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If you find yourself wanting to get closer to Jesus and don't know how, write to me either by email or by letter.
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It has been a joy to read the books “Something to Brew On” followed by

“Something Else to Brew On”. Let me be honest, I acquired the first book just to

support my Son-In-Law in his efforts of writing the book. However, once I began

reading, the stories came to life! Reason being, they are real stories in which he

has experienced. Once you began to read these short stories and the scriptures in

which John so fittingly places with each, you find hope, strength and truly find that

God is on our side. Jesus is fighting for you in the mist of your battle.

I met John after my youngest daughter, Kristina, and he began to date. Once I

learned that it was a serious relationship, as any concerned father would do, I

called his pastor Rev. James Whitehead. I asked Bro Whitehead to be open and

honest with me about this man named John Ballard. Again, as any father, I only

wanted the best for Kristina! I am so proud to say as I am now able to look back,

John has lived up to the report that my wife and I received about John. Yes, he has

had his valleys, he has experienced pain, he has lived through some

disappointments. But he has come through them with his head held high for he

knows in whom his strength lies. It is to that one, whose name is Jesus, that John

so clearly gives all the credit to.

So once again, sit back and allow this book to encourage you, build your faith, and

understand that God is able with ANY situation to bring you through it victorious!

—Pastor Robert Pfantz
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New year, new me. I'm sure you've heard that before. Yep, it's the New Year and time for people to make those New Year resolutions that they usually give in around the third week of January. It is usually the plan to eat better, work out more, get in shape or maybe it's to save more money. Whatever it is, people somehow like the idea of committing to these things at the beginning of the New Year. After a short time though they begin to wean off of this newfound motivation. 

So, the problem is that it's not really a resolution that they've made. It was a decision to try and do better. Why do I say it was not a resolution? Well, it's simple. A resolution is defined as the quality of being determined or resolute a firm decision to do or not to do something. You see they were not resolved or determined to the task. Another word for it is to be steadfast. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58 KJV).

I say you should make a resolution.  A firm resolution that you are determined to stick to for the rest of your life. To be steadfast in living for God. To follow Jesus, not just until it gets hard, but from here on out. To endure unto the end just as Jesus did for us. As it says in Hebrews 12:1-2 (ISV) Therefore, having so vast a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, and throwing off everything that hinders us and especially the sin that so easily entangles us, let us keep running with endurance the race set before us, fixing our attention on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of the faith, who, in view of the joy set before him, endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

The previous chapter of Hebrews speaks of all those who endured and kept the faith. Let's be determined to keep the faith. Be committed to this and never turn back. Know that you may start with motivation, but you'll have to finish with determination. 

So, press on toward the goal. 

Philippians 3:12-14 WEB 12 Not that I have already obtained, or am already made perfect; but I press on, that I may take hold of that for which also I was taken hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brothers, I don’t regard myself as yet having taken hold, but one thing I do: forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
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I was sitting at our kitchen table one evening eating supper. Suddenly there was a loud roar that you could hear in the distance. I knew that it was just a truck with loud pipes. Living in the country, I'm used to the sound, so I didn't really pay any attention to it. My son Isaac did though. He asks, “What was that?” I told him that it was just a truck. He then replies, “I think it was the devil.” I replied, “No it's not the devil. I told you that it was a truck and that's what it is. Everything is not the devil.” Though this may have been an innocent and maybe even humorous encounter it has a lesson in it. 

The Pharisees were guilty of giving the devil credit when they didn't understand Jesus. They said This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils (Matthew 12:24 KJV). They didn't understand the supernatural power that Jesus had and because they didn't understand it, they accredited it to the devil. 

Sometimes things happen in our lives that we don't understand. All too often our immediate response is, “It's the devil.” The car breaks down, it's the devil. Ain't got enough money, it's the devil. Can't find a job, it's the devil. Bills piling up, you guessed it, it's the devil. No, it's not, it's most of the time just life. Now I know that the enemy can attack and cause turmoil. Yes, many of these very things can be an attack. 

