a series of traps the Russians have set for him. The only flaw in the Russians plan is that Nick and Svana quickly recognize that they are mirror images of each other in being the killing machines they are expected to be.

What is presented here are scenes from the novel The Heart of a Monster in a graphical format. These are exactly what one would assume they are. They are intended to help the reader decide if this novel sounds entertaining enough to spend $1 to read. All books from this author are either $1 or free (always). All currently available books/stories can easily be obtained through the following web site: kmcconnellbooks.com

They are also available in ebook format from the web site of any major bookseller including: Barnes and Noble, Amazon, Google Books, Smashwords, Kobo and many others.

Finally, any thoughts, questions or comments are always welcome via kmcconnell@kmcconnellbooks.com

Nick on the job in Russia...
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Nick and Svana meet...
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Nick and Svana meet again at a secret laboratory deep in Russia...
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Nick and Svana meet up in North Korea at what is likely a trap to kill them both. Nick is shocked to find Kathy, his previous girlfriend and another Russian spy, in the bunker as well...
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Nick and Svana being chased across the Pacific...

[image: ]

[image: ]

This just a series of excerpts from the novel The Heart of a Monster. It is the story of Nick Raven and his struggles in understanding the powers that have been bestowed upon him and, more importantly, understanding who he is. It also becomes Svana’s story as well as she becomes more than just a deadly assassin.

The Heart of a Monster is part of a trilogy of books featuring Nick Raven and Svana. The Heart of a Monster is the first book. The second book in the trilogy is Pitchforks and Torches. Both of these books are currently available from multiple online bookstores including Barnes and Noble, Amazon, Kobo, Smashwords and others. An easier way to find them is through the web site for K McConnell’s books: www.kmcconnellbooks.com

The third book in the trilogy will be available this spring.

In addition, the Nick
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Nick turned to look at a wall.
A section of the wall blew
out. Nick walked out of the

side of the building and out

into the large yard. Just

clearing the wall of the

lcomplex was an Alligator. A

Ka-52 attack helicopter. Nick %

could also see it was carrying |
everal very large missiles.
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vana watched Nick from atop the shelving unit as he
Emoved through the warehouse. A lttle further and she
could trigger another test. She was surprised that he
ihad been so easy to persuade to follow her. She was
also puzzled that he hadn’t just killed her when he had

was, she had been told that there was a very distinct possibility that he
would just kill her on sight.
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Nick stood for another few moments and “You are not what | expected.” Svana said.
then shook his head. He didn’t know Nick stopped, but did not turn back to face her. He shrugged

\what this was supposed to be, but he had| and took another step.
a mission to accomplish. He looked B “What you are looking for is not in that direction.” Svana said.
around the warehouse. This didn’t seem ., 2 gty = Fugnasd =~
| like a place that would lead him to the L . lﬁ Bl ] i5 i
underground levels. He turned around L d §
and took a step towards the door he had .
come through. i

2

from Svana. She obviously wanted him
to follow her. To Nick that suggested that|
his target, the underground levels, were
indeed back the way he was now facing.
She was just trying to keep him from

going there.

L .
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“I think we are coming into a sector they
are actively searching.” Darryl said.

“For us?” Svana asked.

Darryl shrugged. “If you're as hot of a
lcommodity as you say, then | would say
it’s a pretty good bet they're looking for
you-—-well, us.”

“Who is it?” Nick asked.

[“The Americans.” Darryl
answered.

s if on cue in the distance a
military jet flew past.
“Thats not good.” Nick said.

“Not sure what we can do
about it.” Darryl said looking
through binoculars. “He’s
turning back. He’s seen us.
|coming back for a closer ook

)
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to come from every direction.
"God damn you!" Kathy shouted. The gun was
laimed at Svana, but Kathy's glare was focused on
Nick. She fired off several more rounds directly at
Svana. The bullets curved around Svana and
ricocheted off a wall somewhere behind her.

recognized she was entirely
inside his shield now. He
ared right at her. It took
ISvana @ moment to realize
what Nick was doing. He
lwas completely vulnerable
[now. She was still holding
the knife.
‘A moment later Svana’s
knife disappeared back to

wherever it seemed to hide. §

“It’s kind of nice being in
here.” Svana said with a
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[Nick saw a door as he drew closer to the far wall of the warehouse. It was a heavier
door-—-the kind of door that could seal off an area. It suggested that Svana had not

llied to him. He was sure her lack of deception was not out of kindness towards him.
|He took three more steps and the blast hit him.

