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INTRODUCTION

It is generally accepted that the wooden fishing boats built in the period between the end of the Second World War and the 1970s were among the most handsome in the Scottish fleet, but sadly age and the inevitable march of progress has seen many of these graceful craft now phased out and fall victim to the saw and torch. This is a factor which has naturally resulted in many of the boats included being recorded as they are being decommissioned. At the time of construction, many of these were designed for a specific mode of fishing which has now changed, leaving the boats to compete with modern vessels designed to satisfy a new set of parameters. The changes in design, construction and economics from the original conditions leave many of these wooden boats as relics of an earlier era. It is for this reason that I have decided to dedicate this volume to these graceful craft.

Initially most wooden boats were built by builders who relied purely on their own innate skill and tradition to fashion these craft; however, the introduction of statutory regulations pertaining to stability and freeboard, as well as other categories, resulted in the designs being prepared by professional designers and naval architects who co-operated with the builders and owners to implement these requirements.



* * *



Many of the wooden boats were replaced by steel boats, initially the majority being built by the Campbeltown Shipyard and John Lewis of Aberdeen.

The former, a subsidiary of the parent Lithgow group of shipbuilders, built a whole series of very successful boats in varying sizes, and the Aberdeen builders introduced a number of variants of the equally successful Spinningdale class, which in turn were an obvious development of the so-called Sputnik boats. All of these were instrumental in replacing the ageing and increasingly uneconomic near-water trawlers which operated out of Aberdeen.

Although they represented a different style and appearance from the wooden boats most of these were good looking with shapely hulls. In fact, some of these had finer lines than the wooden boats of the same era, which were beginning to be built with much fuller hulls to take advantage of new rules which encouraged a heavier displacement hull on a limited overall length.

The later steel boats were of an entirely different shape, mirroring the fuller lines of the later wooden boats, and with a few exceptions were either of double or single chine. The universal adoption of bulbous bows was also applied to quite small craft, down to and below the 10m class.

I have tried to employ as wide a scope as possible to illustrate the many facets of wooden construction, from the preparation of the keel and frames through to the final and inevitable sad resting place. The publisher’s inclusion of a selection of colour shots is most welcome, and I have included three such views of my own paintings.

As many readers will know, it is sometimes difficult to keep track of the numerous changes of fishing boat names and registration numbers; given that this volume was compiled early in 2012 it will be unsurprising if some of the data is out of date or erroneous by the time of publication. If so, I ask readers’ indulgence and I hope that any enjoyment is not diminished.


1

WOODEN BOATS OF ALL SIZES

Perhaps it is ironic that it is only when we see the wooden boats being broken up, or in early stages of construction, that we can appreciate the scale of the effort required to fashion the fairly large baulks of timber into the final shape and form designed to withstand the stresses of wind, sea and weather; though the final elegant and graceful result remains a true testament to the builder’s art. Readers will note a fair number of illustrations which show the boats hauled out on a slipway. These are included to allow for study of the underwater shape, which can only be guessed at from the usual viewpoints, at sea or alongside.

The last boat builders in Scotland constructing big wooden fishing boats were the Macduff Shipbuilders, who took the progression of these vessels to possibly the final stage of development suitable for any viable variant of fishing.
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Floreat INS147

My post on a website created some debate as to her origins, but this is possibly the boat of this name built by Walter Reekie at St Monans in 1927 as Floreat AH32; later becoming SH15 and INS147.

[image: images]

Casemar LH502

The last wooden boat of its class built by J. & G. Forbes at Sandhaven in 1995, seen here with varnished hull, being towed into Fraserburgh Harbour to be fitted out. She was renamed Prevail II PD346 in 2008. She moved to Skye in 2009 and took the name Asteria BRD250.
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Deejay BF257

Built at Macduff for Fleetwood owners in 1977, she fished as a side trawler and was also rigged for scalloping in the Irish Sea. The three-quarter shelter deck was added later. She was decommissioned in 2002.
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Zephyr INS6