Also know that it says this about the devil in Isaiah 14:16 (ISV) “Those who see you will stare at you. They will wonder about you: ‘Is this the man who made the earth tremble,  who made kingdoms quake. Yes, people will look at him and say, “This guy, this is the one that everyone was scared of?”

Now, we must not be ignorant of his devices (2 Corinthians 2:11 KJV). Plus, we must be clear-minded and alert. Your opponent, the devil, is prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8 ISV).

But a lot of times, like I said, it's just life. As a coworker told me once, “I know who my worst enemy is. The one that causes me the most problems. Because I look at him in the mirror every morning.” Sometimes our problems are the results of the bad choices that we've made. We go buy a car that we can't afford, we go out to eat with no regards to our bank account. Then when we don't have money, we want to shift the blame. No, we're just not good stewards. What am I trying to say here? One thing is to quit giving the devil credit for everything, he's not that powerful. Secondly, understand sometimes it's just life. It's not somebody out to get you. Finally, we should take responsibility for our own actions and make sure we aren't the person that is out to get us. 

Matthew 5:45 ISV ...he makes his sun rise on both evil and good people, and he lets rain fall on the righteous and the unrighteous.
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I have unfortunately known a few people that once lived a life dedicated to serving God, that decided to walk away for whatever reason. I had knowledge of one particular man that did this. When he did serve God, he was having a positive effect on people that no one else could reach. For some reason though he decided to rebel against God and walk away. How many people other than himself did this man affect by doing this? Who could he have reached? How would it have affected his family? Unfortunately, his family, that is his descendants, are known to those around them as troublemakers. They are known for alcohol and drug abuse. This is a sad thing that transpired because one man decided to rebel. 

We find in 1 Samuel 15 a sad story of rebellion. God instructs Samuel (the man of God) to direct Saul to utterly destroy Amalek. He is told to destroy everything. He decides to keep the king of Amalek (Agag) alive and the best of the spoils. 

Samuel arrives and rebukes Saul for this. Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning, it was told Samuel, saying, Saul came to Carmel, and, behold, he set him up a place, and is gone about, and passed on, and gone down to Gilgal. And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the LORD: I have performed the commandment of the LORD. And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? And Saul said, They have brought them from the Amalekites: for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed. Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what the LORD hath said to me this night. And he said unto him, Say on. And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the LORD anointed thee king over Israel? And the LORD sent thee on a journey, and said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against them until they be consumed. Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the LORD, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the LORD? And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and have gone the way which the LORD sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God in Gilgal. And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. And as Samuel turned about to go away, he laid hold upon the skirt of his mantle, and it rent. And Samuel said unto him, The LORD hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this day, and hath given it to a neighbour of thine, that is better than thou (1 Samuel 15: 12-28 KJV).

––––––––
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Saul tries to defend himself and say that he did do what God commended, even in the presence of the evidence of his rebellion. What did his rebellion cost him? He lost all his conviction. When Saul began to rule Israel he had all the witches removed (1 Samuel 28:3). He had lost this conviction and found himself seeking out the very thing that he once fought against (1 Samuel 28:7). He spends his last night alive in a witches house, being fed by her. He and most of his sons die in battle (1 Samuel 31). 

Saul lost his position in the kingdom. He lost his conviction for Godly things. He lost his family and finally his own life. This is what rebellion brings into your life. 

Now what about what Samuel said in verse 1 Samuel 15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. How is rebellion like witchcraft you may ask. Because when you rebel against God's commands you are aligning yourself with spirits that are not of God. How then is stubbornness like Idolatry? Because when you are being stubborn against the things of God you are setting yourself up as an idol in your own life. 

When you decide that you know better than God then this is what you set yourself up for. When the man of God preaches something that God has given him and you think there is no need for you to listen to it. Then you are rebelling against God. You may think, “No, I just don't agree with what he (the man of God) says.” Neither did Saul. 

