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  Chapter one
THE LITTLE BOOK OF HORARY RULES


A Complete Guide to Traditional Question Astrology

Including the Quantitative Scoring System

Ken Saunders

4Phases.com








  
  For Lonnie,

who asked the questions that mattered most.








  
  Chapter two
Chapter 1: Introduction


Horary Astrology is the ancient art of answering precise, heartfelt questions by casting a chart for the exact moment the question is sincerely understood. 
Unlike natal astrology, which unfolds a lifetime, horary deals with one focused situation—a single yes, no, or when. The method works because time itself carries intention: the heavens at that instant mirror the querent's circumstance.
This guide consolidates traditional doctrine and modern best practice into one unified, structured approach. It is designed to be both a teaching manual and a working reference for day-to-day horary judgment.
Use This Manual To:
	Evaluate whether a chart is radical and fit to judge

	Identify the correct significators for querent and quesited

	Interpret aspects, receptions, dignities, and timing

	Apply a numerical scoring system to measure testimony strength

	Reference William Lilly's essential dignities and classical rulerships

	Learn through worked examples and a practical checklist

	Understand the philosophical and ethical foundation of the art



The goal is disciplined clarity—to combine method, intuition, and reverence for the craft.
"The stars incline, they do not compel."
— Traditional astrological maxim






  
  Chapter three
PART ONE: FOUNDATIONS


Part One lays the groundwork: how to confirm a chart is worth judging, who and what the planets represent, and the interpretive considerations that must be checked before analysis begins. 






  
  Chapter four
Chapter 2: Considerations Before Judgment


Before judging any horary chart, the astrologer must confirm that the figure is radical—that is, that it truly describes the matter and is safe to interpret. 
These 'Considerations Before Judgment' originated in medieval and Renaissance practice, notably William Lilly's Christian Astrology (1647). They ensure the chart reflects a legitimate question, not confusion, chance, or emotional turbulence.
2.1 Radicality and Fitness to Judge
A chart is radical when the heavens visibly correspond to the question and the querent's circumstance. This alignment gives the astrologer license to read the figure confidently.
Signs of radicality include:
	The Ascendant and its ruler accurately describe the querent's appearance, temperament, or current condition

	The planetary hour agrees by nature or rulership with the Ascendant sign or its ruler

	The chart 'feels right': key placements mirror the situation being asked about



If the chart feels off, or several warning conditions appear, suspend judgment until clarity returns.
2.2 Warning Conditions
Note: These conditions are guidelines, not absolute prohibitions. An experienced astrologer may proceed cautiously, noting the warning as part of the interpretation.