Built at Dunbar by William Weatherhead and Blackie in 1969, typical of their shapely designs. This photograph emphasises the graceful tuck of the stern.
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In 1984 Zephyr INS6 landed 20 tons of herring at Inverness, the last such landing there. She has now been transformed into a motor yacht with a light-blue-painted hull. However, the obligatory large wheelhouse and deckhouse cannot disguise her original graceful lines.
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Green Pastures BF4

Built as yard No 131 in 1954 by Herd & McKenzie as Green Pastures BF4. She was renamed Provider TT18 and later was used on the Clyde and based at Cardwell Bay at Gourock for mooring and angling trips as Spectrum. Seen lying ashore at Fairlie a few years ago.
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Enterprise LK447

This was the biggest boat by David Howarth at Scalloway, Shetland, launched on 22 March 1947 for a Burra Isle partnership and fitted with a Norwegian 120bhp Wichmann engine and variable pitch propeller. This was the fastest boat in the Scottish fleet at the time at 10 knots. She fished very successfully and was later sold to Orkney in 1964. Being fairly fine lined forward, she trimmed well down by the head with a big catch. After decommissioning she was converted to a yacht.
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Attain BF97

This boat was the first transom-sterned boat built by the Macduff Boatbuilding & Engineering Co. when she was launched as a seine netter in 1971. In 1974 she was renumbered PD332, substantially modified by addition of a shelter deck and new wheelhouse, and later rigged for pair trawling. She was decommissioned in 2002.
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Vigilant UL55

The Vigilant was one of the shapely boats built by Alexander Noble at Girvan in 1968. Originally having the number SY28 and rigged as a ring-net boat, she was renumbered in October 1977. She made her last departure rigged as a trawler from Lossiemouth in February 2011 to be decommissioned and scrapped at Macduff.
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Another view of Vigilant on the Macduff slip. Whilst waiting to be scrapped, some local enthusiasts wishing to preserve some of the tradition of fishing at Lossiemouth arranged to have her wheelhouse lifted off intact for possible preservation.
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Daisy PD433

Built by Richard Irvin at Peterhead in 1963 as replacement for Daisy 334, which was lost in the North Sea in August 1962; the crew were picked up by a Danish boat after over twenty hours in a life raft. She was sold in 1974 and renamed and numbered Scottish Maid BF222. She moved to Orkney in 1979 and took number K553, being lost two years later at Staxigoe.
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Lilacina BF395

Built by Forbes at Sandhaven in 1953, sold in the 1970s and renumbered LH205. Since then she has been untraceable.
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Embrace BCK21

Built by Macduff Engineering in 1954, she was later skippered by a Norwegian who had escaped to Buckie during the Second World War and settled there, after marrying a local girl. Embrace was sold out of fishing in 1976 for conversion to a motor yacht.
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Vesper II FR453

The Vesper II FR453, seen here at Lossiemouth, was an example of a small zulu-sterned boat which was built at Fraserburgh in 1911. Initially these boats were rigged with sails, but gradually they were fitted with inboard engines. At one time she replaced her full-depth rudder and had an under-slung rudder supporting an extension to the aft end of the keel. After sale she was registered as KY36 in 1972, based at Pittenweem, and then AA36.
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Vesper, seen lying at Buckie, shows the extreme rake of the sternpost on a zulu. Much of the former timber has been cut off and it is likely that she had an under-slung rudder during her motor fishing career.
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Floreat AH68

Built by Jones at Buckie as yard No 174 in 1980 as Ardency INS262, she was unusual in having two Gardner diesels geared to single shaft, later replaced by a single Cat. After moving to Fraserburgh in 1993 and being renamed Golden Gain FR59, her next move was to Arbroath, where she was renamed Floreat AH68, replacing the Sharridale AH68 which sank in 1997.
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Julie Anne BCK140

Built as yard No 267 by Herd & McKenzie at Buckie in 1977 for Buckie owners, she moved to Fraserburgh and was renamed Three Sisters FR96. Converted to trawling in 2000, she next moved to Mallaig, before being decommissioned and broken up in 2001.
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Marguerita INS136

She ran trials in December 1945 as the 61.5ft motor fishing vessel (MFV) 326, which was built by Brooke Marine at Oulton Broad in East Anglia for the Admiralty. She was sold to private
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