Be careful that you don't find yourself living in rebellion and creating a heritage of destruction and decay. Instead, Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up (James 4:10 KJV).

Ephesians 4:29-32 NHEB 29 Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your mouth, but such as is good for building up as the need may be, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, outcry, and slander, be put away from you, with all malice. 32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, just as God also in Christ forgave you.

Hebrews 13:17 WEB Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they watch on behalf of your souls, as those who will give account, that they may do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be unprofitable for you. 
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I was once asked by a couple of coworkers this question. “At what point in an argument should you stop arguing with your wife?” My response was, “When you start! Because at the point that you start arguing, you're no longer communicating, but rather trying to prove your point and win an argument. If one of you wins, then somebody has to lose. If one of you loses, then you both lose.” 

1 Peter 3:7 (KJV) Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.

As husbands we must honor our wives. One definition of honor is to place her in high value in your life that cannot be changed. As the weaker vessel. Now I know most folks probably read this and get sideways. Notice though that it does not say wives are actually weaker in any specific way. Rather, husbands must honor their wives "as" they would honor or care for something more fragile than themselves. The point is how husbands must be protectors of their wives. We could delve into this, but that is a subject for another time.

Look what happens in Job 2:9-10 (KJV) Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die. But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips.

Many people have cast judgment upon Job's wife for this comment. Notice that God never rebuked her. Job did, but should he have? I'm not saying that what he said was wrong. Because he was correct in saying What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? But should he have said it to her in a more loving manner? Should he have protected her and comforted her? She lost everything that Job had lost. Mothers are instinctively more sensitive, caring and nurturing towards their children and she just lost them all. Maybe Job should have placed her in higher value as a precious vessel that needed his protection. She was the only person that could totally relate to him at this point and his way that he could have other children. Not that other children would replace the ones lost.  

Now back to 1 Peter. It also says that we are heirs together. Not higher or lower, but equal heirs. Also it addresses, being in contention with each other can hinder your prayers, this applies to both parties. Just like heirs can get into contention and drag out for years an inheritance or blessing they should receive. We can get into contention with each other and hold up the things of God in our lives. 

Let's look next in Ephesians. 

Ephesians 5:25-29 (KJV) Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

So as men we are supposed to love our wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it. That is a high value to lay down your life for something. That's exactly what we are supposed to do if necessary is lay down our lives for our wives. Sometimes though that may not necessarily mean our physical death. It may mean our own desires. We may have to sometimes lay down what we want and allow something they want instead. We can't always have things our way. Now this goes both ways of course. Sometimes though what we have to lay down is our nature. It talks about nourishing and cherishing. That's not always in a man's nature to do, but it's what we must do. 

1 Timothy 5:8 (NET) But if someone does not provide for his own, especially his own family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

We are good at providing financially, but that is not all that our wives need for us to provide. They need a shoulder to lean on, an ear to listen, a loving embrace after an emotional day. You see, providing is much more than financial. It's providing emotional support. It's being their strength when they have none. There are some pretty strong words following if we refuse this: denying the faith and being worse than an unbeliever.

We should make sure that not only the safest place for our wives is in our presence, but also the safest place for their reputation should be in our words. We should not be destroying our wives with our words. In their presence or away from them. That's not nourishing and cherishing. That's not kind. We're supposed to protect them. That means completely. 

Protect their reputation, just as Joseph being a just man wanted to protect Mary's reputation (Matthew 1:19). Protect their heart. I've heard it said the man may be the head of the home, but the woman is the heart of the home. If your wife is the heart of the home then Above everything else guard your heart, because from it flow the springs of life (Proverbs 4:23 ISV).

She's your friend, guard her life with yours. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends (John 15:13 KJV). Your wife is your other half. She is the one that you have sworn to spend the rest of your life with. Invest in her, she is your future. Honor her.

Colossians 3:19 (KJV) Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.

I'd like to share two other translations because I feel like they give a deeper perspective.

Colossians 3:19 (ISV) Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them.

