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“They need you on the second floor.” Alicia had been about to lie down when she heard that hated voice, and closed her eyes, tried to breathe in and out. She still couldn’t hide the anger in her features when she turned to look at the other nurse, especially once she caught sight of the smirk on Ava’s lips.

They never liked one another.

Not since college, where they unfortunately had to share a door room, not since they put eyes on each other, if Alicia was honest about it. There was something about Ava Summer that irritated her, and it certainly didn’t help that the other woman always tried to aggravate her.

Alicia was too tired to deal with this shit. She closed her eyes, breathed deeply, then glared at the other woman once more. She couldn’t help it, really.

“What do they need with me?”

Ava shrugged. “What do I care? The boss called for you, the rest is your problem.”

The platinum blonde turned around and paid no more attention to her, and Alicia tightened her hands into fists. Ava always found a way to make her angry and there was nothing to be done about it. She should try to ignore the other woman.

It might have been easier if Ava wasn’t as attractive as she was.

Tall, leggy with platinum blonde hair and blue eyes, with just enough curved to be noticeable. If she wasn’t such a bitch, Ava might just be her type. Oh, who was she kidding? She actually liked bitchy women, but there was too much of a good thing, and Ava was too much of a bitch by half.

Ignoring the other woman, Alicia straightened once more, looked at her cot with a kind of longing that she usually only reserved for her own bed, but then, it had been weeks since she laid in it.

The last couple of months in the hospital had been a living hell, and it didn’t seem as if things would get easier any time soon. Between the people that refused to take the slightest precautions, to the backlog of sick persons that had accumulated over the winter, the hospital staff had their schedule full, and some of her colleagues had already resigned, incapable of continuing as it was. That only made the situation worse for those that remained, but Alicia didn’t blame them, not really. Some of them had children, little kids that they barely saw during months. She could understand how important those were.

She was young, she didn’t have a family to worry about, and she was healthy. She could keep working where others couldn’t, but she could admit sooner or later she would reach her limit as well.

“You’re my volunteer?” Nurse Stevens asked when she reached the second floor, and Alicia didn’t have time to say anything before the other woman continued. “I need you to distribute these blankets to the people in the hall, then go to Doctor Croft and assist her with what she needs.”

For a moment, Alicia gaped at it. Part of her was angry about being tricked by Ava. She hadn’t volunteered for anything. Another part felt like blushing at the fact she would get to talk to Doctor Croft once more. The older woman was someone she kind of had a crush on, and never quite knew how to deal with.

By the time she focused again, Nurse Stevens had already moved away, and Alicia didn’t have any other choice but to do as she had been told.

Grumbling under her breath, and trying to ignore her tiredness, she did as the other woman told her to. It didn’t take too long, but tired as she was, it made her feel ready to fall down once she finished distributing the blankets, only to remember she needed to assist Doctor Croft as well. At that thought, though, she felt a surge of adrenaline rushing through her body, gained just a little more energy to move around.

She reached the older woman’s office a couple of minutes later, hesitated only slightly before knocking at the door.

No one answered her at first, and she hesitated again. No sounds came from inside the room, and she almost believed it was empty, but still doubted that she should open it. Eventually she did, however, and almost jumped when she came face to face with Jacqueline Croft. The older woman was gorgeous.

Taller than Alicia, with legs that went on for days and curves in all the right places. Very generous curves at that. Her hair was blonde, but not like Ava’s. It was a darker blonde, almost the color of old gold, and her eyes were a light brown that almost seemed yellow in certain lighting.

They stopped just inches away from one another, and Alicia opened her mouth, closed it without saying anything, not quite knowing how to react to the other’s proximity.

Doctor Croft didn’t face the same difficulties focusing. “Did you need anything, Alicia?” The older woman couldn’t hide the yawn that overcame her then, and Alicia couldn’t help but notice how tired the doctor seemed.

“I’m sorry to interrupt, but Stevens said you needed help with something...” She trailed off, shrugged.

The doctor shook her head. “I asked for help hours ago. I no longer need it.” Even as she said the words, the blonde stepped back and gestured with her head for Alicia to enter, and the nurse did so after some hesitation. “I was just going to lie down for a bit, rest while I have the time.”

“Oh.” Alicia said, almost took a step back at that, thinking she had misinterpreted the other woman. “I’ll leave you to it. I was about to do the same when I was told they needed help on the second floor.” She felt tempted to talk about the trick Ava played on her, but held the urge in at the last moment. It wasn’t as if Doctor Croft would care about it.

“No, stay.” There was something almost commanding about those words, and Alicia obeyed the other woman without thinking about it. “No matter how much I tried, I wasn’t falling asleep anytime soon. The least you can do is keep me company. Do you want a coffee?” The doctor asked as she moved to one corner of her office, where someone put a small coffee machine.

“Maybe coffee isn’t a good idea if you’re trying to sleep?” Alicia replied, almost hesitantly, a small teasing smile on the corner of her lips.

Jacqueline only raised an eyebrow at her. “If caffeine didn’t allow me to sleep, I assure you I would have died a long time ago. I’m too used to the stuff. Want one?”

Alicia shook her head. “Better not.” She pulled back a chair close to the other woman’s desk, sat down, almost moaned a little at how nice it felt to relax for even a little. She spent the following moments in silence as the doctor drank her cup of coffee, and Alicia used the opportunity to stretch, trying to ease the ache in her muscles with the motion.

She smiled at the older woman when their eyes met, and when Jacqueline turned around, she couldn’t help but let her eyes wander a little, liking what she saw. Oh, it wasn’t as if the other’s uniform was the more flattering thing in the world, far from it, but Croft’s curves were generous enough that her ass was really noticeable, and Alicia certainly enjoyed the sight.

She became so lost in it she barely noticed how Jacqueline glanced over her shoulder at her, and once she did, she blushed to the roots of her hair. She couldn’t help it, really. There was no hiding what she had been doing after all, even if the blonde seemed more amused than anything else. Croft’s eyes started wandering over Alicia’s body, and the younger woman swallowed.

There was a hunger in that gaze, and she couldn’t help but squirm a little at it.

From the moment she met the older woman, she gained a bit of a crush on her. Oh, she wasn’t the only one in the hospital with one on the doctor; she knew of at least two other female nurses and two male ones that had a crush on the blonde, and she didn’t think it was that strange. Jacqueline Croft was a very gorgeous woman, and despite being quite a bit older than Alicia, she was just her type. Unfortunately, Ava was another of the nurses that had a crush on the older woman, and that ended up being just another reason for them to piss each other off.

Alicia shook her head, tried to ignore those thoughts and gather herself, slowly got to her feet. “Maybe I should return. I was about to go sleep for the night when they told me my help was needed.”

“You could stay here.” The older woman said, shrugging at the same time, as if there wasn’t anything wrong with her suggestion. “We would have enough space to rest without bothering one another, and I like sleeping with a warm body beside mine.”

There was a heat to those words that Alicia would have to be an idiot to miss, and she found herself swallowing again. Her mouth was dry, her heart started beating faster and she didn’t quite know how to react.

Jacqueline tilted her head to the side, almost questioning her with the gesture, and Alicia found herself nodding without even noticing she was doing it. The older woman smiled at her, she felt something easing in her chest at the motion, and started moving forward when the doctor gestured for the cot at the corner of her room.

It was insane, wasn’t it?

Alicia couldn’t help but think that as she laid down, especially when the other woman moved to laid down beside her. If she was honest, she knew little about the doctor, though she was very much aware of the crush she had on her.

Maybe it was the tiredness that was making her do things she would never do otherwise. She couldn’t deny that
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