/

other than feeling
like he had just

lsuddenly received
la sunburn he was

INick had already been powering up the strength of his shield
the moment he had started back down the aisle following

Svana. He knew there would be traps along the way. He was

sure it was why she was here. unhurt.
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Hearing the rotors of the second
helicopter, Nick turned back
around. He did the same thing to
the second helicopter. As it
crashed into the forest and trees
exploded into flame.
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“OK.” Nick said to himself. “Enough of this shit.” He clenched his fist and swung it down
like he was hitting a table top. The two soldiers with the bazooka and the two carrying
the machine gun collapsed to the ground. Their bodies were misshapen.

it was as if a " o =

Imassive weight \ iconverging on the

had dropped building saw it and
traight down and hesitated. It was

crushed them. It lapparent no one

wasn’t pretty. / wanted to die like that.
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Nick turned to look back. Really? Nick thought. Are you [Beyond the two soldiers were a couple more
fucking kidding me? A bazooka? Nick’s back hurt and he
was pissed. Two Russian soldiers were nervously

reloading the bazooka. They were grinning at Nick.

Soldiers carrying what looked like a heavy
Imachine gun already mounted on a tripod.
[More soldiers were gathering behind them.
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“Niko?” Svana asked. ity AL .

INick stopped to look at
vana. “What?”

“Why do you always
push through the

’
ldoors? Why do you not !
be like Hulk?” Svana
lasked.

“You mean like the
[comic book character?”]
[Nick asked.

“Yes.” Svana
answered.

aside?” Nick asked.

ISvana nodded. “Yes.”

ishe gestured like she
was ripping
omething out.

“l don’t want all the

hit, the debris, flying
back at me.” Nick sai
lhonestly.
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Svana looked a little puzzled.
“But you have...” She reached
jout and tried to touch his
shoulder. The energy of the
shield began giving her a small
shock as it grew in strength.
She pulled her hand back.
“...this.”

INick shrugged. “Yes, but | still don’t like things flying back at

Ime.” After he said it, Nick realized how open and honest he was|

being with her. A voice in the back of his head was telling him

that this could almost be construed as treason or at least some
form of collusion. This was why she was here.

“Ah.” Svana said nodding.
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“Niko.”

Nick stopped. He looked
lat the open cell door to
his right. She stood there
leaning against the door
frame smiling at him.

“Svana.” Nick said staring at her. His
Imind started racing along. He knew he
Ishould have been upset at seeing her
|here since it meant that, even after
lJames’ best efforts, the Russians still
[knew Nick was coming here.

Neither of them moved.

“Are you here to
lentertain me again?”
iSvana asked.

“That’s not exactly how
they defined my
mission.” Nick replied.

ISvana laughed a little.
“I expect not.”
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[Kathy watched the two of them for|
la moment. She only briefly glanced|
lat Nick and then pointed the gun
at svana.

“Kathy. No.” Nick said calmly.

Kathy looked at Nick. “She’s street
trash they turned into a killer,
[Nicky. You can't trust her. You have
to believe me. You can’t trust her.”

Nick gave Kathy a disparaging
look.

I know. | know, but she’s a killer.
it's all she’s ever known and you
are just another target. That’s all
you are to her. I...love...you.”
Kathy said emphatically.

“I'm sorry.” Nick said. His voice
was sincere.

Kathy’s face turned to stone.
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M “Fuck.” Nick said loudly. From
;omewhere behind him, Nick heard a
mall laugh. He turned slowly around.

He stared down the aisle of the

lwarehouse he was standing in.

“God damn it.” Nick said as he started

walking down the aisle.

“This way Nikolai.” Svana’s voice came
from somewhere to Nick’s left and

lhigher up again. Nick could tell from

the sound of her voice Svana was
miling.

“It’s not Nikolai.” Nick yelled up at the
helves. “It’s just Nick.”

Movement caught Nick’s eye, but when

lhe looked up he saw nothing.

“I will call you Niko.” Svana said.

INick was annoyed at being played
with like this. He was not used to
someone else being in control. He
didn’t like it at all. Nick wanted to
icall Svana something too, but he
irefrained from doing so.
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INick had taken a couple of steps
when he stopped. He stood still.
He was listening and it prompted
Svana to do the same.

[There was a distant thumping
sound. Nick looked at Svana. She
looked at Nick.

svana reached up and seemed to
be wiping her hand across her
mouth as if she checking for
blood. When her hand was in
front of her mouth she

=

[“Helicopters.” Nick said quietly.
Svana gave a very slight nod.

“Troops?” Nick asked. He had
lowered his head so he faced the
Ifloor. It was barely a whisper.

Svana didn’t move.

INick gave a slight nod. “Attack
helicopters. Rockets.”
Svana’s head moved slightly.

“You need to get out of here. I'll
be OK.” Nick said. He could not

keep the concern out of his voice.

“Your shield is that strong?”
Svana asked. Her question
seemed more personal.