Colossians 3:19 (Easy English) Husbands, love your wives and be kind to them.
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I was having a conversation with a friend, who was having trouble forgiving someone. They knew that they needed to, but just couldn't find it within themselves to do it. We talked for a while and as the conversation progressed, we changed subjects a few times. He later on the conversation brings up something that was bothering him. Two of his close family members were angry with each other and because of this getting people together for any type of event was nearly impossible. One or both of them would not show up for the event. He then said, "I wish they'd just forgive each other." To which I replied, "You mean like you need to forgive these others?" He said in realization, “Yeah.” I then told him that his friends were drowning in the same unforgiveness that he was in. He needed to learn how to swim out of this in order to reach out a hand to help pull them out.

The only way to do this is to link hands with Jesus. Jesus can teach you to forgive. As He said in Matthew 11:29 Learn of/from me. Just as Jesus reached out and grabbed Peter's hand and kept him from drowning, he can reach out and grab your hand too. 

Matthew 6:14-15 (ISV) Because if you forgive people their offenses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive people their offenses, your Father will not forgive your offenses.”

There is a wonderful promise here and a stark warning as well. A wonderful promise of forgiveness when we forgive others. The warning that if we don't forgive then we can't receive forgiveness. If we refuse to forgive someone then we lock the very door that we must go through. 

Matthew 18:24-35 (ISV) When he had begun to settle the accounts, a person who owed him 10,000 talents was brought to him. Because he couldn’t pay, his master ordered him, his wife, his children, and everything that he owned to be sold so that payment could be made. Then the servant fell down and bowed low before him, saying, ‘Be patient with me, and I will repay you everything!’ The master of that servant had compassion and released him, canceling his debt. “But when that servant went away, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him, seized him by the throat, and said, ‘Pay what you owe!’ Then his fellow servant fell down and began begging him, ‘Be patient with me and I will repay you!’ But he refused and had him thrown into prison until he could repay the debt. “When his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were very disturbed and went and reported to their master everything that had occurred. Then his master sent for him and told him, ‘You evil servant! I canceled that entire debt for you because you begged me. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ In anger his master handed him over to the jailers until he could repay the entire debt. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each one of you unless you forgive your brother from your hearts.”

The evil servant here had received a magnificent blessing of being forgiven a debt that he could not pay. When he had the opportunity to forgive someone else he refused. What happened next? His debt was reinstated. He became responsible for his debt again. Jesus paid our debt that we owed. If we refuse to forgive then we are then responsible for our debt of sin. For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses (Matthew 6:14-15 KJV).

We should not have room for unforgiveness in our lives. Jesus has forgiven us too much for us to harbor unforgiveness towards anyone. Set yourself free. Yes yourself. The chains of unforgiveness are not holding the perpetrator, but you. You are effectively making yourself a prisoner of your own unforgiveness. 

Luke 6:36-38 (KJV) 

36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 

37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: 

38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

We all like to use verse 38 in reference to money. I'm not saying that it doesn't mean that or that principle doesn't apply. But what was Jesus talking about? Look what happens if you just take out the verse break and read it as a sentence. He literally said forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

If you give mercy and forgiveness, then you will receive the same in abundance. Give forgiveness as freely as you have received it. Leave no room for unforgiveness in your life. 

Colossians 3:13 ISV Be tolerant of one another and forgive each other if anyone has a complaint against another. Just as the Lord has forgiven you, you also should forgive.
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The Pinocchio Disorder
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I'm sure you've heard about the story of Pinocchio. The little boy that had been turned from wood into a real boy. He then finds himself in a situation where he thinks lying is the best way out. He gets himself in a world of trouble that he could have avoided had he just told the truth. 

Well did you know that there is a thing called the "Pinocchio disorder?" It is a psychological condition characterized by compulsive lying. People with this disorder often fabricate elaborate and exaggerated stories that may be rooted in a desire for attention, validation, or to manipulate others.

