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Foreword


Youth of delight, come hither,
 And see the opening morn,
 Image of truth new-born.

William Blake, Voice of the Ancient Bard

I like nonsense, it wakes up the brain cells.
 Fantasy is a necessary ingredient in living.

Theodor Seuss Geisel, a.k.a. Dr. Seuss



Children are natural storytellers. What they experience, what they learn, what they feel each and every day during their ascent from infancy to adulthood is frequently expressed in the form of stories or anecdotes they hear from friends and family. And that’s exactly what happens in a good monologue. A character learns or conveys an important bit of information — a sudden comprehension, perhaps, or even wisdom of a kind — about himself and his world.

More children are acquiring an interest in theatre at an ever earlier age. And more elementary school teachers are discovering the value of drama in teaching basic curricula. This book is designed to assist both specialists and non-specialists help their students ease into the basics of acting. For children just starting in theatre, the monologue is the simplest way to instantly become an “actor” with lines that captivate an audience and culminate in an emotional punchline or resolution

For those children who will continue in theatre, the monologue is a crucial foundation for an actor’s development. A monologue is more than a mere audition piece; it is a means of mastering the very essence of depicting character.

A good monologue is an effective monologue, effective in compelling your audience to listen to you and only you, to be caught up and confined totally in the Moment of You. And yet at the same time to be transported beyond you to other people, other places, other times. Maybe even transported somewhere deep inside themselves … a place they might seldom venture, or thought they’d forgotten, or wondered if they’d ever reach.

The key to unlocking the character in a monologue? Language. Each one of us on this planet uses language in a distinctive way that imprints our uniqueness as thinking, sentient beings. The language we choose to relate to the world — and to ourselves — reveals much about who we think we are and who we think we can be. When combined with appropriate gesture and intonation, words allow the character in a monologue to emerge and take shape before your very eyes.

These monologues are suitable for both girls and boys and can easily be altered to fit the actor’s individual circumstance. Actors should feel free to change a word or two here and there, if needed, and to adapt a monologue to their gender or home town or personal history or situation. The more personal the monologue is to the actor, the more power the actor can summon in delivery.

Why? Because power and personality are two things that define a monologue. A good monologue (i.e., a monologue that captures and holds the attention of listeners) is all about character, all about crystallizing for just a vital few moments the essence of a character and expressing that essence in a novel, exciting, memorable manner.

Some set-up directions have been provided to enhance the actor’s understanding of the situation and event sequence; these can be done in mime, unless you really do have a toothbrush or slinky or puddle handy. But to develop better acting technique, an actor should strive to do the monologue without props. It’s a skill that will come in handy when you’re at an audition and handed a fresh side that says: “character walks on a tight rope above Grand Canyon carrying a stuffed polka-dot mongoose.”

These monologues are marked by a strong element of fantasy, hence the title “Wild and Wacky.” Childhood is a time when Imagination rules supreme, and Imagination is the center of Art. As has been demonstrated time and again over the centuries, “fantasy” is often the best way to understand and express the “reality” of our world.

In reading this book, have fun meeting sixty new people and making sixty new friends. Each one of these monologues is a child, and they’re waiting to talk to you, eager to let you know what’s on their minds. Listen, and you’ll definitely learn a few things about their world — and yours.

L.E. McCullough
 Teach Áthas
 Woodbridge, New Jersey





CAT AND MOUSE

I walked into my room last night and saw my cat Cocoa playing with a mouse. Hisss! Mrrrowww! Eeeek! It was terrible! She chased the poor little thing all over the desk. Up and down and down and up, Hisss! Mrrrowww! Eeeek! Hisss! Mrrrowww! Eeeek! till finally — she caught it! Then she got on the Internet and ordered some new cat toys. You see, my cat was playing with a computer mouse! When my dad finds out Cocoa used his credit card to order those toys, she’s going to be in the dog house!
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