INick nodded. “Strong enough. Go.|
it’s time | go as well.” Nick said.
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Svana covered the distance between the shelving

unit she was on to the top of a stack of pallets
loaded with boxes and crates in one smooth leap.
She landed quietly and crept closer to the aisle that
[Nick was moving down. She watched Nick. Another
fifteen feet and he would be in the right zone.
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laboratories aren’t
near the offices. It was
designed that way in
the event there was an
accident. There would
be less chance of losing
people.” Svana said.
INick stopped again. It

was annoying that her
words made sense.
Nick sighed and turned
to her.

“So, why would you tell
Ime something like
[that? Assuming, of
course, that there’s
truth to it.” Nick said.

{ |‘ he was not lying to him

vana didn’t say anything at
jrst. She just studied him.

learlier. He wasn’t what she
lexpected. She had been
briefed about this monster

lthat was attacking them

repeatedly. A thing they
icould not seem to stop. She
had seen poor quality video
from several sites of him, but]
[they were no clear images of|
lhim. The primary thing that

she had not expected to see
was the killing machine they
ihad convinced her that he
was...looked...ordinary.
[Handsome, perhaps, but
lordinary.
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Eﬁ ﬁN k turned as the first helicopter bore down on him. He moved his|

'one hand down a little and the top rotor on the Ka-52 bent down
and collided with the rotor below it. The Ka-52 tilted and twisted
in midair. A moment later it dropped straight down creating an
W impressive fire ball in the cold dirt just outside the cement walls.
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“out of the bridge and focused on
= the distant dot. After a moment
“the jet started twisting wildly and ==
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| Another security door
lawaited them at the

lend of the walkway.
They stood in front of
the door. Nick glanced
at Svana. She smiled
lat him and put her

|proceeded to blow the
door backwards. Nick
Istarted to step
through the door.

B
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disarray. Nick couldn’t tell if they were being torn apart or in
the process of being built. It looked confusing and disorganized.

There was a whooshing sound from behind
him and something hit him square in the back.
It felt like a mule had just kicked him. He
stumbled forward and dropped to one knee.
There were excited shouts being exchanged
from somewhere just outside the building.
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“And why would

you...oh, shit. There’s

Inothing here. Is
there?” Nick asked.

“That...is something
you must decide for
yourself.” svana said.
she glided, not
walked, not stepped,

[she glided to her left
land disappeared
between shelving
units.

INick could have stopped her
When she initially started
moving, but he just stood
watching her. So now what?
INick wondered. Do I go back
towards the offices under the
lassumption that she was lying
land access to the underground
was, in fact, back there? Do |
turn around and follow her
towards the other end of the
warehouse into potentially other|
traps in the hope of finding an
elevator or stairs? Or do I just
say “Fuck it” and leave this place|
since it’s likely, because they
lsomehow knew he was going to
be here, that there is nothing
lhere for him to find?
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[Kathy looked back at Nick. “She’s a damned assassin, Nicky. You know that, don’t you? She’s here to kill you.”
INick glanced at Svana and then back to Kathy. “She’s never lied to me.”

“she’s likely a traitor to her country and she will kill you if she gets a chance—for the hell of it.” Kathy said.
“she already had the chance.” Nick said.

[Kathy waved a hand. “She’s
just toying with you. She will
ill you just for the fun of it

ihis head. “No. She’s not.”
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“That is very impressive, Niko.” Svana said squatting on the top
lof the stack. She disappeared and in what seemed like an instant
|later she was standing next to the heavy door at the end of the
warehouse. She watched him.

Nick didn’t move. He watched her. She turned to
what looked like a small panel next to the door.
|She typed in a code and after a loud clicking
Isound she pulled the heavy door open.

|Svana turned to look back at Nick. She slid
through the door and into the whatever lay
beyond it.

Glided was right, Nick thought. She
moved...impressively.

“Niko.” Svana’s voice called from
lbeyond the door.
Nick’s feet were moving before
his mind was fully engaged. He
knew he was being led around,
but he had to be sure that this
ite was, in fact, empty of
lanything of interest. He was
pretty sure, now, that it was, but
he told himself he was just doing
his due diligence. He walked
through the door.
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"Of course they’re not.” Nick said sarcastically. There was a soft sound to Nick’s

right and he turned to see Svana standing about twenty feet from him. He was

impressed at how quickly and quietly she moved. He also thought it was pretty
gutsy of her to stand so near him. He knew that she was aware of his capabilities.

She either thought that somehow she could move fast enough to avoid being hurt
by him or she thought he....

Bt

Damn, she’s beautiful. Anger swept through him.
He didn’t want to think that about her, but it just

crashed through his mind. No. No, he was not [\
going to be distracted by this one. Not again. He

was almost angry enough to fling her into the far
block wall. Instead, he took a couple more steps

toward the door of the warehouse.
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