I do not think people with this problem started with extravagant lies. No, they probably started with something small. Then once they seemingly got away with it, they continued to grow their lies just like Pinocchio's nose. These people often believe that they are getting away with their lies. Usually though what they are doing is creating a reputation with people. While reading this you've probably thought of someone that you just don't believe what they say because of this very thing. 

Even if they do get away with lying to people though, they won't with God. God does not like lying. It says in Proverbs 12:22 (KJV) Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his delight.

You may think, "Well it's not that big of a deal." It says in Revelation 21:27 (KJV) And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.

That's a very big deal. To miss heaven over a lie. Notice it separates those who lie from those written in the Lamb's book of life. 

So why am I talking about this? Because there is someone out there that struggles with lying. Be it a self confidence thing where they "need" that attention or validation. There could be many reasons people feel the need to lie. I am reaching for that person that has struggled with this. This is a very serious matter that can cause you to lose out with God. Whatever benefits you think you are getting are nothing to be compared to losing your soul. For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul (Mark 8:36 KJV)?

Is it really worth it to you to hold onto your treasure chest of lies and lose God in the process? I plead with you now, find an altar of repentance. Turn from this sin that has gotten you tangled up in its web. Turn to God, ask for His forgiveness and help. 

Colossians 3:9 KJV Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds.
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Ready or Not 
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If you have ever played hide and seek you've heard these words. “Ready or not, here I come.” We always have a certain amount of time to get ready. That time may differ depending on circumstances. Who you're playing with, where you are, and many other things. The seeker or the person that is it will count to whatever number decided upon. That can be a difference as well depending on how fast or slow they count. Everyone frantically runs around trying to find the best hiding spot before the seeker is done counting. Because once they are done it doesn't matter if you have found your place or not, they are looking at this point. 

We read in Luke 19:10 (KJV) For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

Jesus is seeking that which was lost. We shouldn't be hiding from Him, but finding a place to make ourselves more visible to Him. Our place in the kingdom. Jesus said this in reference to the encounter with Zacchaeus. 

Luke 19:1-10 (KJV) And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature. And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

Zacchaeus being a small man could have easily hidden in the crowd. He could have hidden that he was rich and not offered to give to the poor. He could have hidden that he had most likely taken things wrongly. Zacchaeus wasn't hiding anything though. Zacchaeus put himself in a position to be seen openly by Jesus. 

This story is followed by the parable of the talents. I want to look at the one talent man, but for better understanding I will compare the same parable in Matthew. 

Luke 19:20+22 (KJV) And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin: And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant....

Matthew 25: 25-33 (KJV) And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.

You see the parable was not unrelated to Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus wasn't hiding. The one talent man was. When he was brought before the ruler he confessed that he had hidden what was given him. This reminds me of this verse: “No one lights a lamp and hides it under a bowl or puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts it on a lamp stand so that those who come in will see the light (Luke 8:16 ISV).

We are not supposed to hide the light that Jesus has given us. Notice that the parable of the talents is followed with judgment. Anytime you see weeping and gnashing of teeth it is serious. This is in reference to hell and the lake of fire. Immediately after this in Matthew, Jesus speaks of His return and the judgment of the world. 

1 Corinthians 11:28+31 (KJV) But let a man examine himself... For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.

We must examine and judge ourselves. Get out the magnifying glass of the Word and use it to search through our lives. Then we must apply what we have learned and be a doer. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed (James 1:25 KJV).

You may be thinking, why are you talking so dark? Well it's not a dark moment if you have made yourself ready. It is a glorious day. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure...(2 Peter 1:10 KJV). You see one day Jesus will say, “Ready or Not, here I come.” Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh (Matthew 24:44 KJV).

Matthew 5:14-16 ISV 

14 “You are the light of the world. A city located on a hill can’t be hidden.  