  
  Chapter five

Understanding Each Consideration
The table above gives the traditional conditions at a glance. What follows is a fuller explanation of each one — what it means in practice, why it matters, and how to handle it when you encounter it. 
Ascendant 0°–3° — Too Early: When the Ascendant falls in the first three degrees of a sign, the chart is considered premature. The situation being asked about has not yet fully formed. The querent may not have all the relevant facts, the circumstances may still be shifting, or the question itself may not yet be ripe for judgment. This is not a fault of the querent — it simply reflects a moment when the matter is still gestating. The traditional advice is to withhold judgment and invite the querent to return when the situation has developed. In practice, you will sometimes find that the querent returns within days with new information that changes the question entirely, confirming the chart's self-awareness.
Ascendant 27°–29° — Too Late: A late-degree Ascendant signals that the matter is already effectively decided, whether or not the querent knows it. The situation has passed its critical moment. Judging such a chart often yields an answer that confirms what has already happened rather than predicting what will. This is not the same as a negative outcome — the matter may have resolved favorably already. But the chart is telling you that the window for intervention or meaningful choice has closed. Deliver your judgment accordingly: frame it in terms of what has already been set in motion rather than what the querent can still influence.
Moon Void of Course — Nothing Will Come of the Matter: This is one of the most powerful and most debated of the considerations. A void of course Moon — one that makes no more applying Ptolemaic aspects before leaving its current sign — traditionally indicates that the matter will come to nothing, that actions taken will fizzle, or that the situation is already beyond meaningful intervention. Lilly stated this plainly and used it consistently.
The nuances of void of course interpretation are covered in detail in section 4.9. The key practical point here is that a void Moon does not automatically invalidate a chart — it is a testimony, one of several to be weighed. In trivial or routine questions, void often simply means the situation resolves itself without drama. In urgent or complex questions, it is a serious warning that deserves full weight.
Moon Via Combusta (15° Libra – 15° Scorpio) — Emotional Instability: The Via Combusta, or Burning Way, is a stretch of the zodiac traditionally associated with instability, danger, and corrupted judgment. When the Moon transits this zone, she is considered to be in a state of particular difficulty — deprived of her natural moisture and calm, surrounded by the malefic fixed stars and the debility of both Scorpio's nature and Libra's fall for Saturn. A chart cast with the Moon in Via Combusta suggests the querent is emotionally compromised, under unusual stress, or operating in genuinely dangerous conditions.
There are traditional exceptions: the Moon in Libra between 15° and 19° is sometimes considered acceptable because of the presence of the fixed star Spica and the exaltation degree of Saturn in that range. But as a general rule, Via Combusta is treated as a warning to proceed with particular care and compassion. The querent is not in the best state to receive or act on a judgment.
Saturn in the 7th House — Impaired Judgment: The 7th house in a horary chart represents the astrologer — the one consulting or being consulted, the other party in the interpretive relationship. Saturn placed there is a traditional warning that the astrologer's own judgment may be impaired, biased, or constrained. This could reflect the astrologer's personal entanglement in the matter (reading charts for yourself or for someone close to you), exhaustion, distraction, or simply an unfavorable moment for this type of work.
The honest practitioner takes this seriously. If Saturn is in the 7th, note it openly. Acknowledge that your judgment may be less reliable than usual, and proceed with explicit humility. Some practitioners refuse to judge such charts at all; others proceed with heightened self-scrutiny. Either approach is defensible. What is not defensible is ignoring the warning and reading with false confidence.
Ascendant Ruler Combust — The Querent is Overwhelmed: Combustion occurs when a planet is within approximately 8° of the Sun, absorbed by the Sun's light and deprived of independent expression. When the Ascendant ruler is combust, the querent is in a state of being overwhelmed, hidden, or consumed by forces larger than themselves. They may lack the power or visibility to act effectively, or their situation may be so entangled with authority, ego, or external power that their own agency is suppressed.
A combust querent significator does not automatically negate the chart, but it tells you something important about the querent's condition. Whatever judgment you deliver, frame it with awareness that the querent is not operating from a position of full strength. This is also relevant when the quesited's significator is combust: the thing being sought is diminished, hidden, or not what it appears to be.
Malefics Angular — Strain and Obstruction: When Saturn or Mars occupy an angular house — the 1st, 4th, 7th, or 10th — they are at their most powerful and most actively harmful. Their presence on the angles signals that difficulty, conflict, danger, or obstruction is a prominent feature of the situation being asked about. This is not simply a negative scoring factor; it is a statement about the environment of the question.
Saturn angular often describes a situation heavy with delay, restriction, loss, or cold reality. Mars angular describes urgency, conflict, aggression, or danger. The house they occupy identifies where the strain is concentrated: Saturn in the 1st afflicts the querent directly; Mars in the 7th suggests the other party is aggressive or the situation is adversarial. Read the angular malefic as a major environmental testimony, not merely as a point deduction.
Benefics Angular — Grace and Protection: Jupiter or Venus angular are among the most welcome testimonies in a horary chart. They signal that the situation, whatever its difficulties, is cushioned by good fortune, goodwill, or divine favor. A benefic on the Ascendant suggests the querent is protected or well-positioned regardless of other difficulties. A benefic on the 10th often indicates a favorable outcome in career or public matters. A benefic on the 7th suggests the other party is well-disposed.
The benefics angular do not guarantee a positive outcome — they are one testimony among several — but they consistently indicate that the situation has more grace operating within it than the surface difficulties might suggest. When a chart looks difficult but Jupiter is angular, look for the hidden mercy.
The Spirit of the Considerations
Taken together, the considerations before judgment serve a single purpose: they ask you to confirm, before you read a single aspect, that this chart is fit to be read and that you are fit to read it. They are not obstacles or excuses to avoid difficult questions. They are a practitioner's discipline — a moment of honest self-assessment before the interpretive work begins.
The experienced horary astrologer develops a feel for these conditions that goes beyond mechanical checking. A chart with three or four warning conditions simultaneously is telling you something collectively, not just individually: this is not the right moment, for this question, at this time. Respecting that message is an act of professional integrity. Overriding it in order to give an answer — any answer — is the error most likely to produce unreliable judgments and erode a practitioner's confidence in the art.
Check the considerations
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