15 People don’t light a lamp and put it under a basket but on a lamp stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 

16 In the same way, let your light shine before people in such a way that they will see your good actions and glorify your Father in heaven.”
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It’s More Than A Feeling
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I was having a day in which I was feeling kinda down. It was just like I couldn't feel God. I tried praying, I tried reading the Word, I listened to preaching and worship music. At one point a thought hit me that I'd like to share with you. 

I'm called by many names: John Boy, Little John, Uncle John, Brother John, etc. My name though is John Ballard Jr. Yes I'm a Junior. Named after my Dad. My Dad passed away over 20 years ago. Although he has been gone so long I still miss him. You know that there isn't a time though that I don't "feel" like his son. Because it's not about feeling, I know I'm his son. Although I can't be in his presence and hear him speak to me, it does not affect how we are connected. Furthermore, I bear his name. I could never forget that he and I are connected. 

If we bear the name of Jesus it's not about feeling, it's about knowing. We know that He is with us. We know that He will not forsake us for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee (Hebrews 13:5 KJV).  If we know this, then we must trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding (Proverbs 3:5 KJV). Because our own understanding or feelings will lead us astray. Our feelings will make us feel like God is 100 miles away from us. God is omnipresent (meaning He is present everywhere at the same time) so He is always with us. It is impossible for us to be somewhere that He is not. Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me (Psalm 139:7-10 KJV).

You may think that you're going through a dark time and that God has abandoned you. The psalmist would write: If I say, “Surely the darkness will overwhelm me. The light around me will be night,” even the darkness doesn’t hide from you, but the night shines as the day. The darkness is like light to you (Psalm 139:11-12 WEB).

So if you're feeling down. If you can't feel God, then lean on your knowing God. Know that God is present and has not forsaken you. 

1 John 3:20 CEV But even if we don't feel at ease, God is greater than our feelings, and he knows everything. 

Romans 8:38-39 KJV 

38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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By Their Fruit
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I discovered a tree on the edge of our church property that I was very excited about. Because the leaves in this tree looked just like the leaves on my loquat tree (otherwise known as a Japanese plum tree) at home. I marked the tree so I could dig it up and transfer it to my property in the winter. I would check on the tree randomly looking for fruit. Sure enough one day there was fruit. It didn't look like the plums that a loquat would produce though. Instead of a soft sweet plum I was dealing with something hard. With some research I discovered that this was not in fact a loquat, but instead it was a yellow buckeye tree. These trees are considered poisonous to humans. Had I moved the tree I would have planted a useless tree that was poisonous to my family and those around me. 

You see sometimes we may encounter someone that looks right. They may even be at church (most likely on the edges). You may be excited to see them, but you must be careful. You must examine their fruit. You may introduce something into your life and your home that has poisonous fruit. You may have all the best intentions, but you must always be attentive. Just because someone looks the part doesn't mean that they are the real deal. Pray for God to lead you and protect you from poisonous situations and people. Then listen if God warns you about someone, don't dismiss it just because you think they are good. Pay attention to their fruits.

Matthew 7:16 KJV Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?

Galatians 5:22-23 ISV 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things.
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What Kind of Tree are You
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To piggyback on the previous entry about Loquats and Yellow buckeyes I wanted to make a few points.

The loquat is an evergreen. It is considered to be a small to medium-sized tree. 
It can grow up from 20 to 35 ft tall. They bloom in the fall and early winter. Then produce fruit in early spring. Loquats are self-pollinating. They can grow well in a variety of well-drained soils, but they perform best in full sun. They produce a sweet fruit for people to enjoy. 

A person like this always has the presence of life showing forth. They aren't trying to get attention by showing how big and important they are. They bloom in seasons when most would not be. They feed themselves from the Word of God. They can feed others and teach them about God. They also don't hide sins in their lives, but leave their life exposed to the Son.

Whereas the yellow buckeye is not an evergreen, meaning it loses its leaves seasonally. Also the yellow buckeye is a large tree that can grow 60 to 80 feet tall and 40 feet wide. It grows best in moist, well-drained, fertile soil, and it does not tolerate poor clay or dry soils. Their fruit is poisonous to humans. 

A person like this is always negative and brings no life to others around them. They like attention and want to show how important they are. They always want to be pampered and catered to. They can't endure hardships nor do they learn to draw near to God themselves. They don't have it within themselves to feed others.

So be like the loquat tree and not like the yellow buckeye. 

Isaiah 5:20-21 KJV 

20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 

21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!

––––––––
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Matthew 7:15-20 KJV 

15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 

16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 

17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 

18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 

19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

James 4:10 KJV Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.
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It's Okay To Say No!
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Most if not all of us have seen it. At a buffet or a large family function where there was a lot of food. There's usually somebody walking around with a plate that has food nearly falling off of it. Or they sit a full plate down and go back and get another full plate. Now you've got to be honest here. None of us look at that person and think good thoughts. We don't think that it's impressive. If we're really honest, we know that some of us will even comment to someone about it negatively that is. Why are we not impressed by this? I mean it takes skill to balance all that food on one plate and not drop it. It takes courage to go back and make a second plate before you've even touched the first plate. It takes stamina to sit and eat that much food. These are good qualities right? Yes the qualities may be good, but they are outweighed by the disregard for others around them. Including their families. The gluttony behind the behavior. At some point when there is a lot of food like this you just have to say no. No more, I cannot take anything else and put it on my plate. 

This is what I'd like to address. When it comes to food, we are in agreement about this. What about activities though? When you stack your “plate” so high with activities that you disregard your family. They lose time with you because of the stuff on your plate. You're probably not impressing people by everything you're doing. They probably are thinking you need to get some stuff off your plate.

Maybe you don't know how to say no if someone asks you for help. I will say it's very commendable to be willing to help others, but everything is not your responsibility. As I've told people, “every blessing isn't your blessing.” Then every job isn't your job. You have to have a balance. You can't be a glutton for punishment as they say. You have to be able to rest. You have to have time for your family. You have to have time for Jesus. Martha was so busy working at trying to take care of everyone that she didn't have time to sit down with Jesus. Think about that. She had Jesus in her living room and she was in the kitchen. Then she has the gall to try to get Him to rebuke Mary for spending time with Him. We give Martha a hard time for this, but do we do the same thing? Do we rush through our day and not take time to talk to Jesus? Do we get up in the morning and have our coffee pot pre-programmed to brew so we can “start our day right?” Yet we have not pre-programmed within ourselves to make spending Jesus the first part of our day, so we can really start the day right. The Word says: From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the LORD'S name is to be praised (Psalm 113:3 KJV).

We read in Matthew 11:28-30 (KJV) Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

I can't imagine reading this and thinking I need to take on the world by myself. No, Jesus said that His burden is light. He doesn't want you wearing yourself completely out. 

I know we have busy lives. I know we need to be about our Father's business. Again everything isn't our job. In Mark chapter 8 Jesus heals a blind man. Then Jesus says this: And he sent him away to his house, saying, Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in the town (Mark 8:26 KJV). That goes against our thinking. We would think it is now our responsibility to go tell everyone. Don't sit down and rest, don't go home first, but publish it far and wide. That's not what Jesus wanted him to do, He just said go home. 

Are you feeling overwhelmed by the amount of things you have on your plate? Ask yourself these questions. Am I putting too much on my plate? Is this what God wants me doing? Is my family being neglected by all the things I have going on? Is my relationship with God being neglected?

We do not need to overload ourselves. We have to be able to say no and it's okay to say no. I’m not going to say that's going to be easy the first time you do. I’m not going to say you aren't going to upset some people. Pray over your yes's and your no's and ask God to lead you. 

Matthew 5:37 WEB But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and your ‘No’ be ‘No.’...

Philippians 4:6-7 WEB 6 In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.
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A Good Thing or the Right Thing
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I was told a story about an older gentleman whose daughter had cooked him some cornbread and brought it to him still in the cast iron skillet. To repay his daughter for her kind act he decided to clean her cast iron skillet. Many of you just cringed right there, but it gets worse. He didn't just wash it. No, he saw how black it was so he took his wire grinder and made that thing shine like it was brand new. He just knew she would be happy. Well, she was not. She cried when she saw it and he just couldn't understand why. I mean after all he was doing a good thing for her. For those of you that don’t understand this, call your Grandparents or Parents they can explain. Sometimes just because it's a good thing doesn't mean it's the right thing. 

Martha did this very thing as we see in Luke 10:38-42 (ISV) Now as they were traveling along, Jesus went into a village. A woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat down at the Lord’s feet and kept listening to what he was saying. But Martha was worrying about all the things she had to do, so she came to him and asked, “Lord, you do care that my sister has left me to do the work all by myself, don’t you? Then tell her to help me.” The Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha! You worry and fuss about a lot of things. But there’s only one thing you need. Mary has chosen what is better, and it is not to be taken away from her.”

Martha invited Jesus and His disciples into her home. Well as the hostess she felt compelled to feed everyone and tend to them. I mean that's a good thing. Most of us would say that's the right thing. It was not the right thing though. She had Jesus in her living room and she was in the kitchen. She had the creator of the world in her home and she was trying to feed everyone. When instead she should have been being fed spiritually by Jesus. 

You see sometimes we get so busy doing things for God that we forget to spend time with God. We must be careful lest we be like Samson and not even know that God has left us. We can get in our rhythm of doing things and be on autopilot and not spend any time at His feet. We can be doing good things. I mean not sinning, but busy working to help others. Yet all the while not giving ourselves to prayer. Not studying the Word of God. Not seeking after Jesus. All the time thinking that we are doing the right thing. 

Proverbs 14:12 (KJV) There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.

We have to make sure what we are doing is right in God's eyes not ours. Otherwise we can find ourselves headed away from God. Then we will burn out thinking, "I was doing everything right. I was going to church, teaching Sunday school, giving, helping others." All the while we were never talking to Jesus. This ends in death. Spend time at the feet of Jesus. Make sure you're doing the right thing and not just a good thing. 

Deuteronomy 6:18 KJV And thou shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of the LORD: that it may be well with thee...
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In The Way Or Just In The Way
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I do not like people getting in my way, be it driving, walking through the grocery store, or even walking through my house. I get a little road rage in any instance. I just want to get around them. I'm sure you're the same way. Now follow me and my imagination here in the book of Mark.

Mark 10:32 (KJV) And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them: and they were amazed; and as they followed, they were afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what things should happen unto him.

Now if you read it like I did, it says they were in the way. The disciples were in the way. Then Jesus went before them, like He had to push His way through. Then He had to take them and go over what was going to happen AGAIN. Later on they come across blind Bartimaeus. 

Mark 10:52 (KJV) And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.

He begins to cry out and even after being told to hush, he pressed on. He gets the healing he asked for, then Jesus tells him to go thy way. What does Bartimaeus do?  It says that he follows Jesus in the way. 

The disciples were just in the way. Bartimaeus, though, followed Jesus in “the way.” He was moving with purpose. He wasn't slowing Jesus down. 

So my question is, are you in "the way" or just in the way? Are you helping the kingdom by advancing it? Or, are you hindering the kingdom? Does your attitude bless others and point them towards Jesus? Or does your attitude make people think, “If that's what being a Christian is all about, I want nothing to do with it.” Here's a question. If you sit down at a restaurant and the wait staff seems to be having a hard night. Are you the table that takes a second to ask how they are doing? Do you tell them that you understand? Do you encourage them and greet them with a smile when they come to your table? Are you a breath of fresh air to them? Or do you gripe because service is slow? Do you scold them because they got your order wrong? Which of these do you think is in “the way” and which is just in the way? 

Be in "the way." Be an encourager, be the reason someone looks at Christians and say, “I want to be like that.” Be a reflection of Jesus. 

John 14:6 KJV Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Psalm 139:23-24 KJV 23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 24